
GLOBEFORM @ BREEDERS' CUP 2014
EUROPEANS IN FOCUS FRIDAY

JUVENILE TURF Pre-entered horses

AKTABANTAY Experienced colt with solid form over four very different tracks
in England. His form when second to Estidkhaar in G2 at Newmarket
given a boost when the latter won again in G2 at Doncaster 
next time out – but the form of his narrow (and somewhat fortunate) 
win over Future Empire in G3 at Sandown has not been too well 
advertised.Shipped to Longchamp in Oct, ran respectably in G1 but did 
only beat three of his rivals. Trainer had already said he would like to 
pause Aktabantay before this trip, so what is he doing here?  At owner's 
request perhaps. Strong colt with a chance, but he's getting exposed. 

COMMEMORATIVE Fast improving,  attractive colt with plenty of scope. Battled on well to win 
G3 over a straight mile at Newmarket, after having broken his maiden at 
the second time of asking at Doncaster (also 1 m. straight). Sure to move 
forward again. He's live, though turning track will be new experience. 
Restorer, his runner-up at Newmarket, was supplemented for the Racing 
Post Trophy (G1) on Oct 26, where he was a well beaten sixth of eight. 

HOOTENANNY Not a Euro, but his best runs have come in England and France – and 
they were good enough to make him favorite for this contest. Won 5-
furlong Listed race at Royal Ascot in June (firm ground), and impressed 
again when runner-up to The Wow Signal (who was ill when beaten next 
time out) in strong G1 over 6 fur. at Deauville in August (very soft). Class 
not a question here, but stamina is. Hootenanny is a sprinter, and this is a
mile (though not necessarily a stiff test). 

THE GREAT WAR First preference in Juvenile. Would have a better chance here, though
a bit hard to fancy, depite representing such a strong team. He was
found a soft spot to win a Listed event over 6 furlongs at The Curragh
last time out – after having struggled against better in his previous runs.

WAR ENVOY Only won a maiden but pay no attention to that. War Envoy has four 
good performances in defeat against G1 performers in Europe, most
notably on his last start, when he was fifth, beaten no motre than a 
length, behind Full Mast in a G1 over 7 furlongs at Longchamp (with
Aktabantay 1 ¼ lengths behind). War Envoy's previous second to 
Estidkhaar in a G2 at Doncaster in September was also a fine effort 
(note that subsequent G1-winner Belardo was fourth in that race). 

WET SAIL Improving gelding representing rookie trainer who knows what he's doing.
Wet Sail won a 6-fur. maiden at Salisbury on his third start, then ran third 
to Limato (probably Europe's best juvenile sprinter) in a Listed contest 
over the same distance at Redcar. Wet Sail was beaten less than three 
lengths that day, though it needs mentioning that Limato was value for at 
least twice the margin. Runner-up Mattmuwon a Listed race next out. 

FAITHFUL CREEK Six starts over five different tracks in England / Ireland, so not lacking
 in experience – but has not shown anything to recommend him here.
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JUVENILE FILLIES TURF
OSAILA A no-nonsense G3-win over 6 furlongs at Ascot in late June, followed

by a break, sent Osaila on her way to Ireland in September, when she 
stepped up both in class and distance, taking on some very smart
fillies in the 7-furlong Moyglare Stud Stakes (G1). Four of them
beat her, but Osaila was only a length and a half behind the winner, 
Cursory Glance. Fellow Juvenile Fillies Turf contender  Qualify was sixth, 
2 ¼ lengths behind Osaila. The Moyglare Stud was one of the best 
juvenile fillies events in Europe this year, if not the best. Runner-up 
Lucida won a G2 at Newmarket 12 days later, and the third placed filly, 
Found, went on to G1 success at Longchamp next time out. Osaila was 
dropped in class for her next outing, and she had little to beat when 
taking a valuable sales race at Newmarket in early October. 
This turning mile should not be a problem. Merits respect. 

QUALIFY Well behind Osaila in the Moylgare Stud, and looks exposed, but she did 
come out of the race in good order, to win a G3 over the same trip at The 
Curragh – though it may have been a weak G3. 

SIVOLIERE Two off-Broadway wins and a Listed fourth brought about improvement
in this daughter of Sea The Stars – enough to make her a Listed winner
at Bordeaux (a smaller venue) in August, when she beat Kindly Dismiss
by 3 ½ lengths. The two met again in a G3 at Chantilly two weeks later,
when Sivoliere was third and Kindly Dismiss fourth. The race was won by 
Queen Bee (5th to Found in G1 next out, see Osalia) from Calypso Beat 
(whose best English form is a few lengths behind Osaila's best). 

PRIZE EXHIBIT Three respectable runs in defeat, all at G3 level, is not enough to make 
us consider this filly – representing the Toast Of New York connections -
as one of the likely contenders in this race. On her way to US barn?

DISTAFF
L'AMOUR DE MA VIE Front-running turf miler has been given 1st preference in the Distaff,

cross-entered in the Filly & Mare Turf. She showed her best form 
when second to subsequent G1 winner Integral at Royal Ascot in 
the summer. Hard to see her making much of an impact if she runs here.
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FILLY & MARE TURF

CHICQUITA Winner of the 2013 Irish Oaks (G1) – after having run second
to Treve in the French version – Chicquita was sold from France
to Ireland for €6 million last November (US$7.6 mill.). She joined
Aidan O'Brien – but has not been a success for the powerful Ballydoyle
team. Chicquita veered badly left when winning the Irish Oaks, and
she is still not a straightforward runner. She did the same again on her
most recent start, and probably threw away a G1 win in the process, 
as she was passed by two inferior rivals in the closing stages of the 
Champions Filly & Mare at Ascot. That race was run on very heavy 
ground, run two weeks after she had been unplaced in the 'Arc'
in Paris, and just two weeks prior to the Breeders' Cup. Tough 
schedule. Is she hardy enough to run big at Santa Anita? What is
it that causes her to jink under pressure? And, why is she here? 
Perhaps because she came out of her Ascot run in rude health. 
On the other hand, it may be a race taken in en-route to a date with
one of Coolmore's North American based stallions. Either way, her
best level of form gives her a shot  – and we can expect to see
her race on medication. Her 1st preference is the Turf, dictated by
the 1 1/2-mile distance, which suits her best. 

DANK Last year's winner, who was then coming off two other impressive
wins, the most valuable in the Beverly D Stakes (G1) at Arlington. 
Dank's 2013 season was as smooth as one can possibly hope for.
She improved with every run and capped her campaign off with a
solid win over Romantica and Emollient here at Santa Anita. This year
has been anything but smooth. Dank has had just two runs, been below 
her best on both occasions, and not been seen in action since Royal 
Ascot in June, when she checked in fifth in the Prince Of Wales's 
Stakes (G1), more than ten lengths behind The Fugue. Her third to
Japanese champion Just A Way in Dubai in March was better form, 
though she was beaten 8 lengths at Meydan. Based on last year's
form, Dank is the one to beat, though it may be a gamble not in tune 
with the odds to back her for a repeat. The layoff is a worry. That
said, her trainer Sir Michael Stoute is a master at these things so,
who knows, perhaps he can pull it off again. 
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FILLY & MARE TURF

FIESOLANA This is a tough and consistent miler (also with good sprint form)
shipping in from Ireland. Fiesolana won the Matron Stakes (G1)
over a mile at Leopardstown in September, beating dual G1 
winner Rizeena by half a length, with 40-1 shot Tobann a close
third. Most of the fillies' and mares' Group Ones in Europe, many
introduced a few years ago, fall well short of the 'proper' Group
One contests across the pond. The Matron may not have been amongst 
the weakest, but Rizeena was below form on the day, and it certainly 
wasn't one of the strongest such events. Fiesolana next went for the 
Prix de la Foret (G1) over 7 furlongs at Longchamp, where she 
was seen in the middle of the field throughout and finished seventh.
She is as happy ridden proinently as she is when held up for a late run. 
Fiesolana has been cross-entered, with 2nd preference in the Mile.
Her lead-horse on the gallops, Kanes Pass, won a Listed race in 
Ireland on Sunday.

JUST THE JUDGE Last year's Irish 1,000 Guineas (G1) winner Just The Judge
came back to winning form in the E P Taylor Stakes (G1) at 
Woodbine, where the sweeping turf course was more to her
liking than Arlington, where she arrived to late on the scene
to threaten Euro Charline in the Beverly D Stakes (G1), still
made it up to third place. A mile and a quarter is right up her
street, she is in top form, but coming from well off the pace
will not be easy in the F&M Turf at Santa Anita, where she
also meets tougher opposition. 

L'AMOUR DE MA VIE Front-running turf miler L'Amour de Ma Vie showed her best form 
when second to subsequent G1 winner Integral at Royal Ascot in 
the summer. She has been cross-entered, with 1st preference in 
the Distaff, where the oppistion will be tough. If she runs here, well
then the distance might be tough. 

SECRET GESTURE This filly was third in a sub-standard G1 for fillies and mares at
Deauville in August, having been second in a sub-standard
edition of the Epsom Oaks (G1) last year. Secret Gesture is
not up to matching strides with the best of these – and her 
distance / ground preference is 10 to 12 furlongs on soft. 
She has been cross-entered, with the Turf her 2nd preference. 

TARFASHA Tarfasha entered the G1 stage when second in the Epsom Oaks
in June, behind Tagroodha - who went on to beat Telescope to
win the 'King George' at Ascot and run third behind Treve and
Flintshire in the 'Arc' at Longcahmp.  Tarfasha also ran in Paris
on Arc day, finishing a close fourth to We Are in the Opera (G1).
She had previously won a G2 in Ireland, beating Chicquita by
almost two lengths over 1 ¼ miles at The Curragh in September. 
Tarfasha is at her best on firm ground. 
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FILLY & MARE TURF

VEDA French trained filly from astute trainer. Cross-entered, with the
Mile her most likely race. Veda has yet to tackle further than a mile. 
In fact, all of her six races have come over that distance. Euro milers 
often stay 1 ¼ miles in the US, however, as races around two turns on 
flat tracks put less emphasis on stamina. This daughter of Dansili 
produced a taking performance behind the smart gelding Solow in the 
Prix Daniel Wildenstein (G2) at Longchamp in early October. After leading

 a furlong out she fought back well when headed, and lost by just half a
length. She had previously been second to Avenir Certain (who is 6-for-7)
in the Poule d'Essai des Pouliches (G1) - French 1,000 Guineas if you

 like. Fillies with her type of profile have done well in the BC Mile over the 
years, and Veda is open to improvement.  

TURF SPRINT
CASPAR NETSCHER Caspar Netscher bounced back to form with a win in the Nearctic

Stakes (G2) over 6 furlongs at Woodbine on October 19, when he
he finished strongly from off the pace to beat Black Hornet by three
parts of a length, with favorite Calgary Cat a neck further back in third. 
Calgary Cat and Black Hornet  had filled first and third in a G3 over the 
same course just over a month earlier. More will be needed, but Caspar 
Netscher is in good shape at present, and his ability to stay further than 
six panels is a big plus in the BC Turf Sprint. 

WIND FIRE A Listed winner over 5 furlongs at Sandown Park (a stiff course) in 
June, and placed twice in G2 sprints as a juvenile in 2013, Wind 
Fire needs to find abnormal improvement to figure here. 

JUVENILE

THE GREAT WAR This Aidan O'Brien trained contender is bit hard to fancy if he takes on
the best US  juveniles on dirt. This race is his 1st preference, he has been
cross-entered for the Juvenile Turf., The Great War was found a soft spot 
to win a Listed event over 6 furlongs at The Curragh last time out – after 
having struggled against better in his previous runs.

WAR ENVOY Only won a maiden but pay no attention to that. War Envoy has four 
good performances in defeat against G1 performers in Europe, most
notably on his last start, when he was fifth, beaten no more than a 
length behind Full Mast in a G1 over 7 furlongs at Longchamp (with
Juvenile Turf contender Aktabantay 1 ¼ lengths behind). War Envoy's 
previous second to Estidkhaar in a G2 at Doncaster in September was 
also a fine effort (note that subsequent G1-winner Belardo was fourth in 
that race). Like The Great War, War Envoy has been cross-entered for
the Juvenile Turf – and perhaps Aidan O'Brien decides to run one in 
each of these races. 
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TURF 

BROWN PANTHER Owned by UK  soccer star Michael Owen, Brown Panther has had 
a great season in Europe – but his first trip to North America was a  
disappointment. Not that he raced badly. He never got to race at all, after 
having bolted and dropped his rider before the start he was withdrawn. 
He got very edgy and upset prior to the Canadian International (G1), 
behaviour that is quite out of character. His connections decided to 
ship him on to Santa Anita, where he can only be seen as an outsider. 
True, he ran out a wide margin winner of the Irish St Leger (G1), but
he is at his best over further than 1 ½ miles, and he prefers soft ground.
In addition, Brown Panther not in the same league as the likes of 
Flintshire and Telescope. 

CHICQUITA Winner of the 2013 Irish Oaks (G1) – after having run second
to Treve in the French version – Chicquita was sold from France
to Ireland for €6 million last November (US$7.6 mill.). She joined
Aidan O'Brien – but has not been a success for the powerful Ballydoyle
team. Chicquita veered badly left when winning the Irish Oaks, and
she is still not a straightforward runner. She did the same again on her
most recent start, and probably threw away a G1 win in the process, 
as she was passed by two inferior rivals in the closing stages of the 
Champions Filly & Mare at Ascot. That race was run on very heavy 
ground, run two weeks after she had been unplaced in the 'Arc'
in Paris, and just two weeks prior to the Breeders' Cup. Tough 
schedule. Is she hardy enough to run big at Santa Anita? What is
it that causes her to jink under pressure? And, why is she here? 
Perhaps because she came out of her Ascot run in rude health. 
On the other hand, it may be a race taken in en-route to a date with
one of Coolmore's North American based stallions. Either way, her
best level of form gives her a shot  – and we can expect to see
her race on medication. Her 1st preference is the Turf, dictated by
the 1 1/2-mile distance, which suits her best. 

FLINTSHIRE Trainer Andre Fabre's Breeders' Cup contenders have done
remarkably well over the years - interestingly he never run a horse
on medication when visting North America. To nominate a handler as
the world's best racehorse trainer would not make much sense, but any 
such short-list would have Fabre in the top three. He really is different
class, he is most selective when shipping abroad, and this year he sends 
just one horse to the Breeders' Cup; Turf runner Flintshire. This classy
four-year-old is coming off a game second to Treve in the 'Arc' on 
October 5 , and he is the likely favorite. The son of Dansili won the Grand
Prix de Paris (G1) last year, and early on this year he produced a strong 
seasonal debut when taking second to the mighty Cirrus des Aigles in the
Coronation Cup (G1) at Epsom. The key to this horse is the ground, 
Flintshire is at his very best when it is good to firm or firm. A handy, well 
balanced performer, he should be well suited to Santa Anita.  



Globeform's Breeders' Cup Special 2014  /  Europeans in focus

TURF
JUST THE JUDGE Cross-entered with Filly & Mare Turf as her 1st preference,

Just The Judge would be trying a staying trip for the first time,
and be taking a big step up in class, if opting for the BC Turf. 
Winner of the one-mile Irish 1,000 Guineas (G1) last year, 
Just The Judge came back to winning form in the E P Taylor 
Stakes (G1) at Woodbine, where the sweeping turf course was  
more to her liking than Arlington, where she arrived to late on the 
scene to threaten Euro Charline in the Beverly D Stakes (G1), still
made it up to third place. A mile and a quarter is right up her street, 
she is in top form, but not good enough to mix it with Magician, 
Flintshire and Telescope.

MAGICIAN Last year's winner of the BC Turf comes back in an attempt at 
emulating another Ballydoyle star, High Chaparral, who won this
event back-to-back in 2002 – 2003, albeit dead heating with Johar
on the second occasion. Magician's form has not been quite as sharp
as it was in 2013, when he won the Irish 2,000 Guineas (G1) in the
spring, and capped an excellent campaign off by beating The Fugue
here at Santa Anita. However, he has solid performances this year too,
and must be respected. His best of the year came when he was
runner-up in the 10-furlong Prince Of Wales's Stakes (G1) at Royal
Ascot, on a day The Fugue gained her revenge on him. Magician 
was not as sharp when last seen in action, as Hardest Core beat him 
in the Arlington Million (G1) in August. He has been given a break 
since. Like last year Magician will be coming off a long layoff. 

SECRET GESTURE This filly was third in a sub-standard G1 for fillies and mares at
Deauville in August, having been second in a sub-standard
edition of the Epsom Oaks (G1) last year. Secret Gesture is
not up to matching strides with the best of these –  her 
distance / ground preference is 10 to 12 furlongs on soft. 
Cross-entered, with the Filly & Mare Turf her 1st preference. 

TELESCOPE Telescope finally delivered the five-star performance we had 
been expecting for well over twelve months when running away
from his rivals for a most impressive win in the 12-furlong
Harwicke Stakes (G2) at Royal Ascot in June. He looked top
class that day, as he won by 7 lengths from his stable companion
Hillstar (who had won a similar contest at Royal Ascot 2013 and took 
this year's Canadian International). Hillstar was still in search of proper 
form at the time and Telescope's performance was flattered by the wide 
margin, but he confirmed  he belongs in G1 events by finishing second 
to Taghrooda in the King George VI & Queen Elizabeth II Stakes (G1) 
five weeks later. Telescope's next assignement was the Juddmonte
International (G1) at York, where he had an off day. Cutting back to
10.5 furlongs may not have been ideal, but it was not as damaging as
the fact that he got badly worked up in the preliminaries. He was a 
never threatening third behind Australia and The Grey Gatsby. Shortly 
afterwards, Sir Michael Stoute mapped out a plan to get Telescope fresh 
to the Breeders' Cup, meaning that he bypassed the Arc test. Stoute has
won the BC Turf with four times, with Pilsudski, Kalanisi and twice with 
Conduit. A fifth success is within his reach. 
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MILE
ANODIN A brother to the outstanding Goldikova, who won the BC Mile 

three years on the bounce, Anodin will get a lot of attention at
Santa Anita – but don't make the mistake of thinking it is his
pedigree, rather than his form, that makes him interesting. This
colt is very smart, and he may find improvement. Things did not at
all work out for him last time out, when traffic problems more or
less wiped him out of the Prix de la Foret (G1) at Longchamp four
weeks prior to the Breeders' Cup. Anodin is best judged on his runs
in the Queen Anne Stakes (G1) at Royal Ascot and Prix Jacques le
Marois (G1) at Deauville – both over a mile. Toronado proved too good
at Ascot, winning by ¾ length from Verrazano, with Anodin 1 ¼ lengths
further back in third. Freddy Head's charge went one place better in 
the Marois, producing an excellent run to take second behind Kingman,
Europe's top miler (possibly best horse full stop) this season. He was
much the best, beating Anodin by 2 ½ lengths. With G1 winners Olympic
Glory (who won the Foret) and Rizeena filling third and fourth, the form is
rock solid. 

FIESOLANA This is a tough and consistent miler (also with good sprint form)
but her 1st preference is the F&M Turf.. Fiesolana won the Matron (G1)
over a mile at Leopardstown in September, beating dual G1 
winner Rizeena by half a length, with 40-1 shot Tobann a close
third. Most of the fillies' and mares' Group Ones in Europe, many
introduced a few years ago, fall well short of the 'proper' Group
One contests across the pond. The Matron may not have been amongst 
the weakest, but Rizeena was below form on the day, and it certainly 
wasn't one of the strongest such events. Fiesolana next went for the 
Prix de la Foret (G1) over 7 furlongs at Longchamp, where she 
was seen in the middle of the field throughout and finished seventh.
She is as happy ridden proinently as she is when held up for a late run. 
She has been cross-entered, with 1st preference in the Filly & Mare Turf.

KARAKONTIE One of the best juveniles in Europe last year, and an honest winner
of the Poule d'Essai des Poulains (G1) – French 2,000 Guineas - 
this spring, Karakontie is a Mile contender that it's a bit hard to
place. He has the class to make an impact, and he may also be
open to improvement, but his most recent runs have been below par.
Just one of them came that recently, by the way, as he finished 11th 
to Olympic Glory in the Prix de la Foret (G1) on 'Arc' day. The drop
to 7 furlongs may not have been ideal. He was coming off a four-
month break since finishing eighth in the Prix du Jockey Club (G1) 
over 10.5 furlongs. His supporters will appreciate seeing Karakontie
returning to a mile. Though will he return to form?



Globeform's Breeders' Cup Special 2014  /  Europeans in focus

MILE

MUSTAJEEB This is a lightly raced, progressive 3yo who may well surprise a 
few at Santa Anita. Mustajeeb seemed to suffer a tactical defeat
when second to Bow Creek in a G2 over a mile at Leopardstown
in September. Perhaps he needed the run too, not having raced
since winning the Jersey Stakes (G2) over 7 furlongs at Royal
Ascot in June. He beat Muwaary by a length, while conceding three
pounds, in that straight-course event. Muwaary was coming off a
good fourth, 2 lengths behind Karakontie, in the 'French 2,000 
Guineas' and went on to take third in the Prix Jean Prat (G1), 
3 lengths behind Charm Spirit – who has since won the Prix
du Moulin (G1) – from Toronado – and Queen Elizabeth II 
Stakes (G1).  Mustajeeb grabbed the lead two furlongs out when
winning at Royal Ascot. 

TORONADO Toronado, representing England's champion trainer Richard Hannon
Junior, deseraves to be favourite for the Breeders' Cup Mile (G1), 
a role Wise Dan would have taken but he was sadly ruled out. 
Something that opens the race quite a bit, one would think, but not
all that much. If Toronado has kept his form, and gets a decent 
post position, he should prove too good here. Having won Group
Ones at venues a different as Ascot and Goodwood, and been placed
at the top level when racing at Longchamp, he is an adaptable miler. 
Handling Santa Anita should not be a problem. Toronado won the 
Queen Anne Stakes (G1) on his seasonal debut in June (beating 
Verrazano and Anodin), and he went on to run second to champion 
miler Kingman in the Sussex Stakes (G1) at Goodwood – a race he
won back in 2013. Toronado should get his prefered ground at
Santa Anita, he has good tactical speed, a thoroughly game attitude
to the racing game, and he has a top jockey on his side. 

TRADE STORM Coming off a nice win  in the Woodbine Mile (G1) in Canada, Trade 
Storm is in top form. He is an experienced, battle hardened miler who
runs his best races when he gets a strong page to close into. He has 
also performed close to the very best level at Meydan in Dubai. Winning 
chance? If Toronado and Anodin are on song probably not – but recent 
form counts for a lot and Trade Storm is in with a  squeak. 

VEDA French trained filly from astute trainer. Cross-entered, with the
Filly & Mare Turf the 2nd preference. All of her six races have come over 
a mile. The daughter of Dansili produced a taking performance behind the
smart gelding Solow in the Prix Daniel Wildenstein (G2) at Longchamp in
early October. After leading a furlong out she fought back well when
headed, and lost by just half a length. She had previously been second 
to Avenir Certain (who is 6-for-7) in the Poule d'Essai des Pouliches (G1) 
- French 1,000 Guineas. Fillies with her type of profile have done well in 
the BC Mile over the years, and Veda is open to improvement.  
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SPRINT
WIND FIRE A Listed winner over 5 furlongs at Sandown Park (a stiff course) in 

June, and placed twice in G2 sprints as a juvenile in 2013, Wind 
Fire needs to find abnormal improvement to figure here. 

CLASSIC
TOAST OF NEW YORK A visually impressive winner of the UAE Derby (G2) at Meydan

in March (when beating a sub-standarrd field with ease), Toast
Of New York showed improved form when runner-up to Shared
Belief in the Pacific Classic (G1) at Del Mar. Given that the latter
is our top rated horse going into the BC Classic, and likely to be 
sent off favorite, one has to take a look also at Toast Of New York.
However, he does have quite a lot to overcome. Firstly, this is his
fourth long haul journey of the year (he also ran in the Belmont
Derby prior to del Mar / below form, scoped badly after the race).
Has a 3yo ever been subjected to such a campaign? Probably not,
and in addition Toast Of New York tries dirt for the first time, meets
a stiffer stamina test than in previous races, and goes up against
the a much tougher group of rivals than before. UK bookmakers
have him at 16-1. He is likely to be much bigger at Santa Anita. 
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