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PRELUDE                                                                                               Organist: Jeff Rudi 
 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

L: The darkness is banished! 

C: The brightness of God’s love floods in on us! 

L: Christ is risen from the dead! 

C: Christ is alive forevermore! 

L: Christ is risen! 

C: He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

ALL: AMEN. 
 

OPENING HYMN                “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”                            ELW#365

EASTER CONFESSION          

C: Risen Lord, we have seen the empty tomb, and yet we sometimes act as if we 

have seen nothing. Why must we continue in fear? Why must we be afraid of death 

even after its defeat? Yes, this is a glorious day of mirth and song, but forgive us 

when we are quick to forget its Good News. Help us be a people of resurrection not 

just on this day but all days. Fill our hearts with your resurrection promise of life 

that we might turn from sin and be renewed. Eliminate from us the fear of sin that 

we might tell this glad story -  that Christ is risen, he is risen, indeed! 

 

THE EASTER WORD OF FORGIVENESS       

L: Sisters and Brothers in Christ, hear the good news of the Gospel: the tomb is 

empty!  Our Lord and Savior has risen from the grave! That which has been dead is alive! 

No barrier, none whatsoever, can keep us from the love of God! I announce to you this 

day that our sins are forgiven! 

C: Alleluia!  Amen! 
 
 

L: The Lord be with you. And also with you. 



PRAYER OF THE DAY                                                                                       

O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of 

bread, open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Choir Anthem                                “ The Gospel Light”                                               
 

Easter Children’s Message 
 

THE FIRST READING                                                                                Isaiah 25:6-9 

On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples 

  a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, 

  of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 

 7And he will destroy on this mountain 

  the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 

  the sheet that is spread over all nations; 

  8he will swallow up death forever. 

 Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, 

  and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, 

  for the LORD has spoken. 

 9It will be said on that day, 

  Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. 

  This is the LORD for whom we have waited; 

  let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 

 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                       ELW p.205 

C: Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word. Let it burn like fire within us; 

speak until our hearts are stirred. Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring. 
 

GOSPEL                                                                                                    John 20: 1-18 

                   *The holy gospel according to John.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the 

tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2So she ran and went to 

Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They 

have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid 

him.” 3Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 4The two 



were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb 

first. 5He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not 

go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the 

linen wrappings lying there, 7and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with 

the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8Then the other disciple, who 

reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as yet they did not 

understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10Then the disciples returned 

to their homes. 
 

 11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into 

the tomb; 12and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been 

lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 13They said to her, “Woman, why are 

you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know 

where they have laid him.” 14When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus 

standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, “Woman, 

why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, 

she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, 

and I will take him away.” 16Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in 

Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to 

me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to 

them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 

God.’ ” 18Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the 

Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 
 

                              *The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Choir Anthem                         “This is the time to Sing”                                       

 

SERMON                      “The Easter Surprise” Pastor Dan Nordin

HYMN OF THE DAY       “Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia”  (Verses 1-3)          ELW#364 

 

*THE APOSTLE’S CREED: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven 

and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he rose 

again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he 

will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 



*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.) 
 

*The Peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 

 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

*LORD’S PRAYER: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 

us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION    

 

*L: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing 

power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift in faith toward 

you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

*BENEDICTION 

 

SENDING HYMN                             “Thine Is the Glory”                                ELW#376 

 

L: Go in Peace. Serve the Risen Lord.  C: Thanks be to God!  

 

POSTLUDE                                        (*Please Stand) 
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