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Medicine and Health in China 
 
Andrews, Birdie. The Making of Modern Chinese Medicine, 1850-1960 (UBC, 2014) 
Benedict, Carol. Bubonic Plague in Nineteenth-Century China (Stanford, 1996) 
Bu, Liping. Public Health and the Modernization of China, 1865-2015 (Routledge, 2020) 
Davis, Deborah and Helen F. Siu. SARS: Reception and Interpretation in Three Chinese Cities (Routledge, 2006) 
Fang Xiaoping. Barefoot Doctors and Western Medicine in China (Rochester, 2012) 
Furth, Charlotte. A Flourishing Yin: Gender in China's Medical History, 960-1665 (California, 1999) 
Gross, Miriam. Farewell to the God of Plague: Chairman Mao’s Campaign to Deworm China (California, 2016) 
Heinrich, Ari L. The Afterlife of Images: Translating the Pathological Body between China and the West (Duke, 

2008) 
Hsu, Elizabeth. “The History of Chinese Medicine in the People’s Republic of China and its Globalization.” East 

Asia Science, Technology and Society: an International Journal (2008) 2:465–484. 
Huang, Yanzhong. Governing Health in Contemporary China (Routledge, 2012) 
Lei, Sean Hsiang-Lin. Neither Donkey nor Horse: Medicine in the Struggle over China's Modernity (Chicago, 

2014) 
Leung, Angela Ki Che. Leprosy in China: A History (Columbia, 2009) 
Li, Liming and Qingwu Jiang, Introduction to Public Health in China (Springer Singapore, 2019) 
Powers, John H. and Xiaosui Xiao, ed. The Social Construction of SARS (John Benjamins, 2008) 
Rogaski, Ruth. Hygienic Modernity: Meanings of Health and Disease in Treaty-Port China (California, 2004) 
———. The Manchurian Plague and COVID-19: China, the United States, and the “Sick Man,” Then and Now.” 

Public Health Then and Now (January 21, 2021) 
Smith, Hilary A. Forgotten Disease: Illnesses Transformed in Chinese Medicine (Stanford, 2017) 
Summers, William C. The Great Manchurian Plague of 1910-1911: The Geopolitics of an Epidemic Disease 

(Yale, 2012) 
Unschuld, Paul U. Huang Di Nei Jing Su Wen: Nature, Knowledge, Imagery in an Ancient Chinese Medical Text 

(California, 2003) 
 
19th Century to End of Qing Dynasty (1911) 
 
Brown, Shana J. Pastimes: From Art and Antiquarianism to Modern Chinese Historiography (Hawaii, 2011) 
Cassel, Par. Grounds of Judgment: Extraterritoriality and Imperial Power in Nineteenth-Century China and 

Japan (Oxford, 2012) 
Cohen, Paul A. “Toward a China-Centered History of China,” Discovering History in China: American Historical 

Writing on the Recent Chinese Past (Columbia, 1984): 149-198 
Cohen, Paul A., History in Three Keys: The Boxers as Event, Experience and Myth (Columbia, 1997) 
Duara, Prasenjit. Rescuing History from the Nation: Questioning Narratives of Modern China (Chicago, 1995) 
Harrison, Henrietta. The Man Awakened from Dreams: One Man’s Life in a North China Village (Stanford, 2005) 
Hevia, James L. English Lessons: The Pedagogy of Imperialism in Nineteenth-Century China (Duke, 2003) 
Honig, Emily. Sisters and Strangers: Women in the Shanghai Cotton Mills, 1919-1949 (Stanford, 1992) 
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Karl, Rebecca E. Staging the World: Chinese Nationalism at the Turn of the Twentieth Century (Duke, 2002) 
Kuhn, Philip A. Rebellion and Its Enemies in Late Imperial China: Militarization and Social Structure, 1796-

1864 (Harvard, 1970) 
Edwards, Louise. Gender, Politics, and Democracy: Women's Suffrage in China (Stanford, 2007) 
Levine, Steven I. and James C. Hsiung. China's Bitter Victory: The War with Japan, 1937-1945 (M E Sharpe, 

1993) 
Meyer-Fong, Tobie S. What Remains: Coming to Terms with Civil War in 19th Century China (Stanford, 2013) 
Perry, Elizabeth J. Rebels and Revolutionaries in North China, 1845-1945 (Stanford, 1980) 
Rawski, Evelyn S. “Presidential Address: Reenvisioning the Qing: The Significance of the Qing Period in 

Chinese History,” Journal of Asian Studies 44:4 (November 1996): 829-850. 
Spence, Jonathan D. God’s Chinese Son: The Taiping Heavenly Kingdom of Hong Xiuquan (Norton Press, 1996) 
Teng, Emma Jinhua. Taiwan's Imagined Geography: Chinese Colonial Travel Writing and Pictures, 1683-1895 

(Harvard, 2006) 
 
Era of the 1911 Revolution 
 
Chang, David Cheng. “Democracy is in its details: the 1909 Provincial Assembly Elections and the Print Media,” 

China on the Margins, ed. Sherman Cochran and Paul G. Pickowicz (Cornell, 2010): 195–220.  
Duara, Prasenjit. “Introduction” and “Linear Histories and the Nation-state,” Rescuing History from the Nation: 

Questioning Narratives of Modern China. (Chicago, 1995): 1-50. 
Esherick, Joseph W. Reform and Revolution in China: The 1911 Revolution in Hunan and Hupei (California, 

1976) 
Esherick, Joseph W. “Ten Theses on the Chinese Revolution,” Modern China 21:1 (January 1995): 45-76. 
Karl, Rebecca E. Staging the World: Chinese Nationalism at the Turn of the Twentieth Century (Duke, 2002) 
Smith, S. A. Like Cattle and Horses: Nationalism and Labor in Shanghai, 1895-1927 (Duke, 2002) 
Zarrow, Peter. After Empire: The Conceptual Transformation of the Chinese State, 1885-1924 (Stanford, 2012) 
Zheng, Xiaowei. The Politics of Rights and the 1911 Revolution in China (Stanford, 2017) 
 
Republican State and Society 
 
Bergère, Marie-Claire. “Civil Society and Urban Change in Republican China,” China Quarterly 150 (June 

1997): 309-328 
Dikotter, Frank. The Age of Openness: China Before Mao (California, 2008) 
Fei Xiaotong, From the Soil: The Foundations of Chinese Society (California, 1992) 
Goodman, Bryna. “The New Woman Commits Suicide: The Press, Cultural Memory, and the New Republic,” 

Journal of Asian Studies 64:1 (Feb 2005): 67-101 
Harrison, Henrietta. The Making of the Republican Citizen: Political Ceremonies and Symbols in China, 1911-

1929 (Oxford, 2000) 
Hung, Chang-tai. Going to the People: Chinese Intellectuals and Folk Literature, 1918-1937 (Harvard, 1985) 
Lam, Tong. A Passion for Facts: Social Surveys and the Construction of the Chinese Nation-State, 1900-1949 

(California, 2011) 
Lanza, Fabio. Behind the Gate: Inventing Students in Beijing (Columbia, 2010) 
Lean, Eugenia. Public Passions: The Trial of Shi Jianqiao and the Rise of Popular Sympathy in Republican China 

(California, 2007) 
Mao Zedong, “Report on an Investigation of the Peasant Movement in Hunan,” March 1927, Selected Works of 

Mao Tse-tung, vol 1. Foreign Languages Press (online). 
One day in China, May 21, 1936, trans., ed., and intro. by Sherman Cochran and Andrew C. K. Hsieh with Janis 

Cochran (Yale, 1983) 
Perry, Elizabeth J. Anyuan: Mining China's Revolutionary Tradition (California, 2012) 
Perry, Elizabeth J. Shanghai on Strike: The Politics of Chinese Labor (Stanford, 1993) 
Rowe, William T. “The Public Sphere in Modern China,” Modern China 16:3 (July 1990): 309-329 
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Strand, David. Rickshaw Beijing: City People and Politics in the 1920s (California, 1989)  
 
Urban Life 
 
Chen, Janet Y. Guilty of Indigence: The Urban Poor in China, 1900-1953 (Princeton, 2012) 
Finnane, Antonia. Changing Clothes in China: Fashion, History, Nation (Columbia, 2008) 
Gerth, Karl. China Made: Consumer Culture and the Creation of the Nation (Harvard, 2004) 
Goodman, Bryna. Native Place, City, and Nation: Regional Networks and Identities in Shanghai, 1853-1937 

(California, 1995) 
Hershatter, Gail. Dangerous Pleasures: Prostitution and Modernity in Twentieth-Century Shanghai (California, 

1999) 
Lu, Hanchao. Beyond the Neon Lights: Everyday Shanghai in Early Twentieth Century Shanghai (California, 

1999) 
Shao, Qin. “Tempest Over Teapots: The Vilification of Teahouse Culture in Republican Shanghai,” Journal of 

Asian Studies 57:4 (1998): 1009-1041 
Wang Di, The Teahouse: Small Business, Everyday Culture, and Public Politics in Chengdu, 1900-1950 

(Stanford, 2003) 
 
Republican culture and the arts 
 
Barmé, Geremie Randall. An Artistic Exile: A Life of Feng Zikai (1898-1975) (California, 2002) 
Goldstein, Joshua. Drama Kings: Players and Politics in the Re-Creation of Peking Opera, 1870-1937 

(California, 2007) 
Jones, Andrew. Yellow Music: Media Culture and Colonial Modernity in the Chinese Jazz Age (Duke, 2001) 
Judge, Joan. Republican Lens: Gender, Visuality, and Experience in the Early Chinese Periodical Press 

(California, 2015)  
Lee, Leo Ou-Fan. Shanghai Modern: The Flowering of a New Urban Culture in China, 1930-1945 (Harvard, 

1999) 
Pang, Laikwan. The Distorting Mirror: Visual Modernity in China (Hawaii, 2007) 
Pang, Laikwan, Building a New China in Cinema: The Chinese Left-Wing Cinema Movement, 1932-1937 

(Rowman & Littlefield, 2002) 
Pickowicz, Paul, Kuiyi Shen, and Yingjin Zhang, Liangyou, Kaleidoscopic Modernity and the Shanghai Global 

Metropolis, 1926-1945 (Brill, 2013) 
Stapleton, Kristin, Fact in Fiction: 1920s China and Ba Jin’s Family (Stanford, 2016)   
Tang, Xiaobing. Origins of the Chinese Avant-Garde: The Modern Woodcut Movement (California, 2008) 
Y. Yvon Wang, “Whorish Representation: Pornography, Media, and Modernity in Fin- de-siècle Beijing,” 

Modern China 40:4 (July 2014): 351-392. 
 
Gender and Modern China 
 
Barlow, Tani, ed. The Question of Women in Chinese Feminism (Duke, 2004) 
Diamant, Neil J. Revolutionizing the Family: Politics, Love, and Divorce in Urban and Rural China, 1949-1968 

(California, 2000). 
Edwards, Louise. Gender, Politics, and Democracy: Women’s Suffrage in China (Stanford, 2008) 
Gilmartin, Christina K. Engendering the Chinese Revolution: Radical Women, Communist Politics, and Mass 

Movements in the 1920s (California, 1995). 
Hershatter, Gail. Dangerous Pleasures: Prostitution and Modernity in Twentieth-Century Shanghai (California, 

1997) 
Hershatter, Gail. “State of the Field: Women in China’s Long Twentieth Century,” The Journal of Asian Studies 

63:4 (November 2004): 991-1065. 
Honig, Emily. Sisters and Strangers: Women in the Shanghai Cotton Mills, 1919-1949 (Stanford, 1986). 
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Judge, Joan. The Precious Raft of History: The Past, the West, and the Woman Question in China (Stanford, 
2010) 

Schneider, Helen M. Keeping the Nation’s House: Domestic Management and the Making of Modern China 
(UBC, 2011). 

 
The Nationalists in Power (1927-1937) 
 
Boecking, Felix. “Unmaking the Chinese Nationalist State: Administrative Reform among Fiscal Collapse, 1937-

1945,” Modern Asian Studies 45:2 (March 2011): 277-301. 
Clinton, Maggie. Revolutionary Nativism: Fascism and Culture in China, 1925-1937 (Duke, 2017) 
Coble, Parks M. The Shanghai Capitalists and the Nationalist Government, 1927-1937 (Harvard, 1986) 
Culp, Robert. Articulating Citizenship: Civic Education and Student Politics in Southeastern China, 1912-1940 

(Harvard, 2007) 
Fitzgerald, John. Awakening China: Politics, Culture, and Class in the Nationalist Revolution (Stanford, 1996) 
Merkel-Hess, Kate. The Rural Modern: Reconstructing the Self and State in Republican China (Chicago, 2016)  
Nedostup, Rebecca. Superstitious Regimes: Religion and the Politics of Chinese Modernity (Harvard, 2009) 
Taylor, Jay. The Generalissimo: Chiang Kai-shek and the Struggle for Modern China (Harvard, 2009) 
Zanasi, Margherita. Saving the Nation: Economic Modernity in Republican China (Chicago, 2006) 
Van de Ven, Hans. War and Nationalism in China: 1925-1945 (Routledge, 2012) 
 
War and Communist revolution (1937-1949) 
 
Brown, Jeremy and Paul G. Pickowicz, ed., Dilemmas of Victory: The Early Years of the People’s Republic of 

China (Harvard, 2007) 
Cheek, Timothy, Mao Zedong and China's Revolutions (Bedford/St. Martin's, 2002) 
Cohen, Paul. “Reflections on a watershed date: the 1949 divide in Chinese history,” in Wassertrom, Jeffery, ed, 

Twentieth Century China: New Approaches (Routledge, 2003): 27-36 
Dikötter, Frank. The Tragedy of Liberation: A History of the Chinese Revolution 1945-1957 (Bloomsbury, 2013) 
Dirlik, Arif. The Origins of Chinese Communism (Oxford, 1989)  
Duara, Prasenjit. Sovereignty and Authenticity: Manchukuo and the East Asian Modern (Rowman & Littlefield, 

2003) 
Fu, Poshek. Passivity, Resistance, and Collaboration: Intellectual Choices in Occupied Shanghai, 1937-1945 

(Stanford, 1997) 
Johnson, Chalmers A. Peasant Nationalism and Communist Power: The Emergence of Revolutionary China, 

1937-1945 (Stanford, 1962) 
Keating, Pauline B. Two Revolutions: Village Reconstruction and the Cooperative Movement in Northern 

Shaanxi, 1934-1945 (Stanford, 1997) 
Mitter, Rana. Forgotten Ally: China’s World War II, 1937-1945 (Mariner Books, 2014) 
---. The Manchurian Myth: Nationalism, Resistance and Collaboration in Modern China (California 2000) 
Pepper, Suzanne. Civil War in China: The Political Struggle, 1945-1949 (Rowman & Littlefield, 1999) 
Seldon, Mark. China in Revolution: The Yenan Way Revisited (M.E. Sharpe, 1995) 
Yeh, Wen-hsin. Provincial Passages: Culture, Space, and the Origins of Chinese Communism (California, 1996) 
 
PRC Institutions and Culture 
 
Bian, Morris L. The Making of the State Enterprise System in Modern China: The Dynamics of Institutional 

Change (Harvard, 2005) 
Bray, David. Social Space and Governance in Urban China: The Danwei System from Origins to Reform 

(Stanford, 2005) 
Brown, Jeremy. City Versus Countryside in Mao's China: Negotiating the Divide (Cambridge 2014)  
Brown, Jeremy, ed., Dilemmas of Victory: The Early Years of the People's Republic of China. Harvard, 2010 
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Cai Xiang, Revolution and Its Narratives: China's Socialist Literary and Cultural Imaginaries, 1949-1966 (Duke 
2016)  

Chen Jian, Mao's China and the Cold War (North Carolina, 2000) 
Dikötter, Frank. Mao's Great Famine: The History of China's Most Devastating Catastrophe, 1958-1962 (Walker 

& Company, 2011) 
Dillon, Nara. Radical Inequalities: China's Revolutionary Welfare State in Comparative Perspective (Harvard, 

2015) 
Hershatter, Gail. The Gender of Memory: Rural Women and China’s Collective Past (California, 2011). 
Hung, Chang-tai. Mao’s New World: Political Culture in the Early People’s Republic (Cornell, 2011) 
Johnson, Kay Ann. Women, the Family, and Peasant Revolution in China (Chicago, 1983) 
Smith, Aminda M. Thought Reform and China’s Dangerous Classes: Reeducation, Resistance, and the People 

(Rowman & Littlefield, 2013) 
 
The Cultural Revolution (1966-1976) 
 
Cook, Alexander C., The Cultural Revolution on Trial: Mao and the Gang of Four (Columbia, 2016) 
Dikötter, Frank. The Cultural Revolution: A People's History, 1962-1976 (Bloomsbury, 2017) 
Esherick, Joseph W., Paul G. Pickowicz, and Andrew G. Walder, eds., The Chinese Cultural Revolution as 

History (Stanford, 2006). 
Frazier, Robeson Taj. “Maoism and the Sinification of Black Political Struggle,” The East is Black: Cold War 

China in the Black Radical Imagination (Duke, 2015) 
Hinton, Carma et al, Morning Sun (film, 2003), 117 min DVD.  
Leese, Daniel. Mao Cult: Rhetoric and Ritual in China's Cultural Revolution (Cambridge, 2013) 
MacFarquhar, Roderick, Michael Schoenhals, Mao's Last Revolution (Belknap, 2008) 
Mittler, Barbara. A Continuous Revolution: Making Sense of Cultural Revolution Culture (Harvard 2016)  
Mueggler, Erik. The Age of Wild Ghosts: Memory, Violence, and Place in Southwest China (California, 2001) 
Pang, Laikwan. The Art of Cloning: Creative Production During China's Cultural Revolution (Verso, 2017) 
Andrew G. Walder, Agents of Disorder: Inside China’s Cultural Revolution (Harvard, 2019) 
 
Ethnic Minorities in China 
 
Clayton, Cathryn H. Sovereignty at the Edge: Macau and the Question of Chineseness (Harvard, 2010) 
Crossley, Pamela Kyle. Orphan Warriors (Princeton, 1991) 
Davis, Elizabeth Van Wie. “Uyghur Muslim Ethnic Separatism in Xinjiang, China.” Asian Affairs: An American 

Review 35 (1, 2008): 15-30 
Erie, Matthew S. China and Islam: The Prophet, the Party, and Law (Cambridge, 2017) 
Gladney, Dru. Dislocating China: Muslims, Minorities, and Other Subaltern Subjects (Chicago, 2004) 
Mullaney, Thomas S. Coming to Terms with the Nation: Ethnic Classification in Modern China (California, 

2011) 
Rossabi, Morris. ed., Governing China’s Multiethnic Frontiers (Washington, 2004) 
Sautman, Barry. “Resolving the Tibet Question: problems and prospects,” Journal of Contemporary China 11 

(30, 2002): 77–107. 
Schein, Louisa. Minority Rules: The Miao and the Feminine in China’s Cultural Politics (Duke, 2000) 
 
The Reform Era (1970’s – 1980’s) 
 
Bonnin, Michel. The Lost Generation: The Rustication of China's Educated Youth (1968-1980), trans. Krystyna 

Horko (Chinese University, 2013) 
Fong, Vanessa. Only Hope: Coming of Age under China’s One-Child Policy (Stanford, 2004) 
Honig, Emily and Gail Hershatter. Personal Voices: Chinese Women in the 1980's (Stanford, 1988) 
Karl, Rebecca. The Magic of Concepts: History and the Economic in Twentieth-Century China (Duke, 2011) 
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Nathan, Andrew J. The Tiananmen Papers: The Chinese Leadership's Decision to Use Force against Their Own 
People - In Their Own Words (Abacus, 2002) 

Vogel, Ezra F. Deng Xiaoping and the Transformation of China (Belknap, 2013) 
Wang Hui. “The Year 1989 and the Historical Roots of Neoliberalism in China,” The End of the Revolution: 

China and the Limits of Modernity (Verso, 2009) 
White, Tyrene. China's Longest Campaign: Birth Planning in the People's Republic, 1949-2005 (Cornell, 2009) 
Wu Hung. Remaking Beijing: Tiananmen Square and the Creation of a Political Space (Chicago, 2005) 
Yan, Yunxiang. Private Life under Socialism: Love, Intimacy, and Family Change in a Chinese Village, 1949-

1999 (Stanford, 2003)  
Yu Hua. China in Ten Words (Vintage, 2012) 
 
China in the 1990’s & 2000’s 
 
2008 Beijing Olympics opening ceremony (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ii-n_QSS0og) 
“Charter 08,” tr Perry Link, New York Review of Books 56.1 (Jan 15, 2009)  
Chiang, Howard. Queer Sinophone Cultures (Routledge, 2014) 
Chow, Rey. Sentimental Fabulations, Contemporary Chinese Films: Attachment In the Age of Global Visibility 

(Columbia, 2007) 
Economy, Elizabeth. The River Runs Black: The Environmental Challenge to China's Future (Cornell, 2010) 
Feng, Chongyi.  “Charter 08: The Troubled History and Future of Chinese Liberalism,” Asia-Pacific Journal, 41-

5-10, October 11, 2010 
Gallagher, Mary Elizabeth. "'Reform and Openness': Why China's Economic Reforms Have Delayed 

Democracy." World Politics 54 (3, 2002):338-72. 
Harwit, Eric. “The Rise and Influence of Weibo (Microblogs) in China.” Asian Survey 54 (November/December 

2014): 1059-1087. 
Hyde, Sandra Teresa. Eating Spring Rice: The Cultural Politics of AIDS in Southwest China (California, 2007) 
Kleinman, Arthur, et. al. Deep China: The Moral Life of the Person. California, 2011Li Zhang, In Search of 

Paradise: Middle-class Living in a Chinese Metropolis (Cornell, 2010) 
Lieberthal, Kenneth. Governing China: From Revolution to Reform (Norton, 2003) 
Liu, Yu and Dingding Chen. “Why China Will Democratize.” Washington Quarterly 35 (1, 2012): 41-63. 
O’Brien, Kevin and Lianjiang Li, Rightful Resistance in Rural China (Harvard, 2006) 
Perry, Elizabeth J. “Studying Chinese Politics: Farewell to Revolution?” The China Journal 57 (Jan., 2007): 1-22. 
Wang, Zheng. Never Forget National Humiliation: Historical Memory in Chinese Politics and Foreign Relations 

(Columbia, 2014)  
Xiao, Yanzhong, “Recent Mao Zedong Scholarship in China,” in A Critical Introduction to Mao, ed. Timothy 

Cheek (Cambridge, 2010): 273-87 
Yang, Guobin. “The Co-evolution of the Internet and Civil Society in China,” Asian Survey 43:3 (May/June 

2003): 405-422. 
Ye, Sang. China Candid: The People on the People's Republic. California, 2006. 
 
Post-1949 Arts & Culture 
 
Andrews, Julia F. Painters and Politics in the People's Republic of China, 1949-1979 (California, 1995) 
Chi, Pang-yuan and Wang, David Der-wei, ed. Chinese Literature in the Second Half of a Modern Century: A 

Critical Survey (Indiana, 2000) 
Farquhar, Judith. Appetites: Food and Sex in Post-Socialist China (Duke, 2002) 
Goldblatt, Howard, ed., Chairman Mao Would Not Be Amused: Fiction from Today's China (Grover Press, 1995) 
Laikwan Pang, ed. Listening to China’s Cultural Revolution: Music, Politics, and Cultural Continuities (Palgrave 

MacMillan, 2016) 
Rojas, Carlos and Eileen Cheng-yin Chow, ed. Rethinking Chinese Popular Culture: Cannibalizations of the 

Canon (Routledge, 2009) 
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Wu Hung. Transience: Chinese Experimental Art at the End of the 20th Century (Chicago, 1999) 
 
Documentary Films 
 
Wiejun Chen, dir., Please Vote for Me (2007) – elementary school children elect their class monitor 
Yung Chang, dir., Up the Yangtze (2008) –people adapting to Three Gorges Dam project 
Lixin Fan, dir., Last Train Home (2009)—migrant workers return home for the Lunar New Year 
Carma Hinton, dir., Small Happiness (1984), Gate of Heavenly Peace (1995), Morning Sun (2003)—women in 

rural China; Tiananmen Square Incident; and the Cultural Revolution, respectively 
Li Hong, dir., Out of Phoenix Bridge (1997)— female migrant workers in Beijing 
Micha Peled, dir., China Blue (2005)—life in a Chinese factory 
Sue Williams, dir., China—A Century of Revolution (2002)—notable for original footage 
 
Feature Films 
 
Yuan Muzhi, dir., Street Angel (1937)—classic leftist film of tragic Shanghai prostitute. On Youtube. 
Tsui Hark, dir., Peking Opera Blues (1986). Historical drama with parallel metanarrative of the birth of kung fu 

movies. Any Tsui Hark film is genius.  
Jiang Wen, dir., In the Heat of the Sun (1994)—was the Cultural Revolution a fun time for kids? Jiang Wen has 

an even more successful career as an actor.  
Ang Lee, “Father Knows Best Trilogy.” Pushing Hands (1989), The Wedding Banquet (1993), Eat Drink Man 

Woman (1994). Before Ang Lee became an international star director, his early movies explored themes 
of history, identity, immigration, and love. All three of these films star the late, great actor Láng Xíong 
(also featured in Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon, Ang Lee’s breakthrough, crossover film of 2000).  

Peter Chan, dir. Comrades: Almost a Love Story (Tian mimi, 1996). Starring Cantopop superstars Maggie Cheung 
and Leon Lai. They are illegal migrants from Mainland China to Hong Kong, coping with economic and 
cultural transitions. A fabulous scene of Lai tenderly and shyly bundling Cheung up in layers of overcoats 
against the cold.  

Zhang Yimou, dir.,To Live (1994)—moving and funny film spanning 30+ years in the life of an “average” family. 
Zhang Yimou, dir., Red Sorghum (1998)—rural China before and during WWII. Sexy, funny, tragic. 
Li Yang, dir., Blind Shaft (2004)—dark comedy about a corrupt coal miner who grows a conscience 
Peter Wang, dir., A Great Wall (1986)— Peter Wang, one of the few Chinese-American filmmakers to have a 

successful Hollywood career, created this tender, funny, and insightful movie about China in transition. It 
centers on a Chinese-American family that goes “home” for a visit, and the culture clashes that result. 
Almost a documentary feel, with great Beijing locations and scenes of a now-vanished, pre-Olympics 
Beijing.   

Paul Wagner, dir., Windhorse (2000)—young people becoming politicized in Tibet 
 
Internet Resources 
 
Facebook group “Sinologists” 
H-Asia Discussion Network (http://www.h-net.org/~asia/) 
Chinese Posters: Propaganda, Politics, History, Art (http://chineseposters.net/) 
Chinese Film Classics Youtube channel 
Modern Chinese Cultural Studies Youtube channel 
Historical Photographs of China (https://www.hpcbristol.net/) 

http://chineseposters.net/
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLhA05Qf-09xBaz_t_ynYbyZ-Porcj7bui
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-Xdirs4_JYpeyWi46h8kdA

