Town of Bethlehem Historical Association

Old Cedar Hill School House

President’s Letter

Dear Members,

After a long winter it’s a pleasure to welcome
summer to the museum. The annual events are:
the opening of the summer exhibit to stimulate
an appreciation of our historical heritage of the
Town of Bethlehem. The fall will bring our
annual card party and the beautiful silver tea
with holiday decorations by the Bethlehem
Garden Club.

The Museum has seen much activity this year,
thanks to all the effort of excellent volunteers.
Our goal is to have one program each month.
The members and visitors are enlightened by
exceptional programs.

We have been working for an arrangement for
an extension to the toll gate building for storage
and displaying our farm and ice equipment col-
lection and other activities.

A thank you is due to our membership who
give willing of their time. As we begin to plan for
199495 we welcome your input and comments.
Thank you again for your support. Hope to see
you soon.

Julie S. Kelley, President
Bethlehem Historical Association

SUMMER 1994

Selkirk, New York 12158
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Invitatior

To our members and their guests.

To attend a GATHERING at the
BETHLEHEM HISTORICAL
ASSOCIATION MUSEUM
on Sunday, July 10, 1994 at 3 P.M.
to visit with friends, partake of some
light refreshments. AND - to view our
Summer Exhibit entitled “The 1920’s.”
You will also see the Wedding Gown
presented to the Association by Mrs. Merrick.

See you theret







Fourth Graders Visit Our Museum

For the past eight years the fourth graders from the Hamagrael School have had a field trip to the
Bethlehem Town Hall, the old Bethlehem Cemetery by the Nicoll-Sill House, and the Bethlehem
Historical Association Museum, ending with a picnic at the Henry Hudson Park. On June 3, 1994 as the
fourth graders entered the museum, the school bell rang. Betty Van Ostenbrugge told the 104 children
about the history of the Cedar Hill School. In 1859 the one room school was built for grades one
through eight. The children walked, came by sleigh, bicycle, or horseback. In 1907 the school was
enlarged to two rooms by the noted architect, Marcus Reynolds. In 1960 the little red school house was

closed. In 1965 it became the home of the Bethlehem Historical Association.

Mrs. Van Ostenbrugge told them about the large fish net made by a local man in the late 1880’s, the
medicinal cabinet belonging to the horse and buggy doctor, John Babcock, the many school artifacts,
and the doll house built for the Salisbury daughters in 1910. The house - model for their doll house-still

stands near the Normanside Country Club.

Before they visited the old Bethlehem Cemetery, they learned about Caesar, a black slave, who
served the Nichol-Sill family for three generations. He was born in 1737 and died in 1852. He is buried
in the cemetery near the house. Several years ago fourth graders noticed this grave was unmarked.

They purchased a head-stone for him.

They also visited the herb garden and the Toll Gate House to see blacksmithing, farming, and ice

harvesting equipment.

Notes

Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, students from Elsmere School, Slingerland School and Glenmont School visit

our museum throughout the year.

The Town of Bethlehem has made our museum handicapped accessible by widening the walkway

and the fire door to the north.

When you visit the museum this summer, you might want to purchase a small school bell, a

Christmas ornament and stationery decorated with a picture of our building.




Members of Bethlehem Historical Association and their friends
are visiting the Rockefeller family’s Hudson Valley estate, Kykuit,
on Wednesday August 24, 1994. The 40 room Beaux-Arts mansion
was designed in 1906 by Delano and Aldrich. Nelson Rockefeller
gave it to the National Trust for Historic Preservation. They will
visit the house, the carriage house, the Italianate Gardens, the
Japanese Garden, and rose garden. From every view modern

sculpture can be seen. The art gallery has works of Picasso,

Alexander Calder, and Andy Warhol.

The cost is $57 which includes the bus, the tour of Kykuit and

the Union Church in Pocantico Hills, Westchester County. The

church is famous for its Chagall stained glass windows. Lunch is at

the Chart House in Dobbs Ferry.

The bus will leave from the Bethlehem Historical Association
Museum at 7:30 A.M. The bus is filled at this time. You might

want to be put on a waiting list, in case there is a cancellation. Call

William La Med at 767-9057.
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Museum Collection

Mrs. Alton Merrick recently moved to the Beverwyck The collection includes several dresses, jackets and blous-
Retirement Community from her long time home in Delmar.
At that time she donated several pieces of clothing dating from
1880 to the 1920’s including a slipper satin and lace wedding

es, mens and women’s hats, fur muffs and other acces-

sories. Also included is an assortment of baby and chil-

gown first worn in 1885 by Amy Chester a relative of Mrs. dren’s clothing and carriage robes and a wooden doll. In
Merrick’s, and then again in the 1930°’s by Mrs. all, about 70 items.
Merrick herself. Some of the clothes will be exhibited in this summer’s

Judge Chester and his wife sailed on a cruise ship for exhibit. The exhibit will feature clothing and memorabilia
England where they had an audience with England’s Queen

Mary, and the dress worn by Mrs. Chester is among those of the 1920’s with a special section for the 1885 wedding
donated to the Bethlehem Historical Association along with a dress.
Top Hat purchased by Judge Chester in Piccadilly, London. . Marion Davis
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