CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS
KENTUCKY ASSOCIATION OF FSA COUNTY EMPLOYEES

(AS AMENDED)

-CONSTITUTION-

ARTICLE 1  –  NAME AND PURPOSE

 
Section  I

This association shall be known as the Kentucky 





Association of FSA County Employees, “KASCOE”.





The office of this association shall be maintained





in the city of the Secretary-Treasurer.


Section  II

The purpose and objectives of this Association shall





be to encourage and support the agricultural, educational,





economic, civic and public relations activities of the 





County FSA Offices in the State of Kentucky, to collect





information relating thereto and to use such information





for the general good without favoritism, bias or prejudice.


Section  III

To promote the welfare of Kentucky farmers and Kentucky





agriculture.


Section  IV

To cooperate with other agricultural  and civic 





organizations of the state and counties in a concentrated





effort to make the state a better place in which to live and





advance a coordinated usefulness to the counties, state and





nation.


Section  V

To cooperate with the Kentucky State FSA Committee, the




State Executive Director and his/her staff to improve FSA 





in Kentucky.


Section  VI

To strengthen the National Association of FSA Employees.


Section  VII

To be considered as, and place on an equal basis with other





Federal employees.

ARTICLE II  -  MEMBERSHIP


Section  I

To be eligible for membership in this association, a person





must be classified as an FSA employee (CO & GS), with a





permanent appointment, working at the county office level.


Section  II

He or she must show in good faith that he or she is 





interested in the purposes and objectives of this 





association.


Section  III

He or she must not be a member of an organization of 





government employees that asserts the right to strike 


                                    against the government of the United States; and during

                                                such time that he or she is a member of this association,

                                                must not become a member of an organization of

                                                government employees who asserts the right to strike

                                                against the government of the United States; nor may a

                                                member engage in a strike against the government of the





United States.


Section  IV

Retired FSA (ASCS-CFSA) County Office Employees may



                        be honorary members of the association.


Section  V

Any person who belongs to any organization which 

                                                advocates the overthrow of our constitutional form of

                                                government shall not be allowed membership in this

                                                association.

ARTICLE III  -  GOVERNMENT


Section  I

The governing body of the association shall be vested in a





board of directors consisting of twelve (12) members, of              

                                                which two (2) directors shall be elected from each 
                                                KASCOE District in the State.

ARTICLE IV  -  AMENDMENTS


Section  I

The articles and sections of this constitution may be




            amended at any regular or special meeting of the board of

                                                directors by a vote of two-thirds of the members present.

-BY-LAWS-

ARTICLE I  -  DUES


Section  I

The annual dues for membership in this association 

                                                beginning with the 1998-99 dues year, shall be 0.35 (X)

                                                grade per pay period times (X) 26 pay periods.  Associate

                                                membership dues shall be $25.00 per year.  Dues are 

                                                payable July 1 of each year.


Section  II

Any member who is in arrears one month in payment of 


                                    dues shall be suspended membership from this association

                                                and any member whose dues are in arrears for a period of





three months shall automatically cease to be a member of 

                                                such association.  Such suspended member must re-apply

                                                to the association for membership as provided in the 

                                                by-laws and constitution.

ARTICLE II  -  MEMBERSHIP


Section  I

Any person classified as a permanent employee of an FSA




            office (CO or GS), working at the county level, and

                                                interested in the objectives and purposes of this association

                                                shall be eligible to become an active member thereof, as

                                                prescribed in these by-laws.


Section  II

Upon payment of the prescribed dues, the applicant, after

                                                complying with the above membership requirements, shall

                                                be declared a member of the “Kentucky Association of 





FSA County Employees.”  The KASCOE District in which

                                                the headquarters County is located shall be the designated

                                                KASCOE District for payment of dues for combined 

                                                counties.  


Section  III

Any FSA employee with a temporary appointment, any 

                                                former county or state FSA employee, and any state,
                                                community, or county committee member would also be

                                                eligible to become an Associate Member of KASCOE.

ARTICLE III  -  MEETINGS


Section  I

There shall be at least two meetings of the Board of 





Directors of the association annually, the time and place

                                                shall be at the discretion of the Board of Directors.  A

                                                majority of the Directors shall constitute a quorum.


Section  II

Other meetings may be held at the call of the President or

 

                        at the discretion of the majority of the Board of Directors,

                                                at a place designated by the Board of Directors.


Section  III

Meetings of the executive committee may be called by the

                  


President or by written petition of the majority of the

                                                executive committee.  A majority of the executive 

                                                committee shall constitute a quorum.

Section  IV   

All meetings and official business of this association shall

                                    
be at the expense of the association.


Section  V

No proxies shall be voted or allowed to vote.  It shall be

                                                the duty of the President or Vice-President to determine

                                                whether or not a quorum is present at any regular or

                                                special meeting.

ARTICLE IV  -  ELECTION OF DIRECTORS AND OFFICERS


Section  I

All members of the board of directors shall be elected

                                                by association members in the KASCOE Districts in





Kentucky.  This election shall be by mail.  Written


                                    notice of such election shall be given by the Secretary of

                                                the Association on or about July 15th of each year.

                                             
Nominations for director and alternate direction shall be by

                                                petition, signed by at least two active KASCOE members 

                                                of the nominees respective district.  Members may sign 


                                    more than one petition.  Petitions for nominees shall be 

                                                mailed to the Secretary of the Association by August 1 of

                                                each year.





If only one nominee for director is received, only that name

                                                will appear on the ballot for director.  If only one nominee 

                                                for alternate director is received, only that name will appear 

                                                on the ballot for alternate director.  When no nominations 

                                                are received for director or alternate director, a blank ballot

                                                shall be mailed to each eligible member for a write-in for 

                                                director and/or for alternate director.  If no nominee is

                                                received by write-in for director and/or alternate director,

                                                the newly elected executive committee shall appoint a 

                                                director and/or alternate director.





Ballots for director and alternate director shall be mailed to





all active members only, by August 15th.  No ballots shall 

                                                be mailed thereafter.  All ballots shall be returned to the

                                                Secretary by September 1.  The person receiving the 

                                                highest number of votes on the directors ballot shall be 

                                                elected director.  The person receiving the highest number

                                                of votes on the alternate directors ballot shall be elected

                                                alternate director.  Tie votes shall be settled by lot by the





Executive Board.  The elected board shall take office on





September 15th of each year.

Section  II

KASCOE Redistricting – On May 14, 1998, at the





KASCOE directors’ meeting held in Hart County, the



                        KASCOE directors voted to significantly change the





makeup of the KASCOE board of directors.  They voted



                     
to reduce the number of districts from 10 to 6, with a 





CED and a PT Director from each district.





KASCOE Director Election – Beginning with the 1998

election, KASCOE will have a CED and a PT election in

                                                each of the new districts.  Both the person being nominated

                                                and the person nominating must be paid members of 

                                                KASCOE.  Any paid members can nominate any other paid

                                                member within their district for either CED or PT Director





or CED or PT Alternate Director.  





A map of Kentucky showing counties and the locations of

                                                such counties in KASCOE district, also the number 




            assigned to each KASCOE district, also the counties in

                                                each district by county name, to be included in the form of

         



Exhibit 1 (Kentucky Map) and Exhibit 2 (list of counties 

                                                and in respective districts as numbered).

  





Term of Office – Beginning with the 1998 election, all
                                                districts will hold an election every two (2) years.  





Previously, the election was held each year, alternating 

                                                between the odd and even districts.  The term of office for a

                                                director is still two (2) years.  The change is in the election

                                                procedure and the election of officers.  The directors will                                                 
                                                elect officers for a two (2) year period the first meeting 
                                                after the newly elected directors assume office.  The 
                                                directors take office September 15 of the year elected.     


Section  III

The Board of Directors so elected in the manner prescribed

                                                above, shall elect a president, vice-president and secretary-

                                                treasurer at the first meeting after the directors assume 

                                                office.  The officers so elected shall be from the 

                                                memberships on the Board, with the exception of the 

                                                secretary-treasurer, and shall serve on the executive 

                                                committee.  In the district from which the President is

                                                elected, the alternate director shall, therefore, become 

                                                director to represent the membership from that district.





In case the vice-president is seated as president, the

alternate director from that district shall, therefore, become

                                                seated as director.  The manner of election of officers shall 

                                                be prescribed by the board of directors.


Section  IV

Office of President and Vice President shall not be

                                                eligible to serve for the same office for more than one (1)

                                                consecutive two (2) year term.  The directors will elect

                                                officers for a two (2) year period the first meeting after the

                                                newly elected directors assume office.  The directors take

                                                office September 15 of the year elected.


Section  V

The President, Vice-President, and Secretary-Treasurer

                                                should be from different KASCOE districts.


Section  VI

The President and Vice-President shall serve until the end

                                                of their elected terms, although their tenure as a director 

                                                may have expired.

ARTICLE V  -  OFFICERS


Section  I

The president shall preside at all meetings, regular and 

                                                special, of the association and shall perform all such duties

                                                as may be necessary to and pertaining to the office.


Section  II

The vice-president shall perform the duties of the 
                                                president during his/her absence and at such times as the

                                                president, at his/her discretion, may deem necessary.


Section  III

The secretary-treasurer shall conduct the official

                                                correspondence of the association.  He/she shall keep an




accurate record of regular and special business meetings.  





He/she shall have the responsibility of collecting dues from

                                                all the members.  He/she shall collect and disburse all 

                                                money subject to the approval of the Board of Directors.





He/she shall give an accurate financial report of the

                                                association semiannually.  He/she shall perform such other

                                                duties as prescribed by the Board of Directors.


Section  IV

The Board of Directors shall have control and management

                                                of the policies and finances of the association.  A majority 

                                                of the Board of Directors shall constitute a quorum in their

                                                meetings, and a majority shall proceed with any business of 

                                                the Board of Directors.  Alternates serving in the absence 

                                                of their director shall have full voting power.


Section  V

All disbursements of the association shall be made by 

                                                checks, signed by the treasurer, and shall be subject to audit

                                                by the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE VI  -  COMMITTEES


Section  I

The Board of Directors shall decide upon the committees

                                                deemed necessary and proper to fulfill the objectives and

                                                purposes of the association.


Section  II

The committee chairmen, vice-chairmen and members

                                                shall be appointed by the president.


Section  III

The association president shall be an ex-officio member

                                                of all committees.

ARTICLE VII  -  PROCEDURE


Section  I

Roberts Rule of Order shall govern the proceedings of all

                                                general, regular, and special meetings of the association                                                
                                                and its constituent parts, except as provided in these 
                                                by-laws.

ARTICLE VIII  -  POWERS OF DELEGATION


Section  I

Delegation of committees shall be appointed by the 

                                                president to represent the association at any convention,

                                                meeting or assembly as may be necessary.  They shall have

                                                no authority by virtue of appointment to obligate the 

                                                association to any expense, as to concur in any action 

                                                contrary to the express policies of the association.  The

                                                president or succeeding officer shall serve as chairman of

                                                such delegation, but in event of his/her absence, he/she 

                                                shall appoint a member to serve in his/her place.

ARTICLE IX  -  AFFILIATION WITH THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION


Section  I

The Kentucky Association of FSA County Employees shall

                                                 affiliate itself with the National Association.

ARTICLE X  -  AMMENDMENTS


Section  I

These by-laws may be amended by two-thirds vote of the

                                                Board of Directors at any regular or special meeting,

                                                provided that the amendment proposed shall have been

                                                acted on according to the method set out in the constitution

                                                for amendments of the constitution.

