Comments from AAL Network Friends: 
· I mentor students by telling them about myself and that if I can do it as a Black woman anyone can. I let them know that there are not many certified Black teachers and we need Spanish and language teachers who look just like us. I let them know that I was once where they are, not knowing a word in Spanish, but if they keep trying and practicing they will succeed. Because my teachers supported and encouraged me, I want to do the same for them. Mildred Smith-Chang, NY
· It is high time that African-Americans demanded high quality FLES (Foreign Language in Elementary Schools) Programs. All children deserve to have access to world language education from the kindergarten to college/university level and beyond. Charity Dell, NJ
· My advice to African-American students would be to stay engaged. Try a non-romance language. Language acquisition is difficult but well worth the effort. Michele Battle-Fisher, OH
· With my students, I make it a priority to use visuals that show blacks in Latin American countries as supplements for lessons in culture. Especially with students under 18, I believe it is imperative to show them people in the world who look like them so that they will develop an interest in communicating with them. Also, I believe it is important to show the cultural and linguistic contributions of Black people in the world to their native cultures (i.e. music in Cuba, Brazil, and so many others). Tanya Hickson, GA 
