‘ “People coming together to be The Church,

not just attend one.”
rinity Lutheran
Chu rCh Trinity Lutheran Church is an open and inclusive
church, welcoming all who seek God.

69 Griswold Street - Hillsdale, Michigan
517-437-2647 - tichillsdale.org
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Service of Holy Communion
9:30 a.m. Worship



Trinity Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

WELCOME TO WORSHIP THIS MORNING! We invite you to join us regularly for worship
and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our congregational life. If you are new here, we
welcome you; if you are a member of longstanding, we celebrate your gifts and your ministry
among us. Our order of worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin.

MISSION STATEMENT - The Mission Statement of Trinity Lutheran Church is to nurture faith
through proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ by word, sacrament, deeds and loving
relationships, to ALL people.

VISION STATEMENT - As proclaimers of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Vision of Trinity
Lutheran Church is to maximize our gifts and resources to reach out with God’s love and serve the
global community.

COMMUNION PROCEDURE - The communion table of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America is open to all baptized Christians who believe that our Lord Jesus is truly present in the
forms of bread and wine

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated weekly throughout the year. No one is ever
required to participate in the sacrament, but it is offered to nourish and sustain God’s people. This
is in accordance with Lutheran teaching:
Background 35A: The Church celebrates the Holy Communion frequently because the
Church needs the sacrament, the means by which the Church’s fellowship is established
and its mission as the baptized people of God is nourished and sustained. This practice
was reaffirmed in 1989 by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We continue to
need “consistent pastoral encouragement and instruction relating to Holy
Communion...pointing up Christ’s command, his promise, and our deep need.” For a
variety of historical reasons, Lutherans in various places moved away from the weekly
celebration of the sacrament.
Application 35C: Participation in the sacramental meal is by invitation, not demand. The
members of the church are encouraged to make the sacrament a frequent rather than
occasional part of their lives.
(Excerpts from: The Use of the Means of Grace, Principle 35)



Sunday, April 3, 2022

INTRODUCTION

Our God makes all things new. In the first reading God promises it. In the gospel Mary
anticipates it, anointing Jesus’ feet with costly perfume in preparation for the day of his burial. In
the second reading Paul recalls his transformation from the persecutor Saul into an apostle. In
baptism, God’s new person (vou!) rises daily from the deadly mire of trespasses and sins.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Stand. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
the fountain of living water,

the rock who gave us birth,

our light and our salvation.

Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God,

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,

calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise

through Jesus Christ our Lord

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen



GATHERING HYMN ELW #339 Christ, the Joy of All the Living
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1 Christ, the life of all the liv-ing, Christ,the death of death, our foe,
2 You have suf-fered great af - flic-tion and haveborne it  pa - tient - ly,
3 Then, for all that boughtmy par-don, for the sor-rows deep and sore,
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Christ, your-self for me once giv-ing to the dark -est depths of woe:
e - ven death by cru-ci- fix-ion, ful -ly to a - tone for me;
for the an- guish in the gar-den, I will thank you ev - er-more;
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through your suf-f’ring,death,and mer -it life e-ter - nal [ in- her - it
for youchose to  be tor-ment-ed that my doom should be pre-vent-ed.
thank you for the groan-ing,sigh-ing, for the bleed-ing and the dy - ing,
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Thou-sand, thou-sand thanks are due, dear-est Je - sus, un - to you.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanks are due, dear - est Je - sus, un - to you.

for that last tri - um - phant cry,

Text: Ernst Christoph Homburg, 1605-1681; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: JESU, MEINES LEBENS LEBEN, Das grosse Cantional, Darmstadt, 1687

praise you ev - er - more on high.

GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
0]
¥/
y 4 - [ _—-
[ [4nY L0 ] A L8] Py (7] -
\\av e b
J
For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal - vation,

let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let wus pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Help, save, comfort, and de -fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray.
Creator God, you prepare a new way in the wilderness, and your grace waters our desert.
Open our hearts to be transformed by the new thing you are doing, that our lives may
proclaim the extravagance of your love given to all through your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
C Amen.
Sit
A A reading from Isaiah
FIRST READING Isaiah 43:16-21

The prophet declares that long ago God performed mighty deeds and delivered Israel from
Egyptian bondage through the waters of the sea. Now, God is about to do a new thing, bringing
the exiles out of Babylon and through the wilderness in a new Exodus.

®Thus says the LORD,
who makes a way in the sea,
a path in the mighty waters,
"who brings out chariot and horse,
army and warrior;
they lie down, they cannot rise,
they are extinguished, quenched like a wick:
8Do not remember the former things,
or consider the things of old.
191 am about to do a new thing;
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
I will make a way in the wilderness
and rivers in the desert.
The wild animals will honor me,
the jackals and the ostriches;
for |1 give water in the wilderness,
rivers in the desert,
to give drink to my chosen people,
Zthe people whom I formed for myself
so that they might declare my praise.



A Word of God, Word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 126
Those who sowed with tears will reap with songs of joy. (Ps. 126:5)

When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion,
then were we like those who dream.
2Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy.
Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for them.”
3The LORD has done great things for us,
and we are glad indeed.
*Restore our fortunes, O LORD,
like the watercourses of the Negeb.
>Those who sowed with tears
will reap with songs of joy.
®Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed,
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.

A A reading from Philippians

SECOND READING Philippians 3:4b-14
Writing to Christians in Philippi, Paul admits that his heritage and reputation could give him
more reason than most people to place confidence in his spiritual pedigree. But the overwhelming
grace of God in Jesus calls Paul to a new set of values.

[Paul writes:] *°If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: Scircumcised
on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; %as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness
under the law, blameless.

"Yet whatever gains | had, these | have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8More than
that, | regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.
For his sake | have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that | may
gain Christ ®and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law,
but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 1°I want to
know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like
him in his death, 'if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.

12Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make
it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. **Beloved, | do not consider that | have
made it my own; but this one thing | do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what
lies ahead, 1 press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus

A Word of God, Word of life.
C Thanks be to God.



Stand
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

R e 1 i
ﬁx? | | an— | | ! ﬁ ; | | | | |
J | v

Re - turn to the Lord, your God, for he is  gra-cious and mer-ci - ful,
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slow to an - ger, and a-bound-ing in  stead-fast love.
P The Holy Gospel according to John the 12" chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL John 12:1-8

Judas willfully misinterprets as waste Mary’s extravagant act of anointing Jesus’ feet with costly
perfume. Jesus recognizes that her lavish gift is both an expression of love and an anticipation of
his burial.

1Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had raised
from the dead. 2There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at
the table with him. 3Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet,
and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. *But Judas
Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, >“Why was this perfume
not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?” ®(He said this not because he
cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal
what was put into it.) "Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the
day of my burial. ®You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ
Sit
SERMON
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HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #635 We Walk by Faith
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I We walk by faith and not by sight; with
2 We may not touch your hands and side, nor
3 Help then, O Lord, our un - be - lief; and
4 For you, (0] res ur - rec - ted Lord, are
5 And when our life of faith is done, in
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gra - cious words draw near, O  Christ, who spoke as
fol - low where you trod; but in  your prom - ise
may our faith a - bound to call on you  when
found in means di - vine: be - neath the wa ter
realms of  clear er light may we be - hold you
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none e’er spoke: “My peace be with you here.”
we re - joice, and cry, “My Lord and God!”
you are near and seek where you are found:
and the word, be - neath the bread and wine.
as you are, with full and end - less sight.




APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A

Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, and all

who are in need.

A brief silence.

A

Do a new thing in the church. Free us from paradigms that no longer serve the gospel and
bring forward leaders who imagine fresh ways of doing ministry. Give us courage in the

face of change. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Do a new thing for creation. Reverse the trajectory of climate change and environmental
catastrophe. Revive habitats already impaired by human disregard. Amplify the voices of
climate scientists and researchers working to chart a new course. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Do a new thing in our world. Break barriers that prevent political enemies from working
together for the well-being of all. Make a way for peace and collaboration among the

nations. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

10



A

C

Do a new thing for those who suffer. Reveal a path for any who are unemployed or
underemployed, for those experiencing homelessness, and for all who struggle with
money. Comfort those who grieve and restore those who are sick (especially). Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

Do a new thing within us. Direct us into encounters that broaden our understanding of the
human experience. Amplify voices that are ignored or devalued (especially). Deliver us
especially from the scourge of racism. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

A

C

P

C

Do a new thing in our death. Fill us with the knowledge of Christ and the power of his
resurrection as we give thanks for (names and) all the saints who have attained the prize
of their heavenly call. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of Jesus
Christ.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

P
C

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Please do not leave your pew, pass the peace to those in your family group as you wish but to
others by waves or other hand signs

11



Sit

OFFERING Fourth Sunday: Barnyard Boxes- ELCA Good Gifts
Each week, our congregation collects a general offering for the church and our ministries.
Additionally, we collect an offering for special projects. If you would like to make a regular gift
to the church, please place it in the offering plate. If you are looking to support our special
project (noted above), please place your offering in the barnyard boxes or noisy offering buckets.
The plate will be presented to the altar by an ushers at this time

OFFERING HYMN ELW #184 Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

OFFERING PRAYER

A Extravagant God, you have blessed us with the fullness of creation. Now we gather at
your feast where you offer us the food that satisfies. Take and use what we offer here,
come among us, and feed us with the body and blood of Christ, in whose name we pray.

C Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our  God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right our duty and our joy, ... And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
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+EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets' hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary's openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,

the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us,

full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.

Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word
take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on
earth..

Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the
Most High, one God, now and forever..

Amen
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LORD'S PRAYER
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift of grace.

Sit
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
The presiding minister and the assisting ministers receive the bread and wine and then give them
to those who come to receive. As the ministers give the bread and wine, they say these words to
each communicant:

The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.
The communicant may say "Amen."

Follow the usher’s instructions to approach the altar. Communion will be by individual cup, the
communicant stands before the Pastor to receive the bread, then Assisting Minister will hand you
the cup the cup of wine. Gluten-free communion wafers are available upon request. Simply tell
the pastor at the time of communion. If you are unable to consume alcohol, please inform the
assisting minister when it is your turn to receive the wine, and you will be given a wine substitute.
There is a basket on the front pews for the used cups

SILENT MEDITATION
While others are receiving commmunion you are invited to reflect on the readings, the sermon and the music of

the day.
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Stand

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A Blessed Jesus, in this rich meal of grace, you have fed us with your body, the bread of
life. Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope to a world in need.

C Amen.

BLESSING
P The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
C Amen.
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SENDING HYMN ELW #338 Beneath the Cross of Jesus
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1 Be-neath the cross of Je - sus I long to take my stand;
2 Up-on the cross of Je - sus, my eye at times can see

3 1 take, O cross, your shad - ow for my a- bid - ing place;
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the shad-ow of a  might-y rock with - in a wea-ry land,
the ver - y dy-ing form of one who suf-fered there for me.

I ask no oth - er sun-shine than the sun-shine of his face;
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a  home with-in a wil - der - ness, a rest up-on the way,

And from my con-trite heart, with tears, two won-ders I con - fess:
con - tent to let the world go by, to know no gain nor loss,
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from the burn - ing of the noon-tide heat and bur-dens of the day.
the. .. won-der of his glo-rious love and my un-wor-thi - ness.
my. . . sin - ful self my on - ly shame,my glo - ry all, the cross.

Text: Elizabeth C. Clephane, 1830-1869
Music: ST. CHRISTOPHER, Frederick C. Maker, 1844-1927

DISMISSAL
A Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way
C Thanks be to God.
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SERVING AT TRINITY
Ministers: Every member of the congregation Council President: Terry Vear

Pastor: Rev. Dennis Smith Vice-President: Suzanne Sponsler
Piano/Keyboard: Paul Lucas Treasurer: Chris McNamara
Parish Secretary: Chris McNamara Secretary: Sandra Dufur

Council Members: Warren Bartels, Johncie Langston, Brad Otterbein, Joe Painter, Gene
Stockford-Shively, and Patti Weber

SERVING TODAY:
Assisting Minister: Amy Otterbein
Ushers: Thomas Stockford- Shively and Sue Risk

ADDITIONAL SERVICES

Altar Guild: Tom Stockford-Shively

Offering Counters: Gene Stockford-Shively and Sandra Dufur
Videographer: Gene Stockford-Shively

FLOWERS — The flowers on the altar today are given by Myrna Bailey in memory of Todd
King.

The music in this bulletin is reprinted with permission
under Annual License A-727368 from OneLicense.net.
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