




COMMANDER’S MESSAGE

 NOVEMBER 2022  

Legionnaires, Fall is here in full force, acorns and leaves are falling, hunting season and the holidays are upon us already. 
It seems the year just started, and yet, it is almost over. The Legion has done so much in the past couple of months it was like a 
beehive of activity. 

In October, our mouse race was an incredible success, and fun as ever! My mouse seemed to want to nap, obviously  
defective, but I digress. Silent auction was also a great hit. Keep it up Auxiliary! The Turkey Shoot started and is only a 

$35 buy-in for 16 chances to win; you’d be hard pressed to buy that much fun, for that little cash anywhere!! Every Saturday at 
noon! Be there early to enter! 

We had a great turnout to the first Lake West Chamber of Commerce Social at the post. This gave many business  
managers in the community a look at the post, information on the post, our calendar, and activities. I was pleasantly  
surprised at their input on how nice the facility was, how supportive our staff was, and how inexpensive the drinks were. 

Thank you to all the bartenders and kitchen staff that made the event such an overwhelming success. You make the Legion proud. 
We also had our Oktoberfest celebration  

mid-month and had a wonderful turnout for our Craft and Car show, just a  couple days ago. AND… THE GUNS ARE 
FINALLY DONE! A Job well done by our own Ted York for setting up and working with the team and by Brett and his team 
from Lakeside Dustless Mobile Blasting. They did a great job, for COST. One of the younger men on the team was heard to say, 
“this is important, isn’t it,” the reply was “you bet it is. Probably one of the most important things you will ever do.” That is 
AMERICANISM and shows me there IS hope for the future. Thank you, guys!! 

Coming up in November, don't forget election day on the 8th, our Veterans Day breakfast, Flag Ceremony, and  
entertainment on the 11th. Please invite the veterans in your life, friends, family, even the guy you see at the grocery store 

with the Vet hat on. We will also be  
having a Thanksgiving dinner on the 16th.  
Let’s take care of VETS! - 1st Vice, John Seward, is looking for people to assist in buddy checks. We need about 20 of 

you to make about 25 phone calls each, to check on members, our fellow Vets. This has a few goals in mind:  
Make sure they are ok, see if they or their family have what they need. 
Make sure our records are correct. 
See if they are receiving information from us via newsletter, get it to them Email or paper format. Invite them to a 

ceremony, dinner, or some other event; offer a ride if they need. 
Please help 1st out in this endeavor, it is important work to take care of our members, especially prior to the holidays.  

Let’s take care of YOUTH! We will be accepting donations for the Hurricane Deck Elementary Christmas Store, please 
see the  

attached flyer for details. Keep in mind that MANY of these children live below the poverty line. Their families are trying 
to keep dinner on the table and roof over their head. We can make a huge difference in the lives of these children. I thank you in 
advance for your  

donations! 
Drum roll please… Legionnaire of the month is Tom Boyce. He is my Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms, he is a member of and 

attends almost all Honor Guard functions. He is THE example of what we should all do when someone enters the post, me  
included. I have heard from new patrons he is “welcoming”, “friendly”, and “makes me feel comfortable and wanted”. 

Thank you, Tom, for your friendly, open, and  
welcoming nature. Dinner and a drink on the Commander! 
Thank you, and have a safe, fun, and productive month everyone!          Austin Teel Commander 



Now that all the results are tabulated from the September 24th “Mardi Gras, Mask, 
Murder Mystery” dinner event, we realized what an epic event it was. We had a sold 
out house. Thank you so much to everyone that attended the night. I cannot begin to 
express my thankfulness, gratitude and amazement to our American Legion family for 
coming together for this event. So much hard work and energy went into this. I wish I 
could list everyone involved, but that would be a very long list.  
 
The “Silent Auction” event on October 8th was a very worthwhile fundraiser. Thank you 
to everyone that donated items and helped with setup and tear down and also thank 
you Lisa Seward for chairing this event.  
 
Results from the “Fall Craft Show”/Car Show will be reported in the December  
newsletter. 
 
I would like to thank Candace  Malson, DNP,RN,ANP-BC from Lake Regional Clinic 
(new Auxiliary member) for speaking at our October meeting, regarding health  
maintenance for the chronologically advantaged. She was very informative. 
 
Veterans Day Breakfast (donation only) 8:00-10:30am and Veterans Day Ceremony at 
11:00am on Friday November 11th. Please plan on attending. 
 
The American Legion Thanksgiving Dinner will be held on Wednesday November 16th. 
There is a signup sheet at the front bar for donation items needed for the dinner. 
Thank you in advance for your contributions. 
 
American Legion kitchen will not be serving any meals on November 23 & 25 due to 
the Thanksgiving holiday. 
 
Just a reminder that the December meeting will be our Christmas party. Bring a gift 
(max cost of $25.00 or less) and an appetizer. It is a very festive evening. 
 
Thought for the month: 
 
If I waited until I had all my ducks in a row, I’d never get across the street. Sometimes 
you just have to gather up what you’ve got and make a run for it. 
 
Respectfully  
Betty Hovey  
President  
 
Happy Thanksgiving to all !!! 



 
 

SAL 

RIDERS 

Fall is here, the vibrant colors of the foliage as we travel the rolling hills of our Ozarks are 
 mesmerizing and the cool temperatures that blow on our faces remind us of the changing  
seasons.   
On Veterans Day we honor all 
Who answered the call,  
Soldiers young, and Soldiers old, 
Fought for freedom, brave and bold, 
Some have lived, while others died, 
And all of them deserve our pride. 
We're proud of all the Soldiers who, 
Kept thinking of the red, white and blue. 
They fought for us and all our rights. 
They fought through many days and nights. 
And though we may not know their name, 
We thank ALL veterans just the same. 
Happy Thanksgiving to all.. be safe in your travels and hug those near! 
 
 RIDERS 

SAL News: Thanks to all members and spouses that have assisted in the past few months of transition. Bob will 
never be forgotten!  Moving forward SAL will have no scheduled meetings or activities until March 2023. This 
does not mean we are standing still. Coming will be a web page and a new social media presence for SAL. Details 
will be  
announced soon. Make certain that SAL Post 624 has your email address. Send updated info to jjmel-
ody@charter.net.  
  Membership cards for 2023 are now available. If you are a new member your Father or Grandfather must have 
served. Proof of service is required. Also application for membership. Due to difficulties in the past with  
communication, a new system will be in effect for obtaining 2023 cards. Here are the procedures: The fee for  
membership is still $25, the same as the last several years. The fee should be submitted in a sealed envelope with 
your name and SAL printed on the outside. Also include most recent address, phone number and email. This infor-
mation will be used by State HQ and this Post to establish current contact list. The envelope can be mailed directly 
to the Post or placed in the blue SAL folder in the kitchen area. Please do not give to the bartenders, or another 
member unless they understand envelope must go to SAL folder. The folder will be emptied the first and third 
Wednesday of each month. Please no loose bills or checks, place in envelope, in the past these are misplaced or for-
gotten. How you want your card mailed include that info in the envelope. Hopefully with all info in writing cards 
can be issued timely. Thank you for your cooperation. Jim Mellody, SAL. Contact info: jjmellody@charter.net, 
text: 913-269-3375. 
See all of you soon.  Jim Mellody 





NOW TAKING FOOD DONATIONS  
FOR THANKSGIVING DINNER  

SEE BARTENDERS FOR  
SIGN UP SHEET 
WED. NOV-16  

Nov.11, 2022 
Breakfast  

8am-10:30am 
Free but Donations 

Appreciated 
AUX Bake Sale 

Ceremony @11am  














