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September 27, 2020
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
Rev. Thomas Darr, Pastor 717-320-3642

Vickie Kissinger, Director of Music, Organist

717-445-5505  office@sjclutheran.org / website www.sjclutheran.org
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY      Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals surprises in the reign of God. In the reading from Ezekiel the people claim the ways of the Lord are unfair, while God offers repentance and new life. Paul urges us to look to Christ as a model of humility, putting the interests of others above our own. Nourished by the broken bread and shared cup, we offer our lives for the sake of our needy world.

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE            Festival Prelude”                               Domenico Zippoli
C      Please respond to the portions of the service in bold print. 
GATHERING HYMN - 

PRE-RECORDED ONLY  - LBW 248 
HUM VERSE 1 ONLY
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Text: Tobias Clausnitzer, 1619-1684, sts. 1-3; Gesangbuch, Berlin, 1707, st. 4; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1829-1878, adapt.

Music: LIEBSTER JESU, WIR SIND HIER, Johann R. Ahle, 1625-1673




THE DIALOG

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe,






for in your wisdom you have formed us.
You feed the hungry and clothe the naked.








We bless you and praise your name forever.
You set free those who are bound.









We bless you and praise your name forever.
You raise up those whose courage falters.








We bless you and praise your name forever.
You provide for our every need.








Accept our grateful praises.
You have called us from all peoples.









We rejoice and bless your name forever.
You bless your people with peace.









We bless you and praise your loving grace.
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe,






for in your wisdom you have formed us.
Apostles’ Creed 

God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.



He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.





He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.



He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayer of the Day 

The Lord be with you.    And also with you.

Let us pray together.       God of love, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to overcome them; keep us from those things that harm us; and guide us in the way of salvation; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen
FIrst Lesson:    EZEKIEL 18:1-4, 25-32
A reading from Ezekiel, the 18th chapter.
1The word of the Lord came to me: 2What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? 3As I live, says the Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die.
  25Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26When the righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed they shall die. 27Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. 28Because they considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. 29Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?
  30Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 31Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, then, and live.

The word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God.
SECOND LESSON:    PHILIPPIANS 2:1-13
A reading from Philippians, the second chapter
1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
 6who, though he was in the form of God,
  did not regard equality with God
  as something to be exploited,
 7but emptied himself,
  taking the form of a slave,
  being born in human likeness.
 And being found in human form,
  8he humbled himself
  and became obedient to the point of death—
  even death on a cross.

 9Therefore God also highly exalted him
  and gave him the name
  that is above every name,
 10so that at the name of Jesus
  every knee should bend,
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
 11and every tongue should confess
  that Jesus Christ is Lord,
  to the glory of God the Father.

  12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

The word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia!  Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia!
GOSPEL:    MATTHEW 21:23-32
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 21stchapter.    Glory to you, O Lord.
23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.
  28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 30The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. 31Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.”

The Gospel of our Lord.    Praise to you, O Christ
SERMON     
Hymn of the day – Pre-recorded service only-  ELW 712
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Music: BEACH SPRING, The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844; arr. Selected Hymns, 1985

Text © 1961 Oxford University Press.

Arr. © 1985 Augsburg Fortress.
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Offering Moment
Let us pray our offering prayer, to bless the gifts that we continue to give in response to God’s gifts to us.                                                                                                         
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   Amen
THE PRAYERS
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.
In all the world, give your church unity. Inspire all the baptized with the mind of Christ. Where the church is powerful and where it struggles, shape us with humility and obedience so that your love may be at work in us.                                                                                                                       Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Your Son took on all of bodily life in our world, even to death. Preserve and keep your creation, O God. Mend and redeem places that are polluted and damaged, so that all of creation confesses you as Lord.                                                                                                                                                   Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Turn the nations toward life. Where our ways are unfair, give us new hearts and new spirits. Where sin permeates our cultures and institutions, change our minds and teach us to trust your authority.                                                                                                                                   Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Our lives are yours, O God. Relieve the suffering of those who are ill in body, mind, or spirit, especially Marie, Carine, Liz, Sally, Cindy, Doris, Bob, Sheila, Deb, Elmo, Mary Jean, Mary, Catharine, Mimi, Bev, Jane, Jack, Maudie and those we name before you. Defend the lives and welfare of children who are abused or neglected, hungry or exploited, bullied or lonely.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Turn this congregation away from our own interests toward the interests of others. Fill us with your compassion and sympathy. Bless ministries of care in our community; make us into signs of your mercy and justice for our neighbors.                                                                                     Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Thank you for those who have gone into the kingdom ahead of us—tax collectors and prostitutes, likely and unlikely, obedient and slow to learn. By their witness, teach us to confess Jesus Christ as Lord in life and in death.                                                                                              Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through Christ our Lord.  Amen
THE Lord’s Prayer 

Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.  Amen
THE BENEDICTION

The Lord bless us and keep us.








                                 The Lord make his face shine on us and be gracious to us.




                                                                    The Lord look upon us with favor and give us peace.

Amen
SENDING HYMN – PRE-RECORDED SERVICE ONLY  LBW 492, 

HUM VERSE 1 ONLY
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Text: Washington Gladden, 1836-1918, alt.
Music: MARYTON, H. Percy Smith, 1825-1898




POSTLUDE            “Trumpet Air”                       Henry Purcell
SERVICE PARTICIPANTS

Rev. Thomas E. Darr

Organist:  Vickie Kissinger

LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE:    

Viewed Online

Parking Lot Attendance

In Church Attendance
     
23




      16                                           17                                       

WHEN YOU COME

· Your temperature will be taken

· Masks are worn all the time – your hands will be sanitized as you arrive.

· Pick up your own bulletin and communion cup if a communion Sunday and go to your seat.

· Deposit your offering in the plate as you come in the sanctuary.

· Please sit in designated pews observing the 1-2-3 rule. 1 family per pew, 2 couples per pew or 3 individuals per pew.

· There will be no congregational singing at the in person service. The music listed is for the pre-recorded service only.

· There will be no sharing of the peace.

· Remain seated for entire service.

· We can accommodate no more than thirty people in the sanctuary. If you are planning on worshipping from home, or from the parking lot, please let me know. My email is revdrrthms@gmail.com or call me at 717-320-3642.

PRAYER CONCERNS

For those serving in the military…Christopher Buch (Susie Welsh’s grandson), Trinity Gilkey (Bauer’s), Jeremy Reifsnyder (J Reifsnyder), Richard Witwer (Maudie Witwer’s grandson)

For those with ongoing illness... Cindy Petersheim, Cy Seddon (J Kring), Jack Weaver
For the homebound… Mary Martin
For those afflicted with cancer... Sandra Bair (M Nuessle), Ritch Bedell (Bauer’s), Doris Bewley, Ed Carvell (J Oatman), Gail D. (Mary Jean Ludwig), Jeff Donahue (P Wallace), Robert Freeman (Mary Hafer), Isaiah Hoar and family (M J Ludwig), Connie Howe (V Haug), Harold Kring, Nate Mohler (Mary Hafer’s son-in-law), Randy Royer (V Kissinger), Matt Sanger (T Wentzel), T Simmons, Jr. (Simmons’), Robyn Wiley (K Wallace)

For those facing or recovering from a hospitalization...Sally Dettra
For those in need of strength and comfort.. Richard Burkhart, Steve Cammauf (J Kring), Dan Carpenter (B Wallace), Michael Clause, Sierra Cortez (T Wentzel), the Craven family, Liz Darr, Amy DeFalco (J Kring), Bernice Dietrich (J Kring), Bob Dettra, Sister Phyllis Enck (D Lorah), Pat Feiler (H Kon), Darlene Ganse (J Kring), Scott Gockley (C Doman), Norma Good,  Don Griffith (Raffauf’s), Mary Hafer, Vickie Haug, Allen Kimball (W Kimball), Judy Kring, Deb Lorah, Elmo Lorah, Mary Jean Ludwig, Wanda Lutz (T Raffauf), Anna McComsey, Catharine Messner, Israel Newswanger (L Burns), Mimi Nuessle, Sheila Good, Andrea Ray (H Kon), Carolyn Seddon (J Kring), Carine Shorr (Darr’s), Bev Simmons, Shaun Sitkowski, Tim Stanley (T Wentzel), Tammy Stiffler (Haug’s), Lance Stoudt, Jane Sweigart, Carlos Terres (T Weaver), Tammy Weaver, Darlene Wentzel (T Wentzel), Maudie Witwer, Steve Young (T Weaver), the Zimmerman family (Bauer’s)

Underlined indicates names of members of the congregation.  Bold indicates names added since last week.

IF YOU ARE IN NEED OF PASTORAL CARE please contact Pastor Darr at 717-320-3642 or Alvin McCoy at 610-286-9647.

September 27, 2020
LECTIONARY 26
I Believe in You
Today’s gospel questions what it means to believe in something. Belief can be exhibited by actions or in words, but true belief is displayed when the two contradict each other. We may say we do not believe in monsters under our bed. However, if upon hearing a noise underneath us at night, we clutch the blanket a little tighter around us, do we still claim to not believe in monsters? Believing in something or someone does more than affect our mind. It influences our behavior. It informs our actions and changes our character.

Believing in Jesus is not a cognitive experience alone. If it were, we’d be like the second son who professes to do the will of the father, but doesn’t. Rather, our actions are the mirrors of our belief, reflecting our faith outward. This is why worship is structured to rehearse our patterns of behavior for the world. In worship, we gather to practice accountability, interdependence, passing the peace, and turning toward God. Our faith shapes us to live in the world according to God’s principles of justice, mercy, and kindness.

When we believe in something, we give authority to it, whether the belief is spoken or enacted. This is why the words “I believe in you” before a feat of courage are often so powerfully effective. Knowing that someone believes in you bestows authority and strength. It moves you from thought to action, making it possible to boldly live into whatever is believed of you.

God believes in you. This does not mean there is a divine being out there who merely believes that you exist. This is not a passive form of believing. God believes in you and gives you authority to live boldly as a disciple of Jesus. Just as Jesus’ authority came from God, so does your authority to do what you have been sent to do. “You can do it,” God encourages. “I believe in you!”
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