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UNIT VIII (1945-1980) Ch. 26 Student Outline – TRUMAN AND THE COLD WAR  

Summarize, do not quote exact wording: 
 

1. Explain why the American economy did not suffer the same fate that it had after the post WWI 
boom that led to the Great Depression when WWII ended - 

 
 
 

2. Explain how the GI Bill attributed to the US achieving the highest standard of living enjoyed in 
history - 

 
 
 

3. Describe what is meant by the term “baby boom” -  
 
 
 

4. Describe the factors that led to the growth of the suburbs (shout out to Weston!) during the 
1950s -  

a. Describe the effect this had on urban environments - 
 
 
 

5. Describe how the population shift from the northern states to the sunbelt states changed the 
political power of the sunbelt -  
 
 
 

6. Describe how each of the following illustrates a roadblock for President Truman’s attempts to 
continue New Dealesque policies: 

a. Employment Act of 1946 –  
 
 
 

b. Inflation and strikes –  
 
 
 

c. Civil Rights – 
 
 
 

d. The election of the Eightieth Congress –  
 
 
 

e. Taft-Hartley Act –  
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7. Explain why the democratic party fractioned off in the election of 1948.  Identify the main 

candidates for both the democrats and republican parties -  
 
 
 

 

 
8. Describe how Truman’s Fair Deal programs reflected much of the philosophy behind the New 

Deal programs that came before them -  
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9. Define the Cold War –  

 
 

10. Describe the long-term causes that attributed to the distrustful and hostile relationship between 
the US and the Soviet Union - 

 
 

11. Describe the purpose of the following entities: 
a. The UN Security Council –  

 
 

b. World Bank –  
 

12. Describe how the Soviet “takeover” of Eastern European states undermined multi-national 
agreements made during WWII - 

 
 

13. Describe the differences in the ways Germany was dealt with after the war was over – 
 
 

14. Describe what was meant by the eternal words expressed by PM Winston Churchill that “an iron 
curtain has descended across the continent.” 

 
 

15. Describe each of the following as reactions to the spread of communism: 
a. The Truman Doctrine –  

 
 

b. The Marshall Plan –  
 



NAME:  DATE: PERIOD: 
c. The Berlin Airlift –  

 
 

d. US joining NATO –  
 
 

e. National Security Act –  
 
 

f. Arms race –  
16. Describe the relationship between the US and each of the following during the Cold War: 

a. Japan –  
 
 
b. The Philippines –  

 
 

c. China (focus on the “loss of China”) –  
 
 

17. Describe the context for US involvement in the Korean War. 
 
 

18. Why did Truman fire MacArthur? 
 

19. Describe how the Korean War ended and the political consequences for Truman and the 
Democratic Party. 

 
 
 

20. Describe how each of the following illustrate the Second Red Scare: 
a. The Smith Act –  

 
 

b. McCarran Internal Security Act –  
 
 

c. HUAC –  
 
 
 

d. Hiss Case –  
 
 
 

e. Rosenberg Case –  
 
 
 

f. McCarthyism –  
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Please answer Short Answer #3 in the space below: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


