Inmates clean

city cemetery

Picnic thanks state prisoners for
renewing neglected Riverview

By TERRI SANGINITI
Stall roportar

State Inmates have been
working at Riverview
Cemetery the past 10
weeks, cutting, trimming
and landscaping the
grounds. The volunteers
have transformed and revi-
talized the neglected ceme-
tery.

Their efforts were ae-
knowledged Thursday with
a noontime plonic under a
shady grove of century-old
maple trees at the ceme-
tery's Washington Street
entrance. 1

“We wanted to thank
them in a speclal way for
restoring the dignity of the
families burfed here,” sald
cemetery activist Grace

% ho collected money

for the plenic from

local businesses and fami-

lies who have loved ones
burled there.

“By dolng such an excel-
lent job, they restored thelr
own dignity,” she sald of
the Inmates.

Mearly three dozen men
and women from the Sus-
sox Work Release Center
and Plummer Communi

pated, along with state De-
b n? Correctlon of
C

Inmate Massina Miller,
28, a resident of the Plum-
mer Center adjacent to the
cemetery at 33rd and North
Market streets, sald she
learned how to trim trees,
use a chain saw and prac-

. Tha Kiews Journsl B0@ HERBERT
Work releass Inmates enjoy a picnic held to thank them
for thelr 10 weesks of work cleaning Riverview Cemetery.

niques during her week at
the cometery,

“I learned how to do
gomething for somebody
else that makes me feel
good about doing it,"” Miller
sald. “And it makes me feel
real good that somebody ap-
preciates what we did.”

Corrections Canter particl-

tice landscaping tech-

Riverview: Families are
grateful for work crews

FROM PAGE B1
Warden Bob George of the
Sussex Community Correction

Conter sald a crew of about 13 vis

inmates have been shuttled to
the cemetery at 6:30 a.m. threa
or four times & week, They re-
turn to the Sussex facility, a
nearly two-hour drive away,
about 5 pom.

The Inmates became In-
volved in the project in July
after the Genera Auemb!y
passed o bond bill ulluw!:H
prison commissioner to direct
offenders to asslst In commu-
n!t{_h restoration projects,

& 128-vear-old cemetery
fell into disrepatr in early June
after cometery operators
Lodge No, 51of tha independont

e No, 3 n
Order of Odd Fellows, and
Knlshu Pythias Grand Lod|

na!y!mlu Med for ban,
mptw ting a lack of funds for
malntenance,

‘When the Inmates arrived
July 3, the B7-acre cemetery was
an eyesore, with tombstone-
high grass and toppled markers,

Today the cemetery s In
much better shape.

“The community nothces and
appreclates It,” sald construc-
tlen worker Rock Brown, of
Shelle c?‘nuructmnhv.hu
& the cemetery Thurs-
day. "TI:JH; place looks better
now than it did under the folks
who used to take care of 16"

State correctional Capt. Bl
Oettel, who coordinates offend-
ers” program activithes, sald he
has recelved nnlh!:;:_E but pralse
for the Inmate’s wo

& gaid about 100 offenders
are but In the community every
day helping civic groups,
schools and state hospitals,

I aat v Mulawara inmafoo

rl'ur:mnd mare than 210,000

wrs of community sery ice, ao-
cording to correctlons spokes.
woman Beth Welch

Crest program after-care
counselor Cheryl Smith inter-
rupted a group of female in-
mates eating lunch to thank
them.*

Smith, who sald she has fam-
iy members burled in the ceme-
terfsa!d It had been distressing

ting her loved ones amld the
ovargrown wioeds,

*I feel [the Inmates] did a
major service to my family,™
Smith sald. “To be able to pray
without all the weeds has made
a big difference.”

Carl Kylen, whe for several
years had faithiully mowed the
Brass arouml his family's
mﬂmu he did not mind

the inmates mkeu'm the
chore,

“I ke the work,” uld inmate
crew chief Jason Stalford, “It'sa
challenge to keep it looking nice.
But have s time."

The inmates all agreed they
have taken pride in the job they
have done,

Work-release Inmate Tina El-
maore, 35, from the Plummer
Center, sald she pleked up tons
of trash around the cemetery,
and even-used a damp cloth to
wipe off years of embedded dirt
In the engraving on tombstones.

Fellow Inmate Donna Davis,
42, who lives on 3%th Street not
far from the cemetery, sald
many families returned to the
cemetery on just the second day
of cleanup to place flowers on
thelr loved ones' restored
Braves,

“It’s been wonderful giving
ummhimfﬁlmk to the commu-
nity" Duvls sald,

*Reach Terrl Sanginitl o1 324-2771 or
aangindki calawnrecnling.com.



