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Voyager II launched on 

20 Aug 1977 

 

Voyager I launched on 

5 Sep 1977  



VOYAGER INTERSTELLAR 
RECORD 



VOYAGER INTERSTELLAR 
RECORD COMMITTEE 

1. Carl Sagan (1934–96): astronomer and science educator, 

executive director 

2. Frank Drake (b. 1930): astronomer, technical director 

3. Ann Druyan (b. 1949): writer and novelist, creative director 

(fiancée of Ferris, later Sagan’s wife, 1981–96) 

4. Timothy Ferris (b. 1944): science journalist and author, producer 

5. Jon Lomberg (b. 1948): space artist, designer 

6. Linda Salzman Sagan (b. 1940): artist (Sagan’s wife, 1968–81) 



MUSIC ON VOYAGER 

region no. % 

Western classical (Bach (3), Beethoven (2), Holborne, Mozart, Stravinsky) 8 (30%) 

Asia (Azerbaijan, China, Georgia, India, Indonesia, Japan) 6 (20%) 

Oceania (Australia, Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands) 3 (11%) 

Western jazz, rock, blues (Louis Armstrong, Chuck Berry, Blind Willie Johnson) 3 (11%) 

Africa (Benin, Democratic Republic of Congo) 2 (7%) 

North America (Mexico, Navajo) 2 (7%) 

South America (Peru (2)) 2 (7%) 

Europe (Bulgaria) 1 (4%) 



LOMAX AND MACLENNAN 
TAPE LENT TO VOYAGER 
COMMITTEE 



ROBERT MACLENNAN IN 2007 



“McClennon. Field recording 
made in Sepik Region, New 
Guinea by Robert McClennon” 

Lomax, Alan. 1976. Cantometrics: 

An Approach to the Anthropology of 

Music. Book and 7 audio cassettes. 

Berkeley: University of California 

Extension Media Center. 



MURMURS OF EARTH 
(1978) 



VOYAGER IN 
PNG 

The Times of  

Papua New Guinea  

(7–13 September 

1989): 1–2 



 

Papua New Guinea 

Sepik River area 



SEPIK RIVER AND KANDƗNGEI VILLAGE 

Kandɨngei 

Sepik River 



Iatmul 

ceremonial 

house at 

Sotmeli, 25 

December 

1972 



IATMUL PAIRED FLUTES 

“Mariuamangɨ,” 
performed by Pranis 
Pandang & Kumbui, 
recorded by Robert 

MacLennan in 
Kandɨngei village, 

East Sepik Province, 
Papua New Guinea, 

23 July 1964 

NB: other performers 
shown in photo 



PNG MUSIC ON VOYAGER 
CORRECTLY IDENTIFIED 

Niles, Don. 1990. “Sepik 

Music in Outer Space.” The 

Times of Papua New Guinea 

(6 September): 19. 



 

Murmurs of Earth; The Voyager 

Interstellar Record. 1992. 

(2 CD-ROM disks). 

 

Presented to PNG Prime 

Minister Sir Julius Chan by Bob 

MacLennan, 9 May 1995 



CELEBRATING MACLENNAN, 2013 

 



CONTACT WITH KANDƗNGEI 
Saturday, 8 June 2013 09:35 

 

Dear Dr. Niles,  

 

I am contacting you on behalf of Mr. Gottfried Saun, a ward member of the Gawi LLG from 

Kandingei ... 

 

He told me that only recently the people from Kandingei (Nyaura) had learned via a 

newspaper article that the mambu music recorded by Dr. Robert MacLennan during the 

1960s in Kandingei was sent to space during the 1970s and later given as a copy to the 

Prime Minister. Gottfried stated that the people from Kandingei are proud that their music 

was chosen to be sent to space, but that they are also upset that they were not informed 

about this and have not received a copy of the recordings.  

... 

Em tasol.  

 

Kind regards,  

Christiane Falck, PhD Student  

James Cook University 

The Cairns Institute, SASS  



Performing sagi music, 

Kandɨngei, 1975  

 

Ceremonial house post 



Information on 

recording prepared 

by MacLennan when 

planning to present 

the CDs to the prime 

minister, 27 October 

1993 



VOYAGER RELEASES BY OZMA 
RECORDS 

Book, 3 LPs, or 2 CDs 
https://ozmarecords.com/ 

David Pescovitz, Lawrence 

Azerrad, and Timothy Daly 

with their Grammy,  

28 January 2018 



Discussing Voyager in Kandingei men’s house, August 2019 

(photos by Gedisa Jacob and Christiane Falck) 



Presentation to Nyaura clan members, August 2019 (photos by 

Christiane Falck and Gedisa Jacob) 



Some of the recipients of the Voyager publication with 

anthropologist Falck and IPNGS staff, August 2019 (photo 

by Don Niles) 



Looking at the book 

concerning Voyager, 

August 2019 (photos by 

Don Niles) 



Notes by Ann Druyan, 

showing “N. Guinea” 

between Chuck Berry’s 

“Johnny B. Goode” and 

a shakuhachi 

performance, just as 

they appear on the 

final record 



 

 

Thank you. 

Tenkyu tru long harim toktok bilong mi. 

 
 

Don Niles 

Institute of Papua New Guinea Studies 

(dniles.ipngs@gmail.com) 

 


