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Definition of a Frog 

 

AS 16.05.940 

 

"fish" means any species of aquatic finfish, invertebrate, or amphibian, in any stage of its life 
cycle, found in or introduced into the state, and includes any part of such aquatic finfish, 

invertebrate, or amphibian; 



Who Cares?! 

 

• Food Source 

• Insect Consumption 

• Algae Control 

• Indicators / Canaries  

• Mosquito Repellents 

• Pharmaceuticals 

• Medical Research (Diabetes) 

• Cultural Ecosystem Services 



Historical Introductions?  
 

• Bullfrogs 

The Woodville Republican, P. 7, Feb. 23, 1929 



Historical Introductions?  

• Red-legged Frogs 

Photo By C. Brown, USGS Western 
Ecological Research Center 



Historical Introductions?  
 

• Pacific Chorus Frogs 



Historical Translocations 
 

• Northwestern Salamander 

Photo By Blain Anderson, Amphibians 
of Alaska’s National Parks 

Photo By Jeremy Jacobs, United States 
Natural History Museum 

Mary Island, 1895 Pelican, Chichagof Island, 2001-2003 



Historical Translocations 
 

• Long-toed Salamander 

 

 
Stikine River, 2012 Revillagigedo Island, 2010 



Historical Translocations 
 

• Wood Frogs 

• Rough-skinned Newts 



Contemporary Introductions 

Photo by Joshua Ream 

Photo by Kelly Bunness 



Contemporary Introductions 



Contemporary Introductions 

www.peninsulaclarion.com 
www.adn.com 

www.juneauempire.com 



Contemporary Translocations 
 

Have you or a member of your household ever moved 
WILD amphibians from one area to another, either 
intentionally or unintentionally? 

Yes, 57, 21% 

No, 216, 
79% 



Contemporary Translocations 
 

Have you or a member of your household ever brought a 
local WILD amphibian home as a pet or to view temporarily 
in captivity? 

Yes, 72, 26% 

No, 204, 74% 



Contemporary Translocations 
 

Have you or a member of your household ever brought 
local WILD tadpoles home to watch them change into frogs? 

Yes, 36, 13% 

No, 240, 87% 



What’s the big deal? 
 

 



What’s the big deal? 
 

 

“Our results indicate that Alaskan wood frogs are highly susceptible 
to ranavirus, and the greatest threat of the pathogen is at warmer 
water temperatures. These data also indicate that live amphibians 
that are imported into Alaska should be declared as ranavirus-free 
to reduce risk of novel strain introduction. The World Organization 
for Animal Health (OIE) provides protocols on screening 
amphibians for ranavirus for importation.” 

 
Matthew Gray, Ph.D. 

Center for Wildlife health 
University of Tennessee 



Possible Solutions 

• Public Education and Outreach 

 



Possible Solutions 
 

• Enforcement of Importation Laws 

 

www.twintownprojects.com 



Possible Solutions 

• Pet Trade Restrictions 

 

http://wdfw.wa.gov/ais/wac.html 



Possible Solutions 
 

• Long-term monitoring of introduced populations 

 

http://www.adfg.alaska.gov 



Possible Solutions 
 

• Dedicated Resources 
 

• Herpetologist, amphibian-specific statutes, monitoring budget 

 

www.theguardian.com 



 

Questions? 
 

 


