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Message from the Board

Dear Friends:

Our community’s first Durga Puja is here. It seems like just the other day, when two enthusiastic students
from Binghamton University, Biplab Roy and Abhijit Banerjee, proposed to the community if we could
support them in organizing first ever Durga Puja celebration in the greater Binghamton area. With
community support and relentless effort by many volunteers, that special day is around the corner.

While we are sure that we have not been able to meet all the expectations, but certainly this is a modest
beginning. In years to come, we expect that this small beginning would grow info a big promise with
commitment from many other individuals in the community.

On this special occasion we have also made an effort to bring out this magozine as a part of art and
cultural fradition of the Bengali community. We sincerely invite you all to share the joy and happiness of
this festive time and make this Durga Puja celebration a successful event.

On behalf of the Greater Binghamton Bengali Association Durga Puja committee we would like to extend
our warm Sharodiya greetings and best wishes to all of you.

Sincerely,

2008 Binghmton Sarbojonin Durgotsav Committee
Greater Binghamton Bengali Association

Creativity is ingrained in the core of Bengali minds. Bengalis are known for their love towards
language, literature, fine aris efc. Be it a mariage or a Puja, We have a long tradition of writing poems,
publishing souvenir magazines. ‘Sharad Arghya’ is a continuation of that tradition, saluting poetic
Bengali minds and their sense of aesthetics. It is a combined effort of Bengalis in the Greater
Binghamton area and their relafives, acquaintances from all over the world.

Publishing magazine [be it a print or a webzine) is a difficult work anywhere in the world. In a
location, thousands of miles away from Bengal, it is even more difficult to publish articles in Bengali with
limifted monetary and infelleciual resources. The magazine committee of Binghamton Sarbojonin
Durgotsav 2008 has put up an exfravagant effort to publish a perfect magazine. The committee is
made up of young people whe do noi have much experience of publishing. Considering this as our first
effort, | apologize for any unwanied and unnoticed mistakes.

We may be small buf cerfainly not insignificant- Greater Binghamton Bengali Association strongly
believes in this. The idea of amanging @ mammoth event like Durga Puja, initiated and carried out by a
few Bengali students of Binghamion University and supported by the small population of local Bengali
residentsis a bold manifestation of that belief. Starting with handful of supportive minds and ocean of
odds, it has already been emerged as ihe biggest Bengali event in the surrounding areas, even before
its first occurrence. We are gladly receiving guests from nearby Syracuse, New Jersey, and even from far
Atlanta. ‘Sharad Arghya' which s an infegral part of Binghamton Sarbojonin Durgotsav follows the same
belief. This magazine, has aimed fo conjure creativity of local Bengalis as well as their relatives. |
appreciate the enthusiasm and participation they have shown to make our publication a success.

Durga Puja is not only a religious event, it also invokes nostalgia in the people who do not get
frequent chance to go back home fo be a part of the greatest festival of Bengal. Greater Binghamtfon
Bengali Association is trying to give you back the glimpses of the memories that you cherish at the back
of your mind. In this effort, apart from the hard work of Magazine Committee, | would like to take a
chance to admire the restless endeavor of Idol Committee, Worship Committee, Decoration
Committee, Food Committee and Culiural Committee who have functioned closely to make the whole
event as authentic and as Bengali as possible.

At the end, | would like to thank you all for your kind patronage without which the event would
never be possible. | hope all of you will enjoy ‘Sharad Arghya', the Puja and a day with us. Magazine
Committee is open for your comments because we believe it is a process of learning. Wish you all a
happy ‘Sharodiya’ and ‘Subho Bijoya’.

Biplab Roy, on behalf of Sharad Arghya Team
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Durga Puja in the Life of Bengali Hindus
Biru Paksha Paul

Why are Bengalis so passionate about celebrating
Durga Pujc? Why is Durge Pujo the greatest religious fesfival
among Bengali Hindusg If we were to discuss the answers to
these questions thoroughly, we would probably end up writing
a book. Instead, this writing intends to touch only a few vital
poinfs in regards to the popularity of Durga Puja among
Bengali Hindus.

The historical origin of Durga Puja goes back to the
age of Rama Chandra. While fighting with Ravana, who was
favored by the goddess Durga, Rama found it difficult to win
the war. It was clear to Rama that Ravana would remain
invincible as leng as Devi Durga continued to protect her
devotee, Ravana. Hence, Rama decided to worship the
goddess Durga in order to win her favor. Pleased by the
devotion and rationality of Rama, Durga gave Rama the
power fo win the war against Ravana. Since then, worshiping
Durga has become a symbol of recovering from disiress and
sufferings of all sorts. : ;
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Bengali Hindus liked this symbol more than any other
races in India. As Bengalis are generally introverted, they
become easily fragile in the face of adversities. They find a
befter peace of mind in worshiping such a spiritual power as
Durga, who is specidlized in protecting her disciples and
eradicating all sufferings from their lives. The name ‘Durga’
originates from the word ‘Durgati’ which means distress,
sufferings, or misery. Durga is believed io destroy all these
dangers and afflictions in the lives of her devotees.

Although Bengali Hindus did not belong to a
mafrimonial society, the ‘mother,’ which they call ‘Ma’
occupies a cenfral and emotional place in their psychology.
While the ‘father’ symbolizes financial security, the ‘mother’
signifies a lovely and meaningful existence in life. Ma is the
symbol of attachment, care, the deepest feeling along with
respect, emotion, and what not! Hence, worshiping a power in
the infegument of ‘Ma’ gives o special enrichment to the
hearts of Bengali Hindus. This autumn festival in celebration of
Durga Puja enables Bengalis to arange family reunions and
revitalize family ties in a joyful way within their cultural milieu.
The devotees feel a sense of security, love, and virtue in the
rituals of Durga Puja. The great goddess symbolizes sirength
and motherhood in a unique way to her followers. That is why
Bengali Hindus are so passionate about celebrating Durga.
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From the desk of Cashier

Here is a siatfistics of the fund donated by the members

Puja Contributions

# of Danars

0.99  100.149 ‘ 150..199 ‘ 200.249 250,299 300.349 350.399 400.449 450.500
Donation Amount ($)
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Durga Puja
Nisarga Nilotpal Paul

This puja is a reunion of many souls,
To worship Durga, goddess of motherhood and strength,
She gets us through the sufferings of our heavy tolls,
She made us all happy during our lifelong length.

The happiness she's brought, the despair she's banished,
The warrior she was make Ashur vanish,
She was very caring; she was very modest,
All this adds up to make her the bravest goddess.

Of the gods she was great, great scion.
She fought as bravely as her great steed lion.
To fight the evil she went a great, great length,
So we know her now as Durga, god of mothernood and strength.
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From Beijing with Love
Pradipta Chatterji

Traveling to a foreign country is always a
great opportunity to see new and wonderful things, but
what makes foreign fravel especially worthwhile for me
is getting to know new people .The following is @
narrative of our recent visit to Beiiing, China and a
description of some of the exceptional people we
came across. | hope you will enjoy getting to knowing
them as much as we did.

Beijing is a very ancient city, yet also very
modern and upcoming. In its 3000 years of history,
Beijing has been the capital of many imperial dynasties.
It has been the capital of the People’s Republic of
China since 1949.Beijing is a composite of two Chinese
characters that mean “norin” and “capital”.
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One World On

We landed atf the Beijing Infemational airport
about a week before the starfing of the 2008 Olympics,
the first time this event has been held in China. We
actually had not come here for the Olympics, but
rather for my husband's academic workshops, and our
visit here was to last for three or four days. We were
inifially a litfle concerned whether the impending
Olympics 2008 was going to disrupt our fraval. However,
affer landing we felt so much excitement in the air
regarding the Olympics and it was actually quite
infectious.

The first Olympics were played in the valley of
Olympia in southwest Greece in 994 BC. Affer numerous
setbacks and several hundrad vear !“'fe first modern
Olympics started in Athens in 1894,
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ing had been
preparing for this exceptional endeavor  with
enthusiasm and dedication and was more than ready
to welcome athletes from all around the world by the

time we arrived.

Several projects were underiaken here to
launch this great event. The new Intemational Airport
was said to be the largest construction project on earth
and the design resembling a soaring dragon in red and
yellow. The airport was enormous, well lighted (a bit
excessive perhaps), and resplendently clean. It was
also very crowded. After we walked down a sloped
walkway with our luggage in the carts by some maans
we always seem fo collect a lot of luggage) we were
greeted by a young woman and o middle aged man.

They were from the Central University of Finance and
Economics in Beijing.

The aftractive young woman (who looked like
a teenager) turned out to be a post doctoral fellow at
this institute. The man was the driver of the car they had
brought for us. The woman did have a beautiful name
which | do nof remember because it sounded difficult. |
wanted to write down her name, but was unable to
cpen my pocketbook to refrieve a piece of paper as
everyone was moeving so fast and | didn't want to lag
behind in the thick crowd.

ympic Mascofs

Once out of the dirport-we got into the midday
traffic in the air-conditioned car they had brought. We
were surrounded by cars everywhere and there were @
few buses here and there frying to slowly maneuver
their gigantic bodies through the traffic. Very few cars
were allowing them fo do so. Out of the window we
could not see much except numerous skyscrapers,
while the sky was barely seen. Currently, air pollution
indeed is a serious problem in Beijing. However, when
you look outside the air did not appear polluted as
everything was shinning with new grandeur and
glimmer in the bright daylight without a bit of
imperfection. There were posters and signs all over the
high buildings, written in  English and Chinese
welcoming everyone to the Olympic Games [with their
logo: One World One Dream), and pictures of the
Olympic mascotfs. As we drove through the roads
which were also shiny and sparkling, we saw all the
designer brand ncmes on the towering buildings. The
ride contfinued for quite some time.

The hotel felt like heaven, away from the heat
and hustle of the city and sleep never felt so
welcoming in the soft milky white extra big pillows and
comforters in the cold room.

The next moming we met Chean, a 23 year old
student from the Central University of Beijing, who is
working on his masters. Like most others of his age
group (globally) these days, Chen is ambitious, hopes
to pass the GRE to earn an advanced foreign degree
in his field and settie down with a fulfilling job
somewhere near his home town. Chen also informed us
within a few minutes of our encounter that he comes
from ‘a very poor family’ and that they lived in a village
near Beijing. Chen's dad is a farmer; Chen has a
brother and a sister who are aftending high school.
Chen was worried about the future of his siblings as he



wanted them fo obtain advanced degrees and
sustained high hopes for their future, but had no money
to help make that possible.

My guide books said that in China it is not
- uncommon to ask questions to strangers that are
personal (e.g. age, marital status, occupation, and so
on). Surprisingly Chen gave out a lot of information
about himself within a few minutes but did not ask us
any questions. | was too fired from the jet lag to
volunteer any personal information and | needed fime
fo warm up anyway.

Chen was bursting with enthusiasm to guide us
for sight seeing through Beijing. It was midday and the
temperature was over ninety degrees. The sight seeing
was to involve a lot of walking in this heat. We got into
our rented hotel car and everydne agreed that first we
must see the National Olympic Stadium. This was to be
the centerpiece of the Olympics and the new stadium
was to be the world's biggest enclosed space,
capable of holding 100,000 spectators, designed by
Swiss architects and resembling a giant bird’s nest. This
was to be the venue for the opening and closing
ceremonies and several other contests.

Next to the Bird's Nest was the National
Aqguatics Center to stage the Olympic swimming and
diving evenfs. Here the water cube is the natural
formation of scap bubbles (another innovative design)
resulted from the research of some professors in Ireland.
As we looked around, we saw many tourists excitedly
taking pictures of themselves with the above buildings
in the backgrounds. | wanted to ge back fo our car
because the heat was becoming oppressive, but Chen
appeared disappeinted. | was so  tired with jeflag
coupled with the fast pace of our sight seeing that my
feelings were not responsive to the enthusiasm of a 23
year old ( we get 5o self centered | ).Inside, the car felt
good with the cold air.

No car aliowed in shopping area

| did get a bit excited as | remembered from
our last visit that there are two markets that are very
popular fo the tourists in Beiing fhat sell almost
everything, called the Pearl Market and Silk Market.
Chen did not appear to be interested as | proposed to
visit one of the markets but reluctantly agreed to visit
the Silk Market. The Chinese name of this market is
Xiushui. Reportedly 100,000 shoppers a day visit this
market and this is the city's third major tourist attraction
here after The Forbidden City and The Great Wall.

The Sikk Market is fully dir-conditioned and four
sfories high. It is also infamous as many of the goods
and items are supposedly counterfeits. With proper
bargaining the prices can be very low. Although we

had very litle space to spare in our luggage the
temptations were unbearable. However Chen seemed
detfermined to prevent me from buying anything. It was
difficult to understand whether he didn't want us to
spend more than such goods were worth or his pride
was hurt seeing foreigners purchasing fake items from
his country. At one point he was outright upset as |
bargained to pay $5.00 US dollar for a leather purse
(the original price was $ 50.00). He kept on repeating
“You must not state such a high price when you
bargain”. I did not buy that purse.

Next stop was Tiananmen Square and the
Forbidden City. | had visited China twice before and in
one of the visits during Easter break | had seen Beijing
(and some outskirts including the Great Wall). The
weather was folerable at that time for the walking but
was nof on this day. However it was impossible to
explain all of this to Chen and make him understand
our difficulties.

The Tiananmen Guangchang (The Square of
the Gate of Heavenly Peace) happens to be the
world’s largest public square. Ironically, most of us first
remember ifs association with the bloody climax of
1989's pro democracy movements. It is also the final
resting place of the chairman Mao Zedong. Mao's
Mausoleum is an imposing hall at the center of the
square, in which lies the embalmed body of Mao {who
died in 1976) enclosed in a crystal cascade and
draped in a red flag. Mao proclaimed the founding of
the People's Republic of China on October 1 in 1949
from this massive Ming-Dynasty gate where his huge
portrait still hangs. The way to the Forbidden City is from
here.

The Forbidden City is so called because at one
time only members of the imperial court were allowed
inside. This magnificent complex is a grand monument
fo the 24 emperors who ruled from its halls over a
period of 500 years. Successive imperial dynasties had
ruled here since the 15" century. The last of the
emperors were forced fo abdicate at the beginning of
20" century and the public were finally admitted
through the palace gates in 1949. These are one of the
largest and greatest palace complexes ever built.

The Square is surrounded by several cultural
and political institutions. The China National Museum
stands on the eastern side of the Square. This building
combines the Museum of Chinese History and the
Museum of the Revolution. The exhibits vary from top
quality Chinese artistic masterpieces to unimpressive
propaganda. The Great Hall of the People is a
monolithic structure towering in the western side of the
Squire. The Great Hall is the seat of the Chinese
Legislature. There is a vast auditorium and banquet
halls which can be visited when the People's Congress
is not in session.

As we walk through the Squire we saw
thousands of visitors from all over the globe, and many
kite fiyers. All the walking now made Chen hungry,
which was a little problem since we were trying to cut
down calories (unsuccessfully).We afe a 108 course
brunch at our hotel this morning including varieties of
Chinese, Indian and Western Cuisines.
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Chen started to announce that he was very
hungry and would like to go to McDonalds (at the next
street). He mentioned had never been there as only
rich people go there (according fo Chen) or at least
KFC. It was difficult for a young person in China to
comprehend why we wanfed to avoid fast food
places. McDonalds, KFC and similar fast food presently
are extremely popular places and very crowded with
all kinds of nicely dressed people [many of them
appeared as tourists from other Asian countries).

We entered the crowded McDonald and
faced a different kind of problem, Chen would not only
not dllow us to pay for his lunch at McDonalds, but
kept on insisting to pay for our lunch since we were the
guests. Telling him that we were many years older than
him did not help becauss that did not invalidate our
status as guests. So | had fo come up with another
effective strategy in 30 seconds since we are at the
cashiers place about to pay for our food. | had fo use
the age old tactic that | knew was going fo work. | just
couldn't tolerate Chen spending so much of his money
on us,

I quietly told him that in this case he had no
choice since he was like our son as we do have a son
who is a few years older than him. Chen was silent for a
few moments and allowed us fo pay. The sirategy
worked wonderfully but opened up room for personal
guestions. Chen asked whether our son liked
McDonalds also, | had to say yes [not a complete lie as
our son did used to like McDonalds very much when
he was little, before we all became so health
canscious ). Next, Chen asked if our son was maried.
This answer was no and the complete fruth. Chen was
surprised and said that he would definitely be married
in a few years since he had o girfriend for last four
years. Chen considered her to be a fanfasfic young
lady. Of course, she is attractive and smart but what
made her so special was that every weekend she
called Chen's parents to ¢check on them since Chen is
so busy with his studies and exams thai he sometimes
did not get chance to call his parents regularly. Now |
felt that it was fime for me to open up. and | showed
him the photos of our precious grandchildren two
handsome littfle boys and two granddaughters (I did
not have the picture of the third granddaughier with
us).

| also shared with him the information that the
girls are half Chinese. | doubted before how much
Chen understood but | wanted to share this information
with him. | fried fo explain but was not sure how much
@ young man who had never been out of China would

understand the complexities of our culture, Qur son in
law’s great grandfather came to California and
through generations and seme intermarriages with
Americans they have adopted the American ways and
culture much more than Indians do in one or two
generatfions.

There are also political circumstances under
which the Chinese might had left their homeland which
they had declined to discuss with their children and
grand children. These are sensitive issues. | wanted to
be open lke Chen but | had fo be a bit guarded to
protect feelings. The whole narrative must had been
perplexing to Chen, Chen locked at me with blank
eyes but did not ask any more questions.

We had fish fillets sandwiches which tasted the
same as they do here. Chen had chicken nuggets, fries
and coke. As he menfioned, this was Chen’s first fime
to the McDonalds he said that he loved it and thanked
us profusely. We also thanked him for being our guide
and being so patient with our whims. He kept on saying
‘'my pleasure', ‘my pleasure’.

We next went to a street almost next to the
Tiananmen Square. This was a wide street lined by
shops old and new. Chen informed us we can safely
shop here since all the items were originals, unlike my
favarite Silk Market. We entered o shop, the set up of
the store and the merchandise did not appear to me
any different from the Silk Market. Inside of all the shops
were subdivided info several sections, like shops within
shop, with each section was headed by a salesperson.
The problem was that once we inquired about an item
regarding its price or anything, the salesperson
assumed that we were going fo buy that item and
would not leave us clene until we got it. Although Chen
said that no bargaining is possible in these criginal
shops (with goods looking just like the infamous silk
market), we did some bargaining and shopped a bit
through the crowded alleys.

Dinner was supposed fo be with Chen's
professor, his family and other important guests from
the university. Chen's professor {my husband's friend
and colleague who occupies a prestigious position at
the university) did not appear o me fo be much older
than Chen. We also met his pretty wife and nine year
old scn.

Dinner was served in two separate rooms at
the restaurani. We were with the professor's family.
Countless number of dishes, each with its own set of
chopsticks to serve started to armive on the spinner
attached to the top of the table so guests can spin and
reach the dishes of their choice. However the table
suddenly appeared fo spin viclently and no it was not
earthquake. The nine year boy started to spin the table
rapidly to serve himself whichever dishes he desired,
digging his own chopsticks into the dishes and eating
whatever he wanted before anyone got a chance fo
sit down. Interestingly no one said any thing to the boy
for this behavior, only his mother kept on throwing
glances at him while smiling sweetly from the other side
of the table.

As we started to eat more dishes came,
including socme very fasty dumplings straight from the
oven. The young boy speedily bit info one and of



course burned his tongue. He screamed and spat it out
on his plate and dashed towards the door, possibly in
search of ice or water to cool his mouth. Endless
varieties of dishes continued to come. At the same
moment the waitress was about to enter with a huge
pot of bailing broth in her hand. The boy clashed into
her, and | closed my eyes expecting a horible scene to
occur. After a few seconds when | dared to open my
eyes everything appeared normal.  The waitress
managed to maintain her balance by kneeling down
and placing the pot on the floor saving the boy and
herself. She did not appear that much older than the
boy. The boy left and inferestingly nobody seemed to
be bothered with this incident. The mother was
chatting with someone with a sweet smile probably
hadn't noticed anyway.
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Dumpﬁhgs are foo far

We had a great time talking about all sorfs of
things, and of course | displayed the precious photos of
the granddaughters, (we only carrfied the photos of
two of the children and told them that there was
another but we didn't carry her picture since she was
foo young to get pictures taken at school). We
explained their heritage, and no one said anything.
Probably the matter was too complicated to explain to
the Chinese in their homeland.

After dinner ended we said goodbye to every
one. The nine year old boy reappeared from nowhere,

very politely shook our hands, and spoke to us in
perfect English saying his interests in school were Math
and Asfronomy, and we left to pack since the next
morning we were to leave.

Our flight was in mid morning and | was a bit
annoyed when | heard that Chen was coming to
accompany us to the airpert. After all, we had said
goodbye and exchanged emails last night, and now
we needed tfo get organized within a short time. Beijing
traffic was very bad and ‘this was rush hour. | did not
understand any purpose for Chen to take a bus from
where he lives to come to our hotel , just to go to the
airport and go all the way back again, Our luggage
was excessively large and bulky and it was good fo
have some exira time.

The other days when we went sight seeing
Chen always showed up earlier than he said but this
moming he was late. | almost persuaded my husband
to call for the hotel taxi, Chen appeared from
nowhere, he was not alone there was the professor
behind him, and their hands were full of gift packages. |
absolutely had no room in my luggage to take
anything, and we were running late.

They started opening their gifts for us. The first
one was a beautiful Jade centerpiece (I looked at it in
the shop but didn't buy it while Chen was with us), next
came silk scarves and ties, yellow Jade jewelry, and
Jade candle holders. We didn't know what to say. The
last gift bag held three little Jade pendants of three
different colors with strings instead of chains (for little
girls fo wear) and a huge cloth mascot doll.

The young professor said with a smile that he
knew we were late and he had brought a car with
driver fo take us fo the airport on fime. He was late
because they needed to wait for the shops to open. He
also said, "We couldn't let you leave without sending ur
love fo your granddaughters from the country their
forefathers came from many years agoe. and we hope
maybe some day they will come 1o see this country.

Chen was standing behind him, beaming.

Find Us Online

Qfow can find us online a¢ hitp:/ [binghamtonpuja.webs.com
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Greater Binghamton Bengali Association cordially requests the patrons to continue
their overwhelming support net enly in the Sarbojonin Durgotsav but also in all other
cultural activities in the coming months. May the essence of togetherness prevail in the

future. We also pray for a healthy, wealthy and satisfactory future for you.
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