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ere, but afterwards I saw that they had no inclination. I resolved to wait unti
toknorrow in the afternoon and then to depart, shaping a course to the SW., fgf)
accqding to what many of them told me, there was land to the S., to the JW.,
and N\W., and that the natives from the N.W. often came to attack thegl and.
went oto the S.W. in search of gold and precious stones. Y
“Thisland is rather large and very flat, with bright green trees, o ch water,
and a verfarge lake in the centre, without any mountain, and the yffiole land so
green that Njis a pleasure to look on it. The people are very docie, and for the
longing to pdgsess our things, and not having anything to giyffin return, they
take what thef\can get, and presently swim away. Still, they #live away all they’
have got, for wNatever may be given to them, down to broffen bits of crockery

and glass. I saw ORe give 16 skeins of cotton for three ceotjffof Portugal, equal to-

one blanca of Spain)ghe skeins being as much as an arrobglf cotton thread. I shall

keep it, and shall allo§ no one to take t, preserving it ajfftor your Highnesses, for.

it may be obtained in ajundance. It is grown in this igffind, though the short time
did not admit of my asctaining this for a certaintgfHere also is found the gold
they wear fastened in theiXposes. But, in order notfo lose time, [ intend to go and

see if I can find the island ¥ Cipango. Now, agfft is night, all the natives have '

gone on shore with their candgs.”

Sunday,'14th of October .
“At dawn I ordered the ship’s boat 3gd fhe boats of the caravels to begot ready,

and I went along the coast of the islandfo the N.N.E., to see the other side, which

was on the other side to the east, and4fl% to see the villages: Presently [ saw-two
.or three, and. the people all came tgffthe SRore, calling out and giving thanks to

God. Some of them brought us waffr, otherjgame with food, and when they saw
that I did not want to land, theygfot into the ea, and came swimming to us. We

understood that they asked usglt we had comegom heaven. One old man came
into the boat, and others criegfout, in loud voiceRyto all the men and women, to

come and see the men whofad come from heaven; and to bring them to eatand * -

drink. Many came, includjfig women, each bringing : ymething, giving thanks to
God; throwing themselyfs on the ground and shoutingto us fo come on shore.

But I was afraid to langf] seeing an extensive reef of rock3 hich surrounded the

island, with deep wajffir between it and the shore forming agort large enough for
as many ships as thffre are in Christendom, but with a very n\grow entrance, Itis
true that within tffls reef there are some sunken rocks, but thiysea has no more
motion than theglater in a well. In order to see all this I went thiymorning, that
might be able ff give a full account to your Highnesses, and also Wiere a fortress

might be esiffblished. I saw a piece of land which appeared li% an island,
although it not one, and on it there were six houses. It might be corfferted into’

an island i two days, though I do not see that it would be necessary,¥pr these
people gle very simple as regards the use of arms, as your Highnesses ill see

from i seven that I caused to be taken, to bring home and, learn our lan8yage

and #eturn; unless your Highnesses should order them all to be broughWyio
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Qatile; or to be kept as c'aptiQeé on the same island; for with fifty men thf can
all.b® ub]ugated and made to.do what is required of them. Close tggfie above
there ‘are gardens of the most beautiful trees 1 ever g#fv, and with

sail. Isaw so manWglands j:h'at_I_ hardly knew how tog#fermine to which Ishould

go first. Those nativeNipad with me said, by si

: . ou AT fved to shape a course forit, and so I ;
did. It will be distarit five leagues. fringgfis of San Salvador, and the others some :

more; some.less. All are Ve'fy flat

di EAD!'NG AND DISCUSSION QUESTION

#Bu think Cohimbu's fotused on 'these details abo

Bgffdes riches, what motivation’ for. exploration can you see in Col
ficcount of his meeting with the natives? o

1-4 | Las 'Casas Describes ELlrbpean Atrocities

.. BARTOLOME DE LAS CASAS, A Brief Account 'bf the
Destruction of the Indies (1552) '

- . Bartolome de Las Casas (c. 1484-1566), born.in Sevillé, migrated to Hispaniola early in the j

sixteenth century and participated in the colonial economy, owni i il :
X AT Pa C y, owning slaves and waging milita
attacks against the indigenous population. Unlike other Spanish conguerors, however, L:g f

. Casas gradu'ally rengunced slavery and its cruelties and, by 1514, he was urging others to do .
- the same, Hlls‘graphlc por’grayal of Spanish atrocities, published in 1552 as A Brief Account of 1
. the.Destruction of the Indles,. describes the tortures inflicted on the indigenous peoples of the .

West Indies.

America was diécoveréd.and foﬁhd out Ann. Dom. 1492, and the Year insuing

“inhabited by the Spanjards, and afterward a multitude of them travelléd thither

from Spain for the space of Nine and Forty Years. Their first attempt was on the

-Spanish Island, which'indeed is a most fertile soil, and at present in great reputa-

tion for its Spaciousness and Length, containing in Circumference Six Hundred

© Miles: Nay it is on all sides surrounded with an almost innumerable number of

Islanc?s, which .w.e found so well peopled with Natives and Forreigners, that
there is scarce any Region in the Universe fortified with so many Inhabitants: But. »

. Bartolome de Las Casas, A Brief Account of the Destruction of the Indies (London: R. Hewson, 1689). - ‘
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the main Land or Continent, distant from this Island Two Hundred and Fifty
Miles and upwards, extends it self above Ten Thousand Miles in Length near the
sea-shore, which Lands are some of them already discover’d, and more may be
found out in process of time: And such a multitude of People inhabits these

Countries, that it seems as if the Omnipotent God has Assembled and Convocated -

the major part of Mankind in this part of the World.

Now this infinite multitude of Men are by the Creation of God innocently
simple, altogether void of and averse to all manner of Craft, Subtlefy and Malice, .
and most Obedient and Loyal Subjects to their Native Sovereigns; and behave .-

themselves very patiently, su[bJmissively and quietly towards the Spaniards, to
whom they are subservient and subject; so that finally they live without the least
thirst after revenge; laying aside all litigiousness, Commotion and hatred.

This is a most tender and effeminate people, and [of} so imbecile and -

unequal-balanced temper, that they are altogether incapable of hard labour, and

in few years, by one Distemper or other soon expire, so that the very issue of -
Lords and Princes, who among us live with great affluence, and fard deliciously, .

are not.more eff[e]minate and tender than the Children of their Husbandmen or
Labourers: This Nation is very Necessitous and Indigent, Masters of very slender
Possessions, and consequently, neither Haughty, nor Ambitious. They are parsi-

monious in their Diet, as the Holy Fathers were in their frugal life in the Desert,

known by the name of Eremites. They go naked, having no other Covering but
what conceals their Pudends from publick sight. An hairy Plad, or loose Coat,
about an Ell, or a coarse woven Cloth at most Two Ells long serves them for the’

warmest Winter Garment. They lye on a coarse Rug or Matt, and those that have

the most plentiful Estate or Fortunes, the better sort, use Net-work, knotted at thé _ -

four corners in lieu of Beds, which the Inhabitants of the Island of Hispaniola, in
their own proper Idiom, term Hammacks. The Men are pregnant and docible. The
natives tractable, and capable of Morality or Goodness, very apt to receive the
instill’d principles of Catholick Religion; nor are they averse to Civility and good

Manners, being not so much discompos’d by variety of Obstructions, as the rest .
of Mankind; insomuch, that having suckt in (if I may so express my self) the.

very first Rudiments of the Christian Faith, they are so transported with Zeal
and Furver in the exercise of Ecclesiastical Sacraments, and Divine Service, that

* the very Religioso’s themselves, stand in need of the greatest and most signal-

patience to undergo such extream Transports. And to conclude, I my self have
" heard the Spaniards themselves (who dare not assume the Confidenhce to deny
the good Nature praedominant in them) declare, that there was nothing wanting

in them for the acquisition of Eternal Beatitude, but the sole Knowledge and

Understanding of the Deity. e :
The Spaniards first assaulted the innocent Sheep, so qualified by the
" Almighty, as is premention’d, like most cruel Tygers, Wolves and Lions hunger-
. starv’d, studying nothing, for the space of Forty Years, after their first landing,
but the Massacre of these Wretches, whom they have so inhumanely and barba-
rously butcher’'d and harass’d with several kinds-of Torments, never before
known, or heard (of which you ‘shall have some account in the following

'
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* Discourse) that of Three Millions of Persons, which lived in Hispaniéla ‘itself,

there is at present but the inconsiderable remnant of scarce Three Hundred. Nay
the Isle of Cuba, which ext_ends as far, as Valledolid in Spain is distant from
Rpme,'lies now uncultiVated, like a Desert, and intomb’d in its -6wn Ruins. You
may also find the Isles of St. John, and Jamaica, both large and fruitful placeé,' '
.unpgopled and desolate. The Lucayan Islands on.the North Side, adjacent to
Hispaniola and Cuba, which are Sixty in number, or thereabout, together with
those, vulgarly known by the naie of the Gigantic Isles, and others, the most
infertile whereof, exceeds the-Royal Garden of Sevil in fruitﬁﬂﬁéés,-a moét

: Healthful a_nd pleasant 'Clima’g, is now laid waste and uninhabited; and whe_reas:',
when the Spaniards first arriv’d here, about Five Hundred Thousand Men dwelj't

init, t}-';ey are now cut off, some by slaughter, and others ravished away by Force
and Violence, to' work in-the Mines of Hispanioloa [sic], which was destitute of

Native Inhabitants: For a certain Vessel, sailing to this Isle, to the end, that the

~~ Harvest being over (some good Christian, moved with Piety and Pify, undertook
. . this dangerous Voyage, to convert Souls to Christianity) the remaining gleaning§
" might be gathered up, there were only found Eleven Persons, which I saw with

my own Eyes. There are other Islands Thirty in number, and upward bordering

“upon the Isle of St. John, totally unpeopled; all which are above Two Thousand

miles in Len:gll.t,- and yet rémain without Inhabitants; Native, or People. ;
-+ - Asto the firm land, we are certainly satisfied, and assur’d, that the Spaniarcfs

by their barbarous and execrable Actions have absolutely depopulated Ten King-

doms, of greater extent than all Spain, together with the Kingdoms of Arragon
and Portugal, that is to say, above One Thousand Miles, which now lye wast[é]
and desolate, and are absolutely ruined, when as formerly no other C'oun'tr.;y.
whatsoever was more populous. Nay we dare boldly affirm, that during the
Forty Years space, wherein they exercised their sanguinary and detestable Tyrann§i
in these Regions, above Twelve Millions (computing Men, Women,  and. Chil-
dren) have undeservedly perished; nor do I conceive that I should deviate from
the Truth by saying that above Fifty Millions in all paid their last Debt to Nature.
. Those that arriv’d at these Islands from the remotest parts of Spain, and who
pride themiselves in the Name of Christians, steer’d Two courses principally, in
order to the Extirpation, and Exterminating of this People from the face of the
Earth, The first whereof was raising an unjust, sanguinolerit, cruel War. The
other, by. putting them to death, who hitherto, thirsted after their Liberty, or

- desig'n’d. (which the mdst Potent, Strenuous and Magnanimous Spirits interided)
- to recover-their pristin’ Freedom, and shake off the Shackles of so injurious a

Captivity: For they beitig taken off in War, none but Women and Children were -

" permitted to enjoy the benéfit of that Country-Air, in whom they did in'succeed-

ing times lay such a heavy Yoak, that the very Brutes were more happy than

. they: To which Two Species of Tyranny as subalternate things to the Genus, the

other innumerable Courses they took to extirpate and make this a desolate

. . People, may be reduced and referr'd.

Now the ultimate end and scope that incited the Spaniards to endeavorﬂ{e

o 2".E>>'<_iii~_pia'_tioh and Desolation of this People, was Gold only; that thereby growing



12 . PART 1 / Chapter 1 Colliding Worlds, 1450-1600

opulenf in a short time, they might arrive at once at such Degrees and Dignities,
as were no wayes consistent with their Persons. o :

 Finally, in one word, their Ambition and Avarice, than which the heart of -

Man never entertained greater, and the vast Wealth of those Regions; the
Humility and Patience of the Inhabitants (which made their approach to these
Lands more facil and easie) did much [to] promote the business: Whom they so
despicably contemned, that they treated them (1 speak of things which I was an

Eye Witness of, without the least fallacy) not as Beasts, which I cordially wished
they would, but as the most abject dung and filth of the Earth; and so sollicitous

-they were of their Life and Soul, that the above-meéntioned number of People died -

* without understanding the true Faith or Sacraments. And this also is as really

true as the praecendent Narration (which the very Tyrants and. cruel Murderers -
cannot deny without the stigma of a lye) that the Spaniards never received any .
injury from the Indians, but that they rather reverenced them as Persons -

descended from Heaven, until that they were compelled to take up Arms, pro-
voked thereunto by repeated Injuries, violent Torments, and injust Butcheries.-

READING AND DISCUSSION QUE_STIONS'

1. How does Las Casas characterize the native peoples he writes about? How does

his description compare to those provided by Hariot (Document 1-1) and Colum- -

bus.(Document 1-3)?

2. By the time Las Casas wrote his Brief Account, he had been a Dominican friar for
nearly thirty years. What role did religion play in shaping his interpretation of
Spain’s treatment of natives?* o . S

Huejotzingo Petitions the Spanish King for Religh
NCIL OF HUEJOTZINGO, Letter to the
60) R C

Huejotzingo, located in centra
tury, When Hernan Cortés, the Sp.
in 1519, the indigenous people of H
- the victar, for Cortés crushed the Aztecs
inhabitants of Huejotzingo came to underst,
the city’s council, Huejotzingo's leader
tribute now being demanded of the

an his campaign against the Aztecs
themselves with-him. They sided with
claiming the empire for Spain. In time, the
price of empire. In this petition, drafted by

Our lord sovereign,
stand before you, w

Beyond -the.Co #s, trans. and ed. Arthur J. O. Anderson, Frances Berdan, and Ja
versity of California Press, 1976), 179, 181, 183, 185, 187, 189. Copyright © 1
the University of California. Used by permission of the University of California P

anish king for relief from the massive ’
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e governor and ‘we the éléaideé-an& councilmen and we the lords and nobl .
men and your servants. Very humbly we implore you: Oh unfortunategfre
weNgery great and heavy sadness and affliction lie upon us, nowhere dogyour

_pity Myd compassion extend over us and reach us, we do not deserve, wgiio not

attain rulership. Arid all the while since your subjects the Spaniaggh arrived
among udjall the while we have been looking toward you, we havgfbeen confi-

-dently expeRfing that sometime your pity would reach-us, as we gffo had confi-
' dence in and Yere awaiting the mercy. of your very revered deggffather the ruler

of the w‘oﬂd,”_d i Carlos the late emperor. Therefore now, ourdbrd sovereign, we
bow huinbly bef§ge you; nay we deserve your pity, may g€ very greatly com-

- passionate and meciful God: enlighten you so that your gty is exercised on us,
~ for we'hear, and 50 i8s said to us, that you are very mergj and humane towards -

all your vassals; and ¥g to the time when you pity gfimeone, when before you

© appears a vassal of your§jn poverty, so it is said, thgfl you have pity on him with -

your very revered majest . and by the grace of ghnnipotent God you do it for

_“him. May we now also deséye and attain the sgfne, for every day such poverty

and affliction reaches-uts and yisited on us thet we weep and mourn. Oh unfor-
. tunate are we, what will happeNto us, we yglir poor vassals of Huejotzingo, we
" wholivein yc}ur city? If you wereRgot so fgffaway, many times we would appear -

before you. Though we greatly wisandftesire to reach you and appear before .
you, we are unable, because we are véyg#poor and donot have what is needed for
the journiey on the boat nor things to effifor anything to pay people in order to be

"'able- to réach you. Thérefore now wefappey before you only in our words; we set
* "before you our poor prayer. Maygyou onl\in your very great Christianity and

very revered high majesty attengfwell to thisur prayer. - : _
Our lord sovereign, befogf anyone told (% of or made us acquainted with

" - your fame and your story; gost high and fearfg universal king who rules all,

and before we were told offfaught the glory andfgame of our Lord God, before '
the faith reached us; ang before we were Christijps, when your servants the
Spaniards reached us gfld your captain general doNHernando Cortés arrived,
although we were noyffet acquainted with the omrip§¢ent, very compassionate
holy Trinity, our Logfl God the ruler of heaven and pos§gssor of earth caused us -

"to deserve that in hff mercy he enlightened us so that we\gok you as our king to

belong to you angfbecome your people and your subjects; Rot a single town sur-

. passed us here jff New Spain in that first and earliest we thr& ourselves toward
- you, we gave furselves to you, and furthermore no one intifjidated us, no one

forced us inyffit, but truly God caused us to deserve that volunyrily we adhered
to you so tffat we. gladly received the newly arrived Spaniards Who reached us
here in Spain, for we left our homes behind to go a great diance to meet .
them; wff went twenty leagues to greet captain general don HernandQCortés and -
the otlffrs whom he led. We received them very gladly, we embraced em, we

saluigll them with many tears, though we were not acquainted with tfgm, and :
ourffathers and grandfathers also did not know them; but by the mercy N our ’
Loffd God we truly came to know them. Since they are our neighbors, therdigre °

4 loved them; nowhere did we attack them. Truly we fed them and servly ‘



