Rookies Make Cheez Whiz of the Field in 2003 Queso Cup Invitational
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HARBOR SPRINGS, MI –- In what proved to be the largest comeback in the storied Queso Cup history, Team New Cheese closed in fast on the lead, then lapped the field in Day 3 action.  Team New Cheese, John Fitzgerald and Mark Toon, simply outplayed the others on what "Carl the Starter" deemed a calm day at Bay Harbor Golf Club.

Team New Cheese celebrates in style with the coveted Queso Cup.

If that was a calm day, Team Plug and Glick would want no part of a blustery day on that track.  The Day 2 leaders ballooned to a net combined score on Day 3 that would make even Barry Cheesman cringe and dropped them to last place.  When asked what went wrong, Plug Penzien stated, "I'm not sure, but I was putting well."  The portly Glick wanted only to know where he could get his hands on a cheeseburger, a Diet Coke, and which way was south.  

Despite an audio visual display that would make George Lucas proud, defending champs Team Poser could only narrow the gap with New Cheese to finish a respectable second.  In addition, knickers may actually come back into style in this part of northern Michigan thanks to these two gents.  Contrary to popular belief, Poser 1 (or was that Poser 2) may actually be happy to not have to deal with the Tarn-X smell taking over the house next year.  For what it's worth, this team pulls in "Best in Show" for both the presentations and their fashion sense.  
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Book 'em, Dan-O.  Or is that, putt 'em Cookie.  Team Hawaii 5-0 mixed in a respectable 3rd place finish in their first year of Queso Cup action.  This team struggled mightily through Days 1 & 2, only to find their way into the top 3 with a solid closing round.  "Clearly the power failure on the East Coast and it's impact on our team arriving here on time played a large part in our slow start." exclaimed a weary John Cook.  Mark Legault, whose highlights from the week had to include a hard breaking 20 footer to win a couples scramble grudge match, added, "I'm not used to playing with guys who all dress alike - next year I'm playing a few practice rounds in San Francisco just to mentally prepare for that girlish activity." 

And what about two-day Cornell?   A source close to the situation informed us that RC was looking for a reason, any reason, to stick around through the weekend.  His presence was missed and the committee looks forward to his complete attendance at next year's event.

Non-golf activities included a voyage to the trout pond that somehow had everyone catching the exact same number of fish.  That probably took more coordination than the outfits from Team Poser.  In addition, spouses took in plenty of spa treatment and shopping time.  

The Queso Cup 2003 did nothing but whet the appetites of everyone for even greater events in the years ahead. 

Final musings from this year:

· How many non-smoking rooms typically have an ashtray and smoke room freshener scent about them?

· How did we ever get in for dinner for 17 on 2 hours notice on a Saturday night?

· The committee extends apologizes to all the spouses who blanketed the Petoskey area looking for a restaurant, only to come up empty.

· Does anyone need muscle relaxants or painkillers after lugging your bags up and down 3 flights of stairs?  (Sorry again for this one.)

· How does one go about getting his/her grill up on the Wall of Fame at the Victories Casino?  Looked like a summer teeth convention.  Some are there; some are missing.

Thanks again to everyone for such an enjoyable trip.







