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Introducing 
HUMAN 
LANGUAGE

• How is it different from ‘biological’ 
languages (both human & animal)?

• Why are we born without it?

• What are symbols?

• What is MEANING?

• What do we do, when we think?

• Relativity & inherent ambiguity of 
meaning



Importance of perspective when viewing a “complex whole”:



Which lens is best?

WA or Zoom? Maybe BOTH?

Two ways of reasoning: dialectical 
(synthesis) & metaphysical (analysis)

Dialectics = philosophy of CHANGE (which 
is the only constant in life – WA?)

But learning, like breathing, is a process

We must use both WA & Zoom lenses – i.e., 
Dialectical Analysis

Video footage, not snapshots, however 
accurate!



Corner stone of dialectical analysis:

ID the smallest functional unit of 
language



Key principles & concepts of dialectical 
linguistic analysis

• Word-meaning is the smallest functional unit of λ, 
because it has all its properties:

• Psychological

• Physical

• Social

• Historical

• Every word is a GENERALIZATION = an ACT of THOUGHT 
by the collective social Mind

• Associations by resemblance, contiguity & cause/effect = 
RATIONAL LANGUAGE MECHANISM



Through the lens of 
DA: Rational 
Language Mechanism

• Biological foundations of λ 
ability to generalize (= create 
word-meanings)

• Mechanism of Human Thought = 
Mechanism of Language

• Every sentence = generalization 
of individual minds



Semantic & Syntactic “ripples”



Dialectical 
analysis 
explains:

• The Origins of Grammar

• Diversity of linguistic 
forms

• Language change

• “Fluidity” of meaning

• Sentence structure

‘Wisdom is knowledge of the causes’

~ Aristotle



The same sinews of generalization hold all 
larger structures of meaning together!



Course content & structure

Descriptive linguistics

1. Phonetics

2. Phonology

3. Morphology

4. Allomorphy

5. Syntax

6. Semantics

7. Pragmatics

Dialectical linguistics

1. On Cognition, Knowledge, & Understanding
• Selecting our ‘tool’ (dialectical analysis)

2. Language – a Complex Whole

3. Analysis into Units

4. Semantics & pragmatics

5. Syntax: G-nalysis

6. Morhology & Allomorphy

7. Phonetics & Phonology



Progress & analysis 
of our students’ 
feedback
• Much greater interest in the Introduction to Linguistics course

• Course enrollment increased 5-fold, compared to pre-2007

• Departmental support



Is this course easy or difficult to understand?

2018
1, 2%

26, 44%

31, 52%

1, 2%

very easy easy difficult very difficult

16, 34%

12, 25%

5, 11%

14, 30% quite easy

easy

rather easy

struggling

2021



Do you find this course interesting or boring?

2018

39, 65%

20, 33%

1, 2%

Very interesting Interesting Boring

44; 92%

2; 4%
2; 4%

very interesting

quite
interesting

rather
interesting

2021



Nellie Walom, 2018



2018



Meryl Nou, 2018



FEEDBACK 2021: in the AGE OF COVID



Jonathan Mado, 2021



Morris Lavai, 2021



Nancy Terarup, 2021





Mathias Manu, 2021



Lessons learned
Dialectical Analysis has made the study of Semantics, Pragmatics & 
Syntax much more interesting for our students.

However, low English proficiency makes it difficult for them to cope 
with the course content, and COVID 19 has exacerbated the already 
difficult situation.

Yet,  students’ INTEREST is high – and we consider this a great 
achievement!
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