“People coming together to be The Church,

v I‘ty Lu_th e ra n not just attend one.”

Chu r.ch Trinity Lutheran Church is an open and inclusive
church, welcoming all who seek God.

69 Griswold Street - Hillsdale, Michigan
517-437-2647 - tichillsdale.org

Third Sunday in Lent March 20, 2022

Service of Holy Communion
9:30 a.m. Worship



Trinity Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

WELCOME TO WORSHIP THIS MORNING! We invite you to join us regularly for worship
and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our congregational life. If you are new here, we
welcome you; if you are a member of longstanding, we celebrate your gifts and your ministry
among us. Our order of worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin.

MISSION STATEMENT - The Mission Statement of Trinity Lutheran Church is to nurture faith
through proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ by word, sacrament, deeds and loving
relationships, to ALL people.

VISION STATEMENT - As proclaimers of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Vision of Trinity
Lutheran Church is to maximize our gifts and resources to reach out with God’s love and serve the
global community.

COMMUNION PROCEDURE - The communion table of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America is open to all baptized Christians who believe that our Lord Jesus is truly present in the
forms of bread and wine

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated weekly throughout the year. No one is ever
required to participate in the sacrament, but it is offered to nourish and sustain God’s people. This
is in accordance with Lutheran teaching:
Background 35A: The Church celebrates the Holy Communion frequently because the
Church needs the sacrament, the means by which the Church’s fellowship is established
and its mission as the baptized people of God is nourished and sustained. This practice
was reaffirmed in 1989 by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We continue to
need “consistent pastoral encouragement and instruction relating to Holy
Communion...pointing up Christ’s command, his promise, and our deep need.” For a
variety of historical reasons, Lutherans in various places moved away from the weekly
celebration of the sacrament.
Application 35C: Participation in the sacramental meal is by invitation, not demand. The
members of the church are encouraged to make the sacrament a frequent rather than
occasional part of their lives.
(Excerpts from: The Use of the Means of Grace, Principle 35)



Sunday, March 20, 2022

INTRODUCTION

The warnings are plentiful and blunt on the third Sunday in Lent. Cut it out or get cut down! The
warnings are accompanied by God'’s invitation to attentiveness: “Incline your ear, and come to
me; listen, so that you may live.” The landowner’s ultimatum is forestalled by the gardener’s
readiness to till the ground one more year. That is good news for all of us. Thanks be to God!

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Stand. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
the fountain of living water,

the rock who gave us birth,

our light and our salvation.

Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God,

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,

calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise

through Jesus Christ our Lord

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen



GATHERING HYMN ELW #618 Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer
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feed me now and ev - er - more, feed me now and ev - er - more.
shield me with your might-y arm, shield me with your might-y arm.
I will raise for - ev - er - more, | will raise for - ev - er - more.
GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you
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Help, save, comfort, and de -fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray.
Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through the life, death,
and resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear your word and obey it, and bring your
saving love to fruition in our lives, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Sit
A A reading from Isaiah
FIRST READING Isaiah 55:1-9

To those who have experienced long years in exile, the return to their homeland is a celebration
of abundant life. God calls them into an everlasting covenant of love. Those who return to God
will enjoy new life and forgiveness, because God’s ways are not our ways.

'Ho, everyone who thirsts,
come to the waters;
and you that have no money,
come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price.
2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
and your labor for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,
and delight yourselves in rich food.
3Incline your ear, and come to me;
listen, so that you may live.
I will make with you an everlasting covenant,
my steadfast, sure love for David.
“See, | made him a witness to the peoples,
a leader and commander for the peoples.
SSee, you shall call nations that you do not know,
and nations that do not know you shall run to you,
6



because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel,
for he has glorified you.

éSeek the LORD while he may be found,
call upon him while he is near;
"let the wicked forsake their way,
and the unrighteous their thoughts;
let them return to the LORD, that he may have mercy on them,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
8For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD.
°For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.

A Word of God, Word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 63:1-8
O God, eagerly | seek you; my soul thirsts for you. (Ps. 63:1)

10 God, you are my God; eagerly | seek you;
my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land
where there is no water.
2Therefore | have gazed upon you in your holy place,
that I might behold your power and your glory.
3For your steadfast love is better than life itself;
my lips shall give you praise.
*So will I bless you as long as | live
and lift up my hands in your name.
SMy spirit is content, as with the richest of foods,
and my mouth praises you with joyful lips,
éwhen I remember you upon my bed,
and meditate on you in the night watches.
"For you have been my helper,
and under the shadow of your wings | will rejoice.
8My whole being clings to you;
your right hand holds me fast.



A A reading from 1 Corinthians

SECOND READING Corinthians 10:1-13
Paul uses images from Hebrew Scriptures and prophecy to speak the truth of Jesus Christ: He is
our rock, our water, our food, and our drink. Christ is the living sign of God’s faithfulness.

! do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under the cloud,
and all passed through the sea, 2and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, *and
all ate the same spiritual food, “and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the
spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock was Christ. °Nevertheless, God was not pleased
with most of them, and they were struck down in the wilderness.

®Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not desire evil as they did.
Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is written, “The people sat down to eat and
drink, and they rose up to play.” ®We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did,
and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. ®We must not put Christ to the test, as some of
them did, and were destroyed by serpents. 2°And do not complain as some of them did, and were
destroyed by the destroyer. 1! These things happened to them to serve as an example, and they
were written down to instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. ?So if you think you
are standing, watch out that you do not fall. **No testing has overtaken you that is not common to
everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your strength, but with the
testing he will also provide the way out so that you may be able to endure it.

A Word of God, Word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

R

5" A— i . i I i —— |
@EI ] | I o %g — — -
J | 4

0 . J— .
7 ! ) e B— — . I !
: & r ' — ——
P——— == =
slow to an - ger, and a-bound-ing in  stead-fast love.



P The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 13" chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL Luke 13:1-9
Asked about current tragic events, Jesus turns a lesson about whether suffering is deserved into a
hard call to obedience. He then tells a parable that holds out hope that the timeline for ultimate
judgment will be tempered by patience.

At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate
had mingled with their sacrifices.?[Jesus] asked them, “Do you think that because these Galileans
suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans?®No, | tell you; but unless
you repent, you will all perish as they did. “Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of
Siloam fell on them—do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others living in
Jerusalem? °No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did.”

®Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came looking
for fruit on it and found none. ’So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three years I have come
looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still | find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the
soil?’ 8He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig around it and put manure on it.
°If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.””

The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ
Sit
SERMON



Stand
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #358 Great God, Your Love Has Called Us
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A

Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, and all
who are in need.

A brief silence.

A

We pray for the church around the world in all its forms: for pastors, deacons, bishops,
chaplains, and mission developers; for church councils, committee chairs, and all lay

ministry leaders; for congregations that contemplate difficult decisions about the future of

their ministry. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

For the health of this planet and the well-being of its creatures: for lands impacted by
droughts and at risk of wildfires; for fig trees and vineyards that produce fruit for our

nourishment and delight; for animal habitats threatened by climate change. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For those called into positions of civic responsibility: for judges, attorneys, and court
administrators tasked with uncovering truth and delivering justice; for activists and
community leaders who cast a vision of a more compassionate and equitable society.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

11



A

C

For those who call upon you for mercy: for all who live in poverty and experience
hunger; for any who feel tested beyond their strength; for those who are hospitalized or
near death, and for all in need of healing (especially). Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For the advocacy efforts of this congregation: for those whose faith leads them to speak
difficult truths and engage in difficult conversations with policymakers; for those who
promote mercy over vengeance or retaliation. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

A

P

C

Loving God, be with us and guide us during this time of discernment. Fill our leaders
with your wisdom. Keep us mindful of the work you would have us do. Lead us and
guide us O Lord to be about the work of your kingdom even as the search for a new
pastor continues. Bless all who have taken on extra responsibility, and fill them with a
sense of your love and presence. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For those whose earthly journeys have ended, we give thanks. With (names and) all the
saints, we praise you for the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of Jesus
Christ.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

)
C

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Please do not leave your pew, pass the peace to those in your family group as you wish but to
others by waves or other hand signs

12



Sit

OFFERING Third Sunday: Marafiki Children’s Fund
Each week, our congregation collects a general offering for the church and our ministries.
Additionally, we collect an offering for special projects. If you would like to make a regular gift
to the church, please place it in the offering plate. If you are looking to support our special
project (noted above), please place your offering in the barnyard boxes or noisy offering buckets.
The plate will be presented to the altar by an usher at this time

OFFERING HYMN ELW #184 Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

OFFERING PRAYER

A Extravagant God, you have blessed us with the fullness of creation. Now we gather at
your feast where you offer us the food that satisfies. Take and use what we offer here,
come among us, and feed us with the body and blood of Christ, in whose name we pray.

C Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
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+EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets' hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary's openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,

the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us,

full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.

Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word
take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on
earth..

Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the
Most High, one God, now and forever..

Amen
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LORD'S PRAYER
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift of grace.

Sit
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
The presiding minister and the assisting ministers receive the bread and wine and then give them
to those who come to receive. As the ministers give the bread and wine, they say these words to
each communicant:

The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.
The communicant may say "Amen."

Follow the usher’s instructions to approach the altar. Communion will be by individual cup, the
communicant stands before the Pastor to receive the bread, then Assisting Minister will hand you
the cup the cup of wine. Gluten-free communion wafers are available upon request. Simply tell
the pastor at the time of communion. If you are unable to consume alcohol, please inform the
assisting minister when it is your turn to receive the wine, and you will be given a wine substitute.
There is a basket on the front pews for the used cups

SILENT MEDITATION
While others are receiving commmunion you are invited to reflect on the readings, the sermon and the music of

the day.
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Stand

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A Blessed Jesus, in this rich meal of grace, you have fed us with your body, the bread of
life. Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope to a world in need.

C Amen.

BLESSING
P The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
C Amen.
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SENDING HYMN ELW #328 Restore in Us, O God
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new your im -age in  our hearts,and all our sins re - move.
fruit-less fear un - furl our lives like spring-time bud and flow’r.
tize us in the ris - en life that death can-not de - stroy.
we, when all our search-ing ends, may see you face to face.

DISMISSAL
A Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way
C Thanks be to God.
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SERVING AT TRINITY
Ministers: Every member of the congregation Council President: Terry Vear

Pastor: Rev. Dennis Smith Vice-President: Suzanne Sponsler
Piano/Keyboard: Paul Lucas Treasurer: Chris McNamara
Parish Secretary: Chris McNamara Secretary: Sandra Dufur

Council Members: Warren Bartels, Johncie Langston, Brad Otterbein, Joe Painter, Gene
Stockford-Shively, and Patti Weber

SERVING TODAY:
Assisting Minister: Chris McNamara
Ushers: Keith Otterbein and Diane Draper

ADDITIONAL SERVICES

Altar Guild: Tom Stockford-Shively

Offering Counters: Keith Otterbein and Sandra Dufur
Videographer: Gene Stockford-Shively

FLOWERS — The flowers on the altar today are given by Amy & Keith Otterbein to celebrate
Tyson’s 9" birthday. The flowers behind the altar are in honor of Sophia’s first communion from
her TLC family.

The music in this bulletin is reprinted with permission
under Annual License A-727368 from OneLicense.net.
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