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Dear Friends;

The Greater Binghamtow Bengali Association (GBBA) will proudly
celebrate the Durga Puja for the tentiv year ovw September 23, 2017. It
s v milestone for any comwmunity. It iy morve so- for owr small
conmmunity. Thisy momentous achievement has beew realiged only
because of the sustained efforty of dedicated volunteersy and the
enthusiastic support from owr deow patrons from Binghamton and
several other neighboring towns.

As paut of the Duwrga Pujav celebration, the evening prograwmv will
present local talents, including performances by childrven. The after -
dinner music by the wited artist will present av cornucopiv of
Bengali songs and Bollywood music. We cordially inwite your foumily
and yow to-join usy on thig festive occasion.

We deeply appreciate your continuing pawticipation and support for
the celebration of Durga Pujo and other community activities. The
boawrd firmly believes that active inwolvement inv such celebrations
further strengthen the existing friendship and fellow feeling among
owr conmwmunity members.

Sincerely,

2017 Dwrgo Pujow Conumittee o
Greater Binghamton Bengali Association . &
http://www.binghauwmtonpujov.org/ .
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Arnab lives with his wife Dipa and son Arpan in Utica since 2002. He writes poems for fun and
likes “antomil”in his poems which is not common in modern poetry any more.
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Surama Das was born in Comilla (located in present Bangladesh). She has intense passion for writing poems on woman's issues. Her poems
focus on contemporary human relationship and romanticism and reflects her heightened interest in nature along with her expression of emotion
and imagination. She lives in Pune city of Maharashtra, India
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Arup Ratan Mitra, brother of Anasua Datta, lives in Baroda, India.
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Dr. Biru Paul is a passionate writer. He is a Professor of Economics at the State University
of New York in Cortland, NY. He was the chief Economic Advisor for the Bangladesh Bank

last year.
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Educated in India & USA. Recently retired from Specialty Chemical Industry. Looking forward to

leisurely time.
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An unstable mind is a disturbed mind, needs so many things of the world. A stable mind or a strong mind needs nothing

from the worldly perishable things.
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Mrs. Amiya Banerjee is a Baccalaureate of Arts from Burdwan University. She has keen interest
and has read many books on Shri Ramakrishna Paramahansa. She had attended many lectures
of Swamyji's (Sanyasis) of Ramakrishna Missions. This article discusses spirituality with supporting
events from some real-life stories of Shri Ramakrishna.
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Compiled by Anasua Datta from articles published in Parikrama (Sahitya o Sanskriti Bishayak Patrika) and
Websites on Kalighat Paintings
References:

1. FEAIG #/5: TS T W, Published in Parikrama by Sanjay Ghosh

2. f0%3 S =0 FePIOR =W - Published in Parikrama by Shobhon Shome

3. Artist of a Lost Art by Damayanti Datta — Published in India Today, Oct 12, 2012.

Longtime resident of Ithaca, NY, Anasua Datta was born and brought up in South
Calcutta in the vicinity of Kalighat. Currently she is employed at Cornell University
in the IT sector.
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Pravat Hazra lives in the Boston area, he is a retired Professor and renowned writer in Bengali Language in
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Sushovita Mukherjee

Sushovita Mukherjee lives in Ohio, she is a research scientist in Ann Arbor Michigan, and writes

humorous stories in her spare time
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Gautam Sarkar was born and raised in Kolkata, India. He moved to the US for higher study after his graduation from Ballygunge
Government high school. He is a research-chemist by academic training and by profession, and a Bengali writer and music lover
by heart. Over all, a lover of life!
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Acharya Amol Shastri completed his Master Degree on Astrology from Maharaja Sayaiji
Rao University. Shastriji has studied Bhagwat Gita, Ramayana and Mahabharata
extensively and during discourses, he has elaborated the inner and spiritual meaning of
the Hindu scripture in various temples of USA and also in India. In his words, 'Gita is a
- vast subject and is a guide for any one irrespective of caste, creed or religion’. Acharya
is Yoga practitioner for last 30 years and has a center at home, in Vestal, NY.
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Lake Ontario

View beyond the clouds

Arpan Dasgupta: Age- 12, Grade- 7
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About Durga Puja
Banshika Mangal

Introduction: On Durga Puja day, millions of people come together and celebrate the victory of Durga Devi. Durga
Devi is the goddess of Shakti (power). People decorate the stage and the temples. After doing the puja of Durga Devi,
the people then hold singing and dancing programs on the elaborate stage. It is said that Durga Devi killed the demon
Mahishasura. This is why the holiday honors not only life, culture, traditions, and customs, it also celebrates the victory
of good over evil.

What is Durga Puja: The Durga Puja is a worship dedicated to Durga Devi. Durga Puja is one of the biggest Hindu
religious festivals of India. It celebrated throughout the country with great happiness. This puja is also called Durgotsav
or Navaratri. During this puja, the people decorate stages (also called pandals), and bring idols of Durga Devi and her
children to home. These idols are the most important part of this puja. On the tenth day of the Ashwin month, which is
also called Dashami, the idols of Durga Devi and her children are taken to a body of water, nearby river, or lake. The
idols of Durga Devi and her children are then emerged in the water. This day fills everyone with sadness because it
marks the farewell of Durga Devi. However they are happy that they had enjoyed the four days and in spirit, they
exchange gifts and there are big feasts of sweet and spicy dishes, many mouth-watering desserts, and of course the
bhog (religious food given to the gods.) They continue the dancing and singing programs and have a good time.

Who celebrates Durga Puja: People all over India observe Durga Puja, but this holiday is really significant and most
acknowledged by the people in West Bengal and Assam. People who do the puja of Durga and Shiva are Bengalis,
Assamese, Odias, and Biharis. (Bengalis are Indo-Aryans who are from Bengal. Odias are also Indo-Aryans that are
from a region located in eastern India. Assamese are from Assam. They are a mix of many religions: Hindu, Sikhs,
Christians, and many more. Biharis are people who live in Bihar which is an Indian state.) This Puja is majorly
celebrated in the state of West Bengal in Kolkata.

Where is Durga Puja celebrated: Durga Puja is celebrated all over India, Bengal, most of southern Asia and the rest
of the world. One of the most popular places to observe the Durga Puja is in Kolkata. People living in Kolkata, celebrate
this festival in ways that can’t be put into words. There are fireworks, colorful lights, decorated idols and temples, loud
music, and much more. Durga Puja is also celebrated in Assam, Odia, Bengal, India, and Delhi.

When is Durga Puja celebrated: As per the Hindu calendar, the puja starts on the sixth day of the Ashwin month and
ends on the tenth day of the Ashwin month which occurs in September or October. That is why this festival occurs in
the season of autumn. This worship lasts for four days every year.

Why is Durga Puja celebrated: Durga Devi is honored for many reasons. One of the most important reasons we pray
to her is because she defeated the buffalo demon Mahishasura. It was a time of victory of good over evil. Through a
long time of praying and meditating, Mahishasura got a boon from Brahma that no human or god could kill him. Using
his powers for evil, Mahishasura began to destroy cities and villages. To destroy him, Durga Devi was born and she
finally killed this evil buffalo/human. To this day, we celebrate Durga Devi for her braveness, and power.

How is Durga Puja celebrated: People celebrate Durga Puja in many various ways. They decorate the stage and
idols with flowers and colorful lights. Women wear new sarees and men wear new kurtas (traditional dresses). People
cook only vegetarian food and set of fireworks in their neighborhood. They dance, sing, and do activities each and
every day. The celebration lasts for four days. The puja rituals are long and very complicated. There are many parts to
it. Still, one thing is for sure, the holiday is a fun time for all.
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Conclusion: In conclusion, Durga Puja is a widely popular celebration for Hindus and Bengalis. It is not only a prayer
to the gods, it is also a day of fun activities and musical programs. The Durga Puja is a day to honor the goddess Durga
Devi and the good she has done for us. Not only is this puja dedicated to Durga Devi, it is also dedicated to her husband
Shiva. The Puja is happy time for all. People enjoy putting on new clothes, receiving and exchanging gifts, and most
of all, the celebrations of Durga Devi. Jai Maa Durga!

Banshika Mangal: Age- 12, Grade- 7
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Ariel's World My-lkego'Self
Ella Bagchi Age 8, Grade 3
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Lisa Paul Age 7 Grade 2
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Lisa Paul Age 7; Grade 2
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Rhea Paul, Age 9; Grade 4
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Sureeta Das age 8; Grade 3
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Sriram Chakravadhanula Age11: Grade 6
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My trip to Agra
Meenakshi Chakravadhanula

This year, on my trip to India during my summer vacation, | went to visit the Taj Mahal. On my way there, | went to visit
Fatehpur Sikri and the Agra fort. The great Mughal emperor Akbar lived in Agra fort and visited Fatehpur sikri often. |
learnt about the Mughal empire and the seven kings that ruled during that time. The seven Mughal emperors were
Babur, Humayun, Akbar, Jahangir, Shahjahan, Aurangazeb, and Bahadurshah.

Akbar’s grandson Shahjahan had the Taj Mahal built. He had so much love for his wife, Mumtaz Mahal, so he made
the Taj Mahal, as a tomb for her. During the process of giving the birth to a child, she died. It took twenty two years to
build the Taj Mahal. It was built with pure white marble. The designs laid out on the walls and floors of the monument
were done by beautiful colorful stones bought from different parts of the world.

Akbar’s courtyard at Agra fort

When Shahjahan was getting old, he decided to build the black Taj Mahal as a tomb for himself, but since he
has used up a lot of his money, he couldn’t do so. So after he died, they buried him in the Taj Mahal, next to
his queen Mumtaz. | also saw the Taj Mahal from its back side, from the place where they wanted to build
the black Taj Mahal, now called ‘Mehtaab Gardens’. ‘Oh what a beautiful sight?’

| also happened to see Agra fortin Agra. It has long and beautiful corridors, big gardens and nice architecture.
Akbar’s son Jahangir was gifted a huge bath tub by the king of Jaipur, Raja Maan Singh. The bath tub was
shaped like a huge cup! | saw the bathtub in the fort.

Agra is known for its famous ‘petha’. This is a sweet made out of sugar and green squash, a variety found in
India. | really liked the petha!! It is now my favorite sweet.

Meenakshi Chakravadhanula

Age 7; Grade 2 -
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My Adventures in India

Arpan Dasgupta

| woke up with excitement in the air. Today, my parents and | are going to start our journey to India!
This year, | graduated to 7th grade and won an award in excellence in photography, | was going to middle
school.

First, we have to go to a marriage and then we’'ll go to India! The marriage was held in Hilton, Boston,
| met many of my friends there. There was a grand piano there that me and my friends played our songs we
knew.

After the marriage, there was a big party. The hotel had a club inside it. Unfortunately, only one friend
came with me into the club. The music was so loud that even when | tried my hardest to cover my ears, the
music would still sound like the volume that | would normally listen to music! My friend on the other hand,
didn’t cover his ears at all. When we came out, these were mine and his exact words.

“Ok, how are your ears not bleeding right now?” | said.
“Everything that I'm hearing right now is kind of muffled.” he stated in a worried state.

He even said that his ears were ringing a little bit. That was my first time ever being in a club. Fun, but way
too loud!

After the marriage, my parents and | went to our cousin’s house. They were planning on going to
Europe this summer but their flight cancelled and they lost a lot of money. They were sad so they requested
if we could stay at their house before going to India. Nothing really happened there because my 15 year old
cousin nephew (yes... | said nephew) doesn'’t really talk that much. Well, to me at least.

| have 2 nephews. One | was going to visit in India named Zico, who is 5 years old, and another who's in
New Jersey and is 3 years older than me, named Rick. From my perspective, relationships in families can
get pretty weird.

After a day of staying at our cousin’s house, we finally arrived at JFK. My mom and | were the only
ones going, but my dad was staying because he had a lot of work to do and we were only going to be gone
for two weeks. This was the very first time my dad didn’t come to India with me and my mom. We gave our
goodbyes and left to India.

| don’t know about you, but | have this extremely bad habit of staying awake as much as | can when
I'm on flights to take advantage of the movies. | think | watched like 6 movies and they were all 2 hours long.
In total, that's 12 hours going straight with no sleep. Then, my mom and | hopped on the next flight and it was
6 hours, | fell dead asleep in the airplane through the whole entire flight.

When we finally arrived at Kolkata, | felt like getting on those tables where you get to write your immigration
slip and just sleep on there.
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Finally, after the long process of getting our suitcases, my mom and | visit our cousins.

My cousin sister, Tusi told that her son (Zico) was running around the house and then yelled at my sister’s
mom (My Mashi, “Bhomma”) that he’s excited, like she didn’t understand that enough. Each time we come
to India, | give Zico a lot of toys that you can't find in Kolkata. | played a lot with him. | also taught him the
basics of chess. | also downloaded a few games on his computer. He calls the bishop an elephant for some
odd reason. This year, he told me to buy him pokemon.

My family and | went to this huge mall called Acropolis Mall. It had a huge arcade there, where Zico
and | played a lot. My family also bought me many sherwanis and T-Shirts.

| also went to another mall called Metropolis Mall with my cousins who were related with my father biologically.
They bought me a few T-Shirts that | liked. | bought my cousin sister, Brishti, a rubik’s cube. She instantly
mixed it up and said to her eldest brother, Abhik to fix it. He didn’t know but | knew, so | offered to solve it. It
was hilarious because she was very new to the world of rubik’s cubes and didn’t know how to solve it. | had
a very complex strategy into learning how to solve the rubik’s cube.

Step 1: Search up on youtube “How to solve rubik’s cube.”

Step 2: Get some popcorn and watch the video with your rubik’s cube.
Step 3: Solve it!

Step 4: If it didn’t work, repeat steps number 1, 2 and 3!!!!

Anyways, after that situation, my mother and | went to Pune to visit my other cousins. My uncle,
Shona Mama, loves to take me on trips with his scooter, motorcycle and car. Scooters and motorcycles are
very popular in India due to all the traffic there from the overpopulation. My uncle bought me many of my
favorite sweets along with many clothes.

All of us (Shona Mama, Mami, Dida, Mashimoni, Tito, my mom and I) went to a hill station, Lonavala,
Khandala, and Malouli on top of a mountain where you could see a very beautiful landscape. My cousin
brother, Tito, who came all the way from his workplace, Delhi, took me on many adventures with him. | also
asked him how old he was because at some point in Kolkata, | asked Tusi if 'm 7 years older than her son,
Zico, and she said yes, and it was the same age difference between her and Tito.

At first, | asked if he was 25. “Older,” he said. “30?” “Older.” “500?” “Older.” “500 billion years old?”

He finally answered and said, “I am 133.78 billion years old, because matter was created 133.78 billion years
ago by the big bang. Everything you see right now is made up of matter, so am |. Therefore, | am 133.78
billion years old.”

That was a pretty good way to get out of telling how old you are and at the same time, give a lesson
about of universe. Smooth. He was most probably the only thing that actually kept me away from being bored.
We went on for hours chatting about the universe, hacking, and computers. He is a computer whiz.

Anyways, after we arrived to the sight for the breathtaking landscape, we took many photos and went
down the mountain to find a place to eat. After eating, we planned on going to this hill where people shower
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at from the waterfall, but due to the vigorous rain at India during Monsoon season, there was about a foot of
water on the path to the hill where people take showers. My brother and | went on the top of the hill to see
the Bhushi Dam from where the water that people take showers from, comes from. My mom along with her
sisters were worried. But | was very excited!

While Tito and | were going to Bhushi Dam, all of a sudden, it starts pouring rain! After around 10 to
15 minutes we continue our journey. Tito told me where to step. We finally arrived at the top of the hill and
took a selfie. While we were going down the slippery rocks, my brother gave me two options, the very easy
steps down the slippery rocks or the big step. | chose the big step and I slipped a little but he was holding my
hand so | was okay. The splash of water hit my pants and now they were wet. We both laughed.

While coming back from Bhushi Dam, all of us went to a Dhaba for dinner. It was extremely delicious.

After spending a week in Pune, my mother and | went back to Kolkata again. | was thankful for the
opportunity to play more with little Zico.

After 4 days, it was finally time to come back to America. My mother and | were bringing along with
us my Meshobaba (Eldest Mashi’s husband). To this day, my Meshobaba and | are playing table tennis every
day in our basement, walking outside, taking photos, playing the piano, and much more. | also showed him
my school and the neighborhood. On the last week of July, we went to Thousand Islands! It was a
mesmerizing experience for my Meshobaba. On the first weekend of August, we went to Howe's Cavern.
Even after this, there was New York City, Baltimore, Washington D.C, Niagara Falls, and much more! This
summer will certainly be one of the most enjoyable summers in my lifetime.

Arpan Dasgupta: Age 12, Grade- 7
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Alpona
Vaswati Biswas

Alpona is a traditional art evolved from a folk one in Bengal. This art is a style of decorating and designing the floor
with beautiful designs. In Bengal Alpona is drawn or painted with white liquid comprised of rice powder and water
during auspicious occasions like festivities, celebrations or ceremonies. However, nowadays the medium of paintings
have been replaced by chalk and paints and other mediums.

Sharing some alpona designs drawn by me during our son's wedding.
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Vaswati Biswas was born in Kolkata and is a longtime resident of upstate New York with connection in Santiniketan.

She is artistically inclined, a classical kathak dancer, enjoy doing various arts, loves to travel and explore new cultures.
49 | & 5838



Swapnila is a mother of two daughters and lives in Manlius. She has a background in interior designing. Besides
painting, her hobbies include gardening, traveling and cooking. This particular oil painting was inspired by a bouquet
of flowers gifted by her husband.
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Shakuntala

Dipa lives with her husband Armab and 11 years old son Arpan in Utica, NY since 2002. Painting is her
passion and loves to paint using Water color, Oil paint, Acrylic etc. She got many prizes in All India Art
Competitions.
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Gopa Roy currently lives in Jadavpur, Calcutta. She loves oil painting, water color,
cooking, saree and dress designing and playing Sitar.
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&  Anrita Banerjee lives in Kolkata. She studied History in Loreto College, Calcutta. Her

'
medium of painting is oil and watercolor.
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Destination
Words: Asish Mukherjee

Drawing: Amrita Banerjee

| asked the mighty ocean
That's buoying me all along
“Can you take me to my quay?’
“‘Sure” roared the sea
While the waves leaped in glee
“But do you know your way?”
| have sailed the calm lagoon
Glowing in the silver moon
And braved your harsh tempest
Seen your heaving waves
Throw foam in different ways
But where’s the end of my quest?
| am a puny man
With no means for navigation
Alas I've no direction

“There’s no port to greet thee”
Laughed the wide, deep sea
‘cause | am your destination”.

Asish Mukherijee

Asish Mukherjee lives in Ohio, he
is a surgeon by profession. Asish
loves to read and write about
travel.
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A festival to renew

Dipankar Dasgupta

From every corner of the land

They bring their families and friend
Itis a time for prayers and devotion
And this has been, for long, a trend

There is color and beauty everywhere
Faces beaming with eagerness and joy
Relationships resurrected and renewed
For some, a time and place to be coy

Mantras read to the beating drum
Fragrance and smoke fill the space
The embodiment of power and Shakti
Showering on all blessings and grace

Some devote their time to the divine
Coming early to soak in the sublime

As each auspicious day progresses
The sound and color reaches prime

I sitin the corner gazing at her beauty
The world around me appearing small
The strength of her gaze uplifts my soul
A renewed feeling, there is hope after all

I think of those who have toiled hard

To make these few days special for all
Somewhere deep down the heart feels sad
Why is human ego making some so small?

| ask for forgiveness before | pose
Why is the world such a complex place
Give us Shakti Ma to cleanse our soul
So ego disappears without a trace.

Dipankar Dasgupta has worked as a professional in the Telecommunication industry for 35 years. He is
now an Education entrepreneur. Writing poetry is one of his hobbies. He and his wife Chitra spend time
between Greater Chicago, USA and New Delhi, India, and love to travel around the globe. Dipankar is a
graduate of IIT Kharagpur and University of Miami, Florida, USA.

56| &M 5838



Dadu
Gaurav Choudhury

From an inconspicuous nook
On my grand desk,

| held a diary from my mother.
Hitherto, unfettered it lay

With letters to me from her father.

They were handwritten, these letters,
And | saw in them the corrosion of age,

As the words were harder to read through the years.

Those letters stayed with the diary,

Each with a similar message:

Be good, play hard, stay curious, knowledge is power, avoid vanity.
And love - lots of it and unconditional.

For how else could one explain,

Letter after letter despite no answer.

As | get older, childhood's memories fade,
But grown grander!

| looked up to him in wonder,

Watching and learning, in awe,

What seemed so strenuous, is now mild.

[ wonder if he, now much older,

Experiences joy vicariously through the vitality of my youth.

He too had a youth.
With horizons unexplored and events yet to unfold.
As wondrous, surprising and painful as mine.

His kaleidoscope was not for me to see,

57 | Sigfer ¥8%8



As mine is not for his to be.

Not for a million nor a dime.

| have watched as time,

Took from him whilst giving to me.
As | now possess life's true currency,
Unconditional love, ensures

The letters are to him, from me.

The Search
Gaurav Choudhury

| do not know, why | am searching,

But through every sub-conscious state | am,
Each search unique and a realm apart.

| often knew | was, but more often did not.

An elevated conscious, is matchless for its subtler counterpart.

For a while,
| am caught in the wave of the world around me,
Alog in the current of a stream,
Like the log, | am overwhelmed by that wave around me.
Unlike the log, | have a layered mind,
| can see beyond the wave, and perhaps that'll save me?
It startles me on occasion,
The Pointed futility of each search does poke.
And poke hard.
| seek to be rid off all these searches.
But the layered mind, will now not save me,
Drawn back into these searches,
Mental, emotional and sensual.

My conscious’ involvement in this world — contractual,
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My sub-conscious’ disenchantment — real.

| try to break these bonds,

And begin to slowly shred this dependence.
The hardest one to break is the emotional one,
My conscious craves this captivating cadence,
My spirit's realization is stagnant,

Irks my body and pulses, | am blinded,

By the rhythm and reason of life.

But | try to break these bonds.

My layered mind craves a light.

But trapped by the neon of materialism,
Immersed in this blinded brightness,

While | search for the one truism,

The light, I truly wish upon the ones | loved,

This final weakness has left me fatally blind,

To that which | search, after all searches had ended.

Gaurav Choudhury studied Business Management in University of Pennsylvania. He is a successful investment banker.

Poetry is his passion.
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Ali Saheb

Aditi Ganguly

The post-Independence period was a difficult decade with constraints in supply of necessities and frugal
transactions.

At this time we were in Delhi. We were housed in the Constitution house near India Gate.

The mornings were misty when we went for a walk, with the statue of George VI hathed in a distinctive robe.
We returned and went straight for our rewards two biscuits covered with paper would be staring at us from
the window ledge. This was a routine Ali Saheb never forgot. Amidst his myriad duties at the Radio station
writing of books and striving to reach a higher seat of learning through International research. But nonetheless
he would stave off his adulthood and play with us whenever he found the time.

At the time Coca-Cola came into the market - the bottle was a Shree delight although it cost only four anas
we were denied the pleasure. Knowing this Ali Saheb would coax his publishers to take us to the India Gate
for the forbidden bottle. Ali Saheb spoke different foreign languages and we marveled at his ease of
conversation with German and French neighbors. My friend Inge was a sweet friend but she had two hurly
burly brothers who were always annoying us. Ali Saheb would intervene and we could play on.

Behind our house there were mulberry bushes and it was my pleasure to get them from the house top, for
this my friend Abby came in handy with managing the climbing appliances. Sometimes Ali Saheb came to
help with the climbing part. Ali Saheb often went to recite during Tagore’s birthday celebrations - - it was
mesmerizing to hear him speak amidst musical and dance sequences. The stories of Do Bigha Zameen,
Purantan Bhrittyo he narrated with immense emotion and often my mind wandered in the land of the Great
Poet. Ali Saheb’s contribution in the formation of my ideologies stemmed from his love for nature, human
beings and earnestness in performance and motivation. He instilled in me the need for disciplining the mind
to follows the command. Stories and excerpts from famous books brought us closer - he was a window of
my knowledge.

We parted company when we shifted to a larger premise but every Sunday he would Come over and narrate
very happy and positive actions which he had experienced. Thus, my childhood was very much tempered by
his teachings. Love pervaded in him for us in such a way that whenever | fell ill he would take the pain to be
there with me bringing suparis and sweets offered by the planes to customers - he
brought for us even while travelling. | still remember how my friends and | attacked
the cleanly clad gentry on holidays. These People wanted to remain without color _
- but we would ask for ransom to let them off. It so happened that we descended i
on a band of cleanly clads and threatened to color them with pichkaris - after a
lengthy confrontation we let them off - only to find that they were Ali Saheb’s friend.
Our deeds were reported and Ali Saheb got the outcries from them- so much so
that he told my Mother - ' Don’t be afraid to send them alone anywhere - if anyone

takes them home they will return them home with money in return'.
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Ali Saheb was Sayyad Mustafa Ali writer of famous novels in Bengali at that time, his family lived in
Bangladesh. His contribution to Bengali literature was immense and was known to be lover of Bengal.

Aditi Ganguly studied Economics in College and University. She lives in Kolkata.

Writing is her hobby.

61 | SIgfer ¥8%8



Goddess Durga
Archana Susarala
l. Introduction

Goddess Durga represents power over evil. Durga’s symbols include
yellow colored items, rice bowls, and spoons. Goddess Durga is a
beautiful woman said to protect all people with her beautiful hands, is
seen as a guardian in the national anthem, and the goddess who
defeated Mahisasur, the demon who threatened to destroy the earth
and gods themselves (Goddess Durga, 2017).

Durga puja, known as Durgotsava, is celebrated in October, as skies
become darker. She displays goodness against evil and is one of
many goddesses who are called “Devi”. The fiercest form of Devi is
Durga who was the eldest and the first goddess to represent energy
(Goddess Durga, 2017). Gods handed power to Durga, seeing how capable she was. She rode in a lion
to defeat Mahisasur and was so powerful, that as Mahisasur turned into a buffalo, she was still able to
defeat him. Durgais a symbol of power and intelligence, as she is seen as unapproachable by Mahisasura.
In Sanskrit, Durga means ‘fort”. Another meaning of Durga is Durgatinashini, meaning “the one who
eliminates suffering. Hindus believe that Goddess Durga protects her devotees from the evil world, in
addition to removing their miseries (Goddess Durga, 2017).

Il. The Many forms of Durga

Goddess Durga has many incarnations: Kali, Bhagavati, Bhavani, Ambika,
Lalita, Gauree, Kandalini, Java, and Rajeshwari. Goddess Durga is seen
as having united power to kill Mahisasur. Durga has nine appellations or
names: Skondamata, Kusumanda, Shailaputri, Kaalratri, Bramacharini,
Maha Gauri, Katyayani, Chandraganta, and Siddhidatri (Goddess Durga,
2017). Goddess Durga is referred to as Triyambake, meaning the three-
eyed Goddess. Durga’s left eye represents desire (the moon) and her right
eye represents action (sun). The central eye represents knowledge or fire.
| Goddess Durga travels on a lion to defeat Mahisasur. The lion represents
2% power, will, and determination (Goddess Durga, 2017).

M. Durga’s Many weapons

Durga uses many weapons to defend herself and the country. Each weapon Durga uses represents
something different. The Conch shell Durga holds, represents Pranava or the word “om” and indicates her
holding onto God in the form of sound. Goddess Durga holds both, a bow and arrow in one hand, showing
control over both, kinetic and potential energy. The thunderbolt represents the firmness Durga requires to
attack a challenge with confidence. This instrument can break anything it strikes, without itself being
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affected. The lotus Durga holds is not fully bloomed, but represents
success. In Sanskrit, lotus is called “Pankaja” meaning born of mud and |8
represents continuous growth of spiritual quality, even though people face |
lust and greed (Goddess Durga, 2017). The Sudharshan chakra is a |
beautiful discus which spins around the index finger of Goddess Durga. |
Although the discus does not touch the finger, it shows that the world is
under Durga’s control. Durga uses the discus to destroy evil and produce
a good environment with good morals in a right way. Durga holds a sword |
in one of her hands that symbolizes knowledge which is free from all
doubts. Durga’s trident (three-pronged spear, especially as an attribute to |
Neptune) symbolizes three qualities: Satwa (inactivity), Rajas (activity), ! :
and Tamas (non-activity). In addition, Goddess Durga removes three
types of miseries: mental, physical, and spiritual (Goddess Durga, 2017).

Goddess Durga represents many forms, has many arms, and eyes. She survives with many weapons and
one vehicle, indicating strength, determination, and power.

Reference
Goddess Durga. (2017, June 26). Retrieved from

http://www.journeytothegoddess.wordpress.com/2002/09/07/goddess-durga.
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The World of Waterlilies

Bulu Dey

Last year | wrote a little about my introduction to the world of waterlilies. | started small.
Soon | got deeply involved into them.
What's very rewarding is their response to your care. They almost never let you down. So let's begin.

There are two kinds of waterlilies. A hardy and a tropical. A hardy is a beautiful full bloom with sturdy leaves.
| chose a Colorado, a hardy, peach in color with a hint of orange. The fully opened beautiful Colorado just
floats on the surface of the water, slowly undulating in the breeze.

To start at home on the terrace or on the balcony, you just need two tubs. A small one to plant your waterlily.
And there is a myriad of them to choose from... Colorado is an easy growing hardy which flowers profusely.
There’s a mind-boggling variety and rare and expensive ones which one can explore after gaining little
experience.

You need a heavy soil, preferably clay soil for your waterlily. Take a 10 " pot and fill with clay, leaving 5"
empty from top. Take your rhizome of the plant and plant it at a 45 degree angle, not at the center, but 3
inches away from the edge of the pot. Be careful to leave the mouth of the rhizome outside the soil. Your
plant will grow from here. Needless to say that the roots will be inside the soil. Plant your rhizome firmly and
cover partially with a broken tile or so, so that the rhizome does not float and stray in the water

Now fill the pot with water. The newly planted rhizome should have 3 inches of water on top

Immerse the pot gently in the center of the bigger outer tub. The outer tub should be 24 inches in diameter
and 14 inches in height. Take a garden hose and leave it in the bigger tub. The water should gently fill the
tub. Take care initially to leave only three inches of water over the rhizome. It's essential that the rhizome
gets minimum 6 t0.8 hours of sunlight. Sunlight is the key to your waterlilies’ growth and bloom.

Leave the outer tub undisturbed in a sunny corner of your terrace. You don't need to hoe the soil at all. In
seven days new leaves will sprout. Please do not add any fertilizer till you have 6 to seven leaves. This will
take at least two months. Now is the time to add fertilizers, lily tabs are available in any nursery or on line. In
the beginning  Then you suddenly will see a bud peeping out...which will bloom in 5 to 7 days. The joy is
boundless. Two tablets every 20 days. Fertilizer is essential for the health of your plant and the size and color
of your bloom.

Since the water is stagnant, you will invariably see algae formation on the water. This is normal. To keep
your water clean and plant healthy you now need to add small fish in your outer tub. Molly and guppy are two
nice varieties, they will keep the water clean by feeding on the algae and mosquito larvae. You don't need to
feed your fish externally.
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Tropicals are also a very beautiful variety which flower above the surface of the water. They are on a longer
stem. And Tropicals flower sometimes continuously. They also have lovely pads (leaves).which are beautiful
in themselves.

In the world of your waterlilies, you will see butterflies, dragonflies, among other things, and honeybees
buzzing continuously, helping in cross pollination. Every morning is a delight. Every tub is tranquil. Somehow
there’s a sense of peace and fulfillment which is worth every effort.

So take the plunge. Get the experience of bringing a Lily pond on your terrace. And along with that, your own.
Ecosystem...
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Bulu Dey is from New Delhi, India. Retired manufacturer / exporter of ladies special occasion dresses.
She has always been interested in colors and creative things.
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Education
Nita Mitra

| wish | was more informed about the American system of education. Despite my ignorance, what |
seem to observe here is that the system is geared to the needs of each student. Instruction is given to each
according to the particular needs of the student. Diversity of curricula is its characteristic feature. This in my
opinion helps to bring out the best, so that the latent or hidden talent comes
out eventually, preparing the student to face the world with open eyes and
hands. Insularity and the boundaries break down, allowing each to pursue
the path that he or she dreams of. The eventual purpose of education is to
free the mind so that it may meet the unanticipated challenges of an ever-
changing world order.

| know that this may be a superficial view. Clouded vision
notwithstanding, the rays of light do indicate that, if not all, at least
some may become giants of coming days. Flaws are many but the
efforts to remove these flaws are what counts at the end of the day.
Parents whose children are being drawn into this system may come
out with suggestions and the state may choose to respond accordingly.
Money matters | know. Yet, daydreaming costs nothing.

My own country having a much larger population and being poorer in terms

v of per capita income, has not been able to afford this luxury of free choice and ‘each

?, according to need’ type of education. Some experimental pockets do exist but the

N : tragedy is that it is not for all. My hopes are that things may change for the better at

our end. As itis, the Mid-Day Meal program has been able to draw greater number

—_— of children into schools, at times bringing with them their crawling siblings whom they

if were required to tend to while their mothers left for any odd job in the rural areas.

Schools welcome such toddlers who would be able to enter the fold later and this

has improved the drop-out problem. Similarly, others programs have been designed

to attract girl children into education. Some provide funds for marriage when they attain adulthood. Others

provide cycles to girls under the Kanyashree Program so that they face an easier commute. But funds being
scarce, such programs are thinly spread.

However, these seem to have brought about a revolution among
parents. lliterate parents now are keen to avail education for their children in SR
greater numbers. Due to the funds crunch, the school infrastructure is woefully ﬂ;, - ?fq
weak. No wonder the level of instruction is not up to the mark, forcing additional %
burden on the parents to spend hefty amounts on private tuition. Such heavy
load on the parents again affects their quality of living. Being unable to save for
their needs in their twilight years, they face penury and abject deprivation, Lt
especially since there is no social insurance. Such daydreaming that | referred to earlier does and does not
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cost anything. My prayer to Ma Durga and to Saraswati, the goddess of learning, is for things to improve, so
that a time will come when we too may eventually be able to afford the luxury of free choice and “each
according to need”- type of education.

Another feature of the Indian system of education is that after obtaining their school-leaving or high
school or graduation degrees, a greater number of students crowd into whatever post-graduation streams
that may give them berths. The reason is not that higher education has much to offer them that they cherish.
On the contrary, because the job market has shrunk, they have nothing to do and so they enroll themselves
at universities. These institutions churn out large number of post-graduates where the human capital gets
augmented, yet there are not enough places where they can find proper employment. Comparing this with
what happens here is truly revealing. Whereas the education system here prepares the students to face the
challenges of globalization, there on the other hand, only a few find rewarding jobs. Others are forced to
enter the informal sector with not much stability and security. Their existence is miserable and this is
unwarranted. One can only hope that matters improve over time.

| am told that the job market in this country too, is unable to provide
jobs to all. The over-load at the institutions of higher learning gets increased
over time. Yet, while getting the jobs that were out-sourced back to the
Americans may be a possibility, the same may not be true for India. So the
education system, the employment situation, presence or absence of social
security for all, compounds the problem. Each country has to devise its own
strategy to meet the needs of its citizens, picking and choosing from diverse
experiments, its very own mix so that social costs are minimized and social benefits are maximized, given its
constraints. This truly calls for greater imagination and divine blessings.
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Haule, Haule....The lighter side of life!
Sushma Madduri

Champak das works as a senior chef in a small three-star restaurant and hotel in a small suburb in
the state of Connecticut in the United States. He is whiling away his life’s carriage with a once in a while ‘aate
jaate, chalthe chalthe..whistle!

Mrs. Das adorns the ‘adarsh gharwaali’ title and has helped him drive the carriage effortlessly all
these twenty years and has made sure neither of the D.Juniors complained about anything in life, in spite of
the meagre income brought home by Papal

One chilly winter morning, as Mr. Das lazily tossed and turned around in his bed, he heard an
unexpected wakeup call from a crow (rare in the US). As it seemed, this intuitive ‘cawing’ triggered a doubt
in his typical Indian superstitious mind and thus he sat up in his bed, a bit worried of what was going to befall
upon him that day! His eyes opened to all the ‘subh somwaar’ (happy Monday) and ‘jai bolo ganesh maharaj
ki" WhatsApp messages from friends and ‘social media’ relatives and family. Convinced that some good luck
was on his side, he woke up to get ready for work.

As he was preparing to leave home after his breakfast of left-over ‘aloo paratha’ accompanied by
dahi (thanks to Mrs. Das), it struck him that D1. Jr's semester fee was due that day. He soon got to his age
old laptop to initiate a payment online. As he completed the formalities (filling up all the 21 odd page details
that he does every time), he filled in his credit card details and was clicked a big ‘SUBMIT" at the bottom of
the screen. To his surprise, the screen froze and an ‘ERROR’ message popped up in the center of the screen.
The message details read out, “the webpage closed unexpectedly, do not go back or click refresh browser!?

ERRER /'/w
MESSAGE Juli
) /"’ﬁ
- ——

Unable to grind his fifty year old teeth, he tried to settle down in his chair. Then he feebly called out
to Mrs. D for a cup of tea. He expected that would get his mind running again for the next step of action for
this mishap. In a moment, his cell phone vibrated with a new text message on the locked home screen. The
message beeped about a credit card charge for a substantial amount, confirming the activity and asking for
his validation! This set a rajdhani express running in Champak’s heart! He said to himself, “this implies that
the fee payment went through! How did that happen when an ERROR showed up? ”
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He immediately picked up the phone and called up the credit card company to enquire about the
same. After a long wait and several sequential “1s’ and ‘2s’ pressed with unmatchable patience, while testing
his luck between English and Spanish, the customer service representative came online. He asked her about
the credit card charge. She replied back in broken English that since the error occurred on the university’s
website, he should call and lodge a complaint with them. She also confirmed the credit card has been charged
and the payment was due soon.

Champak trembled and now dialed the university’s registrar’s office to find out about the fee payment.
They coldly confirmed that the payment did not go through as the error message certified it, and demanded
a payment by 5 PM that evening, reminding him of the deadline. They also added that he needs to lodge a
complaint with the credit card company about the false charges.

A day yet to start, Champak felt sick in his stomach with this entire transaction. He had been a loyal
customer with the credit card company for the past twenty years. It may work out eventually in the end, but
honestly, who has time to call the company back and forth a few times to sort this out? Especially for an error
on who-know-who's side? The crow seemed to have fulfilled its duty to let us know of this upcoming tamasha!

Naam ke waasthe, the so called, ‘sophisticated technology and 24 hour customer service’!

Good were those days when we lived with hardcopies, files and ledgers- and real people to deal
problems face-to-face!

No one can be blamed for such errors, yet we have to learn to live with them without complaint!
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Durga Puja
Sankar Chanda

| Remember! | Remember! Or Do 1?

| remember, | remember,
Where | was used to swing,
And thought the air must rush
as fresh

To swallows on the wing;

My spirit flew in feathers
then,

That is so heavy now,

And summer pools could
hardly cool

The fever on my brow!

| remember, | remember,
The fir trees dark and high;
| used to think their slender
tops

Were close against the sky:
It was a childish ignorance,
But now it is little joy

To know I'm farther off from
heaven

Than when | was a boy.

- THOMAS HOOD

On a September morning before Durga Puja, | recited the above lines
for a class test at St. Xavier's School, Kolkata. That afternoon, waiting
for the measure of my modulation, | looked about to check if the
banging in my chest was invoking sniggers at nearby desks. Mercifully
my mates too had drums to deal with. Then the thumping paused, as |

held my breath. The Reverend Father Lewis Hincq said | had lost
marks for presuming to be an old man. | doubted if | would ever exhale. Then he revealed, to my delight,
that | had scraped through by the skin of my teeth. | had 2 in my pocket, with a plan to double it next day.
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But on the way home, blithe of spirit, | spent it recklessly, though on what | cannot for the life of me
remember.

"1 That is how memory works, it never comes uncensored. | recall,
before growing into long pants, having tripped while skipping across
Park Street, with the pell-mell traffic bearing down on me. But | have
no memory of getting up and making it to the walkway. So | remain
forever sprawled in the middle as a taxi is hell-bent on quashing me.

CHILDAOOD
SWEETHEART

Il meaning, definition, explantion...

Some years on, one April evening, this time in corduroy baggies, | was swapping sweet nothings with a
pretty little miss at her home. Pat Boone was singing in the background:

“Sometimes an April day will suddenly bring showers
Rain to grow the flowers for her first bouquet

But April love can slip right through your fingers

So if she's the one don't let her run away”.

Just then, as | distinctly recollect, at a critical instant, a maid parted the curtain and said in an undertaker’s
dark tone, “Ela, your mother summons you”. The words made my blood run cold and convinced me Ela had
to appear in a Court and a police escort was waiting with handcuffs. All the peachy promises she made to
me and all the sweeping dreams | had spun for her are forever lost. Not a phrase remains to brighten a
rainy day.
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| look back to see the rubble of the past, a pillar without a top where a majestic portico once stood, a
broken bracelet that had graced my lady love, a cluster of jagged slabs where a tower used to soar, a lush
garden long gone to seed, grey stones grown over with moss, and tangled vines on crumbling walls.

Nothing makes sense of the ruins.
B‘:" {\\E 0 ‘
L\w/J

Generally, everything seems fine through the frosted prism of time. Tragedies are mellowed and elbowed
out by the interludes of comic relief. Our green years seem sweet now, ice cream cones, chocolate cakes
and jelly cubes. The snubbing, bruised knees and Sanskrit parsing have all gone with the wind, the Sanskrit
parsing in particular. We remember only the satisfactions and fascinations and wish we could be
passionate again.

/“"\ e
et

We forget the many heartbreaks, the tossing and turning of wakeful
nights, the tightening of dry throats, and the jumping larynx when one
day she declared she could only be our sister, as though we were
desperate for more sisters!
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Among the beautiful | had a little brother, Therefore, of all the
pictures With eyes dark and pictures
That hang on Memory's deep That hang on Memory's
wall, In a dim old forest wall,
Is one of a dim old forest, He lieth in peace The one of the dim old
That seemeth best of all. asleep. forest
Seemeth the best of all.
Alice Cary

Itis the light, not the night that we have in sight when we turn the telescope to the past. There are no thorns
to those roses, no dusk after the dawn, no holes on the roads that we roamed, no nettles on the grass we
trod. We do not notice the glass that had cracked. And the bees that stung us are, to our faded gaze, but
buzzing bearers of honey. Indeed, the Almighty is merciful that such is the case, that the ever lengthening
stream of memory appears in silvery trickles, and the distress and regrets of today will be the soft nostalgia
of the morrow.

The past is like the Moon, showing only its bright side, letting the
ordinary and the ugly slide into the blindness of oblivion. The hates and
pains have vanished behind the orb and torment us no more. The
glories and laurels are the last to go, bathed in a silky shine, and the
longest in sight, fondly recalled alone, and tenderly shared with friends.

» Princess Fairy 4 Itis this seductive charisma of the past, perhaps, that tempts
&’ TalecMaker s elders to endlessly babble baloney about the “good old days’.

The planet appears to have been a paradise then, and Utopia
was not a figment of imagination. Men were masculine, and
women very feminine. The skies were higher, the seas less
choppy, the apples really red, the grapes not so sour, and the rainbows more radiant. As for the gallant acts
of the people of yore and the magical happenings, it will take a regiment of marines to believe them alll.
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| like listening to veterans’ tales of those golden moments, assured the grandkids cannot refute them. And |
wonder when granddad would insist, when he was their age, the sun often shone at midnight, and boys had
fun in lifting a bus by its bumpers.

B.o. &

Memory has played games since the first human became old, and will do so again when today’s toddlers
hobble with age. Adam lived for 930 years. One fancies him, on his 900th birthday, telling his progeny, ‘I
long for that day in the Garden of Eden when Eve plucked an apple as big as the moon.”

et
222481

Robert Browning’s poem, Patriot Into Traitor, glorifies what is gone:
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“It was roses, roses, all the way,

With myrtle mixed in my path like mad.

The house-roofs seemed to heave and sway,
The church-spires flamed, such flags they had,
A year ago on this very day!”

"....WHEN ALL AT ONCE | 5AW A BUNCH, A BUNCH OF GOLDEN DAFFODILS
... NO. IT 6TILL DOESNT 50UND RIGHT!

"There's that young Wordsworth picking the
heads off the dafodils."

And William Wordsworth in The Daffodils lives is past bliss:

“For oft, when on my couch | lie

In vacant or in pensive mood,

They flash upon that inward eye
Which is the bliss of solitude;

And then my heart with pleasure fills,
And dances with the daffodils.”

The Victorians garlanded the past with Robin Hood, Ivanhoe and the glamour of Camelot. Life has since
shifted gear. Jet aircraft have replaced the horse and buggy. Readers no longer lie under the “greenwood
tree” reading a book bound in old brown leather. They now use a glass screen instead. But everyone, like

76 | SIgfer 9838



Richard Llewellyn, has memories titled “How Green Was My Valley”. Smell, touch, music and weather can
trigger nostalgia and feelings of physical warmth, as medical studies attest.

By all accounts, the planet has backtracked since the Big Bang. So it must have been supremely sublime
for the first people. Indeed, it is still rather nice if the wheels of a passing car do not splash you as they go
over a puddle, and you can retain your humour when the room heater conks out on a winter night.

Admittedly the earth was more alluring on that pure dawn of humanity, when the air was clean, and the
grass had not been trampled by jostling populations, nor the silence blighted by noisy cities. Our remote
ancestors in their floppy frocks must have felt good as they wandered footloose and fancy-free under the
new blue sky. They sat on hillocks by their tents playing the lyre as the bleating sheep grazed. The plants
grew food and the trees fruit to meet their needs. Life moved smoothly, not yet hindered by greed and sin.
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But those days were then. Human infancy was lived in whispering woods by rippling brooks. Tranquility was
timeless. Adulthood now swings from doubt to hope, hurrying to meet deadlines. We do not know God’s
grand plan but believe we fit into it. We make bricks in a kiln, expecting to give shape to a magnificent
edifice.

It is wise not to toy with ifs and buts, and the buses we missed. We live in this instant. Let us not go to the
graveyard of buried days to raise ghosts. There are faces that will not smile again, and soft voices we will
never hear. They have got off the train when their station came. Every wall in the house is a store of
stories. We see the hazy forms, and reach out into empty air. We cannot pull back our words, nor retrace
our steps. Let us not dig up a misery, nor stick a bone back in the throat. It is risky in a car to shift our gaze
from the broad glass in front to the narrow rear-view mirror. Let us forget the lament and go forward in faith.

TRAIN
YOUR BRAIN

Dontforgetfo
remember.,

" DANG, | FORGOT MY NOTES! "

There are advertisements for tablets and trainings to sharpen memory. | guess they can help remind where
| left the last umbrella. But | spurn the offers as | enjoy the drenchings in sudden torrents. And | do not wish
to develop a knack for flashbacks. Forsooth there is much in most people’s lives that is best forgotten.
There were occasions when we were long in speech and short in deed. Ah well, we also bore the
consequences. Dear God Of Time, take away those memories from our heavy hearts, clear the fears,
delete the griefs, and leave only the peace of amnesia. From the garden that was, let us root out the
weeds, not the Lillies and Daisies.

78 | S&fT 5838



ik

nithe
beanstalk

Sometimes, at day’s end, | meet the little boy of six that was me so long ago. He tells me the story of Jack
And The Beanstalk. He is serious and sincere, and wishes to sail the seven seas. He is more mundane at
nine, with no money and wanting to earn lots. | laugh at his simplicity but feel guilty seeing his earnest
intent. At fourteen he worries about Sanskrit parsing. And at sixteen, moustache barely visible, he is
intrigued by the girl in pigtails and pink ribbons who plays badminton with him. His hair is now neatly
combed and detective tales have given way to romantic poems. Love is however tough on badminton
players, because parents are tyrants. The boy’s face does not suggest happiness ever after, as he goes
away. And sleep tiptoes in.

{ MAN! Qou HauN'T,
CHANGED a BT
~= o =

i i)
“He’s wearing a life jacket just in case
this brings back a flood of memories.”

“Auld Lang Syne” means “back in the day”. | am moved by the haunting melody of the song and its lyrics
that also inspired Rabindranath Tagore’s Bengali rendition. It reminisces the togetherness and the ecstasy
gone by, the separation, then the reunion. The song proposes “a cup of kindness” for looking back on the

past.
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Should old acquaintance be forgot,

and never brought to mind?

Should old acquaintance be forgot,

and old lang syne?

We'll take a cup of kindness yet,

for auld lang syne.

We two have run about the slopes,

and picked the daisies fine;

But we've wandered many a weary foot,
since auld lang syne.

We two have paddled in the stream,
from morning sun till dine;

But seas between us broad have roared
since auld lang syne.

And there’s a hand my trusty friend!
And give me a hand of thine!

And we'll take a right goodwill draught,

for auld lang syne.

Shankar Chanda is a
dreamer, learner and writer

| from Kolkata, India.

“I can’t help thinking that when we’re dead, these
will be the good old days.”

" LIFE SEEMED SO MUGH SIMPLER |N
PHE oLD DAYS, DEi2 -
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Taj Mahal

Archana Susarla

Introduction

The Taj Mahal (crown of palace) is an ivory-white marble mausoleum (building
housing a tomb or tombs) located on the south bank of the Yamuna River in
Agra. The Taj Mahal was built by Shah Jahan in 1632 to honor his favorite
wife, Mumtaz Mahal. The Taj Mahal is seventeen acres long which includes
a mosque (Muslim house of worship), guest house, and has three formal
gardens. Although construction of the Taj Mahal was completed in 1643,
~7% other phases were added in the next ten years. Formal construction and
ended in 1653 and the cost of building the Taj Mahal was thirty-two million
" rupees. The values of the Taj Mahal went up to fifty-two billion rupees in 2015.
In United States dollars, the value is twenty-seven million dollars. The Taj Mahal was built by twenty-
thousand artisans, boards of architects, and Ustad Ahmad Lahauri (Court Architect to the Emperor) (Taj
Mahal, 2017).

In 1983, the Taj Mahal became the world heritage site by becoming the “Jewel of Muslim Art” in India. The
Taj Mahal is the best example of Moghul Architecture and is an example of India’s rich history. Annually,
seven to eight million people visit the Taj Mahal and it was labeled as one of the new seven wonders of the
world in 2001 (Taj Mahal, 2017).

Inspiration

In 1631, Mumtaz Mahal died from giving childbirth to their fourteenth child, Gauhara Begam. The main
mausoleum (building, especially a large and stately one, housing a tomb or tombs) was completed in 1643
and surrounding buildings were completed five years later (Taj Mahal, 2017).

l. Architecture and Design

The Taj Mahal is built on Persian and Mughal Architecture. Earlier buildings of the Taj Mahal were built
out of red sandstone. Shah Jahan used white marble inlaid with semi-precious stones. Under his
directorship, the Taj Mahal reached new levels of beauty (Taj Mahal, 2017).

Il. Tomb

The Tomb is the central focus of the Taj Mahal. It has a large white marble structure and consists of a
symmetrical building with an lwan (arch-shaped doorway) topped by a large dome and finial. The tomb
is a large, multi-chambered cube with chambered corners. It has an unequal, eight-sided structure that
is fifty-five meters on each of the four long sides. The main chamber was Mumtaz Mahal and Shah
Jahan’s house. Their graves are at the lower level (Taj Mahal, 2017).

The dome is the best feature of the Taj Mahal. It is thirty-five meters high and is called the onion dome
or amrud or guava dome due to its shape. The top of the dome has lotus design. The shape of the dome
is slightly asymmetrical and mixes Persian and Hindustani decorative elements. The Main Finial
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(distinctive ornament at the apex of the roof, pinnacle, canopy or similar structure of a building) was
originally made of gold, but later was replaced by bronze in the nineteenth century. The bronze feature
consists of Persian and Hindustani decorative elements and the finial is topped by a moon (Taj Mahal,
2017).

The minarets, a traditional element of mosques used by the muezzin (a man who calls Muslims to prayer
from a minaret or mosque) to call Islamic faith and prayer, are divided into three equal parts by two
working balconies that ring the tower. The top of the tower has a chattri (elevated dome shaped pavilion
used as an element on Indian Architecture) that mirrors the design of the tomb. All chattris’s have the
same decorative elements. The minarets are constructed so if they collapse, the towers will fall away
from the tomb (Taj Mahal, 2017).

M. Exterior Decoration

The exterior designs of the Taj Mahal are among the finest of the Mughal Architecture. Decorative
elements were made of paint, stucco (fine plaster used for coating wall surfaces or molding into
architectural decorations), stone inlays, or carvings. The calligraphy (decorative handwriting) was
created in 1609 by Abdul Hag. Most of the calligraphy consists of jasper (black marble) and white marble
panels. The calligraphy found on the marble cenotaphs (tomblike monument to someone buried
elsewhere) is very delicate and detailed. The tombs below the vaults have elaborate geometric forms.
Sandstone buildings consist of white inlays and dark or black inlays on white marbles. Part of the marble
buildings have been stained or painted in contrasting colors and consist of complex geometric patterns.
The floors and walk ways consist of contrasting tiles. The lower walls of the tomb consist of white marble
dados (the lower part of a room that has a different color than the upper part). The polish emphasizes
the carving of the dado frames and archway spandrels (triangular space between one-side of the outer
curve of an arch, wall and ceiling or framework). The dado frames are decorated with pietra dura (inlay
technique of using cut and fitted, highly polished colored stones to create images). The Pietra Dura is a
type of decorative art. The spandrels are decorated with pietra dura inlays (ornaments) of stylized,
geometric vines and fruits. The inlay stones are yellow marble, jasper, and jade, polished and leveled to
the surface of the walls (Taj Mahal, 2017).

V. Interior Decoration

The inner chamber is an octagon with an entry on each side. The bodies of Shah Jahan and Mumtaz
Mahal are plain crypt beneath the inner chamber, with their faces turned right to Mecca. The trees and
fountains are given scientific names. The tomb in the Taj Mahal garden is located at the end of the
garden. When the garden was first built, there was an abundance of roses, daffodils, and fruit trees. The
Taj Mahal's garden deteriorated as the Mughal Empire declined. By the end of the nineteenth century,
Britain controlled most of India and managed the Taj Mahal, changing the landscaping (Taj Mahal, 2017).

V. Outlying Buildings

The Taj Mahal's complex is bordered with three sides and consists of red sand stone walls. The side
facing the river is open and the outside walls consist of several mausoleums (building housing tombs)
of Shah Jahan and Mumtaz Mahal. The main gateway is built of marble. The ceilings and walls have
elaborated geometric designs. The far end of the complex consists of red sandstone buildings and the
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western building was used as a guesthouse. The floor of the mosque is laid with five-hundred sixty-nine
black marble prayer rugs. The outlying buildings were completed in 1643 (Taj Mahal, 2017).

VI. Tourism

In 2001, the Taj Mahal attracted two-million visitors which increased to eight- million in 2014. Indian
citizens have a much lower entrance fee than foreigners. Tours to the Taj Mahal are usually in October,
November, and February. The Taj Mahal is very clean and tourists either walk or ride the electric bus.
The town south of the Taj Mahal (Taj Ganiji), originally had markets. The Taj Mahal is one of the Seven
Wonders of the World and is also included in the new sever wonders of the world. The Taj Mahal is open
thirteen hours daily, except on Friday, where is open from twelve to two p.m. for prayers. On the day of
the full moon, the Taj Mahal is open for night viewing, as well as on the two days before and after the full
moon. Security reasons permit only five items to be brought into the Taj Mahal (water in transparent
bottles, mall video and still cameras, mobile phones, and ladies purses).

The Taj Mahal is a very elaborate building and one of the Seven Wonders of the World, as well as one
of the new Seven Wonders of the World. The tombs and decorations are very complex and it is a very
famous building toured by thousands of people annually.

Reference

Taj Mahal https://en.wikipedia.org/wkik/wikipedia. Retrieved July 3, 2017.

Archana Susarla lives in Vestal, New York. She is a graduate of SUNY Oneonta with a BS in Psychology. She
works with Alzheimer’s patients engaging them with social activity and memory stimulation.
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Courtesy Does Not Cost Much?
Nita Mitra

In Economics we have been taught about Cost Benefit Analysis at the beginning of the Intermediate level classes. We

have been instructed to weigh both the costs and the benefits of an action. And obviously if the costs outweigh the
benefits, it is not worth- while to undertake the action. In contrast if the benefits exceed the costs the action may be
taken up. Individuals gain from such an action.

This piece of writing does not all deal with the subject of Economics or its syllabi. Rather it dwells upon the general
impression of mine when | came to America to visit my grandson and his parents. Let me confess that | felt a little
scared about general atmosphere of racialism and hatred that is being witnessed world over. Isms apart, in all parts of
the world issues relating to class, caste, race, gender have been surfacing for quite some time. Diversity seems to be
losing ground to uniformity. Ranging from our food habits, religion, political affiliation, to sexual orientation and so on,
society requires us to be conformists. Are these required to be at the top of our agenda? The answer is no and yes at
the same time. The point | would like to stress is that we are both diverse and similar at the same time. Diversity in
languages, food habits, dress code, beliefs and orientation apart, we tend to converge at the core. For example,
motherhood/fatherhood and its joys and pains are same world over. Similarly love, solidarity, fraternity do not vary
across continents. This brings me to the point that | would like to stress upon. Civility and courtesy is present in all of
us. So is cruelty and animosity. My American experience is that | have found people here to be helpful, cordial and
warm. In streets, parks, market places | am surprised that they all greet me ------ they may be a gardener, a municipal
worker or a fellow tenant of the housing colony in which | am staying It may cost them nothing I know, but my gain is
the general level of well-being that | experience. This is not my home, my country or nationality. Yet | feel that | too
belong to this place and its people. This welfare enhancement defies calculation. My welfare increases but when
courtesy does not cost much to these people, | wonder what benefits they may derive from such action. s it their
innate nature to be warm or is it that the melting pot syndrome is strong here? India’s noble laureate had called his
motherland to wake up to the fact that the Indian subcontinent had welcomed from ancient times, streams of people of
different races and cultures who have contributed to the essence of its nationality. This embracing civilization is what
constitutes the spirit of being an Indian. | would be wrong if | were to attribute it only to India. | have found it to be true
for America also. This is what | mean by unity in diversity.

| have just finished a book by Naomi Klein entitled No Is Not Enough. | think this impression of mine about the
American people and their response to an unknown Indian like me, may indeed give her added impetus to write that
people are capable of saying “Yes”. Open heartedness and cooperation can exist. But, the way people cooperate can
also be altered. For instant Yuval N Harari in his book called” Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind” writes “Prior To
Industrial Revolution(IR) , the daily life of most humans ran its course within three ancient frames: the nuclear family,
the extended family and the local intimate community........ ", All this has changed dramatically over the last two
centuries. The market got immense powers and over time states and markets weakened the traditional bonds of family
and community. As people were to become individuals their liberation came at a cost. Loss of strong families and
communities not only breached countless generations of human social arrangements, it also brought in alienation.

This again makes it necessary for us to take look into what Economics has to offer in this respect. When does the
community extend a helping hand or when does family cushioning matter? Theories about migrants from similar socio-
economic strata getting help from their co-migrants when they relocate or disowning their lesser co-migrants when they
come from well-off families also illustrate the point that there are two different sides to the problem of community and
migration. We would like to hope for the existence of the strong families and community bond so that Homo sapiens
may hold each other’s hands both in good times and bad times. | do not know what these ramblings of mine add up to.
However, qualitative differences do exist between the country side and urban areas and within the urban areas between
the small towns and the large metropolises. People may or may not have the time for each other. Modern Times have
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made man only a cog in the wheels as Charlie Chaplin so beautifully projected in his sensitive film. My point is that it
may not take a full second to say hello or good day. It may not entail time cost. But it does entail the benefit of well-
being. Give and take is what modern times may well afford. My self does acknowledge this when | am nestled in a
small town within America. Here courtesy abounds and | do benefit from the largesse of the people here. A big thank
you from my end.
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Nita Mitra has a PhD in Economics from University of Calcutta. She taught
development Economics, Indian Economics and Labor Economics in the same
University. She now lives in Kolkata and loves to travel & read.
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DhobiDa

Sushma Madduri

Dhobida’s nephew Narasimha who now lives with us in India.

| recently visited a dry cleaner for a minor repair on a pair of my work pants. This undertaking
occurred due to inevitable circumstances. As a first timer, | was worried inside, wondering what would be the
charges for a last-minute job such as this one. | was preparing myself for a job interview that day, and to my
horror that morning, found that the pants were out of shape with one of the leg lengths sweeping the floor
behind my shoe completely detached from its original hemline. | clearly had not expected this 'dhOkaa’ in the
last minute and of course had no time left for a quick home fix. Honestly, | am not entitled to call it a deceit.
Such a catastrophe doesn’t happen overnight, | am sure the fatigue presented itself in several stages leading
to this failure, but wasn’t strong enough to win my attention!

| Googled on ‘Alterations and tailoring near me’ and hastily headed towards the dry cleaner outlet.
My Naani’s words reverberated in my ears, “a stitch in time saves nine”, as she first taught me how to render
such quick fixes in my childhood. | sighed lazily and moved on, cursing myself for not paying attention. For
each time | hit up on these pants in the wardrobe | kept switching to some other outfit or even avoided the
need.

At the alteration desk a lady received me with a bright smile on her face and asked me about the job
to be done. | handed her the pair of pants and informed about the repair needed. She replied back with
confidence about an easy fix and added that needed a couple of days as she had orders lined up before this
one. | insisted that this was urgent, and | needed it done that day. Without a change in her smile, she said,
"With pleasure, Ma’m! We do have a ‘same day order’ option, but that would cost you a little more. Would
you like to try that?” | replied, “Well, | don’t really have a choice here. Please go ahead”. She quickly jotted
down the order number and repair details on a piece of paper and handed me the receipt. She asked me to
stop by at 5 PM that evening to pick up the pants. | now really softened my voice with almost tears in my
eyes and blurted out about the interview and seasoned up my statement saying that she was my life boat for
the day. She seemed to be convinced with my honesty and got to work promptly. She turned back and said,
‘Listen, | wouldn't usually take orders like this butin your case I'm just doing it this one time!” | smiled uneasily
at that remark and very well deserved that finishing’ stroke for my laziness. In a few minutes, | thanked her
profusely and walked out after paying 3/4 of the pants’ price for the single hem she just rendered. A typical
middle-class head like mine with my jaws dropped would faint thinking about the little handy sewing machine
in Walmart that would probably cost half the price of this repair!!

86 | S&feT 5838



As | got into my car and started driving back home | travelled down my memory lane into my childhood that
brought back fresh memories of my childhood neighborhood and its most efficient people! Awards of
recognition in order of ranking go to DhobiDa, Pavan tailors DarjiDa, Sahib bhai (banana vendor) and
bubblingum kaka (vegetable vendor) and of course not to forget the cobbler (I don’t know his name..!). Golden
were those days with those friendly people around. Easy repairs and quick fixes were as easy as spare
change. | never thought, that these things would be time consuming, out of reach and expensive in my own
lifetime!

A special mention to DhobiDa in this narrative- first, because he is my all-time favorite, and second,
because | spent more time with him than any others in the list above. My summer vacations passed by at my
Naani's house in Hyderabad, India. DhobiDa occupied a small open space in front of the house that was
originally intended for the garage. My Naana drove a ravishing Bajaj Chetak, and hence, we never had the
need for the garage. All the kids in our street christened DhobiDa with a title, ‘khaDak maanush’ or our own
local iron man! He indeed handled a heavy ‘istree dabba’, an old fashioned iron box that he used to press
clothes with. He had loads and loads of laundry that needed to be delivered piled up on a huge ‘orange’ TV
stand that covered up the rear wall of the garage. He had some more loads down the staircase that lead to
the terrace. His ‘aDDaa’ was the most happening place in the galli (street), with a few customers coming in
with soiled clothes, while a few others going out with clothes neatly pressed and hidden in old newspapers.
Some of the customers stopped by for a quick chat with him. The topics scanned the entire world, starting
from the daal-chawal price increase, cricket, rental properties in the neighborhood, all the way to nuclear
weapon tests by China. DhobiDa never appeared ignorant. According to me, he knew everything! Tall, dark,
skinny and handsome at about 65, he had this special maharaja style ‘mooch’ that made him stand out in a
crowd!

| don't really recall when he came in to live at my Naani's garage.My favorite pastime activities were
to watch him load his iron box with charcoal and watch him make his special ‘chilli rasam’. The very thought
brings water in my mouth.

Our summer evening activity was to climb onto the compound wall and watch people and traffic on
the street. As soon as we spotted DhobiDa at the end of the street with his treasure hunt (a huge sack of
charcoal) from the local flea market, our faces brightened up. The next half hour or so would be so
entertaining that even the best snack (puri-halwa) wouldn’t move us from the compound wall! We were all
eyes on DhobiDa as he unloaded his sack on the floor on a spread out newspaper. He would start sorting
out the good charcoal from the light and less utility ones. He would gently strike each and every piece of
charcoal on the ground. ‘Survival of the fittest’ was decided with this pressure test! The good ones burn till
the end, while the brittle, it would crumple to powder sooner. These would go right to the bottom of the box
or be use ones would be used as fire starters. Dhobida would then load the iron box with all the smaller
pieces first, and carefully pack the box tight with bigger pieces to last till the end. He pressed silk and linen
when the heat is low and would shift to the cottons and heavy stuff as the heat caught on. This is how those
iron boxes are managed economically and efficiently, since they don't have a heat control knob on them.
‘Wah ! kya idea hain sir ji ??". These days, | struggle managing the heat on clothes (which turn out mostly
underpressed or overpressed) even with the most sophisticated electric competitors!

DhobiDa always had spare change under the warm blanket on his work bench. He probably left it for
us kids to treat ourselves to some goodies or for some hungry souls that passed by the street. He never
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asked or enquired for any ‘missing’ change! We all thought he was such an understanding man! He was like
a ‘yogi’ in the forest. He only earned enough to feed himself and for his supplies, and did not care about the
rest. He was popular for his ‘istree” and his famous folding technique. | heard people compliment it,
“‘DhobiDa’s fold is unmatchable. No one else can do it. He is the master. | don’t mind waiting for a week or
two for my shirt, but | need only him to do press it for me!” | learnt how to press clothes by merely observing
him every day.

One night, a robber crept up the wall that separated my Naani’'s house from our neighbor’s. He
silently picked up the long staff (we used to pluck guavas with) from the window sill and tried to pull out my
Naana’s shirt hung on a hook in the hallway. He probably expected some change or cash in the shirt pocket.
My aunt who saw the staff's shadow in the hallway started screaming loudly, and this woke up DhobiDa. He
ran as fast as lightning and chased the robber around the house. A few minutes later, he came back to
enquire if we all were safe and assured us of no theft done.

One of my most comical yet philosophical conversations with Dhobida was about death. There was
a cremation ground a few blocks right down the street, a little secluded and spread out deeper into the woods.
Hence, once in a while we used to see an ‘anthim yaatra’ (the last journey) of departed souls far across the
street to the final destination. On one of those sights, | asked him with an honest doubt on my face, “DhobiDa,
when will you die? And then what do you want us to do with your iron box?” He probably wasn’t expecting
that question from me; and instantly burst out into laughter. Then, he proudly brushed his mooch upwards
with his hand and replied, “This chiranjeevi (immortal) will never die, beti! You will see for yourself!!” | was so
relieved that moment, don’t know why! But to my surprise, he kept his word! His sudden disappearance
indeed remains an unsolved mystery for even today. About a year before my Naani passed away, he went
on a trip to Tirupathi. To our shock and surprise, he never returned. His family tried to find his whereabouts,
but all in vain. | personally knew that he couldn’t have received Naani’'s death easily. He probably had an
intuition, which made him leave like that without a notice. They were considered brother and sister by
everyone in the neighborhood, including my Naana. Born out of different homes but brought together by fate,
she fed him and gave him shelter and he ran errands for her simply out of joy. The first lesson of humanity
and unconditional friendship was taught at home for all of us!

| am a teacher by profession and an ardent lover of nature by heart. | strongly believe
that our very being is always influenced and improved by observing two important facts
of life: Mother Nature and People!
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Nine Different Places Navratri is Celebrated

Archana Susarla

Navratri (nav meaning “nine”, and ratri meaning “night’) is a festival
celebrated in October for nine nights, with a different event happening each
night. On the tenth day, Durga defeated the demon Mahisasur. This day
known as Vijayadashmi means day of “triumph”. During Navratri, people sing
and dance. Each state in India, celebrates Navratriin a different way. Navratri
is a big festival in Gujarat, Bengal, Assam, Dehli, Punjab, Tamilnadu, Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana, Karnataka, and Kerala (9 Different Ways Navratri is
Celebrated, 2016).

|. Gujarat- Navratri is a big festival in Gujarat, in Western India. People wear colorful costumes and perform
the Garba dance around Goddess Durga, using dandiya sticks. In addition, they do puja to Goddess Durga
and fast for nine days (9 Different Ways Navratri is Celebrated, 2016).

Il. Bengal and Assam- Saptami, Ashtami, and Navami are the last three days of Navratri and Dashami is the
tenth day. These four days are widely celebrated in Bengal and Assam, both which are in Eastern India.
However, people do not fast in these states. On the contrary, they have big feasts. People make idols of
Goddess Durga. In Bengal and Assam, Durga Puja is bigger than Ganesh Puja (9 Different Ways Navratri
is Celebrated, 2016).

lll. Delhi- Navratri and Durga Puja are combined in Dehli, the capital of India. Dehli which has a large
population of Bengali's, has Ramlila performances. People have stage shows and display Ram’s life. On
Vijay Dashami, Statues of Ravana are burnt (9 Different Ways Navratri is Celebrated, 2016).

IV. Punjab- In Punjab, Navratri is celebrated by fasting, instead of singing and dancing. The first seven days
of Navratri are celebrated with pujas and fasting. People chant hymns all night and sing devotional songs.
Fasting stops on either the eighth or ninth day or the nine forms of Durga are worshipped by nine girls (9
Different Ways Navratri is Celebrated, 2016).

V. Tamilnadu- In Tamilnadu, Saraswati, Lakshmi, and Durga are the three primary goddesses worshipped
during Navratri. Married women invite other married women and pray that their husbands live long lives.
Unmarried women pray for matches. Part of the celebrations in Tamilnadu include Gold, an arrangement of
nine stairs, each which represents each day of Navratri. People place goddesses on the stairs and worship
them for nine days. After Vijayadashami, the gods are placed in the nearest body of water (9 Different Ways

Navratri is Celebrated, 2016).

VI. Andhra Pradesh and Telangana- During Navratri, Andhra Pradesh and Telangana celebrate Bathukamma
Panduga. The name Bathukamma Panduga comes from the word Bathukamma. In Telugu, Bathu means
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‘life” and “amma” means “mother”. Bathukamma Panduga begins on the day of Mahalaya Ammavasya and
the festivities end on Ashwayuja Ashtami. The rest of India refers to this festival as Durgashtami, which falls
two days before Dussehara. Boddemma, which is celebrated after Bathukamma, is a seven-day festival
marking end of the Monsoon in this region. Bathukamma refers to a beautiful flower stack, arranged with
unique seasonal flowers (9 Different Ways Navratri is Celebrated, 2016). Most of the seasonal flowers are
arranged in seven layers in the shape of Temple Gopuram and have medicinal value. Goddess Durga is
celebrated in the form of Bathukamma, the patron goddess of womanhood. Navratri is more of a feminine
festival as women dress in saris. On Vijayadashmi, Bathukamma'’s are put in water as a sign of farewell (9
Different Ways Navratri is Celebrated, 2016).

VII. Karnataka- In Karnataka, Navaratri and Vijayadashmi are very important festivals. Mysore (originally
called Mysuru), a city in Karnataka, is blessed with the biggest and grandest festivals. Beginning in 1600’s,
the Wodeyars (rulers of the region) began using the festival as a display of power. Durga is very special in
Mysore because Mahishasura is from this city. Mysore Palace, Mysore’s most famous landmark, lights up
during Navratri, and ends with a grand procession on Vijayadashmi (9 Different Ways Navratri is Celebrated,
2016).

VIII. Kerala- Kerala is the most literate state in India and they celebrate Navratri by encouraging children to
educate themselves on the last three days of the festival. The last three days of Navratri are known as
Ashtami, Navami, and Dashami. Education is a priority for people who live in Kerala and they worship
Goddess Saraswati, who grants them knowledge and wisdom (9 Different Ways Navratri is Celebrated,
2016).

IX. During Navratri, Himachali’'s (people from Himachal Pradesh) visit relatives and friends. The Hidimba
Temple in Kullu attracts hundreds of devotees during Navratri. There are large processions honoring the
deities of Hidimba that start in Kulu and end in Dhalpur on Vijayadashami (9 Different Ways Navratri is
Celebrated, 2016).

Navratri is celebrated in several parts of India in very grand ways. Each state different traditions, clothes,
and food adding to the festivities of Navratri (9 Different Ways Navratri is Celebrated, 2016).

References
Nine Different Places that Navratri is celebrated (2016).

http://www.makemytrip.com/blod/navratri_celebrations. Published: October 8, 2016. Retrieved June 28. 2017.
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It's All about Puffins
Pradipta Chatterji

| have always had considerable curiosity about exotic animals and birds but that never led me into anything
more than reading books on unusual and interesting creatures, like penguins in the artic, the extinct Dodo
birds from Mauritius Islands and similar other species until | visited Reykjavik, the capital of Iceland. We
went to Iceland for my husband Manas’s conference on disaster management. Iceland is prone to natural
disaster because of its location, making it continuously geothermally active. It has
30 active volcanic systems including approximately 130 volcanoes within 4 volcanic
zones. However Iceland also has other attractions that are even more alive than
volcanoes, Blue lagoons and geysers.....and that are their Puffin Islands. Puffins
are rare birds seen only in countries near the arctic.

Iceland is the temporary home for about 60 percent of the world's Atlantic puffins.
Iceland’s puffins are the Atlantic puffins from North Atlantic Ocean. Atlantic puffins
spend most of their lives in sea but come to land to breed and nest in Iceland between
early April and September every year. Icelanders call the Puffin bird Lundi. Total
population of puffins are 8 to 10 million in Iceland.

These stocky and short birds are black and white in color like the
Penguins, but they are from different families. Puffins are sea birds, they
paddle along on the surface and dive underwater if they spot prey. They
rest on sea-waves when not swimming. Puffins can stand upright on land,
their body is made for swimming and diving and they can also fly. These
birds spend most of their lives in water coming up once a year to raise only
one chick.

An adult puffin’s bill changes color in the mating

season, becoming orange or bright yellow. The
feathers around their bills also look different. The beak loses brightness during the
winter but blooms into bright orange color in the springtime- possibly to attract =™
potential mates. :

Puffins have the ability to catch and dangle many fish in their beaks at the same
time as they have spines in their tongues and roofs of their mouths. They feed on
herring and sand eels. They are not only good swimmers but can also flap their
wings very fast up to 400 times every minute thus reaching speeds of 80 km an
hour.

One doesn't need to even travel far from Reykjavik, the capital of Iceland, to see puffins. Lundey and
Akurey are two small islands located in the Reykjavik bay area, these islands are rocky with small cliffs and
slopes and have vibrant birdlife. A short boat ride from the old harbor of Reykjavik took us to Lundey and
Akurey which are home to several thousands of the Icelandic Puffins. Lundy is just 5 minutes sailing from
Reykjavik, has a puffin colony of 20,000 birds. Only about a half-mile off Reykjavik in the Kollafjordur fjord
is Akurey Island, another Puffin Island, housing the largest puffin colony of the fjord’s six islands, and many
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other native birds as well. Depending on the tides and conditions on the islands the captain decides each
morning which island to sail towards.

The tour boats are especially designed to go as close as possible to
these islands’ rocky shores. Due to their shallow draught, upon arrival
the engine is turned off, and binoculars are provided to allow
passengers to observe the birds and the beautiful surroundings.

These uninhabited islands offer the rich birdlife their own territory, and
tranquility. It is not possible to go onshore and watch the birds, but

one can see the place, where the puffins make their burrows.

The puffins nest in the same site to breed year after year, laying a single egg in late April or early May and
then feeding the fledgling for a month or two before deserting the nest.

The Atlantic Puffin is both fascinating and unusual. There are many reason
why locals, artists and tourists alike are attracted by these brilliantly shaded

seabirds.

puffin

Puffins make their burrows by digging into dirt by
their beaks and their feet. The little puffin birds nest
on the island in the burrows they dig for safety and
warmth. Their burrows are about as long as an
adult human’s arm. These islands are rocky and full
of steep cliffs making perfect construction site for
puffins.

Afeware
here

However we're only able to spot a few puffins
here and there even with our binoculars, and it was quite difficult to take any
pictures while they were floating on the ocean as they continued to fly away
quickly. Possibly they wanted to avoid the trespassers. Similarly we searched
throughout their private island with our zoomed camera lenses but was able to
locate only a few of them.

As we bade goodbye to this beautiful land, | was overcome with the feeling that we humans are intruding
into the private space of these diverse life forms for our own curiosity and commercial gains. Beauty is
often spoiled by touch, and it may be best to leave nature’s creations to flourish in their native glory.

§ hobby.

Pradipta Chatterji lives in Vestal, NY and works in the field of mental health, writing is her
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Greater Binghamton Bengali Association: 2017

Committees Participating Members

Finance Utpal Roychowdhury, Dilip Hari, Pranab Datta, Samir Biswas.

Subilicity Utpal Roychowdhury, Pranab Datta, Dilip Hari, Samir Biswas, Ashim
Datta, Parveen Paul, Aniruddha Banerjee, Manas Chatterji.

Fuja Magazine Pradipta Chatterji, Utpal Roychowdhury, Sayak Sengupta, Ashim Datta.

Fuja Uyojen Amol Banerjee (Priest), Aniruddha Banerjee, Vaswati Biswas, Damayanti
Ghosh, Anasua Datta, Sheema Roychowdhury, Pradipta Chatterji, Shamla
Chebolu, Radha Punjabi, Abha Banerjee, Maitrayee Ganguly, Dipa
Dasgupta, Sonal Srivastava.

FPuasad & Bhog Vaswati Biswas, Damayanti Ghosh, Pradipta Chatterji, Sheema
Roychowdhury, Shamla Chebolu.

Decoration Ashish Srivastava, Satyajit Kulkarni, VVaswati Biswas, Dipa Dasgupta,
Parveen Paul.

Lunch & Dinner Subal Kumbhakar, Dilip Hari, Aniruddha Banerjee, Ashim Datta.

Pnatima Transfern Samir Biswas, Aniruddha Banerjee, Ashish Srivastava, Satyajit Kulkarni.

Local (ntist Utpal Roychowdhury, Aniruddha Banerjee.

Cultural Program

Jnvited (ntist Dilip Hari.

Cultural Program

Uudic Visual Setup | John Kanazawich, Ashish Srivastava.

Fall management | Samir Biswas, Dilip Hari, Sheema Roychowdhury, Maitrayee Ganguly.

Reception Utpal Roychowdhury, Samir Biswas.

Cross Functicnal Utpal Roychowdhury, Pranab Datta, Dilip Hari, Samir Biswas.

Coardinati

Patwons & Donors

Manas Chatterji, Kanad & Indrani Ghosh, Subimal & Sudipta Chatterjee,
Hiren & Dipali Banerjee, Sumit & Sudeshna Ray.

93 | & 5838




Greater Binghamton Bengali Association: 2017

Saturday, September 23, 2017

Durga Puja Programs

Morning Session:

8:00 AM -12:30 PM Puja (Pushpanjali at 12:15 PM)

12:30 PM - 12.45 PM Prasad

1:00 PM - 2:00 PM Vegetarian Lunch

2:00 PM - 2:30 PM Dashami Puja + Pushpanjali + Bisharjan

2:30 PM - 3:00 PM Sindoor Utsab + Bijoya + Dhak

3:00 PM - 6:00 PM | Break (volunteers assemble in ICC at 5:45 PM) |

Evening Session:

6:00 PM - 6:30 PM Sandhya Aarti + Dhunuchi Dance

6:35 PM - 7:15 PM Local Talent Showcase — Youngsters
7:15 PM - 7:50 PM Local Talent Showcase - Adults

8:00 PM — 9:00 PM Dinner

9:10 PM -11:40 PM Invited Artists (Shreyasi Bhattacharya)
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Greater Binghamton Bengali Association: 2017
Durga Puja Programs: Saturday, September 23, 2017

Morning Session:

8:.00 AM EUL
37 Puspanjali at 12:15
PM

12:30 PM

Prasad

Vegetarian Lunch

Dashami Puja +
Puspanjali +
Bisharjan

Sindoor Utsab +
Bijoya + Dhak

Shreyasi Bhattacharya
Sa Re Ga Ma - 2009
Second Runner Up

3:00 PM ~
6:00 PM

S T Sandhya Aarti +
S0 Dhunuchi Dance

Local Talent
Showcase -
Youngsters

Local Talent
Showcase - Adults

Dinner

Invited Artist
(Shreyasi
Bhattacharya)

Puja Contribution:*
$20 per person (Moming Session: Puja+ Lunch),  $30 per person (Evening Session: Dinner+ Entertainment); $40 per person (Entire Pregram)
Patrons: $300/family, Donors: $100/family $10 Full time student Free admission for children (18 years or less)
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