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The coastline is one of the main features 
within the tetrad, over half of which is 
comprised by sea. There is a shingle beach 
which runs from the west end to Folkestone 
Pier and at low tide a rocky area (Mill Point) is 
exposed in the western section.  
 
Inland of this, in the western half of the 
tetrad, is the Lower Leas Coastal Park, which 
extends into the adjacent square. The Coastal 
tŀǊƪΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ Ψaƛƭƭ tƻƛƴǘΩΣ Ƙŀǎ 
been regularly watched since 1988 and a total 
of 172 species have been recorded here (the 
full list is provided at the end of this guide). 
 
The Coastal Park was created in 1784 when a 
landslip produced a new strip of land between 
the beach and the revised cliff line. In 1828 
the Earl of Radnor built a toll road providing 
an easy route between the harbour and 
Sandgate and the toll house survives as a 
private residence within the tetrad. 

 
 

Looking west along Folkestone Beach towards the Lower Leas Coastal Park 



 
 

Looking south-east along Folkestone Pier 
 

Either side of the toll road land was cultivated or grazed until in the 1880s pines and Evergreen (Holm) Oaks were 
planted, being soon followed by self-seeded sycamores, creating a coastal woodland with a lower canopy of 
hawthorn and ground cover, designed to appeal to visitors to the emerging resort of Folkestone. Access to this 
wooded area is provided by the toll road and several paths, including the promenade on the Leas which affords good 
views into the tree tops, where crests, flycatchers and warblers, including Yellow-browed Warbler on occasion, may 
be seen. The wood and adjacent scrubby areas, including a coastal strip of Tamarisks, can be productive for migrant 
passerines in season. 
 
The eastern end of the coastal park (near the Leas Lift) is a regular seawatching site and, when conditions permit, a 
walk out to the end of the Folkestone Harbour Arm (pier) can enable excellent views of some species to be obtained.  
 

 
 

Fulmar at Folkestone Pier 

 
 

Brent Geese at Folkestone Pier 
 



Seawatching in spring will reveal an up-channel passage of wildfowl, waders, skuas, gulls, terns and other species 
and some impressive numbers have been logged here, including record area counts of Common Scoter (2,550 on the 
2nd April 2004), Fulmar (111 on the 24th March 2017), Grey Plover (109) and Knot (104) (both on the 5th May 2017), 
the second largest area counts of Brent Goose (2,580 on the 4th April 2014) and Pomarine Skua (37 east on the 30th 
April 2017), and the record spring count of Sandwich Tern (850 on the 19th April 2005). 
 

 
 

Pomarine Skuas at Mill Point 
 
Autumn sees a return passage, when record area counts of Gannet (985 on the 9th November 2012), Kittiwake (890 
on the 8th November 2010) and Little Gull (87 on the 8th November 1989) have been noted, whilst in winter Red-
throated Divers, Great Crested Grebes, Cormorants, Guillemots and Razorbills are regular offshore, Shag is a 
frequent visitor and Great Northern Diver, and Red-necked, Black-necked and Slavonian Grebes have occurred. 
 

 
 

Arctic Skua at Folkestone Pier 

 
 

Kittiwake at Folkestone Pier 
 
Scarcer species have included Garganey, Velvet Scoter, Goldeneye, Goosander, Black-throated Diver, Sooty, Manx 
and Balearic Shearwaters, Avocet, Black-tailed Godwit, Long-tailed Skua, Black Tern and Little Auk, whilst .ŜǿƛŎƪΩǎ 
Swan, Great White Egret, Curlew Sandpiper, Red-necked PhalaropeΣ {ŀōƛƴŜΩǎ Dǳƭƭ and Puffin have been seen on a 
single occasion. 



 
 

Looking east from Folkestone Pier 
 

 
 

Looking south-east across Folkestone Harbour 
 



The shingle beach between Mill Point and the harbour holds a regular Ringed Plover roost, whilst Purple Sandpipers 
may occasionally be seen on the pier (having been a regular occurrence until about 2005). 
 
Folkestone Harbour attracts a good number of the regular gull species and Yellow-legged (6), Caspian (6), Glaucous 
(3) and Iceland (2) Gulls have also been recorded. Small numbers of Redshank and Turnstone overwinter here, with 
other waders such as Sanderling, Dunlin and Knot possible usually in colder weather, whilst Black Redstart and Rock 
Pipits are regular, and sometimes Kingfisher in winter. Oddities have included Mandarin Duck, Pochard, Long-tailed 
DuckΣ [ŜŀŎƘΩǎ tŜǘǊŜƭΣ DǊŜȅ tƘŀƭŀǊƻǇŜΣ [ƛǘǘƭŜ !ǳƪ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇǊŜǎǳƳŜŘ ŜǎŎŀǇŜŘ ²ƻƻŘ 5ǳŎƪΦ 
 

 
 

Ringed Plovers at Folkestone Beach 

 
 

Shags at Folkestone Harbour 

 

 
 

Caspian Gull at Folkestone Harbour 

 
 

Yellow-legged Gull at Folkestone Harbour 

 

 
 

Razorbill at Folkestone Pier 

 
 

Rock Pipit at Folkestone Pier 



The roof-tops within the town hold breeding Herring Gulls and Waxwings may occur in irruption years whilst gardens 
have produced Ring Ouzel, Redstart, Black Redstart, Firecrest, Pied Flycatcher and Hawfinch. Flyover raptors have 
included Black Kite (in April 2017), Osprey, Honey Buzzard and Red Kite, whilst in May 1992 a Purple Heron flew in 
off the sea over the harbour and in May 1989 an Alpine Swift flew over Mill Point. 
 
Access and Parking 
 
There is pay and display parking along Marine Parade between 1st April and 30th September (and free at other times, 
maximum stay of five hours) which enables access to Mill Point and adjacent to Folkestone Harbour Arm (£2.40 for 
two hour minimum stay, then a further £1.20 per hour) which is convenient for accessing the pier.  
 
There is still a small area of free parking on Harbour Street (between the bottom of the Road or Remembrance and 
the inner harbour) with a one hour restriction (between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m.) and at the Fish Market (near the Rocksalt 
restuarant, by the outer harbour) with a 30 minute restriction (between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m.). 
 
Folkestone bus station is located within the tetrad and there are connections to Dover, Canterbury, Hythe, Ashford 
and further afield, whilst Folkestone Central rail station is just to the north (in TR23 I). 
 
Folkestone Harbour Arm is open daily between dawn and dusk though may be closed if there is a danger of waves 
overtopping the pier. 
 
Other Natural History 
 
The Lower Leas was evidently a well-frequented haunt of botanists and entomologists in Victorian times, and Henry 
¦ƭƭȅŜǘǘ ŘŜǾƻǘŜǎ ŀ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ǘƻ ƛǘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ άwŀƳōƭŜǎ ƻŦ ŀ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƛǎǘ ǊƻǳƴŘ CƻƭƪŜǎǘƻƴŜέ όмуулύΦ IŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛǘ ŀǎ ŀ άǘǊǳƭȅ ŀ 
ǎǘƻǊŜƘƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜǎέ ƛƴ ǊŜƎŀǊŘǎ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ōƻǘŀƴȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΣ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǊƛŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
Leguminosae (of which he lists 22 species) and he describes at length some of the more regular and unusual plants, 
ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ¸Ŝƭƭƻǿ ±ŜǘŎƘƭƛƴƎΣ 5ŜǇǘŦƻǊŘ tƛƴƪ ŀƴŘ 5ŀƳŜΩǎ-violet. 
 
Dr. Henry Guard Knaggs found it to be similarly productive for butterflies and moths and the site is mentioned on 
ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ά! ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ƳŀŎǊƻƭŜǇƛŘƻǇǘŜǊŀ ƻŎŎǳǊǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ ƻŦ CƻƭƪŜǎǘƻƴŜέ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ 
1870. Knaggs was one of the best known experts of the era and found several species in the Folkestone area that 
were new to Britain. Two of these were from the Lower Leas though the details provided of these and other 
sightings were usually insufficient to identify the 1km square, so may have originated from TR23 H and are not 
included in the Species Lists. 
 
Additions included the Scarce Chocolate-ǘƛǇ όƻǊ ά!ƴŎƘƻǊƛǘŜέύ ŀƴŘ YƴŀƎƎǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ Ƙƻǿ ƛƴ WǳƴŜ мурф Ƙƛǎ άŦƛǊǎǘ 
acquaintance with the species was made in the larval state; eleven caterpillars, found feeding on Ontario Poplar in 
ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǿŜǊ {ŀƴŘƎŀǘŜ ǊƻŀŘΣ ǇǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƳƻǘƘǎέΦ ! ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ŦŜƳŀƭe of these 
ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ŜƎƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ YƴŀƎƎǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ !ƴŎƘƻǊƛǘŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǿ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎŀōƛƴŜǘέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ ¢ƘŜ 
colony only appears to have persisted until 1863 and it was suggested its disappearance was due to a terrific gale in 
December of that year which άōƭŜǿ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǎƳƛǘƘŜǊŜŜƴǎέΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀŎƘΦ 
 
Another new species was .ƻƴŘΩǎ ²ŀƛƴǎŎƻǘΣ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ муруΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ 
Morris's Wainscot (Photedes morrisii bondii). From the details given this does appear to have mainly occurred in this 
tetrad, KnagƎǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ άƛƴƘŀōƛǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƭƻǇŜǎ ōŜƭƻǿ {ǘΦ aŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ {ǘΦ 9ŀƴǎǿȅǘƘŜΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘέ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ŦŜŜŘǎ ƻƴ 
Tall Fescue. Chalmers-IǳƴǘΣ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ά¢ƘŜ .ǳǘǘŜǊŦƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ aƻǘƘǎ ƻŦ YŜƴǘέ όмфсуύΣ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ main locality is a 
rough extent of cliff between the Leas and the beach, the most accessible portion and that best known nowadays 
being adjacent to the Road of RemembranceέΦ Lǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ persisted until the 1970s and that the succession of 
grassland into woodland habitat was responsible for its downfall. 
 
Although the list covered the macrolepidoptera, a few notable records of microlepidoptera are mentioned. These 
included a larva of Bucculatrix artemisiella (Wormwood Bent-wing), found on a Yarrow leaf in early June 1865. 
YƴŀƎƎǎ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άƻŦ course, its occurrence on a Yarrow leaf was purely accidental; but full-fed Bucculatrix larvae 
have the peculiarity of leaving their food plant to spin up their seed-like cocoons elsewhereέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ 
British record of this mainland European species. 
 



Also of significant note were records of Spotted Sulphur, Emperor Moth, Tebenna micalis (Vagrant Twitcher), 
Gillmeria pallidactyla (Yarrow Plume), Loxostege sticticalis (Diamond-spot Pearl) and Eudonia lineola (White-line 
Grey). 
 
No light-trapping has been undertaken in the tetrad to date and moth records relate either to leaf-miners, with the 
most noteworthy species being Phyllonorycter platani (London Midget), Ectoedemia erythrogenella (Coast Bramble 
Pigmy) and Cosmopterix pulchrimella (Pellitory Cosmet) or those encountered during the day, including 
Hummingbird Hawk-moth. 
 
Knaggs also listed some notable butterflies including the Glanville Fritillary which had been resident on the Lower 
Leas where its food plant Ribwort Plaintain abounded, but even by 1870 it had become extinct. He also observed 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ tŀƭŜ /ƭƻǳŘŜŘ ¸Ŝƭƭƻǿ ǿŀǎ άǾŜǊȅ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴǘέ ƛƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ мусуΦ Lƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ȅŜŀǊǎ Painted Lady has been 
noted. 
 
A number of other insect groups in particular have received very little attention here and there is clear potential to 
extend several of the lists that are given below. A colony of Firebugs discovered in 2018 was the first county record. 
 
The coastal fauna is worthy of mention and sightings of Common Porpoise, and Common and Grey Seals are 
frequent, with Common Bottlenose Dolphin on occasion, whilst a reasonable array of crustaceans, molluscs, jellyfish, 
sea anemones, starfish, sponges and fish have occurred. The flora also includes species associated with a coastal 
environment, such as Wild Cabbage and Yellow-horned Poppy. 
 

 
 

MoǊǊƛǎΩǎ ²ŀƛƴǎŎƻǘ ŦΦ bondii at Folkestone Leas 

 
 

Firebugs at Folkestone Leas 
 

 
 

Barrel Jellyfish off Folkestone Pier 

 
 

Harbour Porpoise off Folkestone Pier 
 
  



General History 
 
The earliest evidence for activity in the tetrad has come from recent archaeological excavations on the headland at 
The Bayle which uncovered late Neolithic pottery, flint flakes and tools dating to about 2,500 BC. This area would 
also almost certainly have been settled on during the Late Iron Age/Roman periods and it is very likely that The Bayle 
has been occupied continuously for a very long time. 
 
In 630 AD Eadbald (the King of Kent) founded the nunnery of St. Peter and St. Paul at the Bayle (the first to be 
established in Kent) and his daughter Eanswythe was the abbess. The nunnery was later destroyed (probably in the 
9th century) and, following some intermediate rebuilding, a new monastery (Folkestone Priory) was built on the site 
in 1138, with a church dedicated to St. Mary and St. Eanswythe, which forms the foundation of the present building.  
 
The church was largely rebuilt in the 19th century though some early features remain, such as the arcade of the 
chancel from the 13th century. It is unusual in having a central tower and is grade II* listed. During renovation of the 
church in 1885, a reliquary was discovered in a niche in the walls near the altar. From the ornamentation it was 
judged to be of the 12th century. It contained the bones of a young woman who died in the 7th century; from the 
position of the reliquary, it was concluded that they were the remains of St. Eanswythe. They were re-interred in the 
same place, the niche covered by a brass door and grill. 
 
The nearby British Lion is thought to be a very old public house. AcŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ά¢ŀƭŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀǇ 
wƻƻƳέ ό9ŀǎŘƻǿƴ ϧ wƻƻƴŜȅΣ нлллύ it could possibly date from as far back as the 1460s, when it might have been 
called the Priory Arms. However, the first time the British Lion is seen in print is when it appears in survey of 
Folkestone undertaken by John Powell in 1782. 
 

 
 

Church of St Mary and St Eanswythe 

 
 

British Lion Inn 
 
Records from the early 12th century reveal that fishermen used to pull up their boats close to the mouth of the Pent 
Stream which flows into what is now the inner harbour. In 1804 the Earl of Radnor petitioned Parliament for 
permission to build a stone harbour and an Act of Parliament was granted in 1807. The original plans proved to be 
too expensive to implement in full, but a western pier was completed in 1810, followed by another, running north-
east at right angles, ten years later. These drystone walls can still be seen today.  
 
In 1843 construction of a railway line running from London to Folkestone was completed and in the same year the 
first ferry boat service between Folkestone and Boulogne commenced. The South Eastern Railway Company soon 
began work on a branch line that would run down to the harbour (one of the steepest railway lines in the country, 
descending some 111 feet in less than a mile) and in 1847 the viaduct and swing bridge were constructed, dividing 
the inner and outer harbour areas, and providing access to a level area of land that had been recovered from the 
sea.  
 
 
  


