“People coming together to be The Church,

v I‘ty Lu_th e ra n not just attend one.”

Chu r.ch Trinity Lutheran Church is an open and inclusive
church, welcoming all who seek God.

69 Griswold Street - Hillsdale, Michigan
517-437-2647 - tichillsdale.org

Fourth Sunday of Easter May 8, 2022

Service of Holy Communion
9:30 a.m. Worship



Trinity Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

WELCOME TO WORSHIP THIS MORNING! We invite you to join us regularly for worship
and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our congregational life. If you are new here, we
welcome you; if you are a member of longstanding, we celebrate your gifts and your ministry
among us. Our order of worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin.

MISSION STATEMENT - The Mission Statement of Trinity Lutheran Church is to nurture faith
through proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ by word, sacrament, deeds and loving
relationships, to ALL people.

VISION STATEMENT - As proclaimers of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Vision of Trinity
Lutheran Church is to maximize our gifts and resources to reach out with God’s love and serve the
global community.

COMMUNION PROCEDURE - The communion table of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America is open to all baptized Christians who believe that our Lord Jesus is truly present in the
forms of bread and wine. Please follow the ushers’ instructions at the time of distribution.
Children who have not yet received first communion instruction are welcome to come forward
with their families to receive a blessing.

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated weekly throughout the year. No one is ever
required to participate in the sacrament, but it is offered to nourish and sustain God’s people. This
is in accordance with Lutheran teaching:
Background 35A: The Church celebrates the Holy Communion frequently because the
Church needs the sacrament, the means by which the Church’s fellowship is established
and its mission as the baptized people of God is nourished and sustained. This practice
was reaffirmed in 1989 by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We continue to
need “consistent pastoral encouragement and instruction relating to Holy
Communion...pointing up Christ’s command, his promise, and our deep need.” For a
variety of historical reasons, Lutherans in various places moved away from the weekly
celebration of the sacrament.
Application 35C: Participation in the sacramental meal is by invitation, not demand. The
members of the church are encouraged to make the sacrament a frequent rather than
occasional part of their lives.
(Excerpts from: The Use of the Means of Grace, Principle 35)

Commemorations

Victor the Moor, martyr, died 303 (TFF)

Also known as Victor Maurus, this native of the northwest African nation of Mauritania was a
soldier in the Roman Praetorian Guard. Under the persecution of Maximian, Victor died for his
faith at Milan.



Sunday, May 8, 2022

INTRODUCTION

The gift of new life, of eternal life, is the gift of the risen Christ. It is the promise of Jesus. It was
true for Dorcas in Joppa. It was true for those “who have come out of the great ordeal” in the
Revelation vision. It is true for us and for all the baptized: Surely goodness and mercy shall
follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Stand. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins.

P

C
P

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures
forever.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our
sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Kneel /Sit Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves
into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion
forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have
failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live
and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your
sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that
Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.



Stand

GATHERING HYMN ELW #385 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing
GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you

KYRIE Hymn # 157
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In peace, in peace,let us pray to the Lord.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P

Amen.

Let us pray.
O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great
shepherd of the sheep. By the blood of your eternal covenant, make us complete in
everything good that we may do your will, and work among us all that is well-pleasing in
your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.




Sit
A A reading from Acts

FIRST READING Acts 9:36-43
Dorcas was a faithful and devoted woman of charity in the community of Joppa. Her kindness
and her work with clothing were well-known, especially to the widows in town. When she fell ill
and died, Peter raised her back to life through the power of prayer.

*®Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She was
devoted to good works and acts of charity. At that time she became ill and died. When they had
washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. *Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who
heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the request, “Please come to us without
delay.” ¥So Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took him to the room
upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other clothing that
Dorcas had made while she was with them. “°Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt
down and prayed. He turned to the body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes,
and seeing Peter, she sat up. “*He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and
widows, he showed her to be alive. **This became known throughout Joppa, and many believed
in the Lord. **Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner.

A Word of God, Word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 23
Psalm: Psalm 23
The LORD is my shepherd; | shall not be in want. (Ps. 23:1)

The LORD is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.
2The LorRD makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
¥You restore my soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
“Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
®You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
éSurely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.



A A reading from Revelation

SECOND READING Revelation 7:9-17
Christ is the shepherd who leads his faithful to springs of the water of life. Christ is also the lamb
who vanquishes sin and suffering.

SAfter this | looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation,
from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed
in white, with palm branches in their hands. °They cried out in a loud voice, saying,
“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!”
“And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures,
and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, singing,
“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom
and thanksgiving and honor
and power and might
be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”
¥Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where have
they come from?” 1 said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These
are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them
white in the blood of the Lamb.
For this reason they are before the throne of God,
and worship him day and night within his temple,
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;
the sun will not strike them,
nor any scorching heat;
for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

A Word of God, Word of life.
C Thanks be to God.



Stand
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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P The Holy Gospel according to John the 10" chapter.

C Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL John 10:22-30
Jesus responds to questions about his identity with the remarkable claim that he and the Father
are one. Those who understand this are his sheep; they hear his voice, follow, and will never be
snatched from his hand.

22t that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, 2%and Jesus
was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. #*So the Jews gathered around him and said
to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 2Jesus
answered, “I have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name
testify to me; 2°but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. 2’My sheep hear
my voice. | know them, and they follow me. %I give them eternal life, and they will never perish.
No one will snatch them out of my hand. 2What my Father has given me is greater than all else,
and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. *The Father and I are one.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ
Sit

SERMON



Stand
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #581 You are Mine

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the church,
people in need, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

A Gentle Shepherd, enable your church to respond to the voice of Jesus. Give us unfailing
trust, unafraid to join in Jesus’ work of renewing all things. God, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.

A Feed your people at the table of creation. Prepare a safe place for those whose
environments are dangerous or unhealthy, especially those making difficult journeys.
Prosper your creation for the sake of every living thing. God, in your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

A Warm the hearts of all who celebrate and all who mourn on Mother’s Day. Accompany
those yearning to be mothers. Help us to heal from broken family relationships and open
us to receive your nurturing love from all who serve mothering roles in our lives
(especially). God, in your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

A Seek out those who weep while they await healing or consolation (especially). Set people
in their path who can provide the care they need, and wipe away every tear from their
eyes. God, in your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

A Inspire the words of prophets and saints who employ innovative imagery to stretch our
understanding (as did Julian of Norwich, whom we commemorate today). Send Christ to
instruct us with motherly care. God, in your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
A Enfold us in the great multitude of saints from every nation, from all tribes and peoples

and languages. Wash us in your saving grace every day, guiding us to your waters of life.
God, in your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

C Amen.
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SHARING OF THE PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

Please do not leave your pew, pass the peace to those in your family group as you wish but to
others by waves or other hand signs

Sit

OFFERING Second Sunday: Barnyard Boxes- ELCA Good Gifts
Each week, our congregation collects a general offering for the church and our ministries.
Additionally, we collect an offering for special projects. If you would like to make a regular gift
to the church, please place it in the offering plate. If you are looking to support our special
project (noted above), please place your offering in the barnyard boxes or noisy offering buckets.
The plate will be presented to the altar by the ushers at this time

OFFERING HYMN ELW #186 Create in Me a Clean Heart
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OFFERING PRAYER
A Living God, you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your peaceable reign,

and you welcome us all at your table. Reach out to us through this meal, and show us
your wounded and risen body, that we may be nourished and believe in Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

C Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
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+EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.
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LORD'S PRAYER
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift of grace.

Sit
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
The presiding minister and the assisting ministers receive the bread and wine and then give them
to those who come to receive. As the ministers give the bread and wine, they say these words to
each communicant:

The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.
The communicant may say "Amen."

Follow the usher’s instructions to approach the altar. Communion will be by individual cup, the
communicant stands before the Pastor to receive the bread, then Assisting Minister will hand you
the cup the cup of wine. Gluten-free communion wafers are available upon request. Simply tell
the pastor at the time of communion. If you are unable to consume alcohol, please inform the
assisting minister when it is your turn to receive the wine, and you will be given a wine substitute.
There is a basket for the used cups

SILENT MEDITATION
While others are receiving communion you are invited to reflect on the readings, the sermon and the nusic of

the day.
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Stand
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A Blessed Jesus, as you fed the disciples on the shore, you have fed us with your body, the

bread of life. We drank from the cup of forgiveness. As you forgave Peter and invited
him to feed others, so how you send us forth to bear your life-giving hope to a world in

need.
C Amen.
BLESSING

P The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
C Amen.

SENDING HYMN ELW #764 Have No Fear Little Flock

DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. Tell what God has done.
Thanks be to God.

15



SERVING AT TRINITY

Ministers: Every member of the congregation Council President: Terry Vear

Pastor: Rev. Dennis Smith Vice-President: Suzanne Sponsler
Piano/Keyboard: Paul Lucas Treasurer: Chris McNamara
Parish Secretary: Chris McNamara Secretary: Sandra Dufur

Council Members: Warren Bartels, Johncie Langston, Brad Otterbein, Joe Painter, Gene
Stockford-Shively, and Patti Weber

SERVING TODAY:
Assisting Minister: Phyllis Klingler
Ushers: Chris McNamara and Suzanne Langston

ADDITIONAL SERVICES

Altar Guild: Tom Stockford-Shively
Offering Counters: Terry Vear and Sue Risk
Videographer: Gene Stockford-Shively

FLOWERS — The flowers on the altar today are given by Marty Morrison in honor of Mytchal’s
birthday.

The music in this bulletin is reprinted with permission
under Annual License A-727368 from OneLicense.net.

16



