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COVID-19 is forcing everyone to navigate uncharted waters, including
boaters. For the annual celebration of National Safe Boating Week, the National
Safe Boating Council and U. S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 14-7 recommends
boaters follow local
guidance for social
distancing and outdoor
recreation.
“In many areas, the
water is open, however,
it’s more important
than ever that boaters
are responsible to limit
unnecessary risk not
only to themselves, but
to other boaters, law
enforcement, and first
responders,” saidYvonne
Pentz, communications
director of the National
Safe Boating Council,
the lead organization
of the Safe Boating
Campaign.
“Wearing a life
jacket available in
many approved styles
are available for specific boating needs will save lives,” added Carmen
Gautille, Flotilla Commander of the Saint Augustine Flotilla. “U. S. Coast
Guard statistics show that drowning was the reported cause of death in four
out of every five recreational boating fatalities in 2018. 84% of those who
drowned were not wearing their life jackets. We experienced two cases
occurring in Saint Johns County just in the last two weeks, so practicing safe
boating for everybody on the water not just your kids continues to be part of
boating safely.”
(continued on page 9)

St Augustine South Reflections

by Ruth Hope, SASIA Board Member
Walking in St Augustine South, I am aware of a sweet, vaguely vanilla sort of scent.
It is the unmistakable smell of jasmine, which is with us from mid-April through May.
I associate the smell of
jasmine with downtown St
Augustine, but like almost
everyone else, I have not
been wandering around
downtown St Augustine
during “safer at home”.
The Covid-19 closedown
has resulted in SAS looking
its best by Easter Weekend.
Neighbors spruced up their
homes, painting, repairing,
and clearing out gutters.
Gardens are weeded, leaves
and prunings bagged, and
the new season’s annuals
planted.
More folks are outside
in the fresh air—observing
6 feet of social distance!
There has been a noticeable increase in walkers and cyclists making the most of the
very pleasant spring weather, and getting away from cabin fever at home. Mothers have
taken their children on nature walks or treasure hunts; grandfathers help grandchildren
work off their surplus energy and give parents a welcome break from being cooped up
with boisterous youngsters. One father has a chain of three colorful little wagons—like
a toy train—for his brood, pulled along behind his bicycle. More folks are fishing than
ever before, and our boat ramp carparks are overflowing, even midweek. I’m amazed at
how neatly those trucks manage to maneuver and park with their boat trailers.
I am also aware that, despite the lovely weather and beautiful environment, many
neighbors are hurting. Too many have been laid off and now have no paycheck coming
in but still have the bills arriving, and rent or mortgage commitments, as well as student
and other loan payments. Small business owners
(continued on page 4)

June Holidays and Celebrations

By Tatiana Diaz
June brings us a new season and a chance at a fresh start. We’re mostly ready to get back
to normal (or figure out our new normal), and June gives us just the right opportunities to
experiment with what that looks like.
June 14, Flag Day - Celebrating “Old Glory” seems like the perfect way to kick off
the month of celebration. Even though it is right in the middle of the month, we’ll try
to look past that. Dating back to 1777, John Adams addressed the Second Continental
Congress regarding the official flag of the United States and said, “Resolved, that the flag
of the 13 United States shall be 13 stripes, alternate red
and white; that the Union be 13 stars, white on a blue
field, representing a new constellation.” Since that day
on June 14, 1777, there have been 27 alterations to the
flag we know and love today. And it wasn’t until 1916
that president Woodrow Wilson declared June 14 Flag
Day in the United States. For more information on how
to properly display our flag, especially during its shining
moment on our calendars in June, check out legion.org,
The American Legion’s website.
June 19, Juneteenth - Also known as Juneteenth
Independence Day or Freedom Day, Juneteenth
commemorates the end of slavery with the announcement
from General Gordon Granger in Galveston, Texas
in 1865. His General Order Number 3 stated, “The
people of Texas are informed that in accordance with a
Proclamation from the Executive of the United States,
all slaves are free. This involves an absolute equality
of rights and rights of property between former masters and slaves, and the connection
heretofore existing between them becomes that between employer and hired laborer.”
Although President Abraham Lincoln signed the Emancipation Proclamation two years
prior to General Granger’s announcement in Texas, Juneteenth is (continued on page 4)
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Welcome to my home town!

COMFORT
& CARE.
COMFORT

...helping families call St. Augustine home since 1983
605N Faver Dykes Road

A Family Tradition.

& CARE.

CUSTOM BUILT BRICK HOME: located near Faver Dykes. 4 bedroom 3 bath with
screened lanai. Large kitchen with built in pantry, loads of counter space and lots of
cabinets. Large breakfast room with a wall of windows . Master has Hugh walk in closet,
dual sinks, large jacuzzi tub, separate water closet and shower tiled. 2 bedrooms with
jack and jill bath. 4th bedroom with large walk in closet and adjoining guest bath. Serene
setting with nature and trees. 3 car garage. Call today for your private showing.
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INVESTOR ALERT- GREAT rental
history 2nd ﬂoor 2 bedroom 2 bath
Conquistador located in St. Augustine
Shores. Water front community offers 3
pools and tennis court.
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March 2020
Final Proof

Care and comfort, from our family to yours.
    

3 bedroom, 2 bath 2nd ﬂoor unit located
in Lofts of Sebastian off ST. RD 16,
GREAT RENTAL HISTORY. Easy I-95
commute, outlet shopping and SJRSCC
and downtown ST. Augustine.

melissa@melissaowen.com

904.377.3960
BUY • SELL
RENT • MANAGE

 

Join us the
4th Tuesday of each month
2:30 pm - 4:30 pm

Celebrating 25 years!
COMFORT & CARE.
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riversidecottagesALF.com




A Family Tradition

Family-founded and family owned,
Riverside Cottages is the caring choice
for your beloved one’s assisted living or
memory care needs. With our tranquil
neighborhood setting, world-class
dining, and high staff-to-resident ratio,
you can be conﬁdent that your family
member is receiving attentive care
and engaging lifestyle activities in a
homelike environment.
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Sensory Experience with the
Virtual Dementia Tour
• Hearing impairment • Low vision
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to us, it’s personal
HHA299992686
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Email: TatianaObserver@gmail.com

The purpose of the St. Augustine Observer
is to serve residents of St. Augustine area
Communities.
First priority will be given to reporting news
and activities of the residents of the St. Augustine
local communities, and other news and events that
directly affects the St. Augustine area. Second
priority will be given to articles of general interest
as space permits.
Information should be received by the 15th

of the month in order to appear in the following
month’s issue. Articles or information may be
sent to the St. Augustine Observer, 1965 A1A
South #120, St. Augustine Florida 32080-6509.
Information may also be e-mailed to clifflogsdon@
att.net.
All material submitted to the Observer is
subject to editing. Publishing of submitted letters
and information is at the discretion of the publisher.
Views and opinions expressed are those of the
writer and do not express the viewpoint of the
publisher or editorial staff of the Observer.
The Observer’s acceptance of advertising does
not constitute an endorsement or approval of any
product or services by the Observer or its staff. It
is agreed that the Observer and its staff will not
be held liable for information provided herein by
submitters/advertisers, including pictures, graphics,
websites and/or emails listed, that may have the
potential to constitute fraud or other violation of
law including copywriting infringements. The
publisher reserves the right to refuse advertising
that does not meet the publication’s standards.

“Follow us on Instagram and Facebook: @staugustineobserver”

St. Augustine Shores
Community Calendar

The Shores Service Corporation
Shores Homeowners Association
(904) 794-2000
www.staugshores.org
Shores Monthly Meetings

• Shores Service Corporation monthly meetings
are held on the second Thursday of each month.
Meetings are at 7 p.m. at the Riverview Club.
• Conquistador Condominium Board meetings
are held on the fourth Monday of each month at 6

p.m. at the Riverview Club.
• Fairview Condominium Board meetings are
held on the second Tuesday of every other month at
4 p.m. at the Fairview Condo club house.
• Greens Condominium Board meetings will
vary. Contact Jeff Edwards at Sovereign-Jacobs at
904-461-5556.
• Casa Bella Condominium 2020 Board
Meetings: March 16th- 6pm (Annual Meeting), April
20th- 6pm, May 4th- 6pm, June 15th- 6pm, July
20th- 6pm, August 17th- 6pm, September 21st- 6pm,
October 19th- 6pm, November 9th- 6pm, December
21st- 6pm. For Information contact Ellen Lumpkin
at 904-461-5556.

For more information please contact
Katie at (904) 377-3390 or email at
Community Calendar
KatieMonahanTaiChi@gmail.com
SASIA Meeting
St. Augustine South Improvement Assoc.
3rd
Wednesday
7:00 PM
709 Royal Rd. St Augustine, 32086
Please
join
us
and
bring
your
ideas on how
email: staugsouthimpassoc@gmail.com
to improve our wonderful neighborhood!
www.staugsouth.com
Connect with us on our Facebook.com and
Monthly Meetings at Clubhouse NextDoor.com pages: St. Augustine South
Improvement Association.
DAV Meeting -3rd Tuesday of the
SASIA Board Members
month DAV monthly meeting at 7pm.
President
- Alan Chappell
Bingo - Every Thursday at 1pm except
1st V.P. - Robert Kennedy
Holidays,light lunch, from 11:30 to 12:30.
2nd V.P. - Dave Whitaker
Open to the Public.
Secretary - Kate Anreise
Yoga - Join Registered Yoga Teacher
Treasurer - Margo Geer
Emily Flagler for Gentle Flow Yoga on
Board Member - Suzanne Godbout
Thursdays 5:30 - 6:30! Just bring your
yoga mat, towel, and water. Try your first
Board Member - Ruth Hope
class for free!
Board Member - Lindsay Ryan
Tai Chi - Join Instructor Katie
Board Member - Brad Hernandez
Monaghan for a donation based Tai
Board Member - Jerri Sue Dawson
Chi class on Tuesday’s at 6:00PM.
Board Member - Dan Kelly

St. Augustine South

Community Classifieds

The Observer offers free community classified listings for USPS selected addresses in
Southern St. Johns County and paid subscriptions. Classifed ads will not be printed without
a name, address and phone number included with the request. Free listings of 5 items or less
should be sent. Free ads Are Not for Business or Personal Service ads.
Business, Service, seeking work, etc. may be placed in the classified section: (1-4 lines)
$5, (5-8 lines) $10, (9-12 lines) $15, (13-16 lines) $20. These Ads should be paid in advance
before placed. Send your listing and payment, if required, to Observer, 1965 A1A South
#120, St. Augustine, 32080-6509. You may email your ad to clifflogsdon@att.net. Deadline
for all listings or ads is the 15th of every month for the next monthly issue.

FOR SALE: Wilderness Systems 14foot sit-upon kayak with paddle. Has a
rudder, storage port and a fishing pole
holder. $100 or best offer. Call 904-825
8308 or 904-679-4709. Leave message.
FOR SALE: Zephyr Air Exercise bike
new. Used for 20 minutes bad knees, can’t
use it. Paid $190, sell $150. Call 904.2174315 or 904-315-5493
FOR SALE : 610 piece souvenir spoon
collection. includes 3 sets, 2 glass enclosed
racks, plus 4 other racks. Spoons are from
the U.S. and all over the world. $ 300.00
Call Linda 904-770-2601.
FOR SALE: Metal Storage Shed. 10’
x 10’ wired for 20 amp electric with 5
outlets. Very good shape. $1,200 or best
offer. Call Richard 352-226-0595.
FOR SALE: Antique Singer commercial
sewing machine 1900 to 1936 on large
work table. very good working condition.
$300.00 o.b.o. Please call. 386-643-9384 or
904-794-5637.
FOR SALE: (1) TREK 26” purple
Classic Cruiser Ladies Bicycle with large
comfort seat & white wall tires. Bike is
in excellent condition. $250 or best offer.
(2) KeenFit Walking Poles. Asking $35.
Call 904 797-4258.
FOR SALE: (1) 5 piece set of cymbals

including: 1 16 in ride, 1 14 in crash, 1 10
in splash, 2 14 in high hat, 1 soft carry case$100.00 (2) Singer 951 antique commercial
sewing machine on large work table very
good working condition-$350.00 obo
(3) DTX400 Yamaha electronic drum set
complete w/Roland KC 150 amp, like new
$600.00 Call Frank (386) 643-9384.
FOR SALE: (1) Total Gym Premiere,
attachments, accessories and DVD - $225.
(2) Oreck X21 Upright Vacuum, includes
package of replacement vacuum bags$125. Call or text 904-377-1377.
ROOM FOR RENT: Furnished room
for rent everything included including TV
and Internet. $150.00 a week. Call Trish
860-514-1325.
WANTED: I buy old record collections.
I am not a re-seller but a serious listener.
Your records will go to a good home. Call
John 904-325-9802
WANTED: Silver Coins, Gold and
Jewelry at great prices. Call Mike at 904501-1449.
YARD SALE: June 13, 8am-1pm,
corner of San Remo & San Bruno in the
Shores. Multi family. No military or coins.
Women’s clothing; household; lamps and
pillows; kitchen; wall art; books; cds;
rollaway bed; etc.

Rent our spacious & elegant ballroom space for your next event!
Wedding
Birthday
Baby Shower
Fund Raisers
Holiday Party
Class Reunion
Graduation Party

790 Chris�na Drive
St. Augus�ne, FL 32086

904.794.2000

Robert C. Kelsey MD
Accepting New Patients

Fran’s Knitting Boutique
“Quality Yarns & Accessories”
• Hand Knitting
• Crochet
• Machine Knitting
• Classes Available

904-797-9951

2765 US 1 S., St. Augustine 32086

Repair & refinish bathtubs, sinks, tile,
countertops, Walkthru units, seats, grab
bars, non slip treatments for all floors,
tubs & showers

904-806-0360
www.mr-bathtub.com
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Board Certified
Cardiology and Internal Medicine

(904) 827-0078
2720 U.S. HWY 1 SOUTH, STE B
ST. AUGUSTINE, FL 32086
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St. Augustine Shores

Club News

June 2020 Riverview Club Calendar

As per CDC guidelines, the Riverview Club will continue to follow
the recommendation that all events of 10 people and more be cancelled/
postponed to try to halt the spread of the coronavirus. Please go to our website
for updates: https://www.staugshores.org/calendar
Sorry for any inconvenience this may have caused. If you have any
questions, please call 904-794-2000.

June Holidays

(continued from page 1)
observed as the official end of slavery in the United States since Texas was the last state to
receive the news. Juneteenth is celebrated across the country with family reunions, festivals,
reenactments and acknowledgments and celebrations of African American achievements
in the United States. To learn more about Juneteenth, visit www.americaslibrary.gov.
June 20, First day of summer - The name says it all, June 20th is the first day of
summer 2020. Sure, this summer may look slightly different than last year’s (and we’ll
probably say that again next year), but there are fun and safe ways to spend the first day
of summer this year, even if it’s in the backyard with an inflatable pool and burgers on the
grill. St. Augustine beaches are back open without any restrictions, but it is still advised
to follow social distancing guidelines set by the CDC. What are your favorite ways to
celebrate the beginning of summer? Let us know on our social media pages.
June 21, Father’s Day - Let’s not forget dads in June (or any month of the year really)
because dads are great. They taught us to ride our bikes without training wheels, change
a tire, reset the fuse box, and many more of life’s lessons. For that, we thank you, dads.
Not just dads, uncles and grand-dads (Dirk, I’m looking at you) and the father figures
who raised us deserve their recognition, too. Have fun this Father’s Day and remember to
celebrate dad however he likes to be celebrated. Happy Father’s Day!

St. Augustine South Improvement Association (SASIA)

St Augustine South Reflections
(continued from page 1)
are in dire financial straits. It seems more
than a double whammy that children have
been taken out of childcare because parents
are at home, but childcare providers are still
expecting payment to retain their child’s place
for after the restrictions are lifted. I hope that
everyone in difficulties is able to talk to their
landlord and lenders, and get their agreements
and loans adjusted to accommodate their
current, unavoidable situation.
It’s great that neighbors came together
through a bear hunt earlier and an Easter egg
hunt: families walking around our streets
looking for pictures of colorful eggs stuck
in windows encouraged us all to participate.
We also safely sit out on our front porches
and talk with passersby. Older neighbors
are particularly isolated during safer at
home as those over 65 are advised not to
go out, even to the grocery store. I carry a
folding garden chair in my van so that I can
sit and talk face to face but at 6’ distance,
in gardens, without compromising personal
safety. We must all work out ways to safely
meet and talk face to face, to keep up our
spirits during this time of Covid-19. While
some are blasé about the risks of infection,
many of our older neighbors and those with
chronic ill health are fearful.
It’s a good time to let our older neighbors
know that we understand their fears and care

about them. Complying with safer at home
and social distancing, has kept the numbers
of infected low in St Johns County, and in
our 32086 zip code. That is a success we
deserve to quietly celebrate while giving
thanks to our front-line workers who have
kept vital services going keeping us safe.
We owe a big shout out to our healthcare
workers who look after the sick despite
their own struggles with lack of personal
protective equipment and fears of being
swamped with more patients than their
facilities can manage. Thank you, all!

Serving Jacksonville/Daytona/
Sanford/Orlando Airports

•
•
•
•
•

24/7 Door to door Service
Single party rides
Experienced, safe & Courteous Drivers
No gas or extra person surcharges
We even provide bottled water
For rates & reservations
call 910-299-8441 or email:
ajsairporttransportation@yahoo.com
“10% off of any ride”
Vehicle relocation service available

Upcoming Schedule of Events 2020

As the Coronavirus restrictions are eased, SASIA has reinstated Food Truck Fridays,
and at a greater frequency than previously
Look for details on which Fridays and which food trucks on our road signs and in
social media. No movies for now, but beverages on sale at the Club House, 709 Royal
Rd.

“I only want cremation.”
Flagler Memorial Cremation Society

669-1809

2600 Old Moultrie Road • St. Augustine

www.CraigFuneralHome.com

Formerly known as

JERRY’S MB
COMPLETE REPAIR & MAINTENANCE FOR
MERCEDES AND BMW

JORGE´S HANDYMAN SERVICE, INC.
TRIM & FINE FINISH CARPENTRY
Custom Interior Woodwork
Cabinets • Closets • Shelves • Doors
REMODELING AND RESTORATION

Free Estimates (904) 315-8550
www.jorgeshandymanservice.com
Lic. # ST-7256

Shores References Available

Heritage Baptist Church
Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
Morning Service
10:30 a.m.
Evening Services
5:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Services 7 p.m.

EPIC THEATER

SR 207

2060 Dobbs Rd
(behind Epic Movie - turn at McDonalds)

829.5259

HUB0000014186-01 (3.278col, 3.28in x 4in) 08/19/2014 04:45 EST

1480 Wildwood Drive
St. Augustine, Fl 32086
904-824-8888

Licensed # CFC057849

SR 312

“A Warm & Friendly Fellowship”

WE DO
PLUMBING!

Guranteed Repairs
& Installation
Prompt 7 Day Service
Free Estimates

.

$ 20 00

824-1836
OFF

Limit one coupon per customer
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ST. AUGUSTINE’S PREMIER AGENCY
FOR HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE

We could save you HUNDREDS
on all your Insurance needs

• Home • Rentals • Life • Condo • Auto • Health

Shores & South Communities

Premier Agency for HOME Insurance
Desired Coverage
Yearly Premium*
$150000
$820
$160000
$830
$170,000
$847
$180,000
$862
$190,000
$899
$200,000
$922
$210,000
$951
$220,000
$980
$250,000
$1,077
DISCLAIMER: * BASED ON 1982 masonry
home, HIP roof less than 15 yrs old, $1000/2%
Deductibles, $300,000 liability, Replacement
cost coverage for home and personal contents.

FIRST FLORIDA INSURANCE

“QUOTE CHALLENGE”

Barbara & Norman
Sapp

Jane Beckett-Tucker
VP, Sales & Marketing

CALL, CLICK OR VISIT OUR LOCAL OFFICE
904-342-8115 • WWW.firstfloridainsurance.com
100 SOUTH PARK BLVD., SUITE 105 • ST. AUGUSTINE FL 32086

MEMBER (FAIA) • AFFILIATE MEMBER BOARD OF REALTORS • A&B RATED CARRIERS WITH AM-BEST Trusted Choice

6

St. Augustine Observer - June 2020

Public Libraries Begins Reopening

St. Johns County Public Library branches has reopened for expanded essential services.
Services provided in this phase includes returns, grab-and-go service, and computer usage
up to one hour. Staff will assist with material searches and holds. Seating areas, meeting
rooms, and play areas will not be accessible. In accordance with CDC recommendations and
State of Florida safety guidelines, building capacity will be limited, all returned materials
are to be placed in the book drop and will be isolated for four days, and face coverings are
strongly recommended. In addition, no fines will accrue at this time.
St. Johns County leaders continue to closely follow the Governor’s executive orders and
phased reopening guidelines in an effort to safely return to standard operations. For more
information, please visit www.sjcpls.org or call your branch library.

County Clerk of Court Resumes Issuing
Marriage Licenses and Processing Passports

The St. Johns County Clerk ofObserver
Circuit Court
Comptroller’s Office has resumed
Mayand
2020
issuing marriage licenses and processing passport applications for St. Johns County residents
Proofis2the first step in a phased reopening of the
by appointment only. Resuming limited services
Clerk’s Office. County residents wishing to visit the Clerk’s Office must make an appointment
by calling 904.819.3632. For more information, please visit www.stjohnsclerk.com.

Voted Best of
St. Augustine
21 Years in a Row!

Dawn Delivers Dreams

22) 
5
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$5&

My website features
the BEST in Real
Estate search
capabilities. It is
easy-to-use and
updated by the
ofﬁcial Realtor®’s
database every
15 minutes!
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Dawn Gould
32%2;-$&.6219,//()/3+21(25)$;
  Since 1980, All American Air has been serving St. Augustine and its
904-669-0680

Broker Associate, GRI, CDPE, CAM
www.dawndeliversdreams.net

surrounding counties including St. Johns, Flagler, and Putnam. Our

areas of expertise include warranty and non-warranty service work
on all makes and models of AC units, preventative maintenance
service agreements, new construction installations, and equipment
replacement with high-efficiency systems. We offer a full range of
high-efficien filtration and
indoor air quality products, including high-efficiency
ultra-violet air sanitizing equipment. We take great pride in providing
quality service and installations, in turn gaining a customer for life.
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"Diaries of a Shores Grand-Dad"
by Dirk Schroeder
Last issue I wrote about The Path and The
Pathogen and I had a few calls from friends
who enjoyed it. I think a lot of people have
learned a lot about their priorities in life as
a result of the pathogen. Maybe some have
also learned more about who they really are.
I know that one of the most difficult things
to get used to is physical distancing from
family - especially the grandkids since they
just don't understand why you don't want
to hug them anymore. Claire keeps asking,
"When is the sickness going away?" Their
innocence in this situation is interesting.
Our parents brought us up on the
simple values that have been passed down
from their parents and grandparents, and
we have passed these values down to our
kids. They in turn will pass them to our
grandchildren. Some of these are the simple
lessons like being fair and honest and like
treating others like you wish to be treated.
We were also brought up so that when
you cause an accident (or deliberately did
something wrong) you accept and/or admit
responsibility and you apologize for it
to anyone affected. We were told that the
worst thing that you could do would be to lie
about it or cover it up somehow. They told
us that we should try to make things right
- to undo the damage or harm you caused
and, in some cases, to make restitution.
They assured us that apologies restore
trust. Nowadays, when certain adults cause
accidents, their first line of defense is to
cover it up, lie about it, deny it and lawyer
up and worse yet, blame it on everyone
else. I would bet that when you look at
many things happening around the world
(or even in your own backyard/home town)

you may want to ask yourself, "Should I
apply the simple and honest lessons that
have been passed through generations or do
I want to conduct myself like those other
people?" You may wonder why I chose to
write about that, but I think you may have
an idea.
As a result of the pathogen, it is
refreshing to see how most Americans are
coming together. There is always going to
be a few leeches in the mix, but let's just say
that they're not the Americans we know and
love. You may not know that I was not born
in the United States but I was 9 years of age
when we sailed into New York harbor in
1969, and I went back into the city to take
my pledge and oath to become an American.
Some people still wish to refer to themselves
as a "hyphen American", but I don't believe
in any of that; you're either an American or
you're not. I may be considered a "GermanAmerican" but I want to be referred to as
an American. If you were born in America
then you're not even qualified to refer to
yourself as a "hyphen American." You
certainly should take pride in your ancestry,
but you should emphasize and be proud of
your Americanism and conversely, if you
really don't like it here please go to where
you like it better. Quit your complaining and
start working on solutions because that's
what smart Americans do and, in a crisis,
we are supposed to stick together more than
at any other time. Speaking of which, are
you "Buying American" first! Remember
to envision an American job attached to
the things that you buy and to look for the
fine print as to where things are made. For
example, there are many shovels and rakes

7

Casa Benedetto’s
Ristorante

“Authentic Homemade
Italian Specialties and Desserts”
Open from 12-7pm for carryout.
10% off carryout with coupon
"Join Our Lunch Club Buy 10 Lunches, Get One FREE"

(904) 471-5999

197 Blackford Way Unit F
Shores Village Plaza US 1 behind Walgreens

at Lowe's but only Craftsman is Americanmade. If you have to buy a product that is
not Made in USA then buy it from a country
that you believe that you can trust.
This June 14th is Flag Day and, if
there is ever a time to raise our flags and
pledge allegiance to our flags it is on Flag
Day (June 14th), Memorial Day (May
25th), Veterans Day (November 11th) and
Independence Day. This edition of the

Observer will be delivered after Memorial
Day but keep your flags handy for Flag Day
on the 14th of June. This year more than
ever show how proud you are to be a part
of the American Culture, show your colors,
show your pride - let us see that you are a
part of the great American experiment that
is the envy of the world. On that note, I
wish you all, as always, a Sunshine State of
Mind. Until next month...

ONLY
YOU
KNOW
&
I
KNOW
Question: "How do home sellers prepare their homes
Answer: You do not need to be in front of your

during a Pandemic?"
Answer: Start by working with a Realtor who knows
the CDC recommendations promoted through the
National Association of Realtors.
Question: "How do buyers safely look at homes for
sale?"
Answer: It is ideal to meet your Realtor at the property
and ask them to wear a mask. Buyers should also wear
a mask. Realtors should bring gloves and could bring
disinfecting wipes in the event they need to touch door
handles. Also, buyers should try not to touch any surfaces
as they go through the home. Buyers may also ask their
Realtor to do a virtual tour of the property for you using
platforms like Zoom or Facetime.
Question: "How can I make an offer/negotiate a
transaction?"

Realtor to do that. Realtors can do all that online using
"E-Sign" technology. They can call you or video chat
with you to discuss terms and conditions and to explain
the documents.
Question: " What about deposits, inspections and
financing?"
Answer: Deposits can be wired in to your Realtor's
Brokerage or dropped off in a night drop
(at most real estate offices), your Realtor
will schedule inspections for you and
financing is handled by phone and email.
At a time when people are asked to
physically distance themselves, being
informed, smart and safe is always better.
Get with a Realtor who can help you
accomplish all of these objectives safely
and who keeps you "In the Know".

Dirk Schroeder

Direct: 904-540-2360

2820 US 1 S. St. Augustine FL 32086
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THE MACKAY TEAM
Over 23 Years of Professional Real Estate Experience

Our Signs Are NOT Meant To Be
LAWN ORNAMENTS

Polly & Patrick MacKay
BROKER ASSOCIATE / REALTOR®

We’ll Sell
Your Home In
90 Days
or
Fire Ourselves!
SHORES RESIDENTS
#1 BEST TEAM 2 YEARS IN A ROW

904-461-0426 www.STAbeach.com
128 San Marco Ave. St. Augustine, FL 32084
Each Office Is Independently Owned & Operated.

Observer824-1672
Proof Revised
(904)
June 2020

www.CraigFuneralHome.com
Corrected Spelling of Cornea

Wildflower Meadow Group

by Cindy Taylor
Sometimes I wonder if visitors to the wildflower meadow notice all our group does
for it. The truth is it’s hard to see; however, you may have noticed the broken fence post
and split rail that
were replaced with
new ones, thanks to
Richard. Surely you
noticed the fire bush
(on the woods side
of the meadow) is no
longer under threat
from the Fakahatchee
grasses.
Those
grasses were moved
to another part of
the meadow and the
fire bush can now
spread its “wings”
(branches). The bush
had been reaching for space and Richard tied it so it can grow more normally now. Then
there are all the lawn grasses we pull away from the wildflowers so the flowers can grow
and bloom. (I’ve probably said that before in this article. Probably?) It’s harder to see
what isn’t there, than what is, but what you see is at least in
part because of what isn’t. Thanks to Karen for faithfully
watering the meadow every Monday and to Becky for the
signs that identify some of the flowers. Thanks to Russell
for clearing lawn grasses away from the milkweed and,
hopefully, the butterflies will see and come to them.
Pollinators are as important to the wildflower meadow,
as the flowers are to the pollinators. Each is a part of the
eco-system and, if we focus on only one, it keeps us from
seeing the whole. A walk in the woods is enhanced by birds
singing and deer sightings, the way a walk on the beach is
enhanced by all that’s there. The meadow is enhanced by
pollinators and all the critters who live there.
Some of the insect photos this month are by Catheryn
Calabria of the St. Augustine Camera club.
Call Cindy at 904-797-3931 for more information.

EYE
CENTER
OF ST. AUGUSTINE
THE EYE SURGERY CENTER OF ST. AUGUSTINE

Paul W. Hund III M.D. Todd P. Thompson M.D.

N. Patrick Hale M.D.

Russell W. Nelligan M.D.* Michael A. Dagostino O.D. Todd S. Hockett O.D.
*Corena Specialist

1400 US Highway 1 South
St. Augustine, FL 32084
Just North of Target

904.829.2286

10 Florida Park Drive, Ste A
Palm Coast, FL 32137

386.445.1279

Best Vision Center
12 Years

• Cataract & Lens
Implant Surgery
• Diabetic Eye
Exams
• Glaucoma/Retinal
Disease
• All Eye Laser
Procedures
• Ophthalmic
Plastic
Surgery
• Optical Shop On
Premises

319 West Town Place, Ste 8
St. Augustine, FL 32092
World Golf Village

904.940.9200

800 Zeagler Dr., Ste 120
Palatka, FL 32177
ACCREDITED

386.328.8369

AAAHC Accredited
Surgery Center

ACCREDITATION
ASSOCIATION for
AMBULATORY
HEALTH CARE

Visit Us On The Web At www.eyecenterstaug.com

Physicians Dedicated To The Care Of Your Eyes

St. Augustine Shores
Want Condo life? Need Ground Floor? Look no further, this 3/2 condo
is waiting for you!The interior has been repainted completely and new
carpet installed. The Conquistador Condos offer many amenities for your
pleasure. This unit is spacious and the 3rd bedroom can be used as a
den or office space. The beautiful screened porch allows you to enjoy all
the wonderful outdoors all year long. $171,000. 39 Catalonia Ct.

1670 US 1 South St.
Augustine, FL 32084
Office: 901-825-2700
Independently Owned & Operated

Berta Odom
Cell: 904-466-0114

E-Mail: propertybyberta@aol.com
Web: www.bertabythebeach.com
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News From Around
St. Johns County

St. Johns County Opening Update

St. Johns County Board of County Commissioners continue to work closely with the
health community and other local officials to monitor the impacts of COVID-19 in St.
Johns County, while also implementing our local reopening plan.
Governor DeSantis has lifted State restrictions on youth activities, sports, and summer
camps. St. Johns County Parks and Recreation staff is currently reviewing the Governor's
executive orders to determine future programming options that will ensure the health
and safety of all participants and staff. After a five-month rehabilitation project, the St.
Johns County Ocean and Fishing Pier Gift Shop and Visitor Information Center is open
to the public from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m., seven days a week. Phased reopening of the Solomon
Calhoun Pool has begun. The pool is available for lap swim only from 6 to 10 a.m. and
noon to 6 p.m., Monday through Friday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturdays, and 1 p.m. to 4
p.m. on Sundays. Swimmers can reserve a lap swim time twice a week, for 45 minutes. For
more information or to reserve your swim time, please call 904.824.6770.
St. Johns County Public Library branches reopened for expanded essential services.
Services include returns, grab-and-go service, and computer usage up to one hour. Seating
areas, meeting rooms, and play areas are not accessible at this time. Building capacity is
limited, in accordance with State of Florida executive orders, and all returned materials are to
be placed in the book drop.
St. Johns County's Plan for Opening Short-Term Vacation Rentals has been approved
by the Florida Department of Business and Professional Regulations. The plan outlines
details regarding a variety of factors including reservations, staffing, cleanings, and
inspections.
In order to assist local businesses with employee retention and recovery efforts, St.
Johns County is now offering the St. Johns County Back to Business Grant Program. The
program offers up to $10,000 in grant funding for eligible businesses to assist with expenses
related to rent or mortgage, utilities, and payroll. The program application is available
on www.sjcfl.us. For more information on the St. Johns County Back to Business Grant
Program and eligibility requirements, please email btb@sjcfl.us or call 904.209.1278.

Councel On Aging
Programs Closed Through June

All COA senior centers in St. Johns County (Coastal Community Center, River House,
Hastings, Trout Creek and THE PLAYERS Community Senior Center in Ponte Vedra),
all Integrative Memory Enhancement Program (IMEP) classes, and the Sunshine Center
adult day care facility will remain closed through June 30.
While these programs will be closed, Meals on Wheels will continue to be delivered,
and COA caseworkers and staff will continue to be available by phone and via email.
Seniors and caregivers in need of COA’s assistance are encouraged to contact COA at
904-209-3700 Monday through Friday from 8 am to 5 pm, via email at info@coasjc.org,
and via their website at www.coasjc.org. COA has implemented new virtual programs
which are free and available to the public to support senior members of the community
and caregivers. A growing library of River House Presents video courses in a range
of subjects are available for viewing online on COA’s YouTube channel and via Zoom.
COA is also offering online support groups for caregivers, as well as a dedicated support
group for grandparents and other guardians caring for grandchildren. In addition, COA’s
Sunshine Center is now offering a new activity program via Zoom for those dealing with
dementia, as well as their caregivers.
To learn more about resources available through COA visit their website at www.
coasjc.org or contact them at 904-209-3700 or info@coasjc.org. COA will continue
to post updates via Facebook at www.facebook.com/coasjc/, via Instagram at www.
instagram.com/councilonagingsjc/ and via the COA weekly e-newsletter. To sign up to
receive the e-newsletter, please visit www.coasjc.org. COA’s YouTube channel may be
found at http://bit.ly/COAYoutube.

TEMPLE BET YAM

A Reform Congregation
Led by Rabbi Dr Nadia Siritsky
2055 Wildwood Dr., St. Augustine, FL 32086
Religious School
904-819-1875 • www.templebetyam.org

Will Russell

• Shores Resident
• Real Estate Agent
• Whether Buying or Selling
I can help make it happen!
Call Now for a Free Market
Analysis of your Property!!!!

521 A1A Beach Blvd.
St.
Augustine, FL 32080
(904) 814-7305
will@EndlessSummerRealty.com Office (904) 461-8878
Fax (904) 461-8879
"Helping Dreams Come True"

Health Department Offers
Drive-Thru COVID-19 Testing
Florida Department of Health in St. Johns
County has expanded COVID-19 Specimen
Collection Testing to include those individuals
who are asymptomatic (without signs or
symptoms of COVID-19) and wish to know
their current status. This point-in-time testing
is not antibody testing, it is diagnostic testing
to show if an individual currently has the
COVID-19 virus. This will provide information
regarding the prevalence of COVID-19 within
our community so we can best prepare and
respond to this public health threat.
Department of Health in St. Johns County’s
expanded testing initiative began on May 7,
2020 in support of the Governor’s “Safe. Smart.
Step-by-Step. Plan for Florida’s Recovery”.
Starting on Friday, May 8th, Florida Department
of Health in St. Johns County’s COVID-19
Specimen Collection for Lab Testing will
be offered, while supplies last and weather
permitting, on a first come, first served basis,
Monday through Saturday from 9am to 4pm
and on Sunday from 9am to 12 noon.
Those who wish to be tested, please note
the following:
• This Expanded COVID-19 specimen
collection/testing is a free service;
• No more than four (4) people in the car;
• A form of photo identification is needed
for each person to be tested;

• Bring your own pen to use when
completing testing forms;
• For the health and safety of public health
responders, all people in the car over age 2
must have a mask or other alternative face
covering; and
• No pets in the car.
Florida Department of Health in St. Johns
County’s COVID-19 Specimen Collection
Site will be staged in the parking lot of the
St. Johns County Health and Human Services
Building located at 200 San Sebastian View,
St. Augustine, FL 32084. Additional sites
may be utilized on an occasional basis, as
deemed necessary, to meet the needs of
vulnerable populations, which may require a
change in days or times at this location.
As part of this expanded community
testing effort, the COVID-19 Specimens for
Testing will be shipped to a state-contracted
commercial laboratory. Results of COVID19 testing will be provided as the lab results
become available to the Florida Department of
Health in St. Johns County.
For more information on Florida
Department of Health in St. Johns County’s
COVID-19 Expanded Specimen Collection
for Testing, please call 904-209-3250 or visit
http://StJohns.FloridaHealth.gov/.

Boating and Social Distancing Tips
(continued from page 1)
Now is a great time this summer to use the following proven safety tips for safe
boating and social distancing on your boat next water outing:
• Follow state and local guidance for outdoor recreation.
• Share a float plan with a family member or friend with the details of your trip in the
event of an emergency.
• Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard approved life jacket suitable for your vessel and
activity. With so many styles, colors, and uses, you can find the right one for you and your
family water activities.
• Carry all required boating safety equipment such as flares, navigation light, a horn
or whistle, a first aid kit.
• Limit the people aboard your boat to people in your immediate household.
• Stay at least six feet away from other people who do not live in your house.
• Maintain safe distance at the fuel dock or loading up at the marina.
• Wash hands frequently or use a hand sanitizer, such as after touching a marina gate
or fuel pump.
• Do not raft up to other boaters or pull up onto a beach next to someone else. It could
put you in close proximity to others.
• Go right from your house to the boat and back so that you do not have unnecessary
contact with anyone.
• Pack food, water and other things you may need as restaurants and marina stores
may not be open.
• Never boat under the infuence.
• No distracted boating and travel at safe speeds.
• Have more than one communication device that works when wet.
The Coast Guard Auxiliary is the uniformed volunteer component of the U.S. Coast
Guard and supports the Coast Guard in nearly all its service missions. The Auxiliary was
created by Congress in 1939. For more information, please visit www.cgaux.org or your
local flotilla’s web site, http://mysafeboating.com.

SHORES EXPRESS
Trips to doctors appointments,
hospital, & grocery.
Drop off
and Pick
Service
for South,
Shores &
downtown.

904. 347. 9878

Find Joy at Shores
United Methodist!

724 Shores Boulevard
St. Augustine, Florida 32086
(904) 797-4416
www.shoresumc.org
8:45 a.m. Traditional Service
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service

10

St. Augustine Observer - June 2020

Computer Corner
by Steven Aldrich
904-479-5661

Do You Need a Color Printer?
Ink cartridges are expensive, often more
expensive than the printer they go into. I
ask many of my clients this question: “Do
you need Color?” Most hesitate before
answering, but eventually tell me that they
really do not “need” color.
In my home office I have two printers
(yeah… I’m a geek, what can I say?). The
point is that my color printer is rarely turned
on. But then it is also a Laser Printer, so I
don’t worry about how seldom it gets used
(why this is important is addressed below).
My Mono-Chrome Laser (Black and white)
is the primary printer. Mono-Chrome Laser
printers are fast, and the toner cartridges are
inexpensive when you figure that they last
for a year or longer.
Additionally, Laser cartridges do not
dry up like the ink cartridges used in color
Inkjet printers. The reason is that Inkjets use
“wet” ink, while Laser Toner is a powder.
There is no wetness to dry up. So, if you
have a home up north, and are away in the
summertime, a Laser Printer could be even
more attractive.
Laser printers used to be only for larger
offices, but not any longer. If you watch the
sales, you can find Laser Printers for as low
as $80. I prefer the HP Laserjet Printers over
such brands as Canon and Brother. This is

because HP has perfected (simplified) the
setup process.
If you have ever used your color Inkjet
to print a photograph, you will have noticed
how wet the page is after printing. This is
also why the print looks “muddy,” not a
really sharp color picture.
A very high percentage of my clients
realize that nothing they print “must”
be in color. And the few items that they
really want printed in color are quickly
and inexpensively done at the local drug or
office supply store.
The next question is do you need to be
able to scan/copy/fax, or do you only need
a printer? Laser “Multi-Function Printers”
are more expensive. Even so, if one watches
the sales, they are quite affordable.
The next time you are printing
something, ask yourself, “Do I really need
this to be color?” Maybe the next printer
you buy will be a Mono-Chrome Laser.
Steven Aldrich is a technology advisor
with decades of experience as an IT Director
and is the owner of First Coast Computer
Services. Contact Steven if you need a
trusted advisor to come to your business or
home and help with your technology. See
my ad on this page. Steve@fccspro.com or
(904) 479-5661.

Computer Problems?
$89

Financial Focus
Information Provided by
Edward Jones

Know Risk Tolerance at
Different Stages of Life
As an investor, you’ll always need to
deal with risk of some kind. But how can
you manage the risk that’s been made clear
by the recent volatility in the financial
markets? The answer to this question may
depend on where you are in life.
Let’s look at some different life stages
and how you might deal with risk at each
of them:
When you’re first starting out … If you’re
early in your career, with perhaps four or
even five decades to go until you retire,
you can likely afford to invest primarily for
growth, which also means you’ll be taking
on a higher level of risk, as risk and reward
are positively correlated. But, given your
age, you have time to overcome the market
downturns that are both inevitable and a
normal part of investing. Consequently,
your risk tolerance may be relatively
high. Still, even at this stage, being overaggressive can be costly.
When you’re in the middle stages … At
this time of your life, you’re well along in
your career, and you’re probably working
on at least a couple of financial goals, such
as saving for retirement and possibly for
your children’s college education. So, you
still need to be investing for growth, which
means you’ll likely need to maintain a
relatively high risk tolerance. Nonetheless,
it’s a good idea to have some balance in
your portfolio, so you’ll want to consider a
mix of investments that align with each of
your goals.
When you’re a few years from retirement
… Now, you might have already achieved
some key goals – perhaps your kids have
finished college and you’ve paid off your
mortgage. This may mean you have more
money available to put away for retirement,
but you’ll still have to think carefully about
how much risk you’re willing to take. Since
you’re going to retire

soon, you might consider rebalancing
your portfolio to include some more
conservative investments, whose value
is less susceptible to financial market
fluctuations. The reason? In just a few years,
when you’re retired, you will need to start
taking withdrawals from your investment
portfolio – essentially, you’ll be selling
investments, so, as much as possible, you’ll
want to avoid selling them when their price
is down. Nonetheless, having a balanced
and diversified portfolio doesn’t fully
protect against a loss. However, you can
further reduce the future risk of being overly
dependent on selling variable investments
by devoting a certain percentage of your
portfolio to cash and cash equivalents and
designating this portion to be used for your
daily expenses during the years immediately
preceding, and possibly spilling into, your
retirement.
When you’re retired … Once you’re
retired, you might think you should take no
risks at all. But you could spend two or three
decades in retirement, so you may need
some growth potential in your portfolio
to stay ahead of inflation. Establishing a
withdrawal rate – the amount you take out
each year from your investments – that’s
appropriate for your lifestyle and projected
longevity can reduce the risk of outliving
your money. Of course, if there’s an
extended market downturn during any time
of your retirement, you may want to lower
your withdrawal rate temporarily.
As you can see, your tolerance for risk,
and your methods of dealing with it, can
change over time. By being aware of this
progression, you can make better-informed
investment decisions.
This article was written by Edward
Jones for use by your local Edward Jones
Financial Advisor. Edward Jones, Member
SIPC

Standard Service Call

At Your Home or Business
OR

$49 REMOTE Service
call for details

Testimonial:
I was totally pleased with the professional service and fair pricing for a job
well done.. My computer totally died. Steve somehow was able to reboot, clean
the junk, the fan, install a new solid state hard drive, transfer all the data,
documents, photos, videos, etc., I had for years, install an excellent security
system and return it to my office, attach all wires and external devices, and
made sure everything was working before he left, He really left me with a new
computer.I unabashedly without hesitation recommend his services. Bravo, Mr
Steve!!

(904) 479-5661

info@fccspro.com

w w w.fccspro.com

Ask about our discount for Veterans

Please support the businesses in the Observer!
They make this publication possible...Thank you!
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If you or a loved one are in need of Rehabilitation after a Hospital
Stay, we know your goal is to get Home as soon as possible.
Our Friendly and Professional Nursing and Rehabilitation staff will
get you or a loved one healthy with all the necessary skills you will
need to return home.
Please Call or Stop by for a Tour Today!

(904) 797-1800

M OULTRIE CREEK
NURSING & REHAB CENTER

200 Mariner Health Way
St. Augustine, FL 32086

YOUR BRIDGE BETWEEN THE HOSPITAL & HOME

www.MoultrieCreekRehab.com
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San Savino

Close to the beach, golf
and historic St. Augustine
in St. Augustine Shores

Welcome
Home!

VISIT
EW
OUR N TE!
I
WEBS

Bigger Selection,
Great New Location!
Superior
Quality
Construction

• Attractively Priced from the High $300,000s • 2-10 Home Buyers Warranty
• No CDD Fees and only $30 Monthly HOA • Deep Well with Irrigation System
• Hiking/Biking Trails, Olympic Pool, Golf Course, Fishing Pier
• Numerous Upgrades Included as Standard

Stay safe. Your new home is here when you are ready.

904-824-4311
1670 U.S. 1 South
Near Home Depot

CARPET • VINYL • TILE • HARDWOOD • LAMINATE

San Savino

www.staugustineflooring.com
info@yourfriendsinflooring.com

400 Venecia Way • St. Augustine, FL 32086
904-797-6565 | sansavinohomes.com

Please call or email to verify our
Covid19 restrictions before you visit us.

A Homes by Deltona Community

HomesbyDeltona.com | 904.797.6565 | CBC1261181
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