“People coming together to be The Church,
not just attend one.”
Trinity Lutheran Church is an open and inclusive
church, welcoming all who seek God.
69 Griswold Street  Hillsdale, Michigan
517-437-2647  tlchillsdale.org

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

September 6, 2020

Service of Holy Communion
9:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship

Trinity Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
WELCOME TO WORSHIP THIS MORNING! We invite you to join us regularly for worship
and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our congregational life. If you are new here, we
welcome you; if you are a member of longstanding, we celebrate your gifts and your ministry
among us. Our order of worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin.
MISSION STATEMENT - The Mission Statement of Trinity Lutheran Church is to nurture faith
through proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ by word, sacrament, deeds and loving
relationships, to ALL people.
VISION STATEMENT - As proclaimers of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Vision of Trinity
Lutheran Church is to maximize our gifts and resources to reach out with God’s love and serve the
global community.
COMMUNION PROCEDURE - The communion table of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America is open to all baptized Christians who believe that our Lord Jesus is truly present in the
forms of bread and wine. Please follow the ushers’ instructions at the time of distribution.
Children who have not yet received first communion instruction are welcome to come forward
with their families to receive a blessing.
The Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated weekly throughout the year. No one is ever
required to participate in the sacrament, but it is offered to nourish and sustain God’s people. This
is in accordance with Lutheran teaching:
Background 35A: The Church celebrates the Holy Communion frequently because the
Church needs the sacrament, the means by which the Church’s fellowship is established
and its mission as the baptized people of God is nourished and sustained. This practice
was reaffirmed in 1989 by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We continue to
need “consistent pastoral encouragement and instruction relating to Holy
Communion…pointing up Christ’s command, his promise, and our deep need.” For a
variety of historical reasons, Lutherans in various places moved away from the weekly
celebration of the sacrament.
Application 35C: Participation in the sacramental meal is by invitation, not demand. The
members of the church are encouraged to make the sacrament a frequent rather than
occasional part of their lives.
(Excerpts from: The Use of the Means of Grace, Principle 35)
OFFERING
FIRST SUNDAY: ELCA World Hunger
The offering is collected at the beginning or end of worship using the offering box provided near
the bulletins. Each week, our congregation collects a general offering for the church and our
ministries. Additionally, we collect an offering for special projects. If you would like to make a
regular gift to the church, please place it in the offering box. If you are looking to support our
special project (noted above), please place your offering in the barnyard boxes or noisy offering
buckets.
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Sunday, September 6, 2020
INTRODUCTION
Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in today's gospel are often
used in situations having to do with church discipline. The prophet Ezekiel tells of warning the
wicked to turn from their ways, and Paul reminds us that love is the fulfilling of the law. We
gather in the name of Christ, assured that he is present among us with gifts of peace and
reconciliation.
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
When participating in unison speaking or singing in worship, please speak in a quiet voice.
If you are unable to stand easily, please know that it is also permissible to remain seated.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Stand. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins.
P
C
P

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures
forever.
Amen.

C

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
Amen.

P

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.
P
C

Gracious God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves
into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion
forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have
failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live
and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

P

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your
sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that
Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.

C
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ENTRANCE HYMN

ELW #772
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Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways

GREETING
P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
C
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P
Let us pray.
O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your
help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us
toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C
Amen.
Sit
A

A reading from Ezekiel.

FIRST READING
Ezekiel 33:7-11
God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel must faithfully convey God’s
warnings to the people. Remarkably, God—who is about to attack Jerusalem—gives a warning
with the hope that repentance will make the attack unnecessary.
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So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from
my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you
shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked
shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked
to turn from their ways, and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their
iniquity, but you will have saved your life.
10
Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and our
sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” 11Say to them,
As I live, says the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked
turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will you die,
O house of Israel?
A
C

Word of God, Word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM
I desire the path of your commandments. (Ps. 119:35)

Psalm 26:1-8

33

Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes,
and I shall keep it to the end.
34
Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching;
I shall keep it with all my heart.
35
Lead me in the path of your commandments,
for that is my desire.
36
Incline my heart to your decrees
and not to unjust gain.
37
Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood;
give me life in your way.
38
Fulfill your promise to your servant,
which is for those who fear you.
39
Turn away the reproach that I dread,
because your judgments are good.
40
Behold, I long for your commandments;
by your righteousness enliven me.

A

A reading from Romans.

SECOND READING
Romans 13:8-14
The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal of the law.
Clothes make the person as we “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” and live today in light of the future
God has in store for us.
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Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the
law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not
steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love
your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of
the law.
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Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far gone,
the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us
live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make
no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.
A
C

Word of God, Word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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Stand
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
P
Alleluia.
C
Alleluia. In Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, entrusting the message
of reconciliation to us. Alleluia.
P
C

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 18th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL
Matthew 18:15-20
Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the church as a whole—
should go about restoring relationships when one member has sinned against another.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out
the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that
one. 16But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word
may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If the member refuses to listen to
them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one
be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19Again, truly I tell
you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in
heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”
P
C

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sit
SERMON
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Stand
HYMN OF THE DAY

ELW #470
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Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether

APOSTLES’ CREED
The creed is spoken in a quiet voice by the congregation.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all
those in need.
A brief silence.
A

C
A

C
A

C

Unite your church, O God. Grant us the gifts of repentance and reconciliation. Bless the
cooperative work of churches in this community. Strengthen ecumenical partnerships;
guide the work of the Lutheran World Federation and the World Council of Churches.
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Protect your creation, O God. Teach us ways that do not harm what you have entrusted to
our care. Renew and enliven places suffering from drought, flood, storms, or pollution
(especially). Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Turn nations and leaders from ways that lead to death. Shape new paths toward peace and
cooperation, teaching us to recognize one another as neighbors. Guide legislators, civil
servants, judges, and police toward laws that protect the well-being of all. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
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A

C
A

C

Tend to all in need of your compassion. Hear the cries of those awaiting justice and those
yearning for forgiveness. Give community to the lonely and neighbors to the outcast.
Shelter all who are vulnerable in body, mind, or spirit (especially). Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Sustain us in our work, O God, and give work to those who need it. Shape societies to
ensure fair treatment for all who labor. Help us to love our neighbors in and through our
work. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

A prayer for Labor Day:
A
Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ dignified our labor by sharing our toil. Guide us
with your justice in the workplace, so that we may never value things above people, or
surrender honor to love of gain or lust for power. Prosper all efforts to put an end to work
that brings no joy, and teach us how to govern the ways of business to the harm of none
and for the sake of the common good; Lord, in your mercy,
C
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
A

C
P
C

We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in faith. As you equipped them,
equip us with your protection and power, until with them we see your salvation. Lord, in
your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING AND SANCTUS
P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
P
C

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to
us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.

C
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
LORD'S PRAYER
P
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who
trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Sit
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION ELEMENTS
Ushers will distribute communion elements to each individual as they remain in their seats.
Please hold out a flat, open hand to receive the cups. Gluten-free communion wafers and grape
juice are available upon request. Simply tell the usher as communion is distributed.
Please do not consume the elements until instructed to do so after the elements have been
distributed to the entire congregation.
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Those receiving communion may remove their masks.
P
C

The body of Christ, given for you.
All those receiving communion may remove their masks and are invited to consume the
bread.

P
C

The blood of Christ, shed for you.
All those receiving communion are invited to consume the wine or grape juice.

After you have received communion, please put your mask back on.
BLESSING ESPECIALLY FOR THOSE WHO DO NOT RECEIVE COMMUNION
Parents or family members may choose to make the sign of the cross on the foreheads of children
or individuals in their family group that do not receive communion.
P
C

The Lord bless you and keep you as beloved children of God. Jesus loves you.
Amen.

Stand
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
P
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C
Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A
God of the welcome table, in this meal we have feasted on your goodness and have been
united by your presence among us. Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts so
that we may share your neighborly love with all, through Jesus Christ, the giver of
abundant life.
C
Amen.
BLESSING
P
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
C
Amen.

12

SENDING HYMN

ELW #836
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Joyful, Joy We Adore Thee

DISMISSAL
A
Go in peace. Share the good news.
C
Thanks be to God.

SERVING AT TRINITY
Ministers: Every member of the congregation Council President: Carol Knoch
Pastor: Rev. Jessica Hahn
Vice-President: Suzanne Langston
Piano/Keyboard: Paul Lucas
Treasurer: Kristin Lucas
Parish Secretary: Lizabeth Taylor
Secretary: Amy Otterbein
Council Members: Diane Draper, Norma Ludlow, Chris McNamara, Brad Otterbein,
Gene Stockford-Shively, and Tom Walworth.
SERVING TODAY:
9:30 AM
Assisting Minister: Amy Otterbein
Ushers: Tom Stockford-Shively, Chris McNamara
BOTH SERVICES
Altar Guild: Tom Stockford-Shively
Offering Counters: Chris McNamara, Norma Ludlow
FLOWERS -- The flowers today are given to the glory of God.

The music in this bulletin is reprinted with permission
under Annual License A-727368 from OneLicense.net.
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