
NAME:  DATE:  PERIOD: 
UNIT V (1848-1877) Ch. 14 Student Outline – THE CIVIL WAR 

 
1. Describe the events at Fort Sumter that eventually led to the start of the Civil War –  

 
 
 
 
 

2. Explain how Lincoln’s conduct as president differed from US presidents before him –  
 
 
 
 

3. Describe the importance of the border states to Union victory –  
 
 
 

4. Describe the strengths and weaknesses for both the Union and the Confederacy in each of the 
following areas -  

a. Military: 
 
 
 
 

b. Economics: 
 
 
 
 

c. Politics: 
 
 
 



NAME:  DATE:  PERIOD: 
 

5. Explain how the Confederate Constitution differed from the US Constitution –  
 

a. Explain how some of the features of the Confederate Constitution foreshadowed 
weaknesses in their structure: 

 
 
 

6. Describe the differences between the strategies of the Union and the Confederacy –  
 
 
 

7. Describe the significance of the battles of Bull Run and Second Bull Run –  
 
 

8. Describe the significance of each of the following: 
a. Battle of Antietam: 

 
 

b. Battle of Fredericksburg: 
 
 

c. Clash of the Monitor and Merrimac: 
 
 

d. The Trent Affair: 
 
 

9. Explain how the Confederacies lack of diplomatic recognition hurt their ability to fight the war –  
 
 
 

10. Describe the difference between the Confiscation Acts and the Emancipation Proclamation –  
 
 
 

11. Explain why President Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation –  
 
 
 

a. Describe the real consequences of it: 
 
 

12. Describe the difference between the Emancipation Proclamation and the 13th Amendment – 
 
 
 
 

13. Explain why each of the following are considered turning points in the war –  
a. Battle of Vicksburg: 
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b. Battle of Gettysburg: 
 

 
14. Describe what is meant by the strategy of winning a war by “attrition” –  

 
 

a. Describe how Sherman’s March to the Sea embodies this strategy: 
 
 

15. Describe the key differences between Radical and Moderate Republicans –  
 

 
16. Explain why President Lincoln could be considered a “tyrant” based on his conduct during the war 

(use specific examples) –  
 

 
17. Explain how each of the following affecting the northern economy during the Civil War –  

a. Morrill Tariff Act: 
 
 

b. Homestead Act: 
 
 

c. Morrill Land Grant Act: 
 
 

d. Pacific Railway Act: 
 
 

18. Describe the role of women in the war –  
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Answer the following Multiple Choice questions in the space below: 
1.  
2.  
3.  
4.  

5.  
6.  
7.  
8.  

Please answer Short Answer #1 in the spaces below: 

 


