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Trinity Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP! We invite you to join us regularly for worship and in a variety of 

activities and opportunities in our congregational life. If you are new here, we welcome you; if you 

are a member of longstanding, we celebrate your gifts and your ministry among us.  Our order of 

worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin. 
 

MISSION STATEMENT - The Mission Statement of Trinity Lutheran Church is to nurture faith 

through proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ by word, sacrament, deeds and loving 

relationships, to ALL people. 
 

VISION STATEMENT - As proclaimers of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Vision of Trinity 

Lutheran Church is to maximize our gifts and resources to reach out with God’s love and serve the 

global community. 
 

NURSERY - This congregation encourages ALL children to participate in worship. They learn 

more about worship and faith by being part of it than anything else. If you or your children need a 

break, a nursery is located in the lower level of the church building, and is accessible from either 

stairway. During worship, the nursery is self-service.  
 

COMMUNION PROCEDURE - The communion table of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America is open to all baptized Christians who believe that our Lord Jesus is truly present in the 

forms of bread and wine. Please follow the ushers’ instructions at the time of distribution. 

Children who have not yet received first communion instruction are welcome to come forward 

with their families to receive a blessing. 
 

At the Maundy Thursday and Holy Saturday Services, communion will be by intinction in 

which the communicant stands before the Pastor to receive the bread, then dips it into the cup of 

wine held by the assisting minister.  If you are unable to consume alcohol, it is fitting and proper 

that you eat the bread without dipping it into the wine.  Gluten-free communion wafers are 

available upon request.  Simply tell the pastor at the time of communion. 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated weekly throughout the year. No one is ever 

required to participate in the sacrament, but it is offered to nourish and sustain God’s people. This 

is in accordance with Lutheran teaching: 
Background 35A: The Church celebrates the Holy Communion frequently because the Church 

needs the sacrament, the means by which the Church’s fellowship is established and its mission as 

the baptized people of God is nourished and sustained. This practice was reaffirmed in 1989 by 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We continue to need “consistent pastoral 

encouragement and instruction relating to Holy Communion…pointing up Christ’s command, his 

promise, and our deep need.” For a variety of historical reasons, Lutherans in various places 

moved away from the weekly celebration of the sacrament. 

Application 35C: Participation in the sacramental meal is by invitation, not demand. The 

members of the church are encouraged to make the sacrament a frequent rather than occasional 

part of their lives.   (Excerpts from: The Use of the Means of Grace, Principle 35) 
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IMAGES OF THE SEASON--THREE DAYS 

 

The practice of making pilgrimages has a long history in the Christian tradition. The English 

word "pilgrim" is derived from the Latin peregrinus, which means "foreigner." So a pilgrim is 

one who travels to a foreign land, often for religious purposes. In a sense, a pilgrimage is a rite of 

passage, a crossing of the threshold from one station in life to another. As a pilgrim, one is in a 

liminal state: not fully living as a citizen of one's own country, but not really becoming a citizen 

of another country either. The ultimate goal for many pilgrimages is to experience a deeper or 

renewed sense of holiness so that one comes to serve God and one's neighbor more ardently. 

 Christians have made pilgrimages to many places over the years. In the fourth century it 

was popular to visit Jerusalem and its environs to see the places where Christ himself taught, 

suffered, died, and was buried. Later, the tombs of saints became common pilgrimage sites. 

Places associated with visions of holy people also attracted pilgrims. Medjugorje, Croatia, for 

example, has drawn many pilgrims in recent years. Even Protestants make pilgrimages, such as 

places in Germany associated with Martin Luther's life, or to the ecumenical community of Taizé 

in France. 

 For all Christians the celebration of the Three Days (Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, 

and the Resurrection of Our Lord) is a pilgrimage. During these days we are at a threshold: the 

forty days of Lent have nearly ended, yet it is not quite the fifty days of Easter. We are between 

these two important times in the liturgical year. As with any pilgrimage we find ourselves in 

strange lands. On Maundy Thursday we encounter a humble Messiah who bears a towel to wash 

our feet. He comes sharing himself in bread and wine, promising that someday he will drink the 

cup anew with us in the reign of God. The towel and water, the bread and the wine, all point to a 

God who is trying to woo a wayward people back into a loving relationship with God's self, not a 

God threatening punishment for all who would resist. 

 There are more surprises in the land of our pilgrimage. Water, towel, bread, and wine 

bespeak the tender love of God in Christ for us. But with love also comes pain and suffering. The 

cross of Good Friday reveals that God must endure pain because of humanity's rejection of God. 

The one born in a stable and laid in a manger now hangs on a cross in utter agony, wondering 

why the Father has abandoned him. The Japanese theologian Kazoh Kitamori points out that there 

can be no greater pain for a father than to see his son suffer. So the cross of Good Friday shows 

the full extent of God's love for us.  

 Perhaps the Good Friday portion of our pilgrimage is too much for us to bear. It is too 

foreign for us. We want to return to the safety and security of our homeland where we can 

consider things less disturbing and upsetting. 

 But there is yet another leg on our journey, beginning with the Vigil of Easter. Physically, 

this is the most demanding part, and we are already tired. We begin in darkness, either late at 

night or early in the morning, with the kindling of a new fire, which reminds us of how the new 

creation brought light into darkness. We are then led by the paschal candle as if by "the pillar of 

fire by night" that God provided for the Israelites. As we journey through the Old Testament 

readings during the Vigil, we feel as though we are climbing a mountain. But like that experience, 
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we eventually get a full view of the land to which we have come. What do we see upon reaching 

the summit? It is this: the same God who created us and who suffered for us. The God who 

preserved Noah from the flood preserves us from all mortal ills by gathering us into the ark of 

baptism. The God who rescued Israel from the bondage of slavery sets us free to be his people. 

The spirit of God breathes new life into our old bones that we may live again, just like those 

skeletons in the dry valley. The one who died on the cross is a new paschal lamb who will reign 

forever. 

 Now the catechumens who have been journeying along with us on our pilgrimage know 

that our God is the God of love and life. With joy they now enter the waters of baptism to be 

reborn as new sons and daughters of God. Together with them we celebrate one ultimate meal in 

our pilgrimage land, in which the Risen Lamb shares himself as a pledge of our feasting with him 

again in the reign of God yet to come.  

 

Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2004 Augsburg Fortress. 

Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 
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April 6, 2023 

Maundy Thursday 

Friends in Christ 

 

In John 15:15 Jesus tells his disciples, "I do not call you servants any longer, but friends." We 

usually think of the foot washing as a symbol of service, a lesson of how we are to serve others in 

humility and love. It is truer to the core of the Gospel of John, though, to see it as a symbol of 

friendship, of mutual service. John understands Jesus to be forming a community of love where 

there are no servants and no masters, not even humble ones. The community is one where even 

Jesus is not master, but friend: one who lays down his life for his friends (John 15:13). 

 When Peter resists Jesus' servant-like behavior, Jesus' response to his resistance is 

absolute: "Unless I wash you, you have no share with me." If Jesus were just giving an object 

lesson in humility, it is hard to understand how Peter's whole salvation could hinge upon his 

participation. Couldn't Peter learn the lesson by watching Jesus wash another disciple's feet? 

Couldn't he take in the example and follow it by serving others humbly? 

 What Jesus tells Peter makes more sense, though, if Jesus is enacting the mutuality that 

defines his community of love. If Peter does not want to participate in this mutuality, Peter has no 

share with Jesus. Peter's resistance is based on his sense of the human hierarchy, where the master 

should not act like a servant. It is that hierarchy that has no place in the Jesus-community. If Peter 

cannot get beyond that, he will have no place in the community of friends. Peter must not only 

learn to wash, he must learn to be washed, and to be served even by the Lord. The signature of 

the community of Jesus' followers is mutual service, washing and being washed: no masters, no 

servants, but friends. 

 

INTRODUCTION 
This evening our Lenten observance comes to an end, and we gather with Christians around the 

world to celebrate the Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Tonight we remember 

Christ’s last meal with his disciples, but the central focus is his commandment that we live out the 

promise embodied in this meal. As Jesus washed his disciples’ feet, so we are called to give and 

receive love in humble service to one another. Formed into a new body in Christ through this 

holy meal, we are transformed by the mercy we have received and carry it into the world. 

Departing worship in solemn silence, we anticipate the coming days. 
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Stand 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord's call to struggle against 

sin, death, and the devil--all that keeps us from loving God and each other. This is the 

struggle to which we were called at baptism.  

 

Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and giving the 

peace of reconciliation. On this night let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor, 

and enter the celebration of the great Three Days reconciled with God and with one 

another. 

 

Kneel/Sit, Silence for reflection and self-examination 

P Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

 against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

 left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

 neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

 Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

 your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 

his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name 

of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 

 

The assembly is seated.  

People may come forward to the communion rail and kneel for the laying on of hands. 

The minister, laying both hands on each person's head, addresses each in turn. 

 

P In obedience to the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins.   

C Amen. 

 

During the laying on of hands, the congregation sings the following hymn.  
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HYMN              ELW #358 Great God, Your Love Has Called Us 
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Stand 
 

GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 

Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us a new 

commandment, to love one another as he loves us. Write this commandment in our 

hearts, and give us the will to serve others as he was the servant of all, your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen 
 

Sit 

A A reading from Exodus. 
 

FIRST READING        Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14 

Israel remembered its deliverance from slavery in Egypt by celebrating the festival of Passover. 

This festival featured the Passover lamb, whose blood was used as a sign to protect God's people 

from the threat of death. The early church described the Lord's supper using imagery from the 

Passover, especially in portraying Jesus as the lamb who delivers God's people from sin and 

death. 

 
1The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 2This month shall mark for 

you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. 3Tell the whole 

congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a 

lamb for each household. 4If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest 

neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who 

eat of it.  
11This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff 

in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the LORD. 12For I will pass 

through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, 

both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the 

LORD. 13The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I 

will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 
 14This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to 

the LORD; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance. 

 

A Word of God, Word of life. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM         Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 

The psalm for the day is read responsively. 

 
1I love the LORD, who has heard my voice, 

     and listened to my supplication, 
2for the LORD has given ear to me 
     whenever I called. 
12How shall I repay the LORD 

     for all the good things God has done for me? 
13I will lift the cup of salvation 
     and call on the name of the LORD.    
14I will fulfill my vows to the LORD 

     in the presence of all God's people. 
15Precious in your sight, O LORD, 
     is the death of your servants. 
16O LORD, truly I am your servant; 

     I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; 

     you have freed me from my bonds. 
17I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 
     and call upon the name of the LORD. 
18I will fulfill my vows to the LORD 

     in the presence of all God's people, 
19in the courts of the LORD's house, 
     in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.    

A A reading from 1st Corinthians. 

 

SECOND READING        1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

In the bread and cup of the Lord’s supper, we experience intimate fellowship with Christ and with 

one another, because it involve his body given for us and the new covenant in his blood.  Faithful 

participation in the meal is a living proclamation of Christ’s death until he comes in the future. 

 
23For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the 

night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 

said, "This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me." 25In the same way he took 

the cup also, after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of me." 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you 

proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

 

A Word of God, Word of Life. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Stand 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to John, the 13th chapter.   

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL         John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

The story of the last supper in John's gospel recalls a remarkable event not mentioned elsewhere. 

Jesus performs the duty of a slave, washing the feet of his disciples and urging them to do the 

same for each other. 

 

 
1Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart 

from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them 

to the end. 2The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray 

him. And during supper 3Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and 

that he had come from God and was going to God, 4got up from the table, took off his outer robe, 

and tied a towel around himself. 5Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the 

disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. 6He came to Simon 

Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?" 7Jesus answered, "You do not 

know now what I am doing, but later you will understand." 8Peter said to him, "You will never 

wash my feet." Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no share with me." 9Simon Peter 

said to him, "Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!" 10Jesus said to him, "One 

who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are 

clean, though not all of you." 11For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, "Not 

all of you are clean." 
 12After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he 

said to them, "Do you know what I have done to you? 13You call me Teacher and Lord and you 

are right, for that is what I am. 14So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also 

ought to wash one another's feet. 15For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I 
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have done to you. 16Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are 

messengers greater than the one who sent them. 17If you know these things, you are blessed if you 

do them. 
 31b "Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 32If God 

has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 
33Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews 

so now I say to you, 'Where I am going, you cannot come.' 34I give you a new commandment, that 

you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35By this 

everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another."  

 

P The Gospel of the Lord.   

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sit 

 

SERMON 
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Stand 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #708 Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love 

  
WASHING 
P  On this night we have heard our Lord's commandment to love one another as he has 

loved us. We who receive God's love in Jesus Christ are called to love one another, to be 

servants to each other as Jesus became our servant. Our commitment to this loving 

service is signified in the washing of feet, following the example our Lord gave us on the 

night before his death. 
 

This year we will be doing only handwashing. The handwashing follows the gospel. Couples, 

family members or friends may choose to wash each other's hands. If you have come alone or if 

you do not have someone to participate with you, you may come up to the station on the pulpit 

side, and someone will join you. During the washing of  hands, the following hymn is sung. 
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HYMNS ELW #359 Where Charity and Love Prevail 

 
Stand 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

A Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of 

 creation. 
 

A brief silence. 

 

A You make a new covenant with your people. Gather your church around word and table 

 in love and promise as these three holy days enfold us. Open us to behold the mystery of 

 our salvation. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

 

A You give us our daily bread, fruit of the earth and work of human hands. Bless those who 

 labor and tend to their crops and those who prepare our meals. Strengthen us to advocate 

 for food justice and a fair distribution of resources. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

 

A You, our Savior and Teacher, stoop down to us in servant love. Inspire national and local 

 leaders (especially) with a renewed sense of public service. Increase in them a humility to 

 serve with equity and fairness. Teach us to pray for our enemies. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

 

A You incline your ear to us in every need. Befriend all who are lonely. Comfort those who 

 grieve. Soothe any who are anxious. Console all who are distressed. Graciously tend to 

 the hurts of your children who suffer in body, mind, and spirit (especially). Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

 

A You inspire your people to praise in word, song, and art. We give thanks for artists   

 whose gifts enrich  the church’s worship. Kindle in us appreciation for all who beautify 

 our worship space  throughout the changing seasons. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

A Precious in your sight is the death of your faithful ones. We remember and give thanks 

 for the those who have died (especially). With them, we trust your promise to love your 

 own until the end. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

 

P We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to 

 renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C Amen. 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

 

Please do not leave your pew, pass the peace to those in your family group as you wish but to 

others by waves or other hand signs 

 

Sit 

OFFERING         

 

OFFERING HYMN                   ELW #186                        Create in Me a Clean Heart 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 

A God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful 

 service for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal 

 as you pour out your very presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. 

C Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

 that we should at all times and in all places 

 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

 through our Savior Jesus Christ, 

 whose suffering and death gave salvation to all. 

 You gather your people around the tree of the cross, 

 transforming death into life. 

 And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

 with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

SANCTUS 
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P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

 who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

 who preached good news to the poor, 

 and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all,  

           

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

 Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

 we await his coming in glory. 

  

 Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

 and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

 the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

 to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

 be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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LORD'S PRAYER  

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.  
 

C Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, 

  on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Save us from the time of trial 

 and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and  

the glory are yours, 

 now and forever. Amen 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness. 

 

Sit 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

The presiding minister and the assisting ministers receive the bread and wine and then give them 

to those who come to receive. As the ministers give the bread and wine, they say these words to 

each communicant: 

 The body of Christ, given for you. 

 The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

The communicant may say "Amen." 

 

Follow the usher’s instructions to approach the altar. Communion will be by individual cup, the 

communicant kneels/stands before the Pastor to receive the bread, then Assisting Minister will 

hand you the cup the cup of wine. Gluten-free communion wafers are available upon request.  

Simply tell the pastor at the time of communion.   If you are unable to consume alcohol, please 

inform the assisting minister when it is your turn to receive the wine, and you will be given a wine 

substitute.  

 
SILENT MEDITATION 

While others are receiving communion you are invited to reflect on the readings, the sermon and 

the music. 
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Stand 

 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

A Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament you strengthen us with the saving power of your 

suffering, death, and resurrection. May this sacrament of your body and blood so work in 

us that the fruits of your redemption will show forth in the way we live, for you live and 

reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 

 

STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR 
The congregation may kneel or sit as the sacramental elements and vessels, linens, paraments, 

banners, books, and candles are removed from the worship space. As this is done, Psalm 22 is 

read. 

 

 

There is no benediction. After the Pastor and worship leaders exit, the congregation departs in 

silence. The service continues on Good Friday. 



 20 

Friday, April 7, 2017 

Good Friday 

 

Cross of Glory 

 

"It is finished." The final word Jesus says from the cross in the Gospel of John is not just a 

recognition that the end has come; it is a declaration of accomplishment. The light has shone in 

the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. In the Gospel of John, Jesus' passion is 

recounted as a story of victory. Jesus is captured, betrayed and denied by his closest friends, 

scourged, mocked, and executed. Yet in John's Gospel, Jesus always seems to be in control, 

confident of his mission and purpose. The accent is less on his suffering humanity and more on 

his triumphant divinity. 

 Throughout this Gospel Jesus has made "I am" statements: I am the true vine, I am the 

bread of life, I am the good shepherd. This "I am" recalls the holy name of God revealed to 

Moses (Exod. 3:14). When the soldiers come to capture Jesus, he asks whom they seek. "Jesus of 

Nazareth," they reply. In Greek, Jesus responds simply, "I am"--the name of God--and that is why 

the soldiers step back and fall to the ground. 

 It's hard for us to remember the reality of Jesus' suffering when we want to celebrate, and 

hard for us to see God's victory as won through suffering. Often our Palm Sundays have been 

parades, and our Good Fridays have been funerals. The wisdom of the ancient church, though, is 

to read on Palm Sunday the Passion according to Matthew, Mark, or Luke, one of the gospels 

where Jesus' suffering humanity is emphasized. On Good Friday, when we might get caught up in 

the sadness and horror of Jesus' death, the church sends us to the Passion according to John, 

where the cross is glory. In the darkness of cruelty, pain, and death, the light of God shines 

unconquered. 

 

INTRODUCTION 
Life and death stand side by side as we enter into Good Friday. In John’s passion account, Jesus 

reveals the power and glory of God, even as he is put on trial and sentenced to death. Standing 

with the disciples at the foot of the cross, we pray for the whole world in the ancient bidding 

prayer, as Christ’s death offers life to all. We gather in solemn devotion, but always with the 

promise that the tree around which we assemble is indeed a tree of life. We depart silently, and 

we anticipate the culmination of the Three Days in the Easter Vigil. 
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GOOD FRIDAY LITURGY 

All gather in silence. The assembly stands when the ministers stand. Worship continues today, 

beginning with the prayer of the day. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, look with loving mercy on your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ 

 was willing to be betrayed, to be given over to the hands of sinners, and to suffer death on 

 the cross; who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and 

 ever. 

C Amen 
A A reading from Isaiah. 

 

FIRST READING            Isaiah 52:13--53:12 

The fourth servant poem promises ultimate vindication for the servant, who made his life an 

offering for sin. The early church saw in the servant's pouring himself out to death and being 

numbered with the transgressors important keys for understanding the death of Jesus. 

 
13See, my servant shall prosper; 

 he shall be exalted and lifted up, 

 and shall be very high. 
14Just as there were many who were astonished at him 

 --so marred was his appearance, 

  beyond human semblance, 

 and his form beyond that of mortals-- 
15so he shall startle many nations; 

 kings shall shut their mouths because of him; 

for that which had not been told them they shall see, 

 and that which they had not heard they shall contemplate. 
53:1Who has believed what we have heard? 

 And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 
2For he grew up before him like a young plant 

 and like a root out of dry ground; 

he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 

 nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 
3He was despised and rejected by others; 

 a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; 

and as one from whom others hide their faces 

 he was despised, and we held him of no account. 
4Surely he has borne our infirmities 

 and carried our diseases; 
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yet we accounted him stricken, 

 struck down by God, and afflicted. 
5But he was wounded for our transgressions, 

 crushed for our iniquities; 

upon him was the punishment that made us whole, 

 and by his bruises we are healed. 
6All we like sheep have gone astray; 

 we have all turned to our own way, 

and the LORD has laid on him 

 the iniquity of us all. 
7He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 

 yet he did not open his mouth; 

like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 

 and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 

 so he did not open his mouth.y a perversion of justice he was taken away. 

 Who could have imagined his future? 

For he was cut off from the land of the living, 

 stricken for the transgression of my people. 
9They made his grave with the wicked 

 and his tomb with the rich, 

although he had done no violence, 

 and there was no deceit in his mouth. 
10Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him with pain. 

When you make his life an offering for sin, 

 he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days; 

through him the will of the LORD shall prosper. 
 11Out of his anguish he shall see light; 

he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge. 

 The righteous one, my servant, 

  shall make many righteous, 

 and he shall bear their iniquities. 
12Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great, 

 and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; 

because he poured out himself to death, 

 and was numbered with the transgressors; 

yet he bore the sin of many, 

 and made intercession for the transgressors. 

 

A Word of God, Word of life. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM               Psalm 22 

 
1My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 

     Why so far from saving me, so far from the words of my groaning? 
2My God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer; 
     by night, but I find no rest. 
3Yet you are the Holy One, 

     enthroned on the praises of Israel. 
4Our ancestors put their trust in you, 
     they trusted, and you rescued them.    
5They cried out to you and were delivered; 

     they trusted in you and were not put to shame. 
6But as for me, I am a worm and not human, 
     scorned by all and despised by the people. 
7All who see me laugh me to scorn; 

     they curl their lips; they shake their heads. 
8"Trust in the LORD; let the LORD deliver; 
     let God rescue him if God so delights in him."    
9Yet you are the one who drew me forth from the womb, 

     and kept me safe on my mother's breast. 

10I have been entrusted to you ever since I was born; 
     you were my God when I was still in my mother's womb. 
11Be not far from me, for trouble is near, 

     and there is no one to help. 
12Many young bulls encircle me; 
     strong bulls of Bashan surround me.    
13They open wide their jaws at me, 

     like a slashing and roaring lion. 
14I am poured out like water; all my bones are out of joint; 
     my heart within my breast is melting wax. 
15My strength is dried up like a potsherd; my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth; 

     and you have laid me in the dust of death. 
16Packs of dogs close me in, a band of evildoers circles round me; 
     they pierce my hands and my feet.    
17I can count all my bones 

     while they stare at me and gloat. 
18They divide my garments among them; 
     for my clothing, they cast lots. 
19But you, O LORD, be not far away; 

     O my help, hasten to my aid. 
20Deliver me from the sword, 
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     my life from the power of the dog. 
21Save me from the lion's mouth! 

     From the horns of wild bulls you have rescued me. 
22I will declare your name to my people; 
     in the midst of the assembly I will praise you.    
23You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob's line, give glory. 

     Stand in awe of the LORD, all you offspring of Israel. 
24For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; 

neither is the LORD's face hidden from them; 
     but when they cry out, the LORD hears them. 
25From you comes my praise in the great assembly; 

     I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD. 
26The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 
     Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever! 
27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; 

     all the families of nations shall bow before God. 
28For dominion belongs to the LORD, 
     who rules over the nations.    
29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; 

     all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the LORD. 
30Their descendants shall serve the LORD, 
     whom they shall proclaim to generations to come. 
31They shall proclaim God's deliverance to a people yet unborn, 

     saying to them, "The LORD has acted!"       
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A A reading from Hebrews. 

 

SECOND READING       Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9 

In his death Jesus functions as great high priest who experiences temptation and suffering in 

order that we would receive mercy and find grace, because he is the source of true salvation. 

 
14Since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, 

let us hold fast to our confession. 15For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize 

with our weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect has been tested as we are, yet without 

sin. 16Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy 

and find grace to help in time of need. 

 5:7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, 

to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent 

submission. 8Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; 9and having 

been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him. 

 

A Word of God, Word of life. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

The assembly stands.  The congregation joins in chanting the following acclamation. 
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GOSPEL                  John 18:1--19:42 

On Good Friday, the story of Jesus' passion--from his arrest to his burial--is read in its entirety 

from the Gospel of John. 

 

P The passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Sit 

 

John 18:1-11 
1Jesus went out with his disciples across the Kidron valley to a place where there was a 

garden, which he and his disciples entered. 2Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place, 

because Jesus often met there with his disciples. 3So Judas brought a detachment of soldiers 

together with police from the chief priests and the Pharisees, and they came there with lanterns 

and torches and weapons. 4Then Jesus, knowing all that was to happen to him, came forward and 

asked them, "Whom are you looking for?" 5They answered, "Jesus of Nazareth." Jesus replied, "I 

am he." Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them. 6When Jesus said to them, "I am he," 

they stepped back and fell to the ground. 7Again he asked them, "Whom are you looking for?" 

And they said, "Jesus of Nazareth." 8Jesus answered, "I told you that I am he. So if you are 

looking for me, let these men go." 9This was to fulfill the word that he had spoken, "I did not lose 

a single one of those whom you gave me." 10Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it, struck 

the high priest's slave, and cut off his right ear. The slave's name was Malchus. 11Jesus said to 

Peter, "Put your sword back into its sheath. Am I not to drink the cup that the Father has given 

me?" 

. 

First candle is extinguished. 
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HYMN  ELW #339 vs. 1 Christ, the Life of All the Living 
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John 18:12-27 
12So the soldiers, their officer, and the Jewish police arrested Jesus and bound him. 13First 

they took him to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that year. 
14Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that it was better to have one person die for the 

people. 
 15Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Since that disciple was known to the 

high priest, he went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, 16but Peter was standing 

outside at the gate. So the other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out, spoke to the 

woman who guarded the gate, and brought Peter in. 17The woman said to Peter, "You are not also 

one of this man's disciples, are you?" He said, "I am not." 18Now the slaves and the police had 

made a charcoal fire because it was cold, and they were standing around it and warming 

themselves. Peter also was standing with them and warming himself. 
 19Then the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and about his teaching. 20Jesus 

answered, "I have spoken openly to the world; I have always taught in synagogues and in the 

temple, where all the Jews come together. I have said nothing in secret. 21Why do you ask me? 

Ask those who heard what I said to them; they know what I said." 22When he had said this, one of 

the police standing nearby struck Jesus on the face, saying, "Is that how you answer the high 

priest?" 23Jesus answered, "If I have spoken wrongly, testify to the wrong. But if I have spoken 

rightly, why do you strike me?" 24Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest. 
 25Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They asked him, "You are not 

also one of his disciples, are you?" He denied it and said, "I am not." 26One of the slaves of the 

high priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, "Did I not see you in the 

garden with him?" 27Again Peter denied it, and at that moment the cock crowed. 

 

Second candle is extinguished. 
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HYMN ELW #349 vs. 2 Ah, Holy Jesus 
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John 18:28-40 
 28Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate's headquarters. It was early in the 

morning. They themselves did not enter the headquarters, so as to avoid ritual defilement and to 

be able to eat the Passover. 29So Pilate went out to them and said, "What accusation do you bring 

against this man?" 30They answered, "If this man were not a criminal, we would not have handed 

him over to you." 31Pilate said to them, "Take him yourselves and judge him according to your 

law." The Jews replied, "We are not permitted to put anyone to death." 32(This was to fulfill what 

Jesus had said when he indicated the kind of death he was to die.) 
 33Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, "Are you 

the King of the Jews?" 34Jesus answered, "Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you 

about me?" 35Pilate replied, "I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 

handed you over to me. What have you done?" 36Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not from this 

world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from 

being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here." 37Pilate asked him, "So 

you are a king?" Jesus answered, "You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I 

came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my 

voice." 38Pilate asked him, "What is truth?" 

 After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again and told them, "I find no case against 

him. 39But you have a custom that I release someone for you at the Passover. Do you want me to 

release for you the King of the Jews?" 40They shouted in reply, "Not this man, but Barabbas!" 

Now Barabbas was a bandit. 

 

Third candle is extinguished. 
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HYMN ELW #811 On My Heart Imprint Your Image 
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John 19:1-7 
 19:1Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 2And the soldiers wove a crown of thorns 

and put it on his head, and they dressed him in a purple robe. 3They kept coming up to him, 

saying, "Hail, King of the Jews!" and striking him on the face. 4Pilate went out again and said to 

them, "Look, I am bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no case against him." 5So 

Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, "Here is the 

man!" 6When the chief priests and the police saw him, they shouted, "Crucify him! Crucify him!" 

Pilate said to them, "Take him yourselves and crucify him; I find no case against him." 7The Jews 

answered him, "We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die because he has claimed 

to be the Son of God." 

 

Fourth candle is extinguished. 
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HYMN ELW #351 vs. 1 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded 
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John 19:8-16a 
 8Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than ever. 9He entered his headquarters 

again and asked Jesus, "Where are you from?" But Jesus gave him no answer. 10Pilate therefore 

said to him, "Do you refuse to speak to me? Do you not know that I have power to release you, 

and power to crucify you?" 11Jesus answered him, "You would have no power over me unless it 

had been given you from above; therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a 

greater sin." 12From then on Pilate tried to release him, but the Jews cried out, "If you release this 

man, you are no friend of the emperor. Everyone who claims to be a king sets himself against the 

emperor." 
 13When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat on the judge's bench at 

a place called The Stone Pavement, or in Hebrew Gabbatha. 14Now it was the day of Preparation 

for the Passover; and it was about noon. He said to the Jews, "Here is your King!" 15They cried 

out, "Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!" Pilate asked them, "Shall I crucify your 

King?" The chief priests answered, "We have no king but the emperor." 16Then he handed him 

over to them to be crucified. 

 

Fifth candle is extinguished. 
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HYMN ELW #353 vs. 1 Were You There 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 36 

Stand   

John 19:16b-22 
 So they took Jesus; 17and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is called The 

Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. 18There they crucified him, and with him 

two others, one on either side, with Jesus between them. 19Pilate also had an inscription written 

and put on the cross. It read, "Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews." 20Many of the Jews read 

this inscription, because the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written 

in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. 21Then the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, "Do not 

write, 'The King of the Jews,' but, 'This man said, I am King of the Jews.' " 22Pilate answered, 

"What I have written I have written." 

Sixth candle is extinguished. 

 

HYMN ELW #351 vs. 2 & 3 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded 

 see page 33  

John 19:23-30 
23When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into four 

parts, one for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in one 

piece from the top. 24So they said to one another, "Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see who 

will get it." This was to fulfill what the scripture says, 

 "They divided my clothes among themselves, 

  and for my clothing they cast lots." 
25And that is what the soldiers did. 

 Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother's sister, 

Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple 

whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, "Woman, here is your son." 27Then he 

said to the disciple, "Here is your mother." And from that hour the disciple took her into his own 

home. 
 28After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the 

scripture), "I am thirsty." 29A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of 

the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth. 30When Jesus had received the wine, he 

said, "It is finished." Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

 

Seventh candle is extinguished. 

 

HYMN ELW #353 vs. 3 Were You There 

 see page 35  

 

 

 

 

 



 37 

John 19:31-42 
 31Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies left on the cross 

during the 37abbath, especially because that 37abbath was a day of great solemnity. So they 

asked Pilate to have the legs of the crucified men broken and the bodies removed. 32Then the 

soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of the other who had been crucified with him. 
33But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 
34Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once blood and water came out. 
35(He who saw this has testified so that you also may believe. His testimony is true, and he knows 

that he tells the truth.) 36These things occurred so that the scripture might be fulfilled, “None of 

his bones shall be broken.” 37And again another passage of scripture says, “They will look on the 

one whom they have pierced.” 
 38After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a secret 

one because of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him take away the body of Jesus. Pilate 

gave him permission; so he came and removed his body. 39Nicodemus, who had at first come to 

Jesus by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred 

pounds. 40They took the body of Jesus and wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths, according to 

the burial custom of the Jews. 41Now there was a garden in the place where he was crucified, and 

in the garden there was a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid. 42And so, because it was 

the Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there. 

The Christ candle is removed. 

 

HYMN ELW #353 vs. 4 & 5 Were You There 

see page 35 
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Stand 

 

BIDDING PRAYER 

On Good Friday, we pray the church's ancient Bidding Prayer.  
 

A Let us pray, brothers and sisters, for the holy church throughout the world. 

Silent prayer. 

P Almighty and eternal God, you have shown your glory to all nations in Jesus Christ. By 

your Holy Spirit guide the church and gather it throughout the world. Help it to persevere 

in faith, proclaim your name, and bring the good news of salvation in Christ to all people. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

C Lord have mercy. 
 

A Let us pray for Elizabeth Eaton and Craig Satterlee our bishops, for Martha Reid our 

pastor, for all servants of the church, and for all the people of God. 

Silent prayer. 

P Almighty and eternal God, your Spirit guides the church and makes it holy. Strengthen 

and uphold our bishops, pastors, other ministers, and lay leaders. Keep them in health and 

safety for the good of the church, and help each of us in our various vocations to do 

faithfully the work to which you have called us. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

C Lord have mercy. 
 

A Let us pray for those preparing for baptism.  

Silent prayer. 

P Almighty and eternal God, you continue to bless the church. Increase the faith and 

understanding of those preparing for baptism. Give them new birth as your children, and 

keep them in the faith and communion of your holy church. We ask this through Christ 

our Lord. 

C Lord have mercy. 
 

A Let us pray for all our brothers and sisters who share our faith in Jesus Christ. 

Silent prayer. 

P Almighty and eternal God, you give your church unity. Look with favor on all who 

 follow Jesus your Son. Make all the baptized one in the fullness of faith, and keep us 

 united in the fellowship of  love. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

C Lord have mercy. 
 

A Let us pray for the Jewish people, the first to hear the word of God. 

Silent prayer. 

P Almighty and eternal God, long ago you gave your promise to Abraham and your 

 teaching to Moses. Hear our prayers that the people you called and elected as your own 

 may receive the fulfillment of the covenant's promises. We ask this through Christ our 

 Lord. 
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C Lord have mercy. 

 

A Let us pray for those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ. 

Silent prayer. 

P Almighty and eternal God, gather into your embrace all those who call out to you under 

 different names. Bring an end to inter-religious strife, and make us more faithful 

 witnesses of the love made known to us in your Son. We ask this through Christ our 

 Lord. 

C Lord have mercy. 
 

A Let us pray for those who do not believe in God. 

Silent prayer. 

P Almighty and eternal God, you created humanity so that all may long to know you and 

 find peace in you. Grant that all may recognize the signs of your love and grace in the 

 world and in the lives of Christians, and gladly acknowledge you as the one true God. We 

 ask this through Christ our Lord. 

C Lord have mercy. 
 

A Let us pray for God's creation. 

Silent prayer. 

P Almighty and eternal God, you are the creator of a magnificent universe. Hold all the 

 worlds in the arms of your care and bring all things to fulfillment in you. We ask this 

 through Christ our Lord. 

C Lord have mercy. 
 

A Let us pray for those who serve in public office. 

Silent prayer. 

P Almighty and eternal God, you are the champion of the poor and oppressed. In your 

goodness, give wisdom to those in authority, so that all people may enjoy justice, peace, 

freedom, and a share in the goodness of your creation. We ask this through Christ our 

Lord. 

C Lord have mercy. 
 

A Let us pray for those in need. 

Silent prayer. 

P Almighty and eternal God, you give strength to the weary and new courage to those who 

 have lost heart. Heal the sick, comfort the dying, give safety to travelers, free those 

 unjustly deprived of liberty, and deliver your world from falsehood, hunger, and disease. 

 Hear the prayers of all who call on you in any trouble, that they may have the joy of 

 receiving your help in their need. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

C Lord have mercy. 
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A Finally, let us pray for all those things which our Lord would have us ask. 
 

C Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, 

  on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Save us from the time of trial 

 and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and  

the glory are yours, 

 now and forever. Amen 

 

Sit 

 

PROCESSION OF THE CROSS 
A rough-hewn cross is placed in the chancel. The following response is read three times: as the 

procession begins, halfway to the altar, and as the procession ends at the cross with the crown of 

thorns placed on the cross. 

 

P Behold, the life-giving cross on which was hung the Savior of the whole world. 

C Oh, come, let us worship him. 
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ADORATION OF THE CROSS 

HYMN    ELW #803             When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 

 
During the hymn, those who desire may come forward to offer a brief sign of reverence, such as 

touching the cross, kneeling briefly or bowing.  

 

After a brief silence, the presiding minister continues. 

 

P We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 

C By your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 
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TRIUMPH OF THE CROSS 

HYMN     ELW #342               There in God’s Garden 
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After the Pastor and worship leaders exit, the congregation departs in silence.  

 The service continues with the Celebration of Easter. 
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SERVING AT TRINITY 

 

Ministers: Every member of the congregation 

Piano/Keyboard: Paul Lucas  

Parish Secretary: Chris McNamara 

Property Chair: Gene Stockford-Shively 

Council President: Terry Vear 

Vice-President: Patti Weber 

Treasurer: Chris McNamara 

Secretary: Sandra Dufur 

Council Members:  Warren Bartels, Johncie Langston, Martin Morrison, Joe Painter, Sue Risk 

and Patti Weber  

 

SERVING Maundy Thrusday: 

Supply Pastor: Rev. Martha Reid 

Assisting Minister: Amy Otterbein 

Ushers: Tom Stockfod-Shively and Chris McNamara 

 

   

SERVING Good Friday: 

Supply Pastor: Rev. Martha Reid 

Assisting Minister: Phyllis Klingler 

Ushers: Sue Risk and Terry Vear 

 

 

ADDITIONAL SERVICES 

Altar Guild: Amy Otterbein  

Offering Counters: Amy Otterbein and Phyllis Klingler 

Videographer: Gene Stockford-Shively 

 

 

 

The music in this bulletin is reprinted with permission  

under Annual License A-727368 from OneLicense.net. 

 


