Chapter #30

Pastors Beware

Do you remember the two brothers Cain and Abel? Cain killed Abel and that was the first case of family violence and bloodshed. Even though domestic violence is often labeled as the silent killer, it’s the secrecy of silence that kills. Oftentimes domestic violence is never disclosed or discussed but violence has its own distinct voice. 
“Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?”  “I don’t know, he replied. “Am I my brother’s keeper?” The Lord said, “What have you done? Listen! Your brother’s blood cries out to me from the ground” (Genesis 4:8-10).

Shhhh......  Can you hear the sound of blood crying out? 

There are so many women who have been murdered as a result of domestic violence. It’s time to hear the sound of their blood crying out. It’s time to understand that unless an exodus takes place this vicious cycle of murder and bloodshed will continue. It's time we stand up for justice and righteousness. It's time to speak out that abuse can no longer be tolerated. Not in this generation and not on our watch. 

No longer can this epidemic [wide-spread, plague, rise in] be swept under the rug. The cycle of abuse starts in the home but it doesn’t stop there. Violence has been trickling down to the community, workplace, schools and even the church. People have entered the house of God and killed human beings like it's nothing. 

It's time for the violence to stop!  Are we not the body of Christ? Aren't we the called out ones? What are we called out for? We are called to have dominion in the earth and to set the record straight. We have been given the power to make a difference. We must have influence. We must make an impact in this area. We are God's representatives. We are His agents of change. All too often we are saved, sanctified and battered. 

It’s happening all over the world. Leaders are not taking a stand for justice and righteousness. Communities are too afraid to speak up or speak out. The older generation doesn’t want to talk about it and the younger generation is too afraid and too ashamed to seek help. For centuries we the church has engaged in a vicious cycle. We are the church and we have participated in a cycle of cover-up. We have covered up for individuals that were clearly wrong. We have engaged in non-disclosure to prevent responsibility and accountability. We have been praying about it, meeting about it and not being about it. 

We're not building domestic violence shelters. We're not opening transitional living facilities. We're not conducting abuse prevention trainings or classes. We're not focusing on counseling the families effectively nor are we preaching sermons about the sanctity of human life.  We’re saying, “peace, peace” when there is no peace.

The very fact that domestic violence has taken the lives in the millions should cause us to rise up and say, “Not on my watch I will speak up, speak loud and speak now”.

For too long Christian leaders have been guilty of using God's Holy Word in an attempt to call what’s wrong right. Women have been encouraged to stay in abusive marriages, fast more and pray often. While at the same time she's being beaten, punched, kicked, strangled, choked and stomped on like a man in the street. Pregnant teens are being abused at an alarming rate putting babies at-risk of a miscarriage.

Are you a leader? 

What are you doing to show God’s disapproval? 

How are you getting involved?

Do you have any outreach ministries? 

Are you working with organizations in the field of domestic violence?

Are you opening transitional and recovery homes for victims?

The Word of God says to know what's right and not do it is as sin. For us to stand by and do nothing is sin. How can it be so easy to say, “I didn't know it was happening”, when domestic violence is happening all around us? Why is it that we can get information on anything else but we can't don’t have information about what's happening in our churches and communities? Could the answer be that we really don't want to know what's going on?  Do we fear that knowing places a responsibility on us? 

There is nothing to fear. We are responsible for what we know. To know the truth and do nothing causes nothing to happen. This issue is too widespread. It's happening everywhere and someone is being affected right now. Some family is on the run right now. Some battered woman is in a shelter right now. Some children are looking for a ray of hope right now. Some mother is wondering where the church is right now. Some teenager is on the verge of suicide right now. Some child can't sleep at night because of horrible nightmares right now.

There are families in trouble right now. Have we forgotten that family is God’s idea? Families are the thread of our society. The same families that are in society are coming to the church. Those who are being victimized are in need of healing and deliverance. The same problems plaguing society is impacting the lives of people who attend church. What’s happening in society can’t be separated from the church. Truth is people who attend church are part of society [humanity, culture, social order and general public]. 

If the church fails to minister to the needs of the family what will the families do? There are families who truly desire help, but don’t know where to go or what to do. 

When will the body of Christ become that safe haven?

Wasn't Jesus moved with compassion? 

Didn't He heal the sick and raise the dead? 

Didn't He give sight to the blind? 

Didn't He cause the lame to walk? 

Didn’t He tell the man to get up, pick up his bed and walk? 

Didn’t He dry up the issue of blood for the woman who was bleeding?

Didn’t He minister to the woman at the well? 

Didn’t He leave the church here to fulfill the great commission? 

Didn’t He empower us with the gifts of the Holy Spirit to get the job done? 

Isn’t the church the greatest healing center on earth? 

Didn’t He deliver the children of Israel out of Egypt?

Why then are we afraid to deal with abuse in the church? Why do we believe that coming to church makes issues go away? We do we believe that everything in a person's life is automatically okay just because they come to Church?

It's time for relevancy in the church. It’s time for the Church to stop functioning in dysfunction. It’s time for the Church to know why she is the Church. It’s time for us to stop playing professional Church and get un-churched. 

If we can't meet the felt needs of humanity why then call ourselves the church? Why not just shut the doors to the Church? Why refer to ourselves as a royal priesthood, holy people and set apart, if we are not going to do what we are set apart to do?

People need help with real life issues. They need more. God wants to do more than save our souls. He wants our everyday lives to be changed. God has a heart for the broken, hurting, outcast and downtrodden. What good is it to have a saved soul and a wasted life?

God wants people whole, nothing missing and nothing broken. People are not being made whole. Many are just being made to feel better. The reality is people need their lives changed. People need hope. People need a place to experience healing and recovery. 

Some families need a safe place to sleep at night so that they can make it through to the next morning. Yes, weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes in the morning. This can only happen when people are exposed to the truth. We (believers) are the Church. However, when we leave the Church we still deal with the realities of life, outside the four walls of the Church. 

“The Word of the Lord came to me: Son of man, prophecy against the shepherds of Israel; prophesy and say to them: 'This is what the Sovereign Lord says: Woe to the shepherds of Israel who only take care of themselves! Should not shepherds take care of the flock? You eat the curds, clothe yourselves with the wool and slaughter the choice animals, but you do not take care of the flock.  You have not strengthened the weak or healed the sick or bound up the injured. You have not brought back the strays or searched for the lost. 
You have ruled them harshly and brutally. So they were scattered because there was no shepherd, and when they were scattered they became food for all the wild animals. My sheep wandered over all the mountains and on every high hill. They were scattered over the whole earth, and no one looked for them” (Ezekiel 34: 1-6).
“This is what the Sovereign Lord says: I am against the shepherds and will hold them accountable for my flock. I will remove them from tending the flock so that the shepherds can no longer feed themselves. I will rescue my flock from their mouths, and it will no longer be food for them. For this is what the Sovereign Lord says: I myself will search for my sheep and look after them. As a shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is with them, so I will look after my sheep. 

I will rescue them from all the places where they were scattered on a day of clouds and darkness. I will bring them out from the nations and gather them from the countries, and I will bring them into their own land.  I will pasture them on mountains of Israel, in the ravines and in all the settlements in the land. I will tend them in a good pasture and the mountain heights of Israel will be their grazing land. 

There they will lie down in good grazing land, and there they will feed in a rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. I myself will tend my sheep and have the lie down, declares the Sovereign Lord. I will search for the lost and bring back the strays. I will bind up the injured and strengthen the weak, but the sleek and strong I will destroy. I will shepherd the flock with justice” (Ezekiel 34:10-16).

It’s time for the body of Christ to take a stand. It’s time to let the world know where we stand. Those who don’t stand for something will fall for anything. People matter to God. Regardless of what they’ve done or didn’t do they are still important to Him. Domestic violence should not be a taboo subject within the Church because it’s impacting the lives of families in the Church. There are victims of domestic violence sitting in churches all across America.  Where are the crisis response teams? 

When I was growing up in the church we had missionary and deacon boards. Today we need crisis response teams. You don’t have to be an expert. You just have to be someone who cares. Does your heart break for the things that break the heart of God? Are you the one set apart to effectively minister to families affected by the epidemic of abuse?

The Holy Spirit will empower you with the tools and resources you need. If we love God, then you can’t help but love His people. We need to be filled the Holy Spirit and operate with compassion and understanding.  

The God who sees still has a plan. We are His plan. Jesus was plan A, and there is no plan B. We are the body of Christ. We are His instruments of hope, help and healing. If it’s going to get done, where are those who are willing to do the work? Domestic violence awareness, prevention, education and recovery are biblical.

It’s your call. Are you going to be part of the problem or part of His solution? God still love these families, the battered women, the abusers, and the children. Victimization does not take away His love. When victims turn to you for help are you going to be there? 

The Church has been known for hurting it’s wounded. We must no longer kill those who are already dying on the inside. Because we are a community of believers it’s important for us to learn how to work together and heal those who are wounded. We do this through acts of compassion and service that’s focused on restoration of the whole person. It’s time that we become aware of social issues and seek to become trained in ministering to hurting families. 

We are entering a season where God is sending broken families to the Church to experience His saving grace. Saying that “We don’t know what to do” will no longer be an excuse. God wants you to get prepared for what He plans to do. There is getting ready to be an awakening. This is the year that He promises to break the cycle. 

It’s time. It is so important for us to remember that we all have a testimony. We are still a work in progress. I don't know anyone in the body of Christ who has arrived. I believe that if they have, God would just take them on to glory. But since we haven't He is still perfecting us. 

Perhaps you are reading this book but you have not experienced being a victim of domestic violence, sexual abuse, child molestation, rape, poverty or abandonment.  We’ve all been through something. That means that it's possible that you also have some scars that need healing and wounds that need cleansing. Sometimes we have to be reminded of where God has brought us from. This helps us to see that God has a cross over anointing for other people as well. No one is a hopeless case.

Think back for a moment where God has brought you from. May I ask you a question?


Where would you be if He didn’t look past your faults and see your needs? 

What would your life look like if He didn’t rescue from the mess you were in? 
Where would you be if he didn’t snatch you out of the crack-house? 

Where would you be if He would have left you dying in that dark alley all alone? 

Where would you be if you would have contracted HIV/AIDS? 

Where would your children be if He didn't keep you out of jail? 

Wasn’t it God who took care of them when you did go to prison? 

Where would your mind be if He wouldn't have delivered you from drugs? 

Didn't He forgive you for paying for those secret abortions? 

Where would any of us be? It's because of the grace of God that we are all still here. And because He left us here for a reason it's time to strengthen those who are on a journey. God is deeply concerned the issue of domestic violence among Christian and non-Christian families. 

We are all His creation, and He loves us all just the same. 

Women need to know that God is willing to move on their behalf. He’s waiting on them to give Him permission to get involved. He promises to defend those who cry out to Him. He’s never too busy, never too late and He has never lost a case. He is the best doctor and lawyer that anyone in this world could ever have. He’s waiting on Christian leaders to support His healing and deliverance plan.

I know Church life. I grew up in the Church. Today my father is a bishop and my mother is a pastor.  I am familiar with all of the auxiliaries. But times have changed and it’s time for our Churches to step it up a notch. When I was growing up we had deacons and trustees. Today we need crisis intervention teams comprised of people in the congregation who can effectively and compassionately respond to a crisis.

We need people who know what to do and how to do it. As leaders we need to know who does what and who knows what. We have people in congregations with specialized skills and degrees. In many Churches there are doctors, lawyers, non-profit leaders, advocates, business owners, counselors, therapists and law enforcement officers. What opportunities are we giving them to minister in the Church?

When I was a member of Christ Church as a lay member I attended trainings on domestic violence. Under the leadership of senior pastor, Dr. David Ireland, PhD, Christ Church worked with an outside organization that worked in the field of domestic violence. The church didn’t have to develop the material or spend time and resources conducting research. They worked with an organization that had already did all of that. 

Why re-invent the wheel? We have to learn how to connect and collaborate with organizations that are already doing the work and can help us. Additionally, under the leadership of Dr. David Ireland the Christ Church established a (CDC) or a community development corporation which enables the church to reach out and IMPACT the community in tangible ways. One of their projects is a home for battered women. It’s called The Abigail Project, and it serves as a safe place of healing and restoration for victims of domestic violence. 

Because I have received deliverance, healing and restoration while under the ministry and leadership of Dr. David Ireland and Pastor Marlinda Ireland I truly believe that the women and children that God sends to this ministry and the home they established will heal and rebuild their lives. I want to encourage you to educate yourself and your staff. 

There are certain things that leaders working on the front line in ministry need to know. If you don’t know about a particular subject bring someone in that does. Get a referral if necessary. It doesn’t take anything away from you or your ministry. Somebody needs to know how to respond.

We don’t have to pretend that we know something when we really don’t. You don’t have to be an expert in a particular matter in order to be effective. If you are a pastor and you don’t have people around you who are teachable and trainable why are they leaders? 

Only in the Church do we feel that it’s okay not to be informed, trained or educated on social issues. Doctors, lawyers, teachers, social workers, counselors, dentists, basketball players, football players, law enforcement, and many other fields know the importance of continuing education and personal development. 

These individuals know that if they don’t continue being informed, enlightened, trained or educated they run the risk of losing their license. Athletes know the importance of training, coaching and showing up for practice. They know that if they don’t it can impact the entire team because everybody has a role to play in the success of the team.

Are you the missing link? Are you doing all that you can do? Are you willing to stand up, and speak out against this issue? Would you like some additional resources for your ministry? Please feel free to contact me at Beyond the Abuse Ministries, P.O. Box 1781, Whiteville, North Carolina 28472 we will be happy to assist you.

As the body of Christ have to do better in this area. Domestic violence is just as serious as cancer, child abuse, HIV/AIDS, hunger, homelessness and poverty. However, it doesn’t get the attention that it deserves. October is designated as the National Domestic Violence Awareness Month, this is a time set aside to bring awareness to the issue. 

No longer can we sit on the sidelines uneducated, untrained and unconcerned. If we, don’t make a difference who will? Why did God design the Church to be the greatest healing center on earth? If we’re not healing families effected by domestic violence then who will? It is my prayer that you have been enlightened by reading something in this book that compels you to get involved. It is the heart of God for us to become the answer to the world’s greatest needs. The world needs Jesus and if we are the body of Christ then we must take a stand. There is too much information and resources available for us to remain in the dark about such an issue. We are the light of the world. We have to position ourselves to make a difference in the lives of people in need. 

Below are some tips that can be of some assistance to you.  I would also recommend that you connect with a community agency for further training and educational opportunities. If you would like my assistance please get in contact with me.

One of the resources that I received as a result of attending the training at Christ Church  was a book that I would like to suggest you read.  If you are a pastor I recommend that you get a copy of “Domestic Violence What Every Pastor Needs to Know” written by Reverend Al Miles. The ISBN# is 0-8006-3175-7. 

This book will change how you look at domestic violence.  It teaches you how to separate the myths from facts. You will hear voices of survivors.  Men and women of God it’s time for us not only to hear, but listen with hearts of mercy and grace. This book is changing how Christian leaders respond to the issue of domestic violence. The following has been adapted from The Center for the Prevention of Sexual Assault and Domestic Violence, Seatle, WA 1996.  Responding To Abusive Partners: Guidelines For Pastors and Rabbis. 

**Remember the Goals**
Safety for the victim and their children, accountability for the abuser, restoration of the individuals and, if possible relationships. Or mourning the loss of the relationship.

DON’T pursue couples’ counseling with the abuser and partner if you are aware that there is violence in the relationship. Couples counseling actually increases the danger to victims.
If the abuser has been arrested, DO approach him/her and express your concern. Support the abuser in taking accountability for the violence in the relationship.

DON’T meet an abuser alone and in private, NO MATTER how well you know him/her. Meet in a public place or in the church or synagogue with several other people near-by.

DON’T approach an abuser or let an abuser know that you know about his violence unless a) you have the victims’ permission, b) the victim is aware that you plan to talk to their abuser c) you are certain that the victim is safely separated from his/her partner.

DO address any religious rationalizations an abuser may offer or questions he/she may have. 

DON’T allow religion to be used as an excuse for abusive behavior.

DO name the violence as the abuser’s problem, not the victim’s. Tell the abuser that only he/she can stop the abuse; and you are willing to help.

DO assess the abuser for suicide or threats of homicide. 

DO warn the victim if he makes specific threats towards her, but also be aware that suicides by domestic violence perpetrators are often suicide/homicides. Take threats by abusers very seriously.
DON’T go to an abuser to confirm the victim’s story.

DON’T give an abuser any information about the victim or her/his whereabouts.

DON’T be taken in by an abuser’s minimization, denial or lying about the violence. 

DON’T accept anyone blaming the victim or other rationalizations for the abuse.

DON’T be taken in by an abuser’s “conversion” experience. If it is genuine, it will be a tremendous resource as he/she proceeds with accountability. If it is phony, it is only another way to manipulate you and the system and maintain control of the process to avoid accountability. 

DON’T advocate for the abuser to avoid the legal consequences of the violence.

DON’T provide a character witness for this purpose in any legal proceedings.

DON’T forgive an abuser quickly and easily. DON’T confuse remorse with true repentance.

DON’T send an abuser home with prayer. Work with others in the community to hold the abuser accountable for his/her actions.

DO pray with the abuser. Ask God to help him/her stop the violence, repent and find a new way. DO assure the abuser of your support in this endeavor.

DO find ways to collaborate with community agencies and law enforcement to hold abusers accountable for their actions.

DO refer to a program that specifically addressed abusers. Anger management is NOT the issue!
*Please note: All reliable studies confirm that 80-90% of domestic violence is perpetrated by men, mostly against female partners. Gendered pronouns here reflect the gendered dynamics of domestic violence.
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Phone: (910) 234-3092

