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Message from the Board

Dear Friends:

The Greater Binghamton Bengali Community will celebrate Durga Puja October 24, 2015. We are
proud to announce that this will be our eighth celebration of this joyous occasion. The continuation
of this successful endeavor has been possible because of tremendous support from the patrons and
the interested community members from the region. We sincerely hope that the trend will continue
in foreseeable future. We take this opportunity to thank all of our volunteers for their active
involvement in the planning and execution of all aspects of the program. Their dedication and
unwavering support cannot be overemphasized.

This year, the early evening program will showcase local talents and the after dinner music
extravaganza will reflect a touch of Bollywood. We cordially extend our invitation to your family
and you to join us on this festive occasion and make the Durga Puja celebration a grand success.
We hope to greet you with our warm ‘Sharodiya namaskar’ on the morning of October 24, 2015.

Sincerely

2015

Durga Puja Committee

Greater Binghamton Bengali Association
http://www.binghamtonpuja.org
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DR. ARINDAM PURKAYASTHA
@Q i (1940 - 2015)
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An Embodiment of Service

I slept and dreamt that life was joy. | awoke and saw that life was service. | acted and behold, service was
joy.
Rabindranath Tagore

Service which is rendered without joy helps neither the servant nor the served. But all other pleasures and
possessions pale into nothingness before service which is rendered in a spirit of joy.
Mahatma Gandhi

Joy can only be real if people look upon their life as a service and have a definite object in life outside
themselves and their personal happiness.

Leo Tolstoy
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Remembering Arindamda

Subimal Chatterjee

When | wrote about Dipadi in the Anjali columns in 2011, one part of my mind was
thinking about Arindamda even then, and how he would live his life without Dipadi around. Now
that Arindamda, too, is no more, | often think about his last few years and how fortunate Sudipta
and I were to be a small part of those moments.

| am sure that it was difficult for him not to have Dipadi around to manage his life but he
did the next best thing. He simplified his life, and, perhaps to the chagrin of Paula, a bit too much
and too soon. | remember Arindamda telling us how Paula had stormed away from home with her
dog upon learning that he had given away Dipadi’s Corningware (along with some of Paula’s
Tupperware) to a friend. And Arindamda, not quite knowing what to do, did the next best thing
as he usually does — he called Dola to gauge just how angry Paula could be, and how long it would
take her to come home. It was so touching and yet so side-splittingly funny that we could not stop
laughing.

There was no sadness or bitterness in Arindamda in those years, but just a desire to live his
life just the way he wanted to. On those days when the dosage adjustments did not work, he would
just say that he was a bit under the weather (a cough or cold perhaps) and he would be fine soon.
And sure enough, he would call one day asking us how we were and we would make plans to see
him. 1 looked forward to those visits and the simple routine that they entailed. Sudipta would
bring him a favorite dish or two (vegetable chops perhaps, or khichuri made just the way he liked)
and he would smile, transfer the contents to another bowl, wash and dry our containers, and put
them on the kitchen table even before we had sat down.

He loved making tea for us — but he knew that Sudipta liked her tea simmered a bit more
than his taste — so he would turn around from the stove, bring me my cup, and turn to Sudipta and
say it was her turn to make her cup. We would all sit at the kitchen table and talk - how did I like
The Blood Telegram? What would happen to Obamacare? Would Hillary Clinton be our next
President (he had a photo with her — but that is another story)? How was my cholesterol? Was
Zantac helping Sudipta control her acid reflux? How were Biman and Uma? Did we know that
Deb had performed a cutting edge surgery just the other day, and that too at such a young age?

The day he left that kitchen table and retired upstairs to his bedroom, our heads told us that
the end was drawing near. But in our hearts, it could only be a minor setback. And when Kumarda
arrived and said that he had come on an open ticket, | laughed and said that he would have to stay
for years. We clung to small hopes and cheered mightily when Paula managed to take him to
Scranton to drain his lungs so that he could breathe freely. When we left for India in December
and asked what he would like, he said that he would love soft sandesh. | thought that perhaps he
would want to live another year to see if his Bills would win the Super Bowl under a new coach (I
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remember arguing that Rex Ryan had taken the Jets to the AFC championship in his first year with
them, and there was no reason he could not do the same with the Bills). Or, he would enjoy having
lunch with the first recipient of the Dipa and Arindam Purkayastha scholarship that his daughters
had set up at the School of Management. But the simple text from Kumarda on February 26 meant
that they were not to be — it just said Arindamda passed away early this morning.

I do not like ending on a sad note because sadness is so unlike of Arindamda — so let me
remember how I first met him (and | have the Press and Sun Bulletin to thank for that). My picture
in the front page of the Press and Sun Bulletin in the fall of 1997 had intrigued him (not because |
was one of the new hires at the University but that | was a Bengali). So he called Monish and
asked that I call him —and I am so glad that I did just that and called a complete stranger who
would become one of our closest friend and confidant. So I will remember Arindamda living in
Windsor, just off Exit 79 on 17 East, first with Dipadi and his two accomplished daughters, and
then with Dipadi, and then just by himself — a simple man, who loved sandesh, who never spoke
ill of anybody, and lived his life fully and in his way.
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Nihsheshe Pran
Offering Life to Its Last Breath

(Remembering Arindam Purkayastha)
Monish R. Chatterjee, Springboro, Ohio

Friend- the treasure chest of your love

Was bottomless. Reared in the lap

happy

Of mountain ranges, your generous heart
Rose high as the sky-piercing Himalayas,
fullness,

As did your passion for life, your goodwill
delectable

For humanity, your affection for the young.
Boudi’s

About five and twenty years ago, | had

Put together an event honoring Bengal’s
World-renowned bard. That joyous gathering
well

Deepened our mutual bonds- with time our
Paths intersected further; I learned first-hand
That love of one’s land and people remains

Intact even oceans away- there is, there is
The empathetic heart on a foreign shore.
Panchami

About four decades earlier a group of
Talented friends, you had arrived sailing
Saraswati

On the golden boat of high hope. Once in
Your orbit- | came to know them, specialists

In medicine, chemistry, nuclear physics, even
Music- wide and varied their interests. Soon
of

You started the bi-annual Shillong Reunion-
mots.

And through it, we too became honorary
Shillongites. And we made friendships with a
Variety of talented ones- and through varied

Narratives, developed an appreciation for
Shillong’s natural beauty. Boudi and you, thus,

Visitors of distinction. So many joyous
Days and nights have passed in those

Surrounds- discussing literature, poetry,
Sports. In your home there was joy,

Humor unbounded, and always a

Array of food and libations. Joining
Exceptional culinary masterpieces, your
Own anda-curry too would find pride of
Place. Your patronage of students was
Known; new admits at the State University
Would benefit from your generosity- at

Festivals, graduations, in health and in

Sickness, Arindam-da and Deepa Boudi
Were their assured refuge. Vasant

Would arrive; we would gather at the
Church in Windsor, in worship of

The source of all Knowledge. Accorded
The honor of conducting Mother’s Puja

| joined others in gaiety and zest to merge
Music, dance and the arts to the pleasures

Communal khichuri and your own bon
Then one summer, through the auspices of
Allies Biman and Uma, there arrived the

The baritone-voiced Pijushkanti, with his

Repertoire of Tagore songs. With your
Characteristic verve, you engaged yourself
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Bound disparate parts of Bengal together.
“Draft

Those binds extended to greater India, too.
Your warm and inviting home was abuzz with
Kasson

So many gatherings- so many guests and

’95.

My sabbatical year to spend in India. Gladly
projects

Your took charge of the upkeep of our modest
of

Home. Friend- | knew you well, hence felt
your

No hesitation in handing you this task. That
Year, in far-away Prayag, there appeared in
for

Our lives little Wrik Gairik. That year, in

a

Prayag or in Kolkata, we received your phone
Calls. Your benevolence, your friendship were
Thus beyond ordinary measure, rarely, if ever,
Diksha?

Matched by one’s kin. You alone, perhaps,
Have always engaged in uninterrupted goodwill.
and

Your zest for life was spontaneous. At annual

Picnics, Bijaya gatherings, New Year soirees-
them

It revealed itself frequently. Cricket in parks

the

And parking lots. Launching Sabarni and Disha
Before an audience as The Lovebirds of Calcutta.
Your beneficence extended in many directions.
adequately

Once, | recall, a certain pilot with a religious visa
the

Arrived at your door. Despite Boudi’s misgivings
Your kindly heart led you to find him a job. Later,
fruition

The story of him sending off suspicious packages

In ensuring his well-earned renown.

This letter, Monish.” A musical evening
Combining East and West at Barnes

Ensued. Eureka! Then along came ’94-

Work for the public good and creative
Continued unabated. Perhaps the shadow
Death lurking at the doorstep hastened

Urge to act. Monish- please read this fine
Essay on Kumar. Would you translate it

Us? Again, Monish- this lady has written
Fine collection of folktales. A review in
English would help a lot. Yet again- will

You take on translating this book on

Sadly, that task remained unfinished. You
Loved and admired Bengal’s great artists

Writers with all your heart. If ever you
Witnessed any literary memorializing of
By my hands- your effusive joy was like
Floodgates had opened. At the very center
Of that gladness was Rabindranath- a great
Symbol of human civilization. To

Honor him you relentlessly provided me
Prodding and the impetus. To what extent

That impossible task has found any

By my feeble hands- only time will tell,
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By your hand on board an aircraft reads like a
we

Mystery novel. Thus, have you found shelter for
not

Some, medical treatment for others. Lavish with
must.

Praises for others, you have handed out copies of
seek-

Bibhas De’s book of poems, and informed all of
impertinence.

The achievements of many in work, action and
Your

Other pursuits. Then 2002 came along- and it was
would

Time for me to leave Binghamton. | know your
by

Friendly heart felt the pain of this separation-
unimpeded

Yet you visited us one last time with a smile
Upon your face. Within the deepest recess of my
today.

Heart, | carry that image. Even at a distance, |
Remained well within your orbit. Meanwhile,
Your two daughters by turn entered wedded life-
Ailing Boudi’s mother’s heart was at peace. Your

-
\
N

Perhaps, or perhaps it will not. Monish-
Too desire immortality, do we not? Let

A moment go by not having tried what you

That I bring to you the immortality you

I have neither strength nor the

Perhaps | could repeat the standard line-
Work has made you immortal. But that
Be disingenuous. In this world enriched
Your boundless love, | shall keep

Your goodwill towards the human race-
That is the solemn pledge I assign to myself

9) / )/
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Arindam Purkayastha: A Tribute
Kasturi DasGupta, Freehold, New Jersey

September 19, 2015
Dear Utpalda,

I have sat on this assignment that you gave me for more than a month now. I can’t wait any
longer if | want to say a few things about Anjanda and have the material ready for your publication.
It has been difficult to find the right way to begin my homage to him. Should it be a personal
offering or a more communitarian one — my own thoughts, or a reiteration of what others have
already said?

| decided to take the first approach and that led me on a wild goose chase, which
unfortunately took up a few more days. It has to be a couple of decades since this big brown
envelope arrived at our house in Freehold, NJ. The address held Anjanda’s unmistakable script.
With much curiosity | opened it. In a letter he introduced us to the contents of the packet - a dozen
or so pages stapled together. As far as | remember the letter was a humble introduction to a
compilation of life lessons that the pages contained. Or more specifically small morsels of great
wisdom that he gathered in the course of his life — as a father, a spouse, a physician and most
importantly as a member of the human family. They had served him well and he was not going to
keep it to himself. And so he had sent it to us and others in his circle of family and friends.

I know | have come across those pages, still tucked into the envelope he had sent it in,
every time | have rummaged through for something else. But as it always happens, when in the
last few days | have looked for it - I just couldn’t find it. I am certain this is Anjanda’s way of
testing how much I remember from those pages as I write this. And I have to be honest, I don’t
remember the specifics. But | can say with absolute certainty that the spirit of those messages has
never left me. In many ways they have continuously reaffirmed for me the fundamental values
which are present in their untarnished form in all our hearts. We know in our hearts of heart what
the right thing to do, or to say is in any circumstance — but we fail to fulfill them in our lived lives
because we often lack the self-assuredness, the self-confidence — very simply the courage to be
who we are in the deepest aspects of our spirit. What attracted everyone to Anjanda was the quiet
confidence and assuredness that he exuded in everything he did. His self-deprecating humor is a
testimony to this certainty he felt in his own being. He knew it wouldn’t diminish him in any one’s
eye — just the opposite, they would ascertain for everyone his deep, unvarnished humanity — albeit
flawed like everyone else’s. It was a testament to the humility which characterized his interactions
with everyone who came across his path. His professional success did not get in the way of the
kindness, warmth and gentleness with which he treated everyone. At his memorial service, people
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from different walks of his life relayed stories, which were simple and genuine witnesses of just
this.

At the memorial service, my husband Anupam recalled Anjanda’s integrity and
professionalism as a physician. He reminded that what was so unique about Anjanda, the doctor,
was how generous and gracious he was in disseminating any medical advice that was sought from
him. And when he became aware of a health condition that was affecting someone he knew, he
was tireless in inquiring about it, showing a genuine care and concern, somewhat rare in those for
whom medicine is a mere livelihood and not a vocation, a mission, as it was for him.

In March of 2009 | was in Kolkata. | had gone there to take care of my younger sister,
Kaverri, who was at that point suffering from a relapse of esophageal cancer. | still remember the
solace and support | found when Anjanda called to inquire about her. There was very little that
could be done at that point, but his soothing tone did more to assuage the grief | felt than anything
in terms of treatment options that he might have suggested. | remember vividly standing in the
warmth of that early spring evening as his words washed over me with an indescribable gentleness.

We looked forward to our visits to Binghamton. He and Dipdi, his wife Deepa, were a
picture of a couple who had found in their relationship an easy, and unforced camaraderie. Their
companionship needed no embellishments. It was straightforward and simple, comfortable and
unassuming. Dipdi met Anjanda’s unconventional ways with a feigned impatience which was a
lot of fun to watch, especially because it left Anjanda totally unfazed and not a bit discouraged in
whatever his pursuits might have been that had exasperated her.

We basked in the conversations we had when we visited or spoke to him over the phone.
He was always interested in engaging Anupam and | in lively debates about the most important
topics of the day. He was eager to know the latest thing | was writing about. When | completed
the book that my sister had started about our parents, he was one of the first to request a copy. He
awaited anxiously for the publication of my book on social inequality and inquired after its
progress frequently. It saddens me to no end that the book came out just days after he left us.

As we traverse through life there are those rare people who inspire us, encourage us, and
egg us on to do the right thing, be our very best. They uplift and validate us for who we are — make
us feel that we matter and that there is value in our living. Arindam Purkayastha did that every day
to all who were fortunate enough to cross paths with him. And my greatest tribute to him would
be to live my own life with integrity and by being true to my most fundamental human essence
with simplicity, generosity and humility, with as little fanfare as possible.

Hope | got this to you on time, Utpalda!!
With best regards,

Kasturi
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DURGA DEVI

Madhavan Murali (Age 15)

Deity of Strength and Energy

Shakti Unleashed — Feminine power

Countless demons Relinquished upon her wrath
Personification of trinity, Granted supreme
Savior of humans and gods Alike

Immensely powerful, yet Divinely graceful

To Mother Earth, 1 bow

Form Venerated as Uma’s manifestation

I nvincible and Revered
DURGA DEVI, DURGA my MATHA

Bless us all with your strength and kindness
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Ella Bagchi
(Age-6)
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Lisa Singh
(S years):
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Rhea Singh-7 years
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Blue Bells High School: My school experience in India!

Sriram B. Chakravadhanula

My ‘India Trip’ this summer was different from the ones I had all these years. I visited my
maternal and paternal grandparents as usual, but also had some other exciting things that I did this
year. Amma sent us to an ‘Indian’ school for almost a month. She said it would make us feel just
like it did in her childhood. It is different from the school we attend here in the United States.

| was not very happy at the idea at first, as | heard that teachers spank/beat the students in
an Indian school if they don’t finish their work in time and also for many other simple reasons. I
was very nervous for this reason. Also Amma told me that there would be language classes. | know
a little bit of Telugu (my mother tongue) and Sanskrit that | have been learning at home. But it will
be different in a school. I did not know how | will understand all that. | have also seen my cousins
carry lots of books every day to school and struggle with tons of homework in the evenings. They
hardly have any time to play. | was scared that my summer vacation will be very very busy!

But | was also excited at the same time for other reasons. That is because; we have to wear
uniforms to school. One set of uniform for the entire week. Another set (a different color) for
Saturday. Amma bought us black shoes and polish from a shop called ‘BATA’. She said it is a
popular shoe store in India. We would dress up to school in our uniforms and black shoes. I loved
to polish my shoes every morning. | wish there were uniforms here!

The first day of school was very exciting. Morning Prayer started at 8-50 AM. Then we
said the ‘Indian Pledge’. Then we all went to our classes. Students from high school get to monitor
the younger students during different activities at school. There was a big black chalk board at the
school gate. A 10" grade student writes down a quotation on it every day for everyone to read.
There is also a quiz question for students to answer. The name of the person who answers this
question gets written on this board. This was my everyday challenge!

My class room experience was very nice. In America we do not have project work. There,
we were given a project almost every two days and doing them was lots of fun. I send Amma to
the color Xerox shop and stationery shop almost every day to gather stuff for my project! I loved
the projects in Social Studies and Science. I used the ‘political’ and ‘physical’ maps of India,
different kinds of charts to do my project work. 1 also learnt to draw diagrams in science projects.
I got my own geometry box and got to use a compass to draw circles and arcs. Maths was so
interesting!

The Unit Test (or UT) examination was very different from the exams | wrote in the US.
These needed long study hours the day before, for preparation of each exam. This is my first year
learning Hindi. This was my biggest challenge of all! I took a week off from school to visit my
grandparents in the country side. This was the time | used to study only for Hindi exam. The
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teacher used to explain the entire lesson in
Hindi, and I couldn’t understand a single
word. | almost cried one day trying to
remember the question-answers given for
homework! But, my friends were very helpful
in writing down the notes for me during class.
| did well on all the exams, and much better
than | thought on the Hindi exam.

| liked the atmosphere, friendly
attitude of students and teachers and
discipline in school there. Only one thing that
really bothered me was sports. There wasn’t
really space for us to play in the school. There
was no playground. I visited Amma’s school
and was surprised to find a huge playground.
It seems that they have money to manage it.
But these days due to so much construction
around, some schools cannot afford
playgrounds. They have to actually go to a

different place to conduct their annual sports -

day meet. That felt very bad.
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Images from my Telugu classwork!

I made new friends in my class- some naughty ones! And some really good ones! We even
tried to have a play date. I had a really memorable trip this time.
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Night Queen
Sheema Roychowdhury

Do you recognize this flower? It is a cactus which blooms at night and closes its petals in
the morning. My parents had it in our yard; we used to call this Night Queen or Rat-ki-Rani.
Whenever the buds appeared, | would count the days for them to bloom. The yard would fill up
with the sweet fragrance of flowers. At the time, | did not know anything about this special plant
beyond its name. The evenings these bloomed, the plants would be full of flowers from top to
bottom. My mom usually sent them to the club where dad and his friends gathered in the evenings
to play bridge. Before the night was over, all his friends would drop by at our home asking
“Memsaheb! Cha kothai...” Ma, of course, was already expecting them and was ready with tea and
her delicious treats. This is the memory which washes over me whenever | see these flowers.

Now I know a little more about this unique flower. It is a fragrant, night-blooming Cereus
(Epiphyllum oxypetalum) orchid cactus. It looks very similar to the exotic and almost mythical
flower of the God - Brahma Kamal, a flower which grows in the Himalayas only once every
fourteen years. The stems of the Night Queen contain ingredients which are antibacterial and have
medicinal uses. The petals of the flower are also used by some people to make soups which
promote energy and vitality; they may even work as an aphrodisiac.

I saw the Night Queen at a friend’s house in New Jersey. It was potted inside due to the
cold winter and did not yet have any buds, but | recognized the plant. My heart wanted a leaf
desperately. This plant germinates easily and the roots will grow if a leaf is cut and soaked in
water. | could not resist, | just had to have a leaf. Thankfully, she was very gracious. Now, when
the Night Queen blooms in my own home, | can relieve the memories of the tea parties my parents
hosted and feel the warmth and love brought together by this flower.

* * * * *
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Connections...

Another beautiful day today...

As the first monsoon hits the city roads,
Greens look greener and refreshing

The surrounding more colorful!

As | walked along my usual trail-

Guess who crossed my path?

First rain’s best natural friend-

Elegantly walked out of his den

As he smells the fragrant soil

Effortlessly calling for his mate

Showing off his prowess with the most astonishing finale-

Spreading out his green and blue feathers as far as he could reach

The Peacock and the first Rain!!

Who made this connection?

I was assured that the old love song is undoubtedly true!

-Sushma
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My American Sojourn
Nita Mitra

| have just come from India — Bengal — Kolkata to visit my grandson Adrian Ateesh Mitra.
Ateesh was born in February this year. While in his mother’s womb, he would often do the dance
of ‘tandava.” So I had another name for him, namely, Nataraj, or briefly, Netloo. Netloo became
five months old in July, which, according to Bengali calculations, meant that he entered the sixth
month of his life. This was the right time for him to have his first rice-serving ceremony
or‘annaprasana’. So along with my daughter and little ‘Gopal Bhai’ — a tiny idol of baby Krishna
left behind by my departed sister - we had come all the way from Kolkata to bless our other Gopal-
NandaDulal-Brojer Rakhal-Ateesh. Is it not interesting how in our culture we can endearingly
merge all forms of idols namely Nataraj (Shiva) with Goplal-Dulal-Rakhal (Krishna)? The
Shaivaites and the Vaishnava cult may fight with each other and much hatred may exist among
their respective sub-cults. We see how during the Kumbha Mela these various religious orders
have to be given their due importance, without which tandava may prevail. But us lay folk can
effortlessly combine the various traditions of religiosity. We feel deep in our hearts that many
roads may meet the ultimate Supreme Being. | am not a deeply religious person, but I do think that
inter religious faith may bring peoples of the different parts of the world closer and nearer to their
own God who 1 feel is deeply entrenched in their hearts.

Here are some of my impressions about this country. | know that all of you have spent
many years of your life in this part of the world, which you have experienced and understood more
comprehensively than me. But it might be of some interest to you to see how this country impacts
upon us superficially. | agree that what we see initially may only give us a short-sighted view and
may lead to a partial perspective of little value. Yet the pictures may be presented to see how it
compares with the long-sighted understandings.

My six weeks tourist’s version, if I may call it, may only be skin-deep. Nonetheless this is
what | would like to share with you. I had carried with me some of my fears and trepidations when
I came to America. Coming from a developing country, | had felt that the fast pace of American
life, the vastness of this continent, the lifestyles, the sheer scale of the economy’s consumerism
and so on would completely drown myself and my ethnic identity. However, when | reached
Kingston in New York State, | saw my fears had been unfounded. With the warmth and
graciousness of the people that | came across, | saw all my reservations disappear in no time. My
experience on the whole was pleasant, to say the least. Within the fast pace of life | saw how the
youth were hard working. | found the retirees negotiating life in their own way and at their own
pace. My daughter-in-law’s mother Marianna was lamenting that she failed to find much trace of
religiosity among the young. She did not see them going to church or other places of worship in
large numbers. Not many prayed to God and so on. But isn’t it true that ‘work is worship’? In this
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sense of the saying, the youth seemed to carry deep religiosity within themselves. The peace and
tranquility and ever-embracing inclusiveness that | found here were incredible.

New York City and its skyscrapers had indeed set my head reeling. | was scared to look up
and see the beautiful frescoes of its Grand Central Station for | felt I might have vertigo. But | did
look up and found my fears to be unfounded. | was soothed by the scenic beauty of the Hudson
Valley and of course the green cover of the Catskill Mountains. | would have missed seeing the
panoramic view of the Catskill Mountain Range had not my college friend Pradipta (whom | got
to see after many... years) and her husband Manas-da invited me to their home in Binghamton.
The three hours journey that we put in to reach their place was simply awesome and a treasured
experience. Manas-da’s route instructions were so meticulous that we negotiated the journey
smoothly and effortlessly, lapping in as much nature as we possibly could take in. Their warm
hospitality set me and Pradipta on reverse gear, to our college days. We picked up the threads
which we felt we had just left behind for only some days. In our conversations flowed in friends,
yarns about them, our teachers, and times and of course our green horn lives. Telephonic
conversations also flowed in between. A dear friend came all the way from Cornell to meet us.
Such an eventful stay will remain etched in my mind forever.

Coming to the centers of learning, namely Bard College, the New York University at New
Paltz and Binghamton University, Vestal moved me such that it would be difficult to put it down
in words. It was amazing how committed the faculty were and what excellent academic
environment these places had ensconced where all the streams merged so to say — the students,
the teachers, the diverse disciplines and discourses. Being the summer vacation time | was unable
to meet many. But, whatever little interaction that | could make, made me realize what talent pools
these places contained. The humility and scholarship of the faculty really impressed me.

My surface observations, as most may call it, may not be totally off-the mark. My experience at
least tells me so. Inner tensions and turmoil apart | find people to be more or less the same all over
the world. Some qualities are innate and hence the dividing walls tend to fall apart. We are thrown
into the sea of humanity where love and respect predominate. The spirit of sharing in the thoughts
and feelings of others is all that matters. This is what our great writers, poets and thinkers have
tried to bring out in their creations. | would like to conclude my observations with a small prayer.
May each of us flower into ethical, moral and self-respecting person, for then we shall be able to
understand and forgive the limitations of others.
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A Puja from the Sixties
Asish Mukherjee

As the years roll on, Anil has realized that gazing back can be more delightful than looking
ahead. Often he takes leave from the present and pushes back the dusty drapes of time. Like a
distant landscape emerging though purple mists, a sunny verandah with red floor emerges into
view. For most of his childhood and youth, this had been his watchtower. In early 60s he was not
even tall enough to reach above the brick balustrade. He would push away the potted cactuses his
mother had carefully arranged, and fit his tiny head into the concrete filigree. He gazed at the
bubbling flow of life and inhaled its flavors.

He could see a wide vista of five main roads intersecting. The area was called Ekdalia. In
those days there were few tall buildings to hinder his view. Most houses were three to four storied
painted yellow or off-white. They had large windows with green shutters and black bars, and often
a large verandah. To the east he could see as far as the railway station, and marvel at the constant
flow of hopeful people walking into town for a living. They would bring in all kinds of
merchandise. Some had baskets balanced on their heads, while some carried strange contraptions
like stringed equipments for treating cotton or wheels for sharpening knives. Towards the West
he could almost see the red roof of a movie theater. In front were wide avenues with tram tracks.
The clank of tramcars’ metallic wheels used to wake him up early. They used to carry myriad folks
up and down to their diverse destinations, from four in the morning till midnight. Anil smiled to
himself, as distant visions started getting clearer. He realized he had learned more of life from his
verandah than his books.

Right in front was a rickshaw stand. A row of hand pulled rickshaws were always lined up
in a rank, On hot summer afternoons their sturdy pilots would rest, making a dough of gramflour
in shiny aluminum plates or slapping “khaini” to prepare their favorite addictive. At busy times,
their hand held bells would make a delightful concert with the honking of cars and cries of street
vendors.

Seasons came and went. Summer was oppressive and tar surface of roads started to melt.
Monsoon beat upon the busy roads with ferocity. Roads got flooded, cars got stuck, and rickshaws
had their heyday. Then something seemed to change. As Anil looked out of his balcony one
September morning and followed the waterman spraying the streets, he sensed that the sunrise was
mellow and the sky so blue. His mother told him that Goddess Durga is coming to Earth.

“What are you doing? Dreaming in the verandah?” a little girl’s voice would cry out. This
was Mala, Anil’s cousin who was his constant childhood companion.

“Come, see what we are getting for Puja gifts”, Mala cried out in glee.
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Every relative sent a gift to their extended family members, especially the youngsters. What
joy Mala and Anil felt at the sight of new clothes and shoes!

The ring knockers at the front door sounded. Local boys have come to collect contributions
for the public Puja. In those days, twenty rupees used to bring a broad smile to their faces.

“Aunty, do come early for Anjali every day, and do not forget the special lunch on Astami”
the collecting boys said.

Barely a month remained for the Pujas. Road workers started patching potholes, sidewalks
started getting paved, and some homeowners put a fresh coat of paint on their weather ravaged
walls. Bamboo structures started raising their heads everywhere, and soon underwent a
metamorphosis into architectural marvels called pandals where the Goddess would be worshiped.
The view out of the verandah now took on a different hue. As evening fell, streams of people in
elegant dresses flooded the roads. They carried large shopping baskets and held on to excited
children, quite oblivious of the heat and dust. Street peddlers shouted “whole sale- whole sale” in
distorted English as they spread out their wares of cheap jewelry and clothing on uneven sidewalks,
while the more affluent elbowed their ways into crowded departmental stores. Life seemed to have
acquired a new meaning for these weeks. The impoverished city had changed into something rich
and wonderful by miracle.

Anil went shopping too. His mother and sister held on to one of his arms each, so he did
not get lost in the crowd. They visited large stores, where sales persons opened up heaps of saris
for each customer with a smiling face, sometimes only to hear that they were not to their liking.
Very few stores were air conditioned, and Anil could soon feel his clothes get drenched with sweat.
His moment of happiness came when they stepped into his favorite store. In those days, there were
no readymade garments, most clothing had to be tailored to fit. Anil’s favorite fabric was terrycot
made by Gwalior Suitings. He stood proud as the tailor took measurements of his tiny frame. His
father was a busy physician, who was mostly absent from these shopping expeditions. Anil’s
biggest delight was walking to his dispensary in triangular park after an exhaustive evening of
shopping. His father would immediately order his favorite treat — ice cold drink from nearby
Spencers. What a crowning finale!

“Wake up wake up” his father’s stentorian voice broke into Anil’s slumber. “It is Saptami”.
Anil opened his eyes to the golden sunlight, and saw the heap of newly tailored clothes and a shiny
pair of shoes by his bed. His father held out a package for him with a twinkle in his eyes. Anil’s
heart leaped at the sight of a bunch of illustrated classic comics, a love for which was shared
strongly between father and son.

The house was now swarming with people. Anil’s oldest aunt and his son had come from
Asansol to spend the puja with them. Mala and his mother had arrived in their shiny Hindusthan
car. They were all getting ready for visiting the local puja.
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The local Puja was called Ekdalia Evergreen, situated in a green island at the confluence
Ekdalia and Gariahat. In those days it was a homey club and had not sprung into the top five pujas
of the city.

Local boys were doing rounds in the streets and announcing in steady monotonous rhythm
“those who want to do Anjali, please come to the pandal”. Anil’s mother had prepared an offering
for every lady of the family. This was a red earthenware plate with fruits, flowers, sweets and
vermillion. Everyone carried their assigned offerings and walked to the puja venue. Anjali started.
Fresh flowers were distributed to each participant and a priest started chanting Sanskrit hymns.
Anil understood some of the meanings. The priest was saying “Goddess Durga, you are
everywhere — you are present in our slumber, in our errors, in kindness, in anger, in love, in peace,
in knowledge, in ignorance, in shame, in death - you destroy evil and show us the way to light.”
He felt he was on the brink of a strange realization he could not fully understand- like the fragrance
from a hidden garden, like the glow of the unrisen sun. He wondered if there was a mysterious
beauty in this universe which his books have not taught him yet. He had decided to request God
for good scores at his exams, but suddenly that seemed too puny a prayer. All he could do was
hold out his folded hands.

Everything in Bengali culture culminates in a big feast. This was usually held at Mala’s
house. There were long rows of people seated on tiny rugs on the ground. Food offered to God
was served first. Then came many varieties of fried vegetables, Khichuri- a mixture of rice and
lentil cooked together, vegetable curries, many types of sweets and yogurt, and on the last day of
Puja fish was also included.

As evening fell, lights came on. The city’s gritty concrete jungle became a wonderland for
a few days. Lights glittered everywhere, people were smiling and greeting each other. There were
families, groups of arrogant youths, and shy dating couples, all out to taste the feast of life. There
was no longer a separation between people, only goodwill and love.

Those heady days of Puja were soon over. School would still remain closed for a few more
weeks. Guests have all left by now. This was when father made his delightful announcement.

“So I have worked hard all through the Puja days” he said smiling, “and now is my turn to
spend time with my family. With a lot of effort, | have been able to get four train tickets for our
family for a trip to Mussoorie — the queen of hill stations.”

Anil now realized why their compounder had been leaving very early every morning and
returning exhausted. He must have been standing in line for train tickets at Howrah Station. Of
course, this was the only way to make reservations in those days.

A flurry of thrilling activity followed. Mother fished out an ancient “holdall”. This could
hold beddings and then could be rolled up with straps. A couple of steel trunks appeared from
somewhere and all their warm clothes were neatly packed into them. Anil made labels with father’s
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name and their destination and stuck them with glue on every item of baggage. Sister produced
some pictures of Mussoorie and the hotel they will be staying at. Finally the day came when they
all got into a taxi and headed towards the station. The long train known as Doon express with many
red coaches pounded into the platform pulled by a hissing steam engine. Everyone rushed to the
doors. Anil’s family found their reserved seats and sat down. Mother had brought a domestic help
to make beds for them and was carrying a basket filled with dinner goodies. The ticket checker in
black coat and white pants made his rounds and somberly checked all documents.

As the whistle sounded Anil saw the platform pulling away, and his known world receding.
A tingle went up his spine. He stared into the darkening night at the changing landscape. Villages
were passing by as the train gathered speed. Anil turned to his elder sister and said “Didi, now I
know the meaning of the new word you taught — romance!

He now smiled wistfully as he came out of his reverie. He thought time is powerful, but
memory is even stronger. Wonders from the past have melted away like Cinderella’s castle, but
they still shine bright and show the way through the changing tracks of life.

EKDALIA EVERGREEN 2009 Pandal

EKDALIA EVERGREEN 2013 pandal
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Wild Wild West!
Vaswati Biswas

If you have ever been to Yellowstone
National Park, then you know the sense of
awe you experience with the breathtaking
views and scenery. But who knew the
exciting drive from the foothills of grand
Rocky Mountains in Denver to Yellowstone,
through Wyoming and Black hills of South
Dakota would take you to beating hearts of
the Wild West. As we cruised to South
Dakota, my thoughts instantly got connected
to cowboys and ranches, pioneers, native
Indians and the gold rush of the Wild West.

Black hills are located on the western edge
of South Dakota with abundant scenic
landscapes and varied wildlife. Black hills
are called so because of their dark
appearance from a distance, as they were
covered with dense trees. The local native
Indians, the Lakota tribe called it “Paha
Sapa”. The hills had once promise of gold
but the gold rush is now history. It may not
produce gold but luscious green forests are
still rich with beauty. One of the most
visited tourist spot of this region is Mount
Rushmore. When we reached there, it was a
beautiful summer afternoon with deep blue
sky. Four American Presidents- Roosevelt,
Lincoln, Jefferson and Washington are
carved in the cliff of Black hills 60 feet tall.
To see in person this monumental
masterpiece was grand and amazing. The
walkway to the viewing platform is flanked
by pillars with flags of each of the fifty
states. | have been told

g
Mt. Rushmore

the evening illumination on the mountain is
spectacular but we missed it. Adjacent to Mt
Rushmore is the Custer State Park. A tangle
of winding mountain roads and tunnels leads
to the Custer State Park in the Black hills.
The 71,000 acres of prairie grasslands and
mountainous terrains are home to buffalo,
pronghorn, bighorn sheep, mountain goats
and many more. Our favored luck supported
to see the herds of buffaloes, a big horn sheep
and a few mountain goats.

Custer Park boasts of several scenic drives,
Needle highway is a unique one. It was a
spectacular drive with a series of twists and
turns through rugged granite mountains and
meadows. When we were crossing the Sylvan
Lake, needle like granite formation pierced
the horizon along the highway called
Needle’s eye. This is how the road’s name
came into existence. Emerging from the Park
we headed to the still under construction
Crazy Horse Memorial. The Crazy Horse
Memorial is an effort to honor the legacy of
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brave Lakota leader, Crazy Horse with
heritage and traditions of Native Indians.

Crazy Horse Memorial

This amazing mountain carving started in
1948; over 60 years in making and when
completed it will be the largest mountain
carving in the world. It is a totally private
funded project with no government
assistance. The onsite Indian museum of
North  America and Native American
education and cultural center gave us insights
into the lives of Native Indians from pre
Columbian to contemporary times. As we sat
by the lofty memorial in the tranquility of the
Black hills we felt in awe and fascinated by
the history of the Lakota Sioux cultures. We
crossed the black hills region and went
further east to witness geographical wonders
of Badlands National Park. The Lakota
called Mako Sica meaning Land bad. The
land here is ruthlessly ravaged by wind and
water giving rise to some colorful spires,
pinnacles, massive buttes and deep gorges.
The landscape of the rugged beauty in the
morning sun was just stunning. It looked like
a miniature version of the Grand Canyon. We
didn’t spend a long time in Badlands but there
are several wonderful trails to explore and

look out for fossils. The park has one of the
most fossil accumulations in North America.

Badlands, Wyoming

It was time to go back to Wyoming for our
final destination to Yellowstone Park. We
halted at Gillette for the night, but on our
way we stopped at the Devil’s Tower in
Wyoming. The Devil’s Tower is a gigantic,
natural rock formation that looks like a tall
tower shaped monument.

Devil’s Tower

This place is revered by the native Indians as
sacred though it is very popular for rock
climbing now. The Devil’s Tower is the first
national monument established in 1906 by

71| sgfssss



Theodore  Roosevelt. The  landscape
surrounding the Devil’s Tower is amazing,
composed of red sandstone and siltstone
cliffs above the Belle Fourche River, known
as spearhead formation. It is one of those
places that being there in person does so
much more than pictures. As we drove out of
the monument we came across a Prairie dog
town at the base of the tower.

Prairie dogs at the Devil’s Tower

These black tailed furry animals live in
underground communities called towns and
commonly found in the grasslands of central
and western North America. The following
day from Gillette, we drove through the cattle
ranches of sparsely populated state and
reached Sheridan, known as Wyoming’s
Jewel. Sheridan area is home to one of the
highest concentrations of Indian War battle
sites in the USA. The town is surrounded by
a magnificent backdrop of the Big Horn
Mountain. Big Horn Mountains are majestic
range of peaks of the Rocky Mountain chain,
most sore over 9000 feet. Bighorn is named
so because of numerous bighorn sheep found
within the range.

parkland crossing through the states of
Wyoming, Montana and Idaho.

The rock formation on the Bighorn

The scenic road drive meandering through
this beautiful mountain showcases limestone
outcroppings, Shell canyon, crystal clear
lakes and glacier carved valleys. The initial
climb to sheer mountain walls was beautiful,
as we reached the higher elevation on the top,
it was a surreal experience. The other side of
the Bighorn was the spectacular Canyon with
fantastic rock formations and took us right by
the Shell falls. After crossing the incredible
Big Horn Mountain we reached the town of
Cody. Cody is just a few miles away from
pristine wilderness serving as the Eastern
gateway of the Yellowstone National Park.
Cody.is named for its founder, Buffalo Bill
Cody and remains full of old west adventure.
The town attracts cowboys and tourists alike
with reenactments of famous shootouts,
rodeos and the Cody stampede.

Yellowstone National Park is the world’s
first national park with 3,500 miles of
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Bison grazing by the Yellowstone River

This fascinating park has both geography and
geology. The park has five entrances,
northern  region being outside the
Yellowstone Caldera- the largest super
volcano on the continent. When we arrived in
the park, at the eastern entrance we drove
through the peaceful Hayden valley, with the
Yellowstone River on the eastern side of the
roadway. Soon we were introduced to wild
life, surrounded by grazing bison in the lush
green meadows. Majority of the park is over
7000 feet and the weather changes
constantly.  Scientists’  estimate, the
Yellowstone Caldera, if it erupted, would
cast a 3 feet layer of ashes across the
American West. The southern region of the
Park boasts of the concentration of
geothermal features, home to the iconic
geysers, such as OIld Faithful. The Old
Faithful geyser is located in the upper
Geyser Basin with several other geysers. We
were spellbound as it erupted and expelled
hot water to a great height right dot on time.
The Morning Glory Pool in upper Geyser
Basin was another favorite destination which
resembled the flower and displayed exquisite
colors.

Old Faithful Geyser

From Upper Geyser basin we moved to
Midway Geyser Basin by the banks of
Firehole River. Here we saw the incredible
clear shades of blues and greens in Turquoise
pool, Opal Pool, Excelsior Geyser Crater and
the grand multicolored Grand Prismatic
Spring, the largest hot spring in the park.

Grand Prismatic Spring, Mid Geyser Basin

The volcanic activity that causes this
phenomenon is so impressive. Fountain Pots
in the lower Geyser Basin is another
geothermal activity in the park. There are
several hot mud pots, fumeroles and hot
pools, of which Red Spouter exhibits all the
thermal features of different seasons.
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Hot bubbling mud pots

After winding around the Yellowstone River,
visiting Geysers, dozen hot pools and mud
pots, the next day we arrived at the Upper
falls and Lower falls of the Yellow Stone
River. Artist Point at lower falls is a cliff on
the south rim of the Grand Canyon of the
Yellowstone.

Artist Point- Grand Canyon of Yellowstone

Here the Yellowstone Falls cascade into the
Grand Canyon, which is more than 800 feet
deep. The exquisite colors of yellow, red,
ochre combined with blue green enveloping
slopes of the Grand Canyon is a scenic vista,
especially during sunset and sunrise. This
incredible spot was my absolute favorite
place in Yellowstone. Probably Yellowstone

bears the name from the golden hues of the
canyon.

Yellowstone is vast and varied. The valley
and forest inside the park are home to several
wild lives. Bears and wolves can be spotted
in the early morning hours or dusk, besides
bison and elks. The magnificent Yellowstone
Lake is the largest lake in the high altitude.
Walking along the shoreline, the view was
breathtaking with snow-capped mountains in
the distant. In the south west area of the lake
is the West Thumb Basin consists of
geysers, fumeroles including some in the lake
itself. In the Northern part of the park outside
the Caldera, lies the Mammoth Hot Springs.
Mammoth Hot Springs are different from
thermal areas elsewhere.in the park. The hot
springs change all the time here.

Mammoth Hot Springs

Constantly terraced formations made by the
springs with orange and white colors are
picturesque and gorgeous. Each of the area in
the Yellowstone Park is unique and offers
extravagant beauty of untouched nature and
wilderness.

We exited south from Yellowstone and the
weather was delightful. Another favorite part
of the Yellowstone vacation was driving
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along the pristine clear Jackson Lake and
Jenny Lake by the majestic peaks of Grand
Tetons. Grand Teton National Park is only 10
miles south of Yellowstone and the park is
named Grand Teton, the tallest mountain in
the Teton Range of the Rockies. The regal
peaks have receding glaciers, standing 7000
feet above valley floor with wild summer
flowers at the foothills. Emerging from the
park we headed back to Denver to return
home

Grand Teton range with a meadow of wild
flowers

Snow clad lofty Teton peaks

“The real voyage of discovery consists not in
seeking new landscapes but in having new
eyes.” Indeed this marvelous journey of Wild
West was an eye opener, enriching my soul
with the unforgettable memories of nature’s
wonder.
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‘T &S’

Naa Uniki

My ldentity (in Telugu)
Sushma Madduri

Bhramar was staring at the crisp glass windows of his office cabin located in the heart of
New York City. He was keenly observing the snowflakes as they touched the glass pane and
quickly melted away- leaving no trail behind them, except for a few drops of water. He was lost
in deep thought as he just finished reading a letter from his mother. The modern email system
hasn’t reached her doorstep. She still follows the old hardcopy style and is amused by the way it
works, even across the oceans! She lives in a remote village, Narayanpet, in the south Indian state
of Telangana.

Bhramar belongs to a weaver family. They weave the traditional ‘narayanpet’ sarees for a
living. The loom has been handled as the family business for generations now. A sensitive nose
can easily catch the smell of the fabric color smudged at several places on the paper she used for
writing the letter.

Over the decades, due to poverty, unemployment and illiteracy, weavers haven’t been doing well
in business and some of those families have suffered hard to earn a single decent meal per day.
This has forced people to give up the craft and look for alternate employment. Bhramar learnt a
lot from these stressful situations as a kid early, especially after his father’s untimely death and
hence decided not to take up the family business. He succeeded in convincing his mother to send
him to school. His mother did small chores in the nearby villages and paid for his school. He slowly
climbed the ladder of success, from a primary school in his village to the degree college in a nearby
town. He worked very hard, sacrificing little pleasures as a child to reach his goal in life. He
secured a job in the city in a software firm, and is currently recruited for an onsite assignment in
NY City. His peers consider his academic journey a true inspiration.

Today, he received a letter from his mother, on occasion of his birthday. It was a long
letter- different from her earlier ones. He slowly re-traced his steps back in time as he read her
letter,

“Bhramar babu ( my little boy in ‘Telugu’),

May God bless you with a long life. Happy birthday to you. I am fine here, and hope the same with
you there. | received the money you sent last week. Your uncle Rajanna handed over the bank
passbook yesterday. He praised you a lot. He said, you are doing very well and will take good care
of me. He added with a smile, that | should be really proud of you! You have reached your goal
and are fulfilling your responsibility as a devoted son. | am really happy for what you have become
today.
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| am sending you a new shirt with this letter. Hope it fits you. It has been a year since | last
saw you. | am sure you must have lost weight. You work so hard round the clock. I stitched the
shirt last week. Janaki (our neighbor) helped me finish it, as my eye-sight is getting worse with
time.

Babu, I have a bad news to share. Your best friend Raju’s father passed away last week.
He has huge loans to pay off. He has been ill for sometime now. This is the situation with many
of our neighbors in the weaving business. Weaving has become a sick industry. I don’t know if
the reason is globalization, and craze for foreign brand clothing. Youngsters like you should think
of ways to revive such gifted craftsmanship. Give a thought of supporting your family business,
which supported us for generations. Don’t ignore it. It may not be as attractive as your job,
however, many families still depend on it for a living. This handicraft needs caring hands to keep
the wick burning.

Babu, any form of art is a God’s gift and not everyone can master it. By Almighty’s grace
you have had a chance to learn it from your father at an early age. Don’t forget the loom (our
mother). This is my deepest desire and also probably my last wish as your mother. Let your
education and wisdom help you realize your role in reviving this beautiful craftsmanship. It is your
identity.

May God bless you,
Amma”

Bhramar came out of his thoughts, with the buzzing of his phone. ‘Hello...,who is
calling?”, “Hi BHARAM, Bill here. The meeting starts in another 15 minutes, please get the
presentation we put together yesterday on your way here. See ya!”.

Bhramar smiled for a moment, but felt a deeper void in his heart as he put the receiver
down. His mother named him ‘Bhramar’ — which means a honey bee in Sanskrit. A honey bee
works very hard to travel places and collect the best honey from different flowers and carefully
transports back to the comb for storage. He still remembers the sparkle in her eyes, whenever she
called his name back home. She often said that, she probably knew him very well and what he will
become even before he was born, so chose that name.

Due to the foreignness of the name, inspite of seeing it written several times, his colleagues
often call him ‘BHARAM’. This means illusion in Sanskrit, a completely different meaning from
the original name. He often wondered, if that was their lack of understanding or a careless attitude?
However, he was too shy to correct them. He feared inside that, one day he might actually forget
his original name.

At that moment, he recalled the last sentence from his mother’s letter. “It is your
IDENTIY”. He said to himself, “My name is not just any other word, but my ‘identity’. How can
| be so careless about my identity? Similarly my family business is also my identity”!

He looked back at the window. The snowflakes were nowhere to be seen. They no longer have an
identity. They originated from water which has an identity. The ‘Origin’ is the identity. Similarly,
the loom is his identity. He should be proud to say that he belongs to the weaver’s family. They

77 | s fisgxy



weave clothes that everyone can wear, clothes that also sometimes give people an ‘identity’! He
hasn’t thought on those lines till today.

At that moment, he made up his mind as per his mother’s wish to explore possibilities to
stabilize and secure his family business. He looked out of the window with a peaceful mind. The
snowflakes reminded him of the flower designs his father weaved on a bridal saree.

Soon, Bhramar quit his job and started out an independent business with the help of a local
bank near his village. He employed a few of his fellow weavers to revive the family business of
weaving the beautiful ‘narayanpet sarees’. He embarked on the idea of online sales and shipping
by connecting to local shipping agencies. He employed people for taking care of different aspects
of the business, thereby creating jobs to a few others. He once again proved to be a inspiration for
his peers, this time with his true identity!!

Dedicated to... the Narayanpet Weavers in Telangana, India.

(Inspired by Ethnic Day Celebration on All India Radio, June 19', 2015)
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Greater Binghamton Bengali Association: 2015

Committees Participating Members

Finance Utpal Roychowdhury, Dilip Hari, Sambit Saha, Pranab Datta, Samir Biswas.

Pubilicity Utpal Roychowdhury, Pranab Datta, Dilip Hari, Samir Biswas, Ashim Datta, Parveen
Paul, Sambit Saha, Aniruddha Banerjee, Manas Chatterji.

Fuja Website Anju Sharma.

Puja Magazine Pradipta Chatterji, Utpal Roychowdhury, Sujoy Chakrabarty, Sohini Banerjee.

Puja Aycjon Amol Banerjee (Priest), Aniruddha Banerjee, Vaswati Biswas, Damayanti Ghosh, Sheema
Roychowdhury, Pradipta Chatterji, Anasua Datta, Anju Sharma, Manashi Paul, Shamla
Chebolu, Abha Banerjee, Maitrayee Ganguly.

Prasad & Bheg Vaswati Biswas, Subol Kumbhakar, Pradipta Chatterji, Sheema Roychowdhury,
Damayanti Ghosh, Manashi Paul, Shamla Chebolu, Sohini Banerjee.

Decoration Sohini Banerjee, Damayanti Ghosh, Anju Sharma, Vaswati Biswas, Parveen Paul.

Lunch & Dinner Dilip Hari, Subal Kumbhakar, Samir Biswas, Ashim Datta.

Pratima Tuansfer Sambit Saha, Ashim Datta, Samir Biswas, Subal Kumbhakar, Sujoy Chakrabarty.

Local (utist Cultural | Ruby Biswas.

Prnogram

Jnuited Wutist Dilip Hari.

Cultural Program

Audio Visual Setup & Sambit Saha, Aniruddha Banerjee, Sujoy Chakrabarty.

Stage Management

Fall management Samir Biswas, Sambit Saha, Dilip Hari, Sheema Roychowdhury, Anju Sharma,
Maitrayee Ganguly.

Reception Utpal Roychowdhury, Samir Biswas, Sambit Saha.

Cross Functional Utpal Roychowdhury, Sambit Saha, Pranab Datta, Dilip Hari, Samir Biswas, Subal

Coondination Kumbhakar.

Patwons & Deners

Manas Chatterji, Kanad & Indrani Ghosh, Subimal & Sudipta Chatterjee, Hiren & Dipali
Banerjee, Sumit & Sudeshna Ray.
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Greater Binghamton Bengali Association: 2015

Saturday, October 24, 2015

Durga Puja Programs

Morning Session:

8:00 AM - 12:30 PM Puja (Pushpanjali at 12:15 PM)

12:30 PM - 1.30 PM Prasad + Vegetarian Lunch

1:30 PM - 2:00 PM Dashami Puja + Pushpanjali + Bisharjan

2:00 PM - 2:30 PM Sindoor Utsab + Bijoya + Dhak

| 2:30 PM — 5:45 PM

Break (volunteers assemble in ICC at 5:15 PM) |

Evening Session:

5:45 PM - 6:15 PM Sandhya Aarti + Dhunuchi Dance
6:20 PM -6:30 PM Local Talents - Children
6:30 PM — 7:45 PM Local Talent Showcase - Adults

Bengali Dance Drama - \‘-9|ﬂ|§|2§ ST AV

(Director and Choreographer : Ruby Biswas)

8:00 PM — 9:00 PM Dinner

9:10 PM -11:40 PM Invited Artists (Arfin Rana & Meghna Rajaram)

A

S
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Cratr Binghamton Bengal Assoiaio

invites you with your family and friends to Puja Contribution:

) i General Contibutors
o Dbl ==

Frea admession for chikiren

On October 24 118 years of kss)
v Venue: Indian Cultural Centre, coners dl pograms Mnch. dinoat
e 1505 NYS Routn 25, Vesssl, NY 13350 S

Patrons: $300%amily & above
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Handmade 'kulo’ - Sohini Chakraborty
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