Fdkestone and Hythe Birds
Tetrad Guide: TR3H

(Mill Point East, Folkestone Harbour and Folkestone Pie

The coastline is one of the main featur
within the tetrad, over half of which i
comprised by sea. There is a shingle be
which runs from the westend to Folkestone
Pier and at low tide a rocky aré®lill Point)is
exposed in the western section

Inland of this, in the western half of th
tetrad, is the Lower Leas Coastal Park, wt
extends into the adjacent squar&dhe Coasta
tIFNlZ 6KAOK A& I|faz

been regularly watched since 1988 and a tc
of 172 species have been recorded here (
full list is provided at the end of this guide).

The Coastal Park was created in 1784 whe
landslip produced a new strip of land betwet
the beach and the revised cliff linén 1828
the Earl of Radnor built a toll road providit
an easy route between the harbour ar
Sandgateand the toll house surviee as a
private residence within the tetrad.

Looking west along Folkestone Beach towards the Lower Leas Coastal Park



Lookingsouth-east along-olkestonePier

Either side of the toll road land was cultivated or grazed untthe 1880s pines and Bxggeen (Holm) Oaks were
planted, being soon followed by salfeded sycamores, creating a coastal woodland with a lower canopy of
hawthorn and ground cover, designed to appeal to visitors to the emerging resort of Folkestoress to this
wooded area iprovided by the toll road and several pathscluding the promenade on the Leas whiffords good
views into the tree ops, where crests, flycatchers and warblers, including Ydllmwed Warbler on occasion, may

be seen. The wood and adjacent scrulslbgas, including a coastal strip of Tamarisks, can be productive for migrant
passerines in season.

The eastern end of the coastal parear the Leas Lifiy aregular seawatching sitend, when conditions permit, a
walk out to the end of thé-olkestoneHarbour Arm gier) can enable excellent views of some species to be obtained.

Fulmarat Folkestone Pier Brent Geesat Folkestone Pier



Seawatching in spring will reveal ap-channel passage ofildfowl, waders,skuas, gullsterns and other species
and some impressive numbers have been logged here, including record area coGotambn Scoter (2,550 on the
2" April 2004), Fulmar (111 on the 2&arch 2017), Grey Plover (109) and Knot (104) (both on thil&y 2017),
the secondargest area counts of Brent Goose (2,580 on the\gril 2014) and Pomarine Skua (37 east on th2 30
April 2017), and the record spring count of Sandwich Tern (850 on thaid 2005).

Pomarine Skuaat Mill Point

Autumn sees a return passagehen record area counts of Gannet (985 on tifeNbvember 2012), Kittiwake (890
on the 8" November 2010) and Little Gull (87 on th® ISovember 1989) have been noted, whilstviinter Red
throated Divers, Great Crested Grebes, Cormorants, GuillemotsRazrbills are regular offshore, Shag is a
frequent visitor and Great Northern Diver, aRédnecked Blacknecked and Slavonian Grebes have occurred.

Arctic Skua at Folkestone Pier Kittiwake at Folkestone Pier

Scarcer species have included Garganey, Velvet Scoter, Goldeneye, Goosandéhnydaieazk Diver, Sooty, Manx

and Balearic Shearwaters, Avocet, Bitailed Godwit, Longailed Skua, Black Teand Little Auk, whilst S A O1 Q
Swan, Great White Egret, Ganl Sandpiper, Redecked Phalaroge { I 6 A @8 Quffin Bagef bken seen on a
single occasion.




Looking east from Folkestone Pier

Looking soutkeast across Folkestone Harbour



The shingle beach between Mill Point and the harbour holds a re@utgyed Plover roost, whilst Purple Sandpipers
may occasionally be seen on the pier (having been a regular occumaticabout 2005.

Folkestone Harbour attracts a good number of the regular gull species and Yediged(6), Caspiar{6), Glaucous

(3) andiceland(2) Gulls have also been recorde@mall numbers of Redshank and Turnstone overwinter here, with
other waders such as Sanderling, Dunlin and Knot possible usually in colder weather, whilst Black Redstart and R
Pipits are regular, and stetimes Kingfisher in winter. Oddities have included Mandarin Duck, Pgdbandtailed

Duck [ SIFOKQa t SGNBfX DNBe tKFEfFNRLIST [AGGHES 1dzl F YR

Ringed Plovers at Folkestone Beach Shags at Folkestone Harbour

CaspiarGullat Folkestone Harbour Yellowlegged Gulat Folkestone Harbour

Razorbill at Folkestone Pier Rock Pipit at Folkestone Pier




The rooftops within the town hold breeding Herring Gulls and Waxwings may occur inianuytars whilst gardens
have produced Ring Ouzel, Redstart, Black Redstart, Firecrest, Pied Flycatchiamdindh. Flyover raptors have
included Black Kite (in April 2017), Osprey, Honey Buzzard and Red Kite, whilst in May 1992 a Purple Heron flev
off the sea over the harbour and in May 1989 an Alpine Swift flew over Mill Point.

Access and Parking

There is pay and displaarkingalong Marine Parade betweeri' April and 38' September (and free at other times
maximum stay of five houyavhichenables access to Mill Point andjacknt to Folkestone Harbour Arm (£2.#0
two hour minimum stay, then a further £1.20 per hqwwhich is convenient for accessing the pier.

There is still a small area of free parking on Harbour Street (between thenbof the Road or Remembrance and
the inner harbour)with a one hour restriction (between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m.) ahthe Fish Market (near the Rocksalt
restuarant, by the outer harbouwyith a 30 minute restriction (between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m.).

Folkestonebus station is located within the tetrad and there are connections toebo@anterbury, Hythe, Ashford
and further afield, whilst Folkestone Central rail station is just to the north (in TR23 I).

Folkestone Harbour Arm is open daily between dawn andk dosugh may be closed if there is a danger of waves
overtopping the pier.

Other Natural History

The Lower Leas was evidently a wedlquented haunt of botanists and entomologists in Victorian times, and Henry
'ffeSid RS@P20Sa | 0OKKLIZSNINGF I NdzNk ¥ ABN A NBayR C2f 1 Sai
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Leguminosagof which he lists 22 species) and he desadtelength some of the more regular and unusual plants,
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Dr. Henry Guard Knaggs found it to be similarly productive for butterflies and moths and the site is mentioned ol
YdzYSNRBdza 200R&A2%a YAYNRBE SLIAR2LIGSNI 200dzZNNAYy3I Ay yS,
1870. Knaggs was one of the best known experts of the erad@md several species in the Folkestone area that
were new to Britain.Two of these were from the Lower Leathough the details provided of these and other
sightings were usually insufficient to identify the 1km square, so may have originated from TR23 H and are n«
included in the Species Lists.

Additions included the Scarce Chocokith L] 6 2 NJ & ! WK ANRKI SRS0a ONKR Sa K26 A
acquaintance with the species was made in the larval state; eleven caterpillars, found feeding on Ontario Poplar
2yS 2F GUKS LXIFydlFrdAazya ft2y3 GKS [26SN) { I whPHtheseS N
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colony only appears to have persisted until 1863 and it suagyested its disappearance was due to a terrific gale
December of thatgarwhichd 6 £ S¢ GKS LI FydlFdA2ya (2 AYAGKSNBSya¢s:s

Another new species was2 Y RQa 21 Ayal02ix RA&AZO0O2OSNBR Ay wmypyx (K
Morris's Wainsco{Photedes morrisii bongliiFrom the details given thioesappear to have mainly occurred this

tetrad, Kna@ & RS & O NRAAOYSKAl oKAZ2(¢a AGIK Sa af 21LJSa o0St2¢ {dd al NB |y
Tall FescueChalmerd dzy 41X gNAGAY 3 Ay a¢KS . dzi G SNFt A Swsin Ibcdlify isa 2 G F
rough extent of cliff between the Leas and the beach, the most accessible portion and that best known nowaday
being adjacent to the Road of Remembrahice L & | LILJErsiskeE uniil the 1R7A0&nSthat the succession of
grassland ito woodland habitat was responsible for its downfall.

Although the list covered thenacrolepidoptera a few notable records of microlepidoptera are mentioned. These
included a larva oBucculatrixartemisiella(Wormwood Bemwing), found on a Yarrow leah early June 1865.
Yyl 33a vy 2 cdiRe, ils Bdcurrende2of a Yarrow leaf was purely accidental; bdeduBucculatrixarvae

have the peculiarity of leaving theirdd plant to spin up their seelike cocoons elsewheée® ¢ KA & NBY I A
British record of this mainland European species.



Also of significant note were records S&potted Sulphur, Emperor Mothebennamicalis (Vagrant Twitcher),
Gillmeria pallidactylalYarrow Plume)loxostegesticticalis (Diamondspot Pearl) andeudonialineola (White-line
Grey).

No lighttrapping has been undertaken in the tetrad to date and moth records relate either tarlewdrs, with the
most noteworthy species beinghyllonorycter platan{London Midget) Ectoedemia erythrogenell@Coast Bramble
Pigmy) and Cosmopterix pulchrimellgPellitory Cosmet) or those encountered during the day, including
Hummingbird Hawdmoth.

Knaggs also listed some notable butterflies including @enville Fritillary which had been resident on the Lower
Leas wherdts food plart Ribwort Plaintain abounded, but even by 1870 it had become extinct. He alsovels
GKIFIG GKS tFfS /t2dz2RSR ,Stt2¢ o1 & a&@S NPainted dagfRébgeih ¢ A
noted.

A number ofother insect groups in particular have received very little attention here and thecke & potential to
extendseveralof the lists that are give below. A colony of Firebugs discovered in 2@48 the first county record

The coastal fauna igorthy of menion and sightingsof Common Porpoise, and Common and Grey Seals are
frequent, with Common Bottlenose Dolphim occasion, whilst a reasonable array of crustaceans, molluscs, jellyfish,
sea anemones, starfish, sponges and fish have occurred. The flora also includes species associated with a coze
environment, such as Wildabbage and Yellowworned Poppy.

) Folkgs‘ton_e"

MoONNA & Q& bondiiaf BolRestone Eeds Firebugsat Folkestone Leas

Barrel Jellyfish off Folkestone Pier Harbour Porpoiseff Folkestone Pier



General History

The earliest evidence for activity the tetradhas come fronrecentarchaeological excavatiomms the headland at
The Baylewvhich uncoveredate Neolithic pottery, flint flakes and tools dating to aboyd@ BC. Tik areawould
alsoalmost certainly have beesettled onduring the Late Iron Ag&oman periods and it is gelikelythat The Bayle
has been occupied continuously for a very long time.

In 630 ADEadbald(the King of Kentfoundedthe nunneryof St Peter and StPaulat the Bayle (the first to be
established in Kentind his daughteEanswythevas theabbess The nunnery was later destroyed (probably in the
9™ century) and, following some intermediate rebuilding, a new monastEojkestone Prioryvas builton the site

in 1138, with a church dedicated to. $tary and StEanswythe, which forms the foundation of the present building.

The church was largely rebuilt in the™8entury though some early features remain, such as the arcade of the
chancel from the 18 century. It is unusual in having a central tower angdrade II* listed. During renovation of the
church in 1885, a reliquary was discovered in a niche in the walls near the altar. From the ornamentation it wa
judged to be of the 12 century. It contained the bones of a young woman who died in theéhtury; from the
position of the reliquary, it was concluded that they were the remains of St. Eanswythe. They virtezned in the

same place, the niche covered by a brass door and grill.

The nearby British Lion is thought to be a very old public hous82ABRA Y 3 (2 GKS LIz f A Ol {
w22Y¢ 091 AR2 ¢y itscou padsbly dafe frenmas fabback as the 1460s, when it might have been
called the Priory Arms. However, the fitsme the British Lion is seen in print is when it appesrsurvey of
Folkestone undertaken bjohn Powelin 1782.

Church of St Mary and St Eanswythe British Liorinn

Records from the early YZentury reveal that fishermen used to pull up their boats close to the mouth of the Pent
Stream which flows into what is now the inner harbour. In 18064 Earl of Radnopetitioned Parliament for
permission to build a stone harboand an Act oParliament was granted in 180The original plans proved to be
too expensive to implement in full, bat western pier was completed in 1810, followed by another, running Rorth
east at right angles, ten years later. These drystone walls can still becgisgn t

In 1843 construction of a railway line running from London to Folkestone was completed and in the same year th
first ferry boat service between Folkestone and Boulogne commenced. The South Eastern Railway Company sc
began work on a branch lind@at would run down to the harbour (one of the steepest railway lines in the country,
descending some 111 feet in less than a mile) and in 1847 the viaduct and swing bridge were constructed, dividi
the inner and outer harbour areas, and providing accesa tevel area of land that had been recovered from the
sea.



