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CHRONIC ILLNESS ADVOCACY

May 14, 2020

Centers for Medicaid & Medicare
7500 Security Boulevard
Baltimore, MD 21244

Dear Ms. Seema Verma:

The COVID-19 emergency has brought many healthcare disparities to light. In particular, delivery of
schedule Il medications for individuals suffering from chronic illnesses, cancer and palliative care
patients; impacting 9 million individuals with intractable pain, 23 million individuals with rare disease
and over 50 million individuals with chronic non-cancer pain. Despite the stay-at-home orders, these
individuals are being forced to leave their homes in order to see their physicians and pick up their
scheduled opiate medications. These individuals are extremely high risk as they suffer from incurable
illness, immunocompromised and otherwise disabled.

The Controlled Substances Act and DEA’s implementing regulations prohibit the refilling of schedule
lI-controlled substances. 21 USC 829(a). However, pursuant to 21 CFR 1306 (b) “an individual
practitioner may issue multiple prescriptions authorizing patients to receive a total of up to a 90-day
supply of a schedule Il-controlled substance, subject to specific conditions, are met.

However, without a proper announcement made by the CMS, state Pharmaceutical Board, State
Insurance Commissioner and other relevant agencies, physicians are not providing this opportunity to
their patients who require scheduled Il medications.

We are asking CMS to send notification to the states regarding the DEA Announcement advising to
permit a 90-day supply of schedule || medications. The pharmacy boards must also be notified to refill
the 90-day supply upon presentation of a valid prescription. In addition, the insurance commissioners
must notify the insurance carriers to authorize the payment for the 90-day supply.

It is important to note that the manufacturing quota for scheduled-Il medications must be reviewed to
ensure that the increased demand can be met. The influx of the COVID-19 patients has already strained
the current supply chain. It is imperative that the annual manufacturing quota is adjusted to ensure
enough supply is available to accommodate 90-day prescriptions as well as the increased demand for
the treatment of acute pain within our healthcare system.

Thank you,

Lauren Deluca
Executive Director

Chronic lliness Advocacy & Awareness Group, Inc.
Po Box 1203
Worcester, MA 01613
WWWw.cCiaag.net
Phone (774) 262-6671
Fax (508) 453-1033


http://uploads.documents.cimpress.io/v1/uploads/04fe0367-0c47-445b-84c4-787c8cd7bf33~110/original?tenant=vbu-digital
http://www.ciaag.net/
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Organizations and individuals endorsing this statement:

As representatives of the organizations, institutions, experts working in pain relief/palliative care,
political action groups and individual citizens. We are extremely concerned with the impact
COVID-19 pandemic is having on accessing scheduled-Il medications.

Organizations:

Chronic lliness Advocacy & Awareness Group, Inc., dba CIAAG
Adapted Tasks for Special Kids

Passionate Pachyderms
RSDSA
World of Pain

Individuals:

David D. Acevedo
Kenneth Atwood
Pam Aylor

Heather N. Barrett
Linda Beamer
Sharon Beauford
Kelly Bell

Lisa Berger

Jamie Bey-Hewes
Dan Bolger

Sandra Boyd
Cynthia Britton
Kevin Brunty
Kelly-Anne Bryan, RN
Amber Bullington
Michelle Caccamisi
Rev. Nancy Cahalan
Kerry Cameron

Chronic lliness Advocacy & Awareness Group, Inc.
Po Box 1203
Worcester, MA 01613
WWW.cCiaag.net
Phone (774) 262-6671
Fax (508) 453-1033
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Kathleen Clark

Kimberly Coleman

M. R. Coleman-Dion

Casey Congdon

Mary Cremer

Delorse Croissette

Earl Croissette

Debbie Davis

Inga Dawson, R.N.

Lauren Deluca CPCU-API, AINS

Faye E Dollar

Erin Leigh Donn

Roger Ebach

Sandra Emery

Ashley Gallegos

Joe Gallegos

John Gallegos

Denise Geltman

Michelle Gordon

Janice Gregory

Shannon Giriffin

Gail Guentzel

Shasta Rayne Harner

Jody Harness

Jennifer Hayman--Founder/Leader of Passionate Pachyderms
“Membership in Excess of 2.5 Million American Voters”

Suzanne Hellums

Heidi Henley

Jamie Bey-Hewes

Jenette Holgerson

Emily Ivari

Jana J Jenkins

Autumn Jensen

Timothy M. Jones Sr.

Carrie Judy

Wayne J Jusselin

Sarah A Jusselin

Chronic lliness Advocacy & Awareness Group, Inc.
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Worcester, MA 01613
WWW.cCiaag.net
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Jeanne Kaake
Brianna Lacey
Christian Lacey
Deborah Lacey
Tracie Lang

Jo-Lyn Leese

Megan Leslie

Leah R. LoneBear
Jennifer Longenecker
Brenda Luna

Jeffrey Miller

Jessica Minerd-Massey
Marie Moore
Christine Neuenkirchen
Joe A. Newman
Sandra Newman
Matina Nicholson
Peggy OConnor

Sue O’Donnell

Drew Pavilonis
Virginia Penrod
Katherine Pettus
Belinda Pruett
Pamela Pryor

Karen Pyne

Alexis Quackenbush
Bobby Quackenbush
Melissa Quackenbush
Bobby Quackenbush Jr.
Leah M Reeder

Clare Rhodes
Melinda Rogers
Melissa Rowan

Wade Rowan

Dana Runge

Neil Runge

Shannon M Russell
Gia Saung

Sharon Schweitzer
Prakash Sharma
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Julie Shaw
Louise Ann Shoger
Ann Marie Silva

Dawn Simonson
Cynthia G Skilton
Jessica Skistad
Laura Slocumb
Donna Snarskis
Bruce Stewart
Karen Stiens
Sharon E. Storck
Sandy Strunk
Thomas Tepper
Lark Thompson
James R Traylor
Shannon E Tuten
Susan Vastbinder
Michelle Wagner-Talley MSRC,LPC,BCPC
Anna Walker
Larry Jay Walton
Stacey West
Nancy Wilson
Saundra Wilson
Wayne Wilson
Amy Zamiatowski
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