
“Relational Contracts” “Rela&onal contract” and 
collabora&on: The idea of the 
relational contract could 
perhaps be an example: 
starting in academia in the 
1960s, this idea lies closely 
beside the idea of increased 
flexibility and collaboration 
in construction contracts. 
Relational ideas abound 
within the UK Government’s 

construction playbook and 
are emerging in case law. 
Practical responses to the 
concept are still being 
developed.  Deeper 
engagement with the 
underlying ideas can only 
help this process. 
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