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For creative, analytical types looking to develop and express their artistic skills, a degree in graphic design can be the start of a fulfilling career.
However, there are several factors that should be weighed, such as the various types of graphic design schools and programs, how to select the
best program to fit individual needs and possible career opportunities available upon graduation. This guide will provide the hard facts, along with



insights from graphic designers and graphic design instructors, to help you make the best decision. There are a variety of graphic design schools
and programs, ranging from programs in vocational schools and art schools to community colleges and four-year schools.

Graphic design programs should equip students with the skills they need to create artwork by hand, use computer software to create text, and
design and manipulate images. In addition, students learn the fundamental principles of design. Upon completion of a graphic arts program, graphic
designers might be employed to create a range of materials, which can include tasks like drawing comic book sequences, creating text and images
for the movie and TV industries, creating websites, designing logos and creating product packaging. They may also end up designing T-shirts,
billboards and just about every other object that contains words, photos or other images. A graphic design degree can lead to such careers as art
director, video game developer or special effects artist.

Vocational schools usually culminate in a diploma in graphic design. These schools are designed to quickly help students get the training they need
to pursue a job. With programs ranging from two semesters to a year, students learn the history of graphic design, the fundamentals of design and
theories of color. They also learn how to use Photoshop and other computer programs to manipulate images and create graphics for different
formats such as print, TV and web.

The program usually do not offer much in the way of general subjects, like English or math and students usually need a high school diploma to
enroll, though this is not always a requirement. Art schools teach in-depth graphic design concepts, while creating an environment that that fosters
innovation and problem solving through the development of critical thinking skills. Students in art schools should learn other aspects of the graphic
design business, including effective marketing strategies, entrepreneurial principle and small business ownership, and how to leverage their artistic
creations to spur cultural change. Students generally need a high school diploma to gain acceptance into art school. A community college offers a
more extensive graphic design program than students would typically receive at a vocational school; however, the graphic design program is not as
intensive as it would be at an art school. A community college usually offers programs leading to a certificate or an associate degree, with programs
may ranging from a few semesters to two years.

An associate degree at a community college usually requires students to take courses in other subjects, such as English or math. In addition,
applicants typically need a high school diploma. A graphic design program at a four-year university or college is much more intensive than a
program at a vocational school or community college. A 4-year university has a greater emphasis on the academic side of studies, and for the first
two years of study, students are required to take several classes in such subjects as math, English and philosophy along with graphic design
courses.

The last two years are more focused on graphic design and concentrate on designing in 2D and 3D, animation, digital imaging and digital video.
Students who have an associate degree from an accredited graphic design program can usually apply those credits toward graduation from a four-
year school. The supporting data comes from reputable sources including the schools themselves. We focus our rankings on accredited and not-
for-profit institutions. Our data analysis team and higher education experts have worked together to create a scoring system that includes key
qualitative and quantitative measures.

The data attributes are then weighted based on relevance. These factors are assembled for each school and rated using a peer-based-value PBV
calculation. PBV compares the cost of a program to the cost of other programs with the same or similar qualitative score and cost. PBV denotes
the overall value or "bang for your buck" of a college or degree program. Many schools now offer graphic design programs that allow students to
learn from experienced instructors who can teach them about the industry-specific standards and strategies. To help students sift through all of the
available options, we have found the best graphic design schools and colleges in the country by weighing important factors such as cost of
enrollment, class size and resources available for students. See who made the cut for our list below. Rhode Island School of Design in Providence
started in Currently, more than 2, students attend this private university.

These candidates benefit from an interactive 9-to-1 student-to-faculty ratio and classes with an average of 14 learners. Nearly 30, candidates
possess RISD alumni status. RISD offers a top bachelor of fine arts in graphic design that learners can complete in four years. This program
emphasizes technical and aesthetic concepts of graphic design for creating projects that reflect client needs.

The department also encourages learners to build unique styles for careers as freelance artists and business owners. Required courses include
drawing, spatial dynamics, and typography. Students can also complete several design-related electives and studios. Assignments for these courses
incorporate different media and methods, such as print and magazine development. Enrollees can also use the school's Design Center for this
coursework, which includes tools for traditional and digital graphic design.

Each candidate can also complete an internship and submit an extensive capstone project to graduate. Each applicant must provide a portfolio with
at least 12 work samples, artistic responses to prompts, and writing examples. RISD students can visit the school's museum for events and lectures
on different artistic concepts. The museum also offers resources, such as videos on art history and creative expression; it also provides research
fellowships. The Newbury Biblical Institute launched in , which would become the initial school for Boston University.

This private school in Massachusetts now boasts more than 35, learners and ranks among the top national universities, best colleges for veterans,
best value schools, and most innovative schools, according to the U. Its School of Visual Arts delivers a bachelor of fine arts in graphic design that
requires credits.

Students can complete courses in tiers, beginning with foundation courses, such as drawing, painting, and sculpture. Second-year courses
concentrate on principles of graphic design and include extended studio experiences. Juniors can study audience assessment to construct projects
for unique company needs.

For senior theses, students apply their individual styles and strategies to modern graphic design concepts. Throughout the program, learners can



also complete electives that reflect their professional goals or personal preferences. The department requires several projects, with different levels
of personal creativity, and it boasts faculty with great professional connections. Faculty can then can connect students with career opportunities.
BU also encourages learners to engage with graphic design organizations. Individuals in the School of Visual Arts can also interact with the
university's other schools and colleges. In particular, graphic design students may work with communication, computing, and business departments
for projects and assignments.

Graphic design students can also build knowledge and experiences outside of classrooms. Additionally, the College of Fine Arts provides art
galleries where students can participate in exhibit-building. This institution currently boasts approximately 10, students from nations and is
accredited by the Middle States Commission on Higher Education.

This degree requires credits, with classes that explore typography, imaging, and design history. The curriculum also includes studios, lectures, and
seminars. Learners can take elective courses that relate to their personal interests. For this program, candidates can explore various types of
graphic design, such as motion graphics, advertisements, and brands. Learners may also complete internships that involve other departments or
organizations outside of the school.

The department prioritizes research and communication skills. All students must complete a senior thesis. Each applicant must provide a portfolio
of at least eight projects and a statement that addresses program interest. Students may transfer half of their program requirements from other
colleges or universities. Often, learners can finish this degree in four years and then pursue The New School's master of professional studies in
communication design. Candidates may also declare relevant minors in fields such as art and design history, photography, and printmaking.
Students of the Parsons School of Design can benefit from career services, including a job portal and practice interviews. Candidates can also
attend artistic events and displays through the school, such as the yearly Parsons Festival. The University of Miami in Coral Gables, Florida started
in and welcomed its initial class of fewer than students in UM offers a bachelor of fine arts in graphic design and multimedia that prepares learners
to work in print and digital design.

Candidates may explore theoretical and aesthetic principles to develop unique styles for art pieces. The department also embraces cross-
disciplinary approaches and builds teamwork skills for group projects. The program prioritizes seven design concepts: entertainment, applied
science, video art, design and craft, cultural theory, public interaction, and painting and sculpture. Students can learn to blend these artistic
concepts for projects with specific audiences and messages. UM also offers a master of fine arts in illustration and multimedia. Bachelor's and
master's degrees require a portfolio and participation in an exhibition. Learners for both programs can access the school's work stations and labs.
Graphic design and multimedia students can showcase their projects at the UM Gallery in the Wynwood Building.

The history of the California Institute of the Arts dates back to after Walt Disney imagined an art institution that embraced multiple fields. CalArts
officially started in This private school educated more than 1, learners in fall and awarded nearly degrees for the school year, including bachelor of
fine arts degrees. The School of Art offers a bachelor of fine arts in graphic design that prioritizes technical knowledge, artistic theory, and personal
style across different media.

For instance, the program explores design concepts for books, film graphics, and branding through courses such as skills for visualization, design
issues, typography, and digital photography. Classes often include group conversations and appraisals of artistic pieces and concepts. The School
of Art also offers a digital arts minor for further field credentials. A candidate can graduate with a graphic design bachelor's in four years but must
complete several workshops and a graduate portfolio review. After graduating, individuals can pursue the school's master of fine arts in graphic
design or find work as artists, educators, and field historians.

Resources include hour studios and a blog regarding relevant topics in the field. Candidates can also participate in CalArts events, such as an
annual print fair and a t-Shirt show. CalArts also provides extended studies opportunities for multiple types of art, including graphic design, visual
art, animation, and film and video. Pratt Institute began in as one of the few U. Today, this private school in New York boasts campuses in
Brooklyn, Utica, and Manhattan to educate more than 4, learners.

Students can pursue Pratt's four-year bachelor of fine arts in communications design. This degree trains learners to consider their audiences and
intended messages to create clear designs in storytelling. The department introduces candidates to emerging media and technological tools for art
projects. The curriculum also hones communication skills for building projects in groups and unveiling final products to clients and audiences.
Candidates can explore social contexts for art design, as well as the field's history. Learners can choose focuses in graphic design, illustration, and
advertising art direction. The graphic design emphasis addresses topics such as typography, film graphics, publishing, and product usability through
classes like digital prototyping and themes in art and culture.

Candidates may also complete labs, studios, projects, and internships for this degree. Graduates can consider related master's programs from
Pratt, including creative arts therapy, fine arts, and digital arts and animation. Pratt helps learners study abroad in areas such as Berlin and Rome.
The school also offers art-related events, such as awards exhibitions, through the Pratt Manhattan Gallery and the Rubelle and Norman Schafler
Gallery. Located in Orange, California, Chapman University started in and currently boasts approximately 50, alumni, more than 8, students, and
over student groups. Specifically, Chapman ranks at 40th for best value schools, fifth for regional universities in the West, and third for most
innovative schools. The institution offers one of the best graphic design degrees through the Wilkinson College of Arts, Humanities, and Social
Sciences.

This bachelor of fine arts in graphic design prioritizes techniques and individual styles for designing digital and print projects. Specific courses
include book arts, four-dimensional design, visualization, web design, color, and branding and advertising design. Candidates may also explore the
history of graphic design and learn to build projects that cater to audience, purpose, and project regulations. Other emphasized skills include
research and communication, along with self-reflection and assessment for project critiques. The curriculum also involves an internship and a
graphic design portfolio. Forty-two percent of Chapman students participate in study abroad experiences.



For this program, students can enroll in Graphic Design , which includes design experience in London. The department also provides the
Commpost magazine that updates readers on faculty, student, and graduate accomplishments. Students can access Commpost online. Candidates
can also connect with the school's Digital Arts Club. The University of Southern California welcomed its first class of 53 learners in USC awarded
more than 15, degrees in June and currently boasts nearly ,00 alumni. The U. This school offers a bachelor of fine arts in design that builds
research and artistic skills related to different media. This program involves explorations of two-dimensional and three-dimensional artistry, along
with workshops, seminars, internships, and a thesis project.

The department also relates graphic design topics to various disciplines and offers minors in fields such as advertising, communication, and
business. Bachelor's admission requires a portfolio with at least 10 original pieces, a declaration of artistic philosophy, and an overview of relevant
experiences. Candidates can complete the degree in four years. The Roski School of Art and Design offers study abroad opportunities in England,
Australia, Italy, and South Africa, along with prizes and fellowships for areas such as drawing and photography. Ringling College of Art and Design
started in and currently boasts around 16, students who learn through an interactive to-1 student-to-faculty ratio. Degree-seekers can pursue
Ringling College's bachelor of fine arts in graphic design that examines various media, including two-dimensional and three-dimensional options.
Candidates study the graphic design process, including material and technique selection.

Students learn to consider purpose and audience and to interact with individuals from other fields, such as illustrators and copywriters. Learners
can choose from interactive design, packaging, and branding specializations, though the department does not require a focus. Candidates can also
declare a minor to personalize the degree. Relevant minors include film studies, art history, visual development, and photography and imaging.
Notable graphic design alumni include art designers, product designers, visual designers, and creative assistants for companies such as
Nickelodeon, Instagram, Facebook, and Walt Disney Imagineering. The department also welcomes graphic designers who can share expertise
through guest lectures and at events. A student earning a graphic design degree can use the school's Design Center and assist with constructing the
college viewbook. The institution's Collaboratory Commitment provides all degree-seekers with in-field learning opportunities, and the Career
Services Center directs candidates on obtaining internships.

Additional assistance from the Career Services Center includes professional coaching and workshops that address career enhancement. George
Washington University in Washington D. Today, this private institution includes 10 colleges and schools, 15 honors societies, and over student
groups. Enrollment exceeds 26, and represents over nations. The Corcoran School of the Arts and Design delivers a bachelor of fine arts in
graphic design that requires credits. The program addresses technology and aesthetics for building designs that reflect their purposes and
audiences. Learners can explore concepts such as branding, typography, motion graphics, and publication styles for business and cultural needs.
Candidates can take classes such as design fundamentals, art history, and digital media culture, along with completing studio components that
address drawing, lighting, and project materials. Each degree-seeker must also complete a thesis.

This capstone requires each learner to consult a design expert, write a paper, and design a project. The department showcases these thesis
projects at its yearly NEXT showcase. Each learner pursuing this graphic design degree must provide a portfolio with at least 12 pieces for
admission. GW offers events that relate to graphic design, including information sessions. The department also delivers the Visiting Designer Series,
where professionals offer field guidance through lectures. The school's Visiting Artist opportunity may also allow learners to obtain thesis guidance
from field experts. Maryland Institute College of Art started in and currently boasts around 3, learners. Located in Baltimore, this private institution
educates students through an interactive 8-to-1 student-to-faculty ratio and holds accreditation through the Middle States Commission on Higher
Education.

MICA offers a bachelor of fine arts in graphic design that examines technical and visual elements for commercial, political, or civic projects.
Students can explore concepts such as branding, packaging, and typeface for books, websites, advertisements, films, and games. Keep your blog
up-to-date. In order to rank high on Google search engine it is vital to keep your blog entries current and interesting to the viewers, this is a great
way to be sure to continue to draw more traffic to your site which translates into more potential customers for your graphic design business.
Promote your business in a professional and friendly manner. Create business cards to hand out to potential clients. Take free desktop publishing
courses. Never agree on an assignment from a client without a binding contractual agreement guaranteeing payment for services rendered. Williams
has written several business articles for Demand Studios throughout the course of her writing career.

Share It. Get a bachelor's degree Some graphic designers can land a job without a degree or any formal training. In most cases, though, it's pretty
hard to become skilled enough in graphic design to make a living from it without studying at a high level [source: Education-portal ]. Many colleges,
universities and design schools offer various degrees in graphic design. A bachelor's degree is optimal for landing a good job, but an associate's
degree or certificate may be enough to be a graphic design assistant [source: BLS ]. Establish a broad base of skills Demands on graphic designers
can vary greatly from project to project.
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