FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
NICK ROCHINSKI RECORDS FIRST SOUTHERN TIER OPEN MODIFIED VICTORY ON SUNDAY AT FIVE MILE POINT SPEEDWAY.
KIRKWOOD, NY…Nick Rochinski raced to the win in the 25th running of the Southern Tier Open on Sunday at Five Mile Point Speedway.  Rochinski held off numerous charges from Danny Tyler to collect the $2,000 in the 30 lap event.  For Rochinski, it was his first win in the Southern Tier Open.  Danny Creeden had won the previous two of these events.
Rochinski and P.J. Goodwin sat on the front row for the 30 lap feature event.  Rochinski immediately raced out into the lead at the drop of the green flag. Danny Tyler quickly advanced from his fourth starting position up to second place in just one lap as three wide racing was commonplace during the early going. The first caution of the race flew on lap 8 with P.J. Goodwin suddenly slowed while running in fourth place.  He was able to refire the car but went to the back of the field to sort out the issue.  
When the green flag flew again Tyler appeared to be a real factor on the far outside of the quarter mile oval as he tried to work past Rochinski.  The caution flew only one lap later when Kenny Hammond slowed in turn three. On the restart Rochinski opted to start the race from the inside row and Tyler was dialed in on the outside as the duo battled tooth and nail. Two more back - to back cautions on laps 12 and 13 slowed the action but the battle for the lead was not over.  On the lap 13 restart Tyler got an outstanding run on the outside.  Rochinski moved his line up and on lap 15 Tyler dove underneath for the race lead.  The lead was short lived as Rochinski rallied back for the lead on lap 16 as great racing took place throughout the field.
By lap 20 the top five consisted of Rochinski, Tyler, Jimmy Zacharias, Brett Tonkin and Dan Creeden.  Creeden, the only three-time winner of the event had started twelfth. On lap 22 the caution flew as Rusty Smith slowed on the speedway. On the restart Tyler left it all on the outside as he again powered alongside Rochinski for the race lead.  In turn three Tyler jumped the cushion and slammed the foam blocks bringing out the caution.  He was able to pull away along with a lot of foam wedged in his car.  After pitting to remove the foam, he did return to the speedway. 
The final seven laps went caution free and Jimmy Zacharias was locked on the bottom of the speedway and looked to make a bid for the win on Rochinski.  Just as Zacharias closed in Rochinski was able to pull back away for the victory.  Zacharias had his best career Modified finish at FMP with the runner-up slot. Brett Tonkin wound up third with Dan Creeden and 2003 Modified Track champion Dan Vauter finishing fifth.  
Rochinski made a statement with the victory after coming off a second place finish in the final 2021 Modified point standings. Tonkin, the 2021 Modified Track Champion ran his usual consistent race with the third place effort. Heat winners were: Tonkin, Rusty Smith and Pat Ward. Rochinski also collected a $250 bonus as the top finishing driver from the area Southern Tier Modified Tracks courtesy of Signworks Fleet Graphics. They also put additional money up for the third place finisher in the 30 lap feature. 
The Crate Sportsman 20 lap feature event found Matt Brewer and Gordon Smith in the front row for the start.  Brewer took the initial lead with 2020 Fall Championship Series Titleist Tyler Johnston running a close second. Three cautions in the first three laps slowed the action.  Johnston was the race leader by lap 3 as Brewer ran a close second.  After the early cautions the race went caution free until lap 14 with Johnston still maintaining his lead. Johnston went on to lead the final 6 laps for his first win of 2022. Brewer had a solid run for second place. Alex Knopka, Gordon Smith and Brad Weaver completed the top five. Wayne Brewer donated $100 for a Hard Charger Award in Memory of Ray Ayers.  Ayers passed away on Wednesday of this past week at the young age of 44.  He had been a long-time crew member and recently teamed up with Brian Decker as a car owner in the Crate Sportsman division.  Matt Martino was the Hard Charger in the 20 lap event. 
Jerry Lobdell, Jr. led wire to wire in the 20 lap Street Stock main event.  Lobdell and Doug Stack, Jr. had a spirited battle during the early going. With Lobdell holding off the advances.  The duo ran one and two the entire distance.  Lobdell is now two-for two on the 2022 racing season at the speedway and is the Defending Fall Series Champion. Stack, Jonathon Carpenter, Tyler Yeagle and Brett Spoor completed the top five positions. 
Joe Buchanan was the winner of the 20 lap Futures Sportsman main event as part of the evening racing program.  Winners during the afternoon racing card were Buck Mills, Sr. (Factory Stock), Tim Vandemark (Expert 4 Cylinder), Ethan Maynard (Novice 4 Cylinder), Jared Green (600 Modified) and Kirsten Schwarts (All-Star Slingshots).
MODIFIED SOUTHERN TIER OPEN OFFICIAL FEATURE FINISH (30 LAPS):  NICK ROCHINSKI ($2,000), Jimmy Zacharias, Brett Tonkin, Dan Creeden, Dan Vauter, Pat Ward, Doug Snyder, Dan Morganwicz, Richard Smith, Brian Malcolm, Ken Titus, Joey Colsten, Chad Phelps, Rusty Smith, Danny Tyler, Bailey Boyd, Alesia Geisler, Kenny Hammond, P.J. Goodwin. DNS Brock Pinkerous.  SIGNWORKS SOUTHERN TIER CHALLENGE $250 BONUS:  Nick Rochinski (Five Mile Point Speedway). 
CRATE SPORTSMAN OFFICIAL FEATURE FINISH (20 LAPS):  TYLER JOHNSTON ($1,000), Matt Brewer, Alex Knopka, Gordon Smith, Brad Weaver, Rich Talada, Seth Zacharias, Blaine Klinger, Kolyn Schane, Adam Gilbert, Matt Martino, Todd Hayward, Brian Malcolm, Marty Goodwin, Randy Fox, Chuck Culbertson, Ned Fitch, Brian Decker, John Bush, Eric Winsor, Steve Schrader, Dana Davis. RAY AYERS MEMORIAL HARD CHARGER $100:  Matt Martino. 
STREET STOCK OFFICIAL FEATURE FINISH (20 LAPS):  JERRY LOBDELL JR., Doug Stack Jr., Jonathon Carpenter, Tyler Yeagle, Brett Spoor, Doug Stack Sr., Thomas Moon, Marcus Springer, Kurt Decker, Dustin Maynard, Damon Decker. 
FUTURE SPORTSMAN OFFICIAL FEATURE FINISH (20 LAPS): JOE BUCHANAN, Joshua Landers, Travis Rooney, Billy Fiske, Kyle Smith, Stephen Winsor. 
FACTORY STOCK TOMMY BOY 20 OFFICIAL FEATURE FINISH (20 LAPS):  BUCK MILLS, SR. Bob Mills, Don Maynard, Mike Chilson, Carter Bixby, Frank Mills, C.J. Swanson, Sheldon Whitman.  DNS - 99
FRONT WHEEL DRIVE FOUR CYLINDER EXPERT OFFICIAL FEATURE FINISH (20 LAPS): TIM VANDEMARK, Rich Wagner, Corey Valede, Kevin Whitman, Randy Lane, Dakota Fuller, Mike Jenks, Jason Seymour, Mike Ferris.  DNS – Phil Clapper, Brian Salmini. 
FRONT WHEEL DRIVE FOUR CYLINDER NOVICE OFFICIAL FEATURE FINISH (15 LAPS): ETHAN MAYNARD, John Maynard, Scott Beach. DNS Gary Dotten, Cody Ames.
GRIT 600 MODIFIED OFFICIAL FEATURE FINISH (20 LAPS): JARED GREEN, Chris Jordan, P.J. Goodwin, Josh Towner, Jeremy Williams, James Randall, Chelsea Beebe, Jeff Baldwin, Tim France, Ali Scutt, Nick Kennedy, Andy Bolles, Kenny Harris, Larry Furman, Dakota Anderson, Dylan Robinson, Mike Robinson. 
SLINGSHOT OFFICIAL FEATURE FINISH (20 LAPS):  KIRSTEN SWARTZ, Avery Decker. 



