FOREWORD

As the years passed it became more imperative that

we should preserve the astonishing antics of Waldron High
School Speech 201. We could not stand "1dly by" and allow
those "immortal words" of the Joes and Johns, the Marys and
Marthas, or the Davids and Dianas to fade into the shadows
of oblivion. So the time-worn teacher decided to select as
many quotations as possible from the speeches, class plays,
and "adventures" of the approximately 900 remarksble young
adults who "took" speech between the years 1947-1977. (He
also included some reminiscenses from his other language
classes because they had their share of oral communication
Starting in 1938.)

Consequently it should be apparent that no other oral
similar organization can quite match Speech 201 in colorful
dialogue, vigorous variety, emotional excltement, or just
Pure enjoyment. So this volume is meant Eo bewa bribute to
the best speakers in the "entire system, " :

Therefore, to these endeavors we. invoke the assistance
of “CheSSplindit: 6f 0@l Communication that he may inspire us

to remember with pleasure and nostalgia the maturing times
that we shared in Roon 20,

INTHODUCTION

"You may say anything you wish as long as it is the
truth as you see it and as long as it is socially acceptable,
but remember - everyone else has the same right so he, too,
Wlll be heard, and we must listen Tespectfully; moreover,
each one of us must assume responsibility for our words and
actions; whatever we say, 1f we so desire, will not be re-~
beated beyond these classroom doers." “With this philosophy
each speech class session began. Our classes stressed work

and free listening (excepting the times of hilarious and
friendly Pandemonium) - and even that seemed to be constructive.
We tried to have no Soclal levels - we endeavored to treat
each person as one of God's equal creatures in order to develop
him or her into the best possible individual - and to a notice-
able extent we succeeded. Even the teacher recelved his share
of sincere criticism, growth, and hard work.

At times the following statement appeared on our clagss
Play programs: "Speech Class policy for years has insisted
that all Seniors who choose may be and should be included in
at least one stage play 1n contrast to the Very prevalent high
school practice of choosing only the few and only the "best"
after try-outs. At Waldron, for the past years, there have
been no try-outs and no "best" prospects. Here we write our
own play trying to create Parts for each class member. So,
if a cast of 47 seenms unwieldly and the Story appears to be
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nwayout" and the comedy somewhat "hammy", just remember that
our PRIMAKY purpose then 1s to create a training experience
for ALL - not just the elite. Our secondary purpose then 1is
to entertain. Past yesrs have proved our policy; likewlse,
we hope this year's performance will be rewarding and enter-
taining. Although our acoustics, seating, lighting,
stage equlirment, amnplification, dressing rooms, rehearsal
opportunities, and general conditions are unsatisfactory, we
do apprecliate working with the "best" teenagers and playing
before the "best" audlences. So thanks for your interest and
encouragement,"

During and following public performances, parents and
friends fraquently commented - "I didn't know she (or he)
could act or perform 1like thatt" The answer - "Untll now
perhaps they never had the opportunity to develop their skills
andr ablliiziesa! '

We remember with a full spectrum of emotion the smiles -
laughter - pathos - ecstasy - anger - sympathy - pride =
sportemanship - Sleowcss tears - astonishment that emitted from
the podium., We would estimate that in this time space Room
201 echoed with approxiuately 21,650 speeches in the "you-name-
it'categories. The speech class membership included some 900
individuals averaging abtout 26 per year; the largest class was
52 in 1969 and the smallest 12 in 1974 after the adminlistratlion
and school board instituted policies that weakened the school
curriculum, but improvements overcame the handicap and agaln
the enrollment reached 29 in 1976 and 36 e LS

In this book we are relating primarily the story of Ethe
Waldron High School class plays including casts of characters,
exerpts from some of the plays and related references; =also
we have included quotatilons from some of the actual speeches.
We regret that wel could not include all the interesting words
that we have kept through the years, but that would have meant
copyine: sl ewof typed pages over three feet thick - a real,
live encyclopedial

The Speech Appraisal, used in each assignment, rated the
speaker on a scale of 0 - O0idn: each of Ghe following categorles:
introduction, clarity of purpose, choice of words, bodily action
and gestures and posture, eye contact and faclal expression,
vocal exvression, desire to be understood, poise and self con-
trol, adapting material to audience, organization of material,
and conclusion.

Each speech required an outline which included the follow-
g o Constlieds 2 neat, complete sentence outline on this sheet
and hand it to your instructer when you rise to speak. He may
wish to write criticism . Type of speech - Number of words in
outline - Name - Date - Purpose of this speech - TITLE -
INTRODUCTION - BODY - CONCLUSION - Write sources of information
on. ithe baeck: of sheets ;

Some of the speeches were Personal Experience, Pet Peeve,
Reading Aloud, Bodily Action, Pantomime, Speech to Inform,
Stimulate or Arouse, Entertainment, Speech to Galn Woodwill,
Drama, Eulogy, Heckling, Sales Talk, Emotional, Anniversary,
Speech to Convince, Charades, Original Skits, Final Exam.
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