











Western classical (Bach (3), Beethoven (2), Holborne, Mozart, Stravinsky) 8 (30%)

Asia (Azerbaijan, China, Georgia, India, Indonesia, Japan) 6 (20%)
Oceania (Australia, Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands) 3 (11%)
Western jazz, rock, blues (Louis Armstrong, Chuck Berry, Blind Willie Johnson) 3 (11%)
Africa (Benin, Democratic Republic of Congo) 2 (7%)
North America (Mexico, Navajo) 2 (7%)
South America (Peru (2)) 2 (7%)

Europe (Bulgaria) 1 (4%)
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Masu. Columbia World Library, Vol. XI: Japan, the Ryukyus, Formosa
and Korea, coll. and ed. by Genjiro Masu; Columbia Masterworks
KL-214. o.p.

McAllester and Brown. Music of the Pueblos, Apache and Navaho, rec. by
David P. McAllester and Donald N. Brown; Taylor Musuem of Colorado
Springs Fine Arts Center KCMS 1204; Library of Congress Catalogue
No. R61-1317; 1961.

‘McClennon. Field recording made in Sepik Region, New Guinea by Robert
McClennon.

McLeod #1. Field recording-m;ae among the Sakalava people of the
Malagasy Republic by Norma McLeod; 1962,

McLeod #2. Field recording made in the village of Ambalanosy, Malagasy

Damishld a hir AWasma MaT aads 1089




T CARLSAGAN

FD.DRAKE, ANN DRUYAN,

TIMOTIY FERRIS, JON LOMBERG.
AN SAGAN

New Guinea

From the island of New Guinea comes another sample of ancient
tribal music, this played on two large hardwood horns. Listeners will
notice the beauty of the alto theme sounded at the beginning and end.
The intervening duet may at first sound repetitious. Closer listening re-
veals that the same figure is never played twice in quite the same way.
The variations prove to follow a structure of their own, and attending to
them—an exercise something like attempting to reconstruct an un-
sounded voice in a Bach fugue—introduces the listener to a music the
nature of which [ would call hypnotic. The closest parallel in nature I can
think of is the interlocking call of crickets—a sound that, once you at-
tend to it, displays patterns of bottomless variety.

New Guinea has been inhabited by humans since prehistoric times,
sustaining that interplay of people from surrounding cultures we so
often find at the roots of accomplished music. Most natives of Papua,
New Guinea, live in male-dominated societies led, as elsewhere in
Melanesia, by a “big man" who owes his leadership not only to heredity
but also to his demonstration of appropriate abiliies. He and his fol-
lowers spend much of their time in the men's house, an elaborately
constructed dwelling whose carved hardwood roof beams may tower
thirty or forty feet over the village. Prior to important ceremonies, the
village males gather in the big man’s house and play this trancelike
music on large horns. The horns, a male symbol, may not be played, or
n some cases even viewed, by women.

Alan Lomax, in what may not be too great a leap of analogy, sees
this way of life echved in the New Orleans black men's lodges whose
horn music produced Louis Armstrong. Lomax describes a New Guin-
ean ceremony: “In New Guinea the men's music plays an important
part in the yam/pig economy. There is great pressure to acquire more
land to raise more yams to feed more pigs and people. Ceremonial
feasts are held to cement alliances— and incidentally to slaughter some
of the pigs that are eating the tribe out of house and home. At these
teasts the men put on displays of aggressive singing and dancing. The
thunder of their choirs and stamping feet can be heard miles away. The
dancers wear elaborate shoulder and head decorations of leaves and
feathers sometimes rising ten or fifteen feet into the air, like trees wav-
ing in the wind, The design of these costumes match Picasso or
Matisse, but they fade after a day or so and are thrown away. Days and
weeks of planning and work in the men's house go into creating these
ceremonial displays. One group in western New Guinea carves images
of alligators, many of them eighteen to twenty feet long. When the
ceremony is over, all are discarded, thrown in the river, to make way
for the next year's creations. These people are fantastic artists.”

The recording was made by Robert MacLennan.
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Eimportant part (l)1f its jlourney ———

into outerspace, the exploration _ ol Bl S

£ of the sotar systom, sending Mﬂ& New Guinea

= back magnificent close-up pi ;

= tures of and information about 12 ifears and at a speed of 60,000
miles an hour, Voyager II

= the planets and their satellites,
=craters, rings, ice formations, passed Neptune and set out into

n
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remotely possible intelligent
beings beyond Neptune who

=volcanoes, and countless other
uality and quantity

=data, in

Ebeyond the most optimistic
Sex tions of astronomers.
25 August, 1989 after flying
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tures, music,

outerspace with a further task,
‘the transmission of sample pic-

"friendly earthlings," for at least
another twenty years, to any

miﬁht capture the signals.
The music and languages are=
on a golden (more or less inde-=
structible) recording disc.
Among the language and musi-

to page 2

and speech from

from page 1

cal samples chosen
were also those from
mission anthropologist,
Fr Louis Luzbetak,
SVD, obtained durin,

his study of the cul-
tures of the peoples of

the Highlands of Papua
New Guinea inthe

1950s. PN G may bein
communication some-
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A message from PNG

~1989."A Message to Quterspace from

Papua New Guinea.” The Times of Papua New
Guinea (7-13 September): 1-2

day with beings in out-

erspace. Remotely pos-
sible and fantastic, to

say the least, but who

can tell?
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Niles, Don. 1990. “Sepik Music in Quter Space.” Thel Times of Papua New Guinea (6 September): 19.

. - . the staff of the Music Department at the
Sepik music in outer space instie fened o copes o fcCemnan's

the archives.

by DON NILES Aeronautics and Space Administration Guinea, and whenever le, he would Finally, the identification was made. The
Music Department National (NASA) in the United States. After a long attempt to record the music of the people example sent on the Voyager is called
Fenaioh Taatitit delay they told us to contact the Jet Propul-  he visited. . Kaba.ltisafragment from a longer com-
nsticuce. sion Lal y, which is resp for is ere also the initial inspi-  position called ﬁaﬁumny of the Nyaura

research on the planets. ration for the first dissertation to be writ- Clan,

ON July 23, 1964 Pranis Pandang and JLP in turn forwarded the letter to Jon  ten specifically on the instrumental music  This piece of ceremonial music is clan
Kumbui of Kandangai village in the Mid-  Lomberg, one of the artists responsible for of the Middle Sepik. Gordon Sﬁerrrm, a spz:i{& and is often performed to com-
dle Sepik played some traditional music ~ the photographs and diagrams sent on the  well-known musicologist at the University memorate the death of a person, or the
on sideblown flutes for Dr Robert MacLen-  Voyager. He felt the only way to find out  .of Queensland, is a good friend and former  completion of a new house or new canoe.
nan. Little did they know that 14 years ~ was to send us a copy of the recording.  teacher of MacLennan. When he heard  The feasts for such occasions are called
Tater, this recording would be on its way to  This tape is now in the music archives of . M, Lennan’s recordings, he was so  sagi. Such a sagi is likely to last up to16
outerspace with other scientific equipment  the National Research Institute of PNG i iesed that he began to research music  hours, often from sunset to mid-mornin
aboard the US spaceship Vuy:lger. Studies. ;. of the Middle Sepik area. of the next day. Such a performance pri-
Until recently, there was a ot of confu- n hearing the ‘M'“ was obvi- ged by Macl he visited the  marily involves a solo singer, rhythmically
sion about what exactly was sent from  0us that they were of the Middle Sepik  4roq petween 1%72 and 1973, focussing on  accompanied by a kundu and split bam-
Papua New Guinea aboard the Voyager.  flutes and were very likely made by Dr.  Kandangai village for his rescarch. boo struck on the ground, and a male cho-
The main book on the Voyager record ~ Robert MacLennan. o The results of Spearitt's study have rus joining in at appropriate times.
called Murmurs of Earth by Carl Sagan ~Robert MacLennan is a medical doctoral 5 5 peared in fis two volume
mentions recordings by Dr Robert  the 1 of Medical ion, The Music of the latmul Peo- ~ What is heard on the Voyager example is
MacLennan and describes music from  Research, with a long association With  pie of the Middle Sepik River (Papua New a fragment of this ype.of flute music. This
"New Gumea"&]ayed on “two large hard-  Papua New Guinea. % uinea) with Special Reference to Instru-  type of music has also become well-known
wood horns.” The map ncmmpawi:? the He first worked inPapua New Guineaas  nenta] Music and Kandangai and Ajbom”  outside the Middle Sepik and i;gencﬁlly
book locates the origin of these recordings @ medical assistant in Soroka in 1952. Fol-  (1979) as well as numerous other publica-  identified with the Sepik area, and even at
in the Irian Jaya highl. lowing work in Mt Hiﬁ?nv he was special iong He has also worked with the Nation-  times used as a symbol of Papua New
To add to the confusion, a short news ~ Medical Officer (medical rescarch) in ) Research Institute to produce a seriesof ~ Guinea
item on the front page of this newspaper  Maprik in 1962-64. He has continued 10 rocordings of music from that area. While for the purpase of scholarship, it is
on September 12, 1089, stated that the  undertake medical research in Papua New  “ypen we received the Voyager tape from ~ important for us to know these exact
Guinea, the most recent being onbetelnut 1 p, 3 copy was sent to Spearitt and  details, it is a great honour that an example
chewingand oralcancer.  MacLennan in Brisbane to identify exactly ~ of Papua New Guinea's musical heritage
Dr MacLennan has a special interest in  hich piece was sent on board the space-  was chasen to represent the people of
the traditional music of Papua New  jh:p "4t the same time in Port Moresby, carth.

P20. Theatre company goes to Japan,
P21. Eire saxophonist offers view on PNG music
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Making music in space

By ENNIO KUBLE

PORT MORESBY: As Prime Minister Sir
Julius Chan received this gold disc from Pro-
fessor Robert MacLennan of the Queensland
Institute of Medical Research in Parliament
yesterday, the United States space probe Voy-
ager was hurtling out of the solar system into
the unknown.

On board the Voyager is a piece of flute mu-
sic from Papua New Guinea’s East Sepik
Province, a copy of which was presented to the
PM.

“One day it won’t just be PNG music in
space, but the country’s men and women,”
said Sir J as he received the disc.

The presentation was accompanied by a
book “Murmurs of the Earth”.

U | Y A A

Prof MacLennan said the commemorative
edition contained a gold-plated phonograph-
record inscribed with music, images and
sounds of our planet including the piece from
the Iatmul people of the middle Sepik.

“That piece was selected to go in space be-
cause of its beautiful playing, one of the finest
in the world’s music,” he said. |

He said he did the recording in 1964 at Kani- |
gaig village, East Sepik where he worked asa |
district medical officer.

He said the main idea of sending pho-
tographs, music and greeting cards into space,
including a piece from PNG in the Voyagerin
1977, was to find out if other civilisations ex-
ist. If they do so, they might decode the mes-
sages and learn about our civilisation, he said.
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DR. Robert
MacLennan died
on March 18,
2013 near his
home on Mount
Glarious,
outside
Brisbane, at the
age of B0, writes
DON NILES

" Voysger
apacecett

Carver of th dise
a0 Voysger

miologist, studying the patterns,

causcs, and eflects of heallh and
disease conditians, Bok lh:
wrnte extensively on the rela
herwesn tabacco, lime, and he:zl-wl
and mouth eancer, among meny sther
sibgects

He worked with the World Healh

Organisation and,
Oaneﬁdl.‘u! Insuitute of Medical Re-

wm 1have kncwn Bob for abas
3 three devades, 1'm astamed to sdmit
i kmon 3 of i impartan: medi-
cal reseanch.

You see, wheaever we would mest,
Ire would talk elnwet exchusively o me
aboul Pagus New Guine's traditional
tmigsie, e of Lis obseswond. Bob is the
man who cneSled PNU csic to travel
2 beyand Enrth, beyond fipites, Neptune,
and even Pluto.

Whik: Rob hegm his medical
studics in 1949 ot (he University of
Queencland, he also pursucd s love
af masie mdm ic-making wheoesar
passibin. ing year oe joned
mbenm amvu in the wniveraty
+ chois.
i In 1932 be was ooe of theee stadents
shoger Lo week in FNG a8 & cedical
¢ axsistank. Although be was oaly it
Gowokes for 10 weeks, fhat exposure to
the coumry ané its people would have
# peefoue.d effect on 1he ecurss of his

An internationally recowued epide-

lite.
i After gradieating as n ‘or\nl, Baob
became a distriet medical officer and
served in Mount Hagen from 1957~
1938, where he was the only,
man: doetar servicing 10 kospitals in
the area.
‘Bob walked 1 bot 1o da his job, g
£ wasinvolved with the anti-yaws cam-
I that helpad s much 1o cradicate
ﬂmtllmii\l: illoess. He then vined the
l formecd necdica] nesearch divi-
IINI of the PNG Health Depariment,
working in Port Moresby, Kikoni sad
Miaprik,
O these visits be heard much -

ditional music sad became fascinated
byit

Tavelling to Landrn in 1960 for
lovs and study, be e vt

froen & proeniscat music researehet 1o
vest i o Nagra, the bevt poiatie tnpe
reconer avaiiable at the time

Retween 1962 and 1964, he remarned
0 the Scpik arca with s Nagra foeun
timue hismedical rescarch, partiolarly
on viruses, Some of these Suulics in-

would alay snvite poople bosing
e play inadrusents, I this o he

made recordings in the Wiim, M;
Ml Sk wer LA Sk,
soe the Oksapmin area of We

e foen he WA 1lc"q|ikl‘ jam

hadknown Bob ‘ram ccir days in the

unvessity charus

'Hit ertinsiasm for the complex

ity and beacty of his mwiv inlrigwed
sud after bearing e msic

himself, Gordon desied e bud to

study this music in mrs depth e to-

tally changed the fous af his rescarth

interesis

By this tima Bob had moved 1o New
Oieans and taen 15 Tynn, Francs, o the
Internationnl Agency for Research on
e wad ahle o retam
during his leave. 1t was m
sach an pecasion in December 1992
that e s2d Gordos did callsbarative
fieldwork in Kandingei village, East
Sepik.
Althomgh intending tn further dece-
rent the recerdings Bob made o decade
ago, they aarived during an iristion
and were kept very busy recording tha
wsic with ancw stereo Nagea, Gordon
everiually wrote his doctoral disserias
tioa om thie music

Une of Bob's recondings was sent an
the two Voyager spaceeralt, laurched
by the US in Avgust and September
1577 1o study the outet solar system.

They Are now the: farthest mis-
made objects from Earth and were:

b MacLennan in Brisbans, 2007

respensiole for spectacular daty and
photograghe of Jupiter, Suture, Uramns,
aull Neplute. On éach spececraft is 2
‘Fold-pleted copper record, 30 em i
diameser, with inErEiions on how the

MUmdewnd‘hLWl There
are ciher grestings in 5 laguages, a
well as a sampling of (e many souncs
heard h s, the

trai, var, bass, pochet, kiss, snd mother
and child. Thereare alsu 116 1mages

A\W@Ihm)mmﬂm
Guinen musiks

‘showirg various sutural uad maa-made
features of omr planet, sush as, DNA,
sheletons, sea shwres, rivers, leaves,
s-mwﬂm. trews, insects, dolphing,
eugler, crocodiles, & shooieom,
np fuing: cocting, the hiwsos,
the Grea: WJ]I Taj Mal
13 Hoss, Lvr.uden Gl &
% '“inv Ope
There are ilsn 27 fragmens of
wusic, inciuding examples of classical,
blues, jaze, ek, erd traditinnal music
Vo may M surprised to lears that the
Bentles and Flvis are no: represcaied,
beat Papuia New Guinenis.

® Contimee next fswue...

D, Die Nilés is A:

Diracior
and Sexts o

Fifmamusicolagist a te
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DON NILES
continues
his tribute

to Dr Robert

MacLennan

B MacLomman-Chan

& MacLennon 1953

Priem Winistor Sir

Julles Chan receiving

copy of the

pubication concsrring
the'

racondings from
BabMacksanm, &5
raparted on the front
page of tha Hational af
10 May 1823

W MacLonnar
Voyager diss

The Sounds of Earth,
tha chcon Voyager
contalning Kandings!
sl

o Nyawen elan af
Kandingel villnge.
The tecording cn

© supi, duting which
 ihe exploite of clan
§ angesiors are
¢ “The recoring wits
i amade by s Robart
¢ MacLearan on fuly 23,
i 081

The individuzls who
carmpiled the seeord
far Vigager tricd to
© wcheet sourds snd
 images that wou'd
: display somesiiny of the
 ncellénos pussible by
¢ the people of carth.

?_%

committee
respansibie for the
record, poted fhat “the
spaceciall will b

enccuntered and s

+ record played aaly if

* there is advanced lpnn.-

farimg civilisatios

intersicllar space. B

the louoching ol this

+ “honle’ ino the ensmic

f ‘occan’ says something

wery hopeful about Jife
fins .

on this g

Al Papua, New
¢ Guinuans should be
£ prowd the a fragmest of
the traditional musizal
herige of this country
i 01 1t recand

When ths recordings
andd images from that
isc were availabhe on
D, Bob visited FNG
and presenied a copy of
ihe recordings o then
prime minister, Sir

diza Chan, on May 9,

abscrved that~hoe
of the best means of
cotmunicating aod
promoting PNG's

: eculwral idzmicy, be it
1 the woeld or 1o thy

eniverse, wis th
: the sounds of Nlrlm'.l\
! music

¢ been chosn heeause
2 ..r iss e ful pl

among
Fc\\ of this worlds
S music.
i Hobretied from his
wuck at (he Quoenstand
Instirute for Medical
* Rescar 96, but

i imsscad of resting, ho
+ worked barder than
¢ everio dovument the

recordings hie hasd mude
here in the early 1960,
He requmned 10

himwrite ond tramslate.
the texts they sang,
descaibe the occasions
whea such musie woald

be pe | or fo
learneryihing fusther
aboul the music he
loved g0 mush.

While Bub was
fusciraned by the
wonderful music e had

recorded, he was also.
wery eancerned shout
it% potential Inss. Many
of the men and women
who performed forBim
weie 1 last o know
these trabitions well

He was pariicularly
canerved show the loss

‘music associated with
COrCmOniEs

missions identified therm
theit participenis 25
Bob feh it wos
absalistely eential ko
ocument such malerial
while it wusstill
poasitie m do sa.

One day when | was
recovering from eye
surgery in 2007, Bab
was driving me though
the part of Brishane
where such specialist
dogiars were loan
Hz remuorked that iFhe
hadn't hesn 10 PNG
e would probably be
one of thern. [ wase't
exneily sure how o
weact; in setiscmest,
was be envious of their
muterial wealth, nes
urd tidy surgeries, and
comfartable exisence?
Bob cxplyincd that

sbsolucely cruty
had had o wark
that. He wae g0 groielul
for the waried
enices NG and
its penple hed given him
sndopened up e hir.
Absit 3 mocth before
his death, Bob amd |
commimmiczled sboul
2 bouk cu nsical
imstruments et my
instire plung on
producing. As slways,
ol generously offered
0 ke wvilosle any of
phistagrphs he bnd
tekem, now deposited
in the University

of Quesrishind
Astseopdicgy Mwes.
He a'sa e, 1 plas

oy ul"\Gmﬂmhr

faur manths 12 tidy up
som documentation”.
There was shways
mare documentation
19 collect, song fexis to
Aransosibe and translate,
el informtivn Lo bring
together. He aimed o
“produce CD .. each
with n boaklet with text,
words af soegs, and
m!m rpmwmiu“
felt this wauld be
wtreww\o pa'ml.lv
e

i pa i time here

el bree

tinagh B hed
SOMDS FOCEAL Seritls
medical (ssuesand &

gl voneentraticn of

woe who Lol

by loved

the music he was so

henoured to dozument.
Whenew

Part Masesby, Bob
wisited my Institute

o often said e

b wanled coies of

L

» wonaled share hal passion

availoile with us. PNG

and dedivationHe will
was lucky 0 have Bob be grealy missed.

13l fn love with s
smditional music.

Hig pecordings,
shotos, and films will

8 Dr.Dog
Niles s Acting
Dircetor amd Seniar

Erfinomsicofagist ot







© Dr Robert MacLennan

@ Dr Gordon D Spearritt
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Apertis opertis

QUEENSLAND INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL RESEARCH

Wednesday 27 October 1993

Mr Paius Wingti,
Prime Minister,
Papua New Guinea.

Dear Mr Wingti,

I have asked my sister, Mrs Margaret Sonter, to present to you a copy of the book
"Murmurs of Earth" and accompanying compact disks on my behalf and regret that I
was unable to deliver this to you personally when I was in Papua New Guinea
recently.

The Commemorative Edition gives an account of the two Voyager spacecraft which
were launched into space in 1977. Each contained a gold-plated phonograph record
inscribed with the music, images and sounds of our planet. The music includes
flute music from the Iatmul people of the middle Sepik area of Papua New Guinea
and was selected because of its beautiful playing, and because it was considered
to be among the best of the earth’s music.

The precise description of the PNG music in the book is incomplete and contains
some errors. The correct information, supplied by my colleague Dr Gordon
Spearritt who has made an ethnomusicological study of Iatmul music, is as
follows:

Opening section of a performance of the epic Mariuamanga. Singers have just
called the names of the totemic ancestors of the clan whose answer is this
music played on two long bamboo flutes, to the delight of those present,
The flutes have no finger holes, and are blown from the side. Mariuamanga
is a female ancestor of the Nyaura clan who normally carries firewood on
her head. She is also a black eagle known as *ngawi".

Recorded in Kandangai willage, a Iatmul village in the Middle Sepik River area in 1964 by
Robert MacLennan, MB BS. Ethnomusicological research by Gordon Spearritt, PhD, in 1970s.

I have very fond memories of working in New Guinea, first as a medical student in
GCorcka in 1952, as a District Medical Officer in Mt Hagen in 1957-1958, and in
Maprik in 1959 and 1962-1964. I found your country‘s music to be very beautiful
and recorded as much of it as was possible during the course of my work with the
Administration. Some has appeared on records in collaboration with your Institute
of Papua New Guinea Studies, but much more needs to be done so that your own
people and those in the rest of the world can learn about your unique music.

With very best wishes,

Yours sincerely, ,;_____‘_—-———ﬂ—""
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