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COMMANDER’S MESSAGE

Legionnaires, Fall is here in full force, acorns and leaves are falling, hunting season and the holidays are upon us already.
It seems the year just started, and yet, it is almost over. The Legion has done so much in the past couple of months it was like a
beehive of activity.
In October, our mouse race was an incredible success, and fun as ever! My mouse seemed to want to nap, obviously
defective, but I digress. Silent auction was also a great hit. Keep it up Auxiliary! The Turkey Shoot started and is only a
$35 buy-in for 16 chances to win; you’d be hard pressed to buy that much fun, for that little cash anywhere!! Every Saturday at
noon! Be there early to enter!
We had a great turnout to the first Lake West Chamber of Commerce Social at the post. This gave many business
managers in the community a look at the post, information on the post, our calendar, and activities. I was pleasantly
surprised at their input on how nice the facility was, how supportive our staff was, and how inexpensive the drinks were.
Thank you to all the bartenders and kitchen staff that made the event such an overwhelming success. You make the Legion proud.
We also had our Oktoberfest celebration
mid-month and had a wonderful turnout for our Craft and Car show, just a couple days ago. AND... THE GUNS ARE
FINALLY DONE! A Job well done by our own Ted York for setting up and working with the team and by Brett and his team
from Lakeside Dustless Mobile Blasting. They did a great job, for COST. One of the younger men on the team was heard to say,
“this is important, isn’t it,” the reply was “you bet it is. Probably one of the most important things you will ever do.” That is
AMERICANISM and shows me there IS hope for the future. Thank you, guys!!
Coming up in November, don't forget election day on the 8th, our Veterans Day breakfast, Flag Ceremony, and
entertainment on the 11™. Please invite the veterans in your life, friends, family, even the guy you see at the grocery store
with the Vet hat on. We will also be
having a Thanksgiving dinner on the 16th.
Let’s take care of VETS! - 1™ Vice, John Seward, is looking for people to assist in buddy checks. We need about 20 of
you to make about 25 phone calls each, to check on members, our fellow Vets. This has a few goals in mind:
Make sure they are ok, see if they or their family have what they need.
Make sure our records are correct.
See if they are receiving information from us via newsletter, get it to them Email or paper format. Invite them to a
ceremony, dinner, or some other event; offer a ride if they need.
Please help 1* out in this endeavor, it is important work to take care of our members, especially prior to the holidays.
Let’s take care of YOUTH! We will be accepting donations for the Hurricane Deck Elementary Christmas Store, please
see the
attached flyer for details. Keep in mind that MANY of these children live below the poverty line. Their families are trying
to keep dinner on the table and roof over their head. We can make a huge difference in the lives of these children. I thank you in
advance for your
donations!
Drum roll please... Legionnaire of the month is Tom Boyce. He is my Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms, he is a member of and
attends almost all Honor Guard functions. He is THE example of what we should all do when someone enters the post, me
included. I have heard from new patrons he is “welcoming”, “friendly”, and “makes me feel comfortable and wanted”.
Thank you, Tom, for your friendly, open, and
welcoming nature. Dinner and a drink on the Commander!
Thank you, and have a safe, fun, and productive month everyone! Austin Teel Commander



Now that all the results are tabulated from the September 24th “Mardi Gras, Mask,
Murder Mystery” dinner event, we realized what an epic event it was. We had a sold
out house. Thank you so much to everyone that attended the night. | cannot begin to
express my thankfulness, gratitude and amazement to our American Legion family for
coming together for this event. So much hard work and energy went into this. | wish |
could list everyone involved, but that would be a very long list.

The “Silent Auction” event on October 8th was a very worthwhile fundraiser. Thank you
to everyone that donated items and helped with setup and tear down and also thank
you Lisa Seward for chairing this event.

Results from the “Fall Craft Show”/Car Show will be reported in the December
newsletter.

| would like to thank Candace Malson, DNP,RN,ANP-BC from Lake Regional Clinic
(new Auxiliary member) for speaking at our October meeting, regarding health
maintenance for the chronologically advantaged. She was very informative.

Veterans Day Breakfast (donation only) 8:00-10:30am and Veterans Day Ceremony at
11:00am on Friday November 11th. Please plan on attending.

The American Legion Thanksgiving Dinner will be held on Wednesday November 16th.
There is a signup sheet at the front bar for donation items needed for the dinner.

Thank you in advance for your contributions.

American Legion kitchen will not be serving any meals on November 23 & 25 due to
the Thanksgiving holiday.

Just a reminder that the December meeting will be our Christmas party. Bring a gift
(max cost of $25.00 or less) and an appetizer. It is a very festive evening.

Thought for the month:

If I waited until | had all my ducks in a row, I'd never get across the street. Sometimes
you just have to gather up what you've got and make a run for it.

Respectfully
Betty Hovey

President

Happy Thanksgiving to all !!!
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SAL News: Thanks to all members and spouses that have assisted in the past few months of transition. Bob will
never be forgotten! Moving forward SAL will have no scheduled meetings or activities until March 2023. This
does not mean we are standing still. Coming will be a web page and a new social media presence for SAL. Details
will be

announced soon. Make certain that SAL Post 624 has your email address. Send updated info to jjmel-
ody(@charter.net.

Membership cards for 2023 are now available. If you are a new member your Father or Grandfather must have
served. Proof of service is required. Also application for membership. Due to difficulties in the past with
communication, a new system will be in effect for obtaining 2023 cards. Here are the procedures: The fee for
membership is still $25, the same as the last several years. The fee should be submitted in a sealed envelope with
your name and SAL printed on the outside. Also include most recent address, phone number and email. This infor-
mation will be used by State HQ and this Post to establish current contact list. The envelope can be mailed directly
to the Post or placed in the blue SAL folder in the kitchen area. Please do not give to the bartenders, or another
member unless they understand envelope must go to SAL folder. The folder will be emptied the first and third
Wednesday of each month. Please no loose bills or checks, place in envelope, in the past these are misplaced or for-
gotten. How you want your card mailed include that info in the envelope. Hopefully with all info in writing cards
can be issued timely. Thank you for your cooperation. Jim Mellody, SAL. Contact info: jjmellody@charter.net,
text: 913-269-3375.

See all of you soon. Jim Mellody

Zack Whear

d American Legion
RIDER Post 624

Fall is here, the vibrant colors of the foliage as we travel the rolling hills of our Ozarks are
mesmerizing and the cool temperatures that blow on our faces remind us of the changing
seasons.

On Veterans Day we honor all

Who answered the call,

Soldiers young, and Soldiers old,

Fought for freedom, brave and bold,

Some have lived, while others died,

And all of them deserve our pride.

We're proud of all the Soldiers who,

Kept thinking of the red, white and blue.

They fought for us and all our rights.

They fought through many days and nights.

And though we may not know their name,

We thank ALL veterans just the same.

Happy Thanksgiving to all.. be safe in your travels and hug those near!

RIDERS



Hurricane Deck
Christmas Store

L me N Bean
A B 4% AmericanLegion
‘\(\92505 : A “Santa’s Helper”
y &C .

\\‘ ‘06\‘, « Toys, Art Supplies and Kits,
ScienceKits, Sports items

+ [tems for Stocking Stuffers
(NO CANDY please)

+ Clothing: Flannel pants/pa y
Socks, nderwear.p .Iackers)Coats.

Hoodies (Sizes Children’s XS, S, M, L, XL and 12
-14 kids)

+ Winter Blankets- (Fun fleece ones for
individuals)

Donation Boxes Located

at the American Legion Monetary donations:
ra Please Make Checks out to
(Please do not wrap) Pasas c:m y L
2 °
All items are for ages 5 to 10 o) i'n"m"’m"‘“w““lo:e“’
(but if some arefor older or thatis OK, Hurricane Deck, and

since families can shop for r whole family) leave it at the Front bar.
Donations will be delivered December 13th.



= ¥ 4

-qete rang
** Day **

Nov.11, 2022
Breakfast
8am-10:30am
Free but Donations
Appreciated
AUX Bake Sale
Ceremony @1lam

NOW TAKING FOOO DONATIONS
FOR THANKSIVING DINNER
SEE BARTENDERS FOR
SIGN P SHEET
WED NOV-16



LOCATOR CONTACT SEARCH

(http:/fwww.va.gov)

MENU

VA (http:/iwww.va.gov/) » National Cemetery Administration (/CEM/index.asp) » Military Funeral Honors

National Cemetery Administration

Military Funeral Honors

"Honoring Those Who Served”

The Department of Defense (DOD) is responsible for providing military funeral honors. "Honoring Those
Who Served" is the title of the DOD program for providing dignified military funeral honors to Veterans who
have defended our nation.

Upon the family's request, Public Law 106-65 requires that every eligible Veteran receive a military funeral
honors ceremony, to include folding and presenting the United States burial flag and the playing of Taps.
The law defines a military funeral honors detail as consisting of two or more uniformed military persons, with
at least one being 2 member of the Veteran's parent service of the armed forces. The DOD program calls
for funeral home directors to request military funeral honors on behalf of the Veterans' family. However, the
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) National Cemetery Administration cemetery staff can also assist with
arranging military funeral honors at VA national cemeteries. Veterans organizations may assist in providing
military funeral honors. When military funeral honors at a national cemetery are desired, they are arranged
prior to the committal service by the funeral home.

The Department of Defense began the implementation plan for providing military funeral honors for eligible
Veterans as enacted in Section 578 of Public Law 106-65 of the National Defense Authorization Act for FY
2000 on Jan. 1, 2000.

Questions or comments concerning the DOD military funeral honors program may be sent {o the address
listed below. The military funeral honors Web site is located at https://www.dmdc.osd.mil/mft/
(https:/iwww.dmdc.osd.mil/mfh/). [Link will take you off the VA web site.]

Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense
(Military Community and Family Policy)
4000 Defense Pentagon, Room 5A726
Washington, DC 20380

To arrange military funeral honors, contact your local funeral home.
—-—-—-‘-._._.--—-‘-_.-,_._,-l"_'-"“



WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW WHEN YOU FILE A CLAIM FOR
SERVICE CONNECTION FOR BILATERAL HEARING LOSS AND

TINNITUS, E,

Tinnitus is a noise in the ears, some describe it as a ringing in the ears, and others state it
is buzzing, hissing, chirping, whistling or other sounds. The noise can be iftermittent or
continuous, and can vary in loudness. 1t is often worse when background noise is low, so
you may be most aware of it at night when you're trying to fall asleep in a quiet room.

When filing a claim for bilateral hearing loss and tinnitus it is important to mention what
you feel your hearing loss and tinnitus are related to, What incident in service that was so
loud that could have damaged your hearing and cause you to have a ringing in your cars.
If you had an occupation in service that would be consistent with loud noise exposure
then it would be helpful to your claim to link them to your occupation. A single exposure
to a sudden extremely loud noise can also cause tinnitus. It is better for your claim if you
state the tinnitus has been constant ever since it began in service.

There is no test for tinnitus and you will be asked three questions. 1. Do you experience
any noise in the ears? 2. Is the noise in the ears constant or does it come and go? 3. How
long have your experienced the noise in the ears?

[n order to be service connected for the noise in the ears the examiner will be waiting to
hear from you whether you give the following answers: 1. Yes. 2. It is constant. 3. [
have experienced it ever since performing my duties in the service (such as aircraft
mechanic, sheet metal worker, part of a gun crew, mortar man, engineman or anything
that would have exposed you to loud noises in which you had no ear protection).

In 38 CFR 3.155(a)(2) and 38 CFR 3.159(c)(4) the concept of lay evidence is discussed.
[n the context of hearing loss and tinnitus, the veteran would be competent to provide lay
cvidence to assert he has hearing loss and tinnitus. Also the Court of Appeals for
Veterans Claims in the case of Charles v. Principi said that a veteran is competent to state
that he has ringing in his ears and when this phenomenon began.

You will be asked several questions about your exposure to extreme loud noises after
service. The key thing to remember is that in service you probably did not have ear
protection and after service you probably did.

You will then be asked how long you have noticed the hearing loss and the best possible
answer to give is that you feel your hearing was damaged by the same incident that
caused you to have ringing in the ears. Do not guess how many years ago that you first
noticed the hearing loss because if it doesn't match up with your service your claim will
be denied.

Do nat take this paperwork to your gxam,
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WHAT EVERY VETERAN NEEDS TO KNOW

‘When you receive VA benefits it does not take -be*nefits away from

any other veteran.

There is no time limit to file a claim for VA compensation of

pension benefits. Veterans serving more than 60 years ago are
being awarded benefits everyday. i

The number one and two disabilities granted in -the Country are -
bilateral hearing loss and tinmitus (inging in the ears). Any
combat veteran or veteran who had 2 military occupation that was
consistent with exposure to acoustic tranma should file a claim.

Millions of veterans had their records destroyed in the fire at the
National Personne! Records Center in St. Louis, MO in 1973. Lost
or destroyed records don’t mean you can’t be granted bensfits. It
depends-on what information is on your Discharge Document.

Most veterans who sérved in the Battle of the Bulge or Chosin
Reservoir are granted tota] disability benefits from the VAasa
result of their cold injuries. If any veteran was exposed o exwreme
cold remiperamies for long periods of time in service thev should
consider filing a claim. pe B

Any veteran whe served on land in Viemam was exposad 1o Agent
Orange. There are 1% conditions recognized as being relared 1o
herbicide exposure. The most common is Type 2 diabetes, prostate
cancer, lung cancer and cancer of the larynx. Any of those
veterans who have been diagnosed with these disabilities should

file a ciuim for compensation.

Receiving compensation affects what you are entitlad to from the
VA medical center. Any veteran awarded a 10 percent evaluation
is entitled to free inpatient care, outpatient care, eveglasses and



heanng aids ot any VA facility. When a veteran is reted 30 percent
‘or morc they are enfifled to additional compensation for their
dependents. When a veteran is rated 50 percent or more they are
entitled to ¢free medication for all conditions whether service

connected or not. When a veteran is rated 70 percent a veteran can
get free nursing care-from the VA. "Most veterans who are not
gainfully employed and who are rated 60 percent or more can
apply for a 100 percent evaluation (individual unemployability
benefits). Age is not a factor. A veteran can be 90 years old and
still be awarded these benefits.

All wartime veterans are potentiaily entitied to a pension from the
VA depending on their income. ~ Any wartime veteran who is
totally disabled or over 65 years old or in receipt of Social Security
benefits may be entifled to 2 VA pension depending on their
income and medical expenses. Nursing home care and in-home
care are considered medical expenses. - Example: Single World
War II veteran needs aid and attendance of another person. His
income is $1,520.00 in Social Security benefits. He moves in with
his daughter and gives her his income from Social Security to take
care of him. His income for VA purposes is reduced to zero
because all his income is being used for his care. The VA will
award this veteran $1,519.00 2 month in pension benefits.

WARNING TO ALL VETERANS: There are agencies out there
that will send strangers to vour home to provide services to vou in

order to get yvour VA pep.s*an benefits. You can gat these benefits
from the VA without giving your VA pension to these agencies.
Our services are free of charge and you don’t have to pay an
agency $25-835 an hour to complete paperwork on you that we
will complete for nothing. These are benefits that you have
vared; don’t give them to a stranger.
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www.decolnsurance.com A ; Tl'\JE & CL’IULINE
508 N Main ~ PO Box 1646 7 - !
Laurie, MO 65038

Licensed in Multiple States
40+ INSURANCE PROVIDERS

Jayco = Salem * Cougar * Rockwood ¥ East to West *

309 E. Valley Drive, Linn Creek, MO 65052
Sales & Service: (573) 317-1001
Fax: (573) 346-0548
Email: sales@qrvs.net

%Restaurant & Lounge

= (573)374.8770
fax (373)374-85865

) i
Kevin & Diane Holt
Qroners/Operators
PO Box 1275
Huwy 5 - 310 8. Main
Lauric, MO 65038
c[ummsry coullbbaclefa ‘vahoo.com

www.chame n-m:ru]]]"bm !-P comn

The Pampered Pat
Tloa/"ar Coroaming
[og/C az Boardme
Do Dlayzaare !
g fulie Hafer Qumer

' s73-207-0557 Office
sy3-280-2167 Cell

szteg Moreh Seace Huy. 5
Sunrise Beach, M. tsorg

LT .- 2 . . -'.l wune ThelamperedPes info H‘.‘y 5 : =
ot T ™ Laurie, MO 65038 573-374-?922
. CYPRESS CAY
@ SIMPLE CREMATIONS dvgntage
AFFORDAELE BURIALS
SPECIALIST IN ATINE iore
A% NEFITS Your Complete Marine Center
ETERASS BENEFI New and Used Boats
(573) 442-7850 kil
? . Sunrise Beach, SO 6207
o ' unrise Beac
‘CREMATION & BURIAL SOCIETY 'z, Faneral Cane~ Office: 573.374.2231
616 JACKSON ST, » COLUMBIA, MO 65203 www.AdvantageMarineLOTQ.com Fax:573.374.2232

\_ Detighter and Sen-la-Law of Ken Bishap




Steens Salen
Vicki Sawyer

208 N. Main Street
| Laurie, Mo.

573-374-8282

573-374-2249 | Fp

877 State Road TT Cell (816) 547-6
: Sunrise Beach, MO 65079 Fax (573) 374-787
/
www.lakesunrooms.com M k M f t S eartlandmatineboats.com
info@lakesunrooms.com z’ e oorma/n i www.heartlandmarinebgats.com

. Derek Thomason - agent

. 3005 Main St., Ste, B
Laurie. MO 65038-1510

i DThemason@Shelterinsurance.com
Shelterinsurance.com/DerekThomasan

P 573-374-6331 C 660-287-1100

F 573-374 1726

Joei Clark
Bianager

Ouners: Mctt & Amber Schmict

13993 N, State Hry. 5 '
"WE SPECRUZE I BORT SEAVICE, REPRR & SORT BRONEARGE

Sunrise Beach, MO 65079
S73-374-5854

’ Serving the Generations Since 1882
i

| THE BANK OF
. VERSAILLES
"'The products you need. The technology you want, The service you deserve

Versailles (573) 378-4626 Motor Bank (573) 378-4233
Laurie (573) 374-6575 Greenview (573) 873-8000

= www.bankov.com  reabersoic




