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This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is
the image of friendship. We are called to serve others as Jesus
came to serve; but for John’s gospel, the image of servanthood
is too hierarchical, too distant, to capture the essence of life with
Christ. Friendship captures the love, the joy, the deep mutuality
of the relationship into which Christ invites us. The Greeks
believed that true friends are willing to die for each other. Thisis the mutual love of Christian
community commanded by Christ and enabled by the Spirit.

Welcome and Announcements
OPENING HYMN “Thine Is The Glory” (Verse 1 & 2) ELW#376

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave
us birth, our light and our salvation. Amen.

L: Let us come into the light, the revealing and healing light of God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

L: God of grace and glory, you have brought us into the light of Jesus’

resurrection. Yet our lives are still shadowed by sin. Make us alive in Christ; make
us new as you make all things new. Rescue us fromsin, renew us in grace, and
restore us in your light and life, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen.

L: People of God: Christ is alive, and death has lost its power. Through the waters of
baptism you have been born anew by the living word of God. Know that your sins are
forgiven in Jesus' name and that the Spirit of the risen Christ is alive in you, both now
and forever. Amen.



GREETING
L: Alleluia! Christ is risen! C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour
into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain
your promises, which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

THE FIRST READING Acts 10:44-48
While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 4°The
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy
Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 6for they heard them speaking in
tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 4’“Can anyone withhold the water for
baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So he
ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for
several days.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

THE SECOND READING 1 John 5:1-6
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who
loves the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, when
we love God and obey his commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we obey his
commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, “for whatever is born of
God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. ®Who
is it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only
but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is
the truth.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL John 15:9-17
The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] °“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 1°1f you
keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s
commandments and abide in his love. 111 have said these things to you so that my joy
may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.

12¢This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 2¥No one
has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if
you do what | command you. 1°I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant
does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because | have
made known to you everything that | have heard from my Father. 16'You did not choose
me but | chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that
the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 171 am giving you these
commands so that you may love one another.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Deacon Todd Portinga

HYMN OF THE DAY “A New Commandment” (Verse 1 & 2) WOV#712

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.)
*The Peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

*LORD’S PRAYER: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

*BENEDICTION: May God bless you and keep you. May God’s face shine on you and be
gracious to you. May God look on you with favor and give you peace. C: Amen.

*L: Go in Peace. Serve the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE (*Please Stand)
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