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St Martindéds Chur ch, Léhdoh eWIBS5Q dens
(Registered charity no. 1132976)
www.stmartinswestacton.co.uk
Email: stmartins@stmartinswestacton.com

The Vicar Rev Julia Palmer
07939 043959

Assistant  Curate Rev Bryony Franklin (Fri & Sun)
07940 549167

Licensed Lay Minister to Yuki Johnson
Japanese Anglican Church 07503 893880
(UK) St Martin6és shunoheiva@gmail.com

Parish  Administrator (Mon-Fri 9.30am i 1.30pm)
Parish Office (behind Church Hall )
Hale Gardens, W3 9SQ 020 8992 2333

Lay Reader Dr Margaret Jones 020 8997 1418

Lay Reader Emeritus Lynne Armstrong 020 8992 8341
Churchwarden Ben Mason 07973 838501

Chil drenbds &

Youth Apprentice PJ Grayson 07306 302465

Magazine Editor Anna Sorensen Sargent 07734 593441

The Vicar is available for consultation and enquiries by appointment.
Please ring the Parish Office.

Articlesfor nextmonth 6s magazine should be s
The Parish Office (email: stmartins@stmartinswestacton .com)
Please title your email @®ecember Magazine 6in the subject heading
Articles  should reach the Editor by 21 November

The December magazine will be on sale by 30 November .


http://www.stmartinswestacton.co.uk/
mailto:stmartins@stmartinswestacton.com

November: Remembering the past, and looking to the
future

November is a month in which we remember. We remember all
Christian Saints on All  Saints Day on 1 November. We
specifically remember our patron Saint, St Martin , on 11
November. We rememb  er all those who have tragically lost

their lives in wars or other acts of conflict or terrorism on both
11 November , and on Remembrance Sunday, which is on 14
November this year.

We have been given the gift of memory T both our individual
memories and ou r collective memory in society. A gift that
allows us to learn from the past, whether by inspiring us to

emulate those who have done good things, or by working to

avoid repeating past mistakes and disasters. Remembering also
allows us to keep alive the mem ories of those people who

we see no more.

And of course, Jesus himself asked us to remember T to

remember how he  died for us whenever we share in the bread

and wine of Holy Commumemembr doetbf
So how will we be remembering, here at St Martins?

At our all -age service on Sunday 7 November, we will celebrate

All Saints and St Martin in particular, thinking about what we

can learn from the example of St Martin. Then on Thursday 11
November, | am sure that many of us will observe the tw o-
minute silence at  11lam, whatever we are doing at that time, as

we remember the horror of war and all who have died and
suffered as a result. We will then mark Remembrance Sunday

on 14 November at the church with our traditional service of
remembrance, wi th our Brownies and Guides in attendance, as
we lay wreaths at the War Memorial outside. After the service,
our monthly online Reflections Group will discuss the topic of
Pacifism.

However, if one of the purposes of remembering the past is to
shape the future, we also need to look forward. On the evening
of Thursday 11 November, the actual feast day of St Martin, we
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are hosting an event for local churches (including ourselves ) to

find out more about Eco Church. Eco Church is an award

scheme for churches  in England and Wales who want to

demonstrate their commitment to climate care. Churches

complete an online Eco Survey about how they are caring for

Godds earth in five dicdldctve difadand ar e as
work:

A Worship and teaching

A Ma n a g eadhehuarth buildings

A Management of church | and

A Community and gl obal engagement

A Lifestyle

It seems particularly appropriate to host this at St Martin &
Church on the date of our patronal festival. St Martin is
probably most well -known for sharing his cloak with a poor man
who needed it to stay warm and dry T his response to the
needs of others and perhaps also to the injustices that so often
exist in our world. In the same way, we urgently need to

respond to the needs of a world increasingl y affected by climate
change, and to the injustices that this brings, with the poorest
communities affected most. Do come along if you would like to
find out more and/or hear about how other churches have
approached this subject .

So, this month, as we loo  k back but also look forward, may we
know that God is God of the past, God of the present, and God
of the future.

Rev Bryony Franklin

ECO ¥ CHURCH

AN A ROCHA UK PROJECT
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To Autumn

Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness,

Close bosom -friend of the maturing sun;
Conspiring with him how to load and bless

With fruit the vines that round the thatch -eves run;
To bend with apples the moss'd cottage -trees,

And fill all fruit with ripeness to the core;

To swell the gourd, and plump the hazel shells

With a sweet kernel; to set budding more,
And still more, later flowers for the bees,
Until they think warm days will never cease,

For summer has o'er -brimm'd their clammy cells.

Who hath not seen thee oft amid thy store?
Sometimes whoever see ks abroad may find
Thee sitting careless on a granary floor,
Thy hair soft -lifted by the  winnowing wind;
Or on a half -reap'd furrow sound asleep,
Drows'd with the fume of poppies, while thy hook
Spares the next swath and all its twined flo wers:
And sometimes like a  gleaner thou dost keep
Steady thy laden head across a brook;
Or by a ¢ ider - press, with patient look,

Thou watchest the last oozings hours by hours.



Where are the songs of spring? Ay, where are they?
Think not  of them, thou hast thy music too -
While barred clouds  bloom the soft -dying day,
And touch the stubble -plains with rosy hue;
Then in a wailful choir the small gnats mourn
Among the river  sallows, borne aloft
Or sinking as the light wind | ives or dies;
And full -grown lambs loud bleat from hilly bourn;
Hedge -crickets sing; and now with treble soft
The red -breast whistles froma  garden -croft;

And gathering swallows twitter in the skies.

John Keats

Hhroe VR 3
Church side path in Autumn (AMWSS)
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UPCOMING SERVICES AND EVENTS

Thu 4 Nov:

Sat 6 Nov :

Sat 6 Nov

Sun 7 Nov :

Thu 11 Nov:

Sun 14 Nov :

Sat 20 Nov:

Sun 21 Nov :

6.30pm i St Martin & Bonfi

re 1 Vicarage

garden 1 fire pit , and hot dogs and soup

10 .00 -12 noon - Japanese

Café inthe

Church - stalls and refreshments

5pm -Confirmati o
Cathedral

ns at S

t

8am 1 Holy Communion (Book of Common
Prayer)

10am 71 AllAge Service with Baptism

6.30 pm i Evening Prayer on Zoom

745pm T 6 Everythi ngntediou w

know about Eco Church but were afraid
nds Church

to as$ kndt Mar ti

Remembrance Sunday

(no 8am Holy Communion Service)

10am T Remembrance Sunday Service
Holy Communion (Common Worship) . No

Junior Church
6.30 pm i Evening Prayer

4pm Community Listening Event

on Zoom

St Martinds Church Hal

Christ the King
(no 8am Holy Communion

10am i Holy Communion
Worship) . Junior Church

3pm i Japanese Church

6.30 pm i Evening Prayer

Service)

i (Common

on Zoom

Pau



Sun 28 Nov : Advent Sunday

(no8am  Holy Communion Service)
10am i Holy Communion T (Common
Worship) . Junior Church
4.00pm 1 Memorial Service
Advance notice: Sun5Dec ,St Martinds Chri st ma

Harvest Festival and Lunch -

As we come out of o6l ockdowno, we ar ¢
traditions of the past and celebrate them again today. One such
tradition is the Harvest Festival service and the communal meal

afterwards . After alovely All Age S  ervice, over 30 of us
celebrated Harvest together with a Lunch, reminding us of the
importance of community as we celebrate these very ancient
festivals. Thanks to all who helped organise i t, those who
decorated the Church so beautifully, and all those who brought
food to share.  Collectively, we created a memory to cherish.

Rev Julia Palmer (photos: C Reid; E Armstrong )
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Thank you for the Harvest gifts

Theresidents andstaff at t he Womendés Refuge we
pleased with all the donations that we sent them after our

Harvest Festival. They are always grateful for the food which

we give to them each year and use it to meet both regular and

emergency needs.

This time we also as  ked for gifts of crockery, saucepans and
kitchen equipment. The congregation was really generous and
the staff at the refuge were exceptionally pleased; they told us
that they had just been planning to go out to buy new
replacements and our donations were just what they wanted.
They have again stressed their thanks for our ongoing support
which means a lot to them.

11



The Women 6 s coRtiaue tognake welcome packs
containing toiletries, towels , etc for new residents and they rely
on us to supply them. Plea  se continue to think of the women in
the refuge if you are clearing out unwanted crockery, towels

and usable bedlinen.

Dr Margaret Jones, Lay Reader
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