
     

“People coming together to be The Church, 

not just attend one.” 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church is an open and inclusive  

church, welcoming all who seek God. 

  

69 Griswold Street  Hillsdale, Michigan 

517-437-2647  tlchillsdale.org 

 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost           July 25, 2021 
 

 
 

Service of Holy Communion 

8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. Worship 
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Trinity Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP THIS MORNING! We invite you to join us regularly for worship 

and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our congregational life. If you are new here, we 

welcome you; if you are a member of longstanding, we celebrate your gifts and your ministry 

among us.  Our order of worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin. 
 

MISSION STATEMENT - The Mission Statement of Trinity Lutheran Church is to nurture faith 

through proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ by word, sacrament, deeds and loving 

relationships, to ALL people. 
 

VISION STATEMENT - As proclaimers of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Vision of Trinity 

Lutheran Church is to maximize our gifts and resources to reach out with God’s love and serve the 

global community. 
 

COMMUNION PROCEDURE - The communion table of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America is open to all baptized Christians who believe that our Lord Jesus is truly present in the 

forms of bread and wine. Please follow the ushers’ instructions at the time of distribution. 

Children who have not yet received first communion instruction are welcome to come forward 

with their families to receive a blessing. 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated weekly throughout the year. No one is ever 

required to participate in the sacrament, but it is offered to nourish and sustain God’s people. This 

is in accordance with Lutheran teaching: 

Background 35A: The Church celebrates the Holy Communion frequently because the 

Church needs the sacrament, the means by which the Church’s fellowship is established 

and its mission as the baptized people of God is nourished and sustained. This practice 

was reaffirmed in 1989 by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We continue to 

need “consistent pastoral encouragement and instruction relating to Holy 

Communion…pointing up Christ’s command, his promise, and our deep need.” For a 

variety of historical reasons, Lutherans in various places moved away from the weekly 

celebration of the sacrament. 

Application 35C: Participation in the sacramental meal is by invitation, not demand. The 

members of the church are encouraged to make the sacrament a frequent rather than 

occasional part of their lives.    

(Excerpts from: The Use of the Means of Grace, Principle 35) 
 

OFFERING                            FOURTH SUNDAY: Barnyard Boxes for ELCA Good Gifts 

The offering is collected at the beginning or end of worship using the plate at the entrance of the 

church. Each week, our congregation collects a general offering for the church and our 

ministries. Additionally, we collect an offering for special projects. If you would like to make a 

regular gift to the church, please place it in the offering plate. If you are looking to support our 

special project (noted above), please place your offering in the barnyard boxes or noisy offering  

buckets. 
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Sunday, July 25, 2021 
 

INTRODUCTION 

Today is the first of five Sundays with gospel readings from John 6, the first four of which focus 

on Jesus as bread of life. Today Jesus feeds thousands of people with five loaves and two fish. 

What we have, what we bring to Jesus’ table, seems like it is not nearly enough to meet all the 

needs we see around us. But it is not the adequacy of our supplies or our skills that finally makes 

the difference: it is the power of Jesus working in the littlest and least to transform this world into 

the world God desires, a world where all the hungry are satisfied. 
 

COMMEMORATIONS FOR TODAY: James, Apostle 

James and his brother John were the sons of Zebedee, fishermen by trade before their call from 

Jesus. He was the first of the twelve apostles to be martyred, and his death is the only one 

recorded in scripture (Acts 12:1-2). 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Stand. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins. 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose 

faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 

C Amen. 
 

P Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
 

(8:30am: kneel/sit) Silence for reflection and self-examination.  
 

P Reconciling God, 

C we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in our 

lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to believe 

that you provide enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 

We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. We sin in 

thought, word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; 

and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. 

Amen. 
 

P Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God 

through ☩ Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Your sins are 

forgiven. Let us live now in hope. For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has 

been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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  Stand 

GATHERING HYMN           ELW #461 v. 1 & 3                     All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly 
 

 
 

GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

 Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 

 Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your children a longing for your 

word and a hunger for your truth. Grant that we may know your Son to be the true bread 

of heaven and share this bread with all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

A A reading from Second Kings.  
 

FIRST READING                           2 Kings 4:42-44 

Today’s reading is part of a larger section of 2 Kings that describes the miracles of Elisha, the 

successor to Elijah. Here the prophet gives food to a hungry crowd. Though there is not enough 

food to go around, Elisha trusts God, who provides enough and even more to satisfy the need. 
 

  42A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first fruits to [Elisha,] the man of 

God: twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack. Elisha said, “Give it to the people 

and let them eat.” 43But his servant said, “How can I set this before a hundred people?” So he 

repeated, “Give it to the people and let them eat, for thus says the LORD, ‘They shall eat and have 

some left.’ ” 44He set it before them, they ate, and had some left, according to the word of 

the LORD. 
 

A Word of God, Word of life.   

C  Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM                                             Psalm 145:10-18 

You open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. (Ps. 145:16) 
 
10All your works shall praise you, O Lord, 

  and your faithful ones shall bless you. 

 11They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom 

  and speak of your power, 
 12that all people may know of your power 

  and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 

 13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures throughout all ages. 

  You, Lord, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your works.  
 14The Lord upholds all those who fall 

  and lifts up those who are bowed down. 

 15The eyes of all wait upon you, O Lord, 

  and you give them their food in due season. 
 16You open wide your hand 

  and satisfy the desire of every living thing. 

 17You are righteous in all your ways 

  and loving in all your works. 
 18You are near to all who call upon you, 

  to all who call upon you faithfully.  
 

A A reading from Ephesians. 
 

 

SECOND READING                                        Ephesians 3:14-21 

We have been rooted and grounded in the love of Christ, which surpasses all human knowledge. 

Because Christ dwells in our hearts, our lives are continuously strengthened and empowered by 

the ongoing presence of the Spirit. 
 

14For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15from whom every family in heaven and on 

earth takes its name. 16I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may 

be strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, 17and that Christ may dwell in 

your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. 18I pray that you may 

have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and 

depth, 19and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with 

all the fullness of God. 

  20Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more 

than all we can ask or imagine, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all 

generations, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

A Word of God, Word of life. 

C Thanks be to God.    
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Stand 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
P The Holy Gospel according to John the 6th chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL                                        John 6:1-21 

In John’s gospel, the miracles of Jesus are called “signs,” because they reveal the true character 

of God. As such, they remain within the mystery of God and cannot be brought under human 

control. 
 
1Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. 2A large crowd 

kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick. 3Jesus went up the 

mountain and sat down there with his disciples. 4Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was 

near. 5When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, 

“Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?” 6He said this to test him, for he himself 

knew what he was going to do. 7Philip answered him, “Six months’ wages would not buy enough 

bread for each of them to get a little.” 8One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said 

to him, 9“There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among 

so many people?” 10Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was a great deal of grass 

in the place; so they sat down, about five thousand in all. 11Then Jesus took the loaves, and when 

he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as 

they wanted. 12When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather up the fragments left over, 

so that nothing may be lost.” 13So they gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five 

barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. 14When the people saw the 

sign that he had done, they began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the 

world.” 

  15When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, 

he withdrew again to the mountain by himself. 
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  16When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, 17got into a boat, and started across 

the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 18The sea became 

rough because a strong wind was blowing. 19When they had rowed about three or four miles, they 

saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and they were terrified. 20But he said to 

them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” 21Then they wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately 

the boat reached the land toward which they were going. 

P  The Gospel of the Lord.  
  

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sit 

SERMON 

 

Stand 

HYMN OF THE DAY               ELW #515 v. 1 - 3                  Break Now the Bread of Life   

 



APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the church, the 

world, and all of creation. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

A We pray for the church. Bless the ministries of our neighboring congregations 

(especially). Empower churches throughout the world and encourage missionaries who 

accompany global neighbors. Kindle in us a spirit of collaboration, that all people may 

know your loving works. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

A We pray for creation. Send rain to lands experiencing drought and come to the aid of 

those enduring sweltering heat. Nurture wheat and barley crops grown for the 

nourishment of your people and conserve aquatic habitats and fish populations. Hear us, 

O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

A We pray for those who govern. Cast out arrogance, selfishness, and corruption and 

instruct those who lead to practice compassion and humility. Inspire them with a vision 

of the common good and a commitment to ensure that all who hunger are fed. Hear us, O 

God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
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A We pray for those bowed down by heavy burdens: those who are unemployed or 

underemployed, those unable to find affordable housing, and those without health 

insurance. Console those who grieve and hear the cries of those who call to you for 

healing (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

A We pray for this assembly. Deepen our resolve to use what we have to serve those in 

need. When we worry that we do not have enough resources for ministry, assure us of 

your abundance. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

A We give thanks for those who have died. As you sustained them through all their days, so 

dwell in our hearts, that we may have the power to comprehend, with (the apostle James, 

name/s, and) all the saints, the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

P We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of your saving 

love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened 

the way to everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth 

and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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SANCTUS 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

P Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. 

The universe declares your praise: beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; 

with every breath. 

C We praise you, O God. 
 

P Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and day; across the 

wilderness; out of exile; into the future. 

C We bless you, O God. 
 

P We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to those who 

suffer; beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. 

C We thank you, O God. 
 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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P Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, 

we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

P We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among your people; 

throughout the world. Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ 

Jesus, by your Spirit, in your church, without end. 

C Amen. 
 

LORD'S PRAYER (8:30 a.m.) 
P  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, 

let us pray as Jesus taught us.  
 

C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name,  

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who    

  trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the  

power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever. Amen 

LORD'S PRAYER (11:00 a.m.) 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, 

let us pray as Jesus taught us.  
 

C Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, 

  on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin 

against us.  

 Save us from the time of trial 

 and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and  

the glory are yours, 

 now and forever. Amen 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
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Sit 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION ELEMENTS 

Gluten-free communion bread and grape juice are available upon request. Simply tell the usher 

as communion is distributed.  
 

Please do not consume the elements until instructed to do so after the elements have been 

distributed to the entire congregation. 

Those receiving communion may remove their masks. 
 

P The body of Christ, given for you. 

C All those receiving communion may remove their masks and are invited to consume the 

bread. 
 

P The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

C All those receiving communion are invited to consume the wine or grape juice. 

 

BLESSING ESPECIALLY FOR THOSE WHO DO NOT RECEIVE COMMUNION 

Parents or family members may choose to make the sign of the cross on the foreheads of children 

or individuals in their family group that do not receive communion. 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you as beloved children of God. ☩ Jesus loves you. 

C Amen. 
 
Stand 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. As 

you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own 

life. In your name we pray. 

C Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

P Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN              ELW #547 v. 1 - 2     Sent Forth by God’s Blessing 
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DISMISSAL 

A  Go in peace. You are the body of Christ for the world. 

C Thanks be to God.  
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

SERVING AT TRINITY 

Ministers: Every member of the congregation 

Pastor: Rev. Jessica Hahn 

Piano/Keyboard: Paul Lucas  

Parish Secretary: Meighan Roe 

Council President: Suzanne Sponsler 

Vice-President: Joe Painter 

Treasurer: Chris McNamara 

Secretary: Sandra Dufur 

Council Members: Johncie Langston, Norma Ludlow, Brad Otterbein, Gene Stockford-Shively, 

and Tom Walworth. 
 

SERVING TODAY: 

8:30 AM   

Assisting Minister: Patti Weber 

Ushers: Tom Stockford-Shively, Sue Risk 

11:00 AM        
Assisting Minister: Chris McNamara 

Ushers: Phyllis Klingler, Mason Hahn 

 

BOTH SERVICES 

Altar Guild: Tom Stockford-Shively 

Offering Counters: Gene Stockford-Shively, Johncie Langston  
  

FLOWERS – The flowers on the altar today are given by Myrna Bailey in memory of Thomas 

Stout.  
 

The music in this bulletin is reprinted with permission  

under Annual License A-727368 from OneLicense.net. 


