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A PERSON wWHo
BLONGS To TiHE

. EPISCOPAL™T
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THE EPISCOP,

* a member of the Anglican
Communion; derived from the !
Church of England and shar- : ~
ing with it traditions of faith )

_ and order as set forth in its
Book of Common Prayer

* one whose traditions include
attitudes that are Protestant
and Catholic, ancient and
reformed - liberal and
conservative.

THE EARLIEST SETTLERS

brought the Anglican faith to the American
wilderness. It spread rapidly as the country
expanded westward.

TODAY,

there are about 2.5 million members
in the U.S.

* “'Episcopal'’ means “‘governed by bishops.
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The Episcopal Church is 2
Church with few ‘musts” —-
POINTING OUT, NOT DICTATING,
the response to God.

Episeopalisns find the
FOLLEST ERoREssed
G CHEBSTENTY i

& -THE SERIPTURES - the Word of God
at work among us. See p. 4 ——— >

e QCREEAS - ancient summaries of
Christian belief. Seg p. 7 ——>~.

o SALRAMENTS - signs of grace,
ordained by Christ. See pp. 8 & 9 ———=>

& MINISTRY _ the orders of ordained
ministries. See pp. VW & H ——— >
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of Episcopal Church |

beliefs:

v Scripture (the primary =
source of doctrine)- """

.~ reason (gifts of the -
Holy Spirit) - :

_.f tradition (WiSdOm Of : .
generations past). "

O “oLy sepuprulé

- written by people
inspired by the
Holy Spirit.

The Old and New Testa-
mentis contain the essence
of Christian doctrine. They
reveal God o humankind,
and tell of our response to
God in history. The Bible
helps us to know God's
will, revealed supremely
through the life, death

and resurrection of Jesus.
The Scriptures are the
word of God, proclaiming
that Jesus -- both God and
human being - is Christ,

the Messiahm .
‘ ~ ‘

0
&

-~ helps us to penetrate
the full depths of
God’s Truth.

The Episcopal Church
does not control inter-
pretation and practice.
Instead, members are
encouraged to use reason
to explere and comprehend
God’s works; to make
responsible moral deci-
sions under the guidance
of Scripture, the ordained
ministry and in response
to sincere prayer.
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© CupRen TRADiTE

-~ development of the Church
under the Holy Spirit's
guidance.,

Tradition helps us to
interpret Scripture; lets us
share experiences of early
Christians and believers
of every era; preserves
hymns, prayers, etc., that
keep our faith alive;
strengthens our faith.
Through its continuity
and consistency, tradition
helps preserve essential
truths through liturgy.




Interpretation of the faith varies somewhat
from parish to parish,;but within the framework
of these basic guidelines:

Ve oLy TRupsery
God is 3 persons in one.
GO0 the PATHES

- infinite, good
omnipotent.

sty g G

" — the joyous union
of both God and
human being;
whose life, death,
and resurrection set
us free from bondage to sin
and death.

GoD the HoLY ST

- God's power
of love moving
within us in
mysterious and
unexpected ways.

™
I E
believe. ..

~

R R
- the end of our separation from

God; the beginning of a new life,
lived according to God's will

—~ gained by us because of
Christ’s sacrifice

- every Christian should witness to
Christ's sacrifice — and express ths
tiving truth of this sacrifice to the
world (evangelism).

\\\\\\\\I ///

PHEEDS sopmarize the Christian faith;
they’ clearly express our faith in the Holy Trinity.

- APOSTLES' CREED —— creed of the early
v Roran Chureh, dating from the Znd century.
- NICENE. CREED —— Eastern in origin,
dating from the 4th century.

ATHANASIAN CREED —— sometimes called
the “Quicunque VUt meaning “whoever

7|

wishes” in Latin.

“Fole LHURLEH

— the people of God; all baptized

people are the members. .

&HE - one Body under one Head,

Christ.

H®LY - the Holy Spirit dwells
in it and its members.

EFERBLIE ~ universal; holding

the faith for all time,

everywhere, for
everybody.

¥8L4& - continuing In the
Apostles’ teaching
and fellowship.

LR

- a joyous response to God's love
- an expression of hope for Salvation

~ a chance to praise God and receive -
strength and forgiveness

— a way to share faith with other
believers.

| those with great ceremony and splendor.

How £L1SEOPALINNS
WoRSHp
The Episcopal Church is liturgical,
i.e., it has formal rites for public worship
{(drawn from past ages as well as from
the present).
3 CENTRAL TEXTS:

« BIBLE — regularly read throughout
-the Church year.
s BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER -~
contains calendar of Church year,
services, prayers, etc,

» HYMNAL — contains hymns and
chants.

The texts vary little from parish to parish.

Method of conducting services may vary

greatly, from very plain services to

@ MoRe. .,

(}/‘T



Ysutward and visible signs
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THE 2 SACRAMENTS of the GOSPEL

These sacraments were instituted
and ordained by Jesus.

YGateway 4o Hhe
Family of God.!

Baptism Is administered once
to each person - usually as
an infant. Water is poured on
the head or the child is im-
mersed in water, to symbolize
the washing away of sins. The
Holy Trinity is called upon to
strengthen the new church
member. Baptism is a pledge
of repentance and cbedience
to divine will. It's a sign that
a person has been reborn into
a new family, the Church.

@
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oLy gv:

Remembrance of praise and

4hanksgiving for Chrigtls
death ard resurrection.

In Holy Communion, ordinary
bread and wine become the
sacramental vehicle for Jesus
Christ's presence within us, as
he promised. When receiving
Communion, Episcopalians
offer themselves to God in
repentance, love and faith -
recall Jesus' death, acknowledge
his sacrifice, renew hope in the
heavenly banguet.

e

)

Through the sacraments,

God sustains the Iife of the Church;
gives us the love and strength we
need to live with Christ.

\\‘ff/
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5 OTHER SACRAMENTS

SOMPpASTER
Conferred by a bishop,

confirmation strengthens /7~ @ )
the commitment made (@ )
to Christ at Baptism; D‘DQ {
witness Christ in the ®F/
world and to self- —\Jr

gives us courage to
lessly serve each other.

PEENLE

Sorrow for sinning,
with a sincere desire -

to amend one’s life;

assurance by a priest [_ /f?ﬂ

of God's forgiveness
through absolution;
sinner's reconcilia-
tion with the Creator.

PRgsTiRsEapty
The sacrament of
marriage, in which
God joins together
a man and woman
in physical and
spiritual union.

ORGP OTume

The sacrament consecrat-
ing Christians in service
to God. Spiritual power
and grace are given o
help them devote their
lives to the good of the
community — teaching,
administering sacraments,
governing the Church.

® PRSI of WERLIRSG

Continuation of g

Christ’s work among O@
the sick; involves [}
“laying on of hands,”
anointing with oll,
and praying for
physical and }
spiritual health.

ﬁ(
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BiSHOPS

An unbroken line of
bishops may be traced
back to the early church
commissioned by Jesus.

]

Bishops are spiritual overseers
of their dioceses (groups of
parishes, missions), which elected
them to office. Bishops act as
counselors to clergy; ordain
priests, deacons; consecrate
other bishops,; administer Con-
firmation; are final counselors
in church matters. Together,
bishops share responsibility for
the welfare of the church.

)
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PRIESTS

Must meet high standards
of personal integrity and
judgment.

CAr 30N

Priests are parish leaders.
The full scope of their duties
covers every pastoral, spir-
itual and educational activity.
Specifically, priests celebrate
the Eucharist, baptize, pro-
nounce absolution, and
perform many cther duties.

===
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DEALONS
An order of special
ministry of servanthood. ___— .
HoSP1T
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Deacons assist priests in
parish work, or minister
{under bishop's supervision)

in missions or unorganized
parishes. They cannot per-
form sacramental acts of the
priesthood — eg., though not
allowed to celebrate the
Eucharist, they may minister
the consecrated Holy Commu-
nion at a service, to the sick, etc.

eSan MiniStries commission.

=

Vesiry, priest and.

RELIGGUE SEDERS

consist of men and
women bound by the
traditional vows of
poverty, chastity, and
obedience. Most monks
and nuns live in com-
munities; some are active
in the world. Emphasis
is on a life of prayer,

but members also per-
form social, medical,
and educational duties,
as well as religious ones.




i (C The Episedpal Chureh is 2
_ democratic chureh with 2 system
. of government resembling that

of the United States.

HaH

) N P iALTE
T 2rasia presides over B &g i,ﬂ S BF W - chief bishop of the
L ~ diocese EE

Episcopal Chuich

Anglican Communion;

SHISTED BY di t ~ 'J SRETERBURY but not an arch-
(Y\ AC rnittee and cit:r?cil:g e has a primacy of bishop or a pope.
om ]
] honor throughout the -
i of priests and lay people. (\-/ ono g

but - every national Church
“Eﬂ} within it is self-governing.
: ETabplpill, GHEFIERMNG-
roup of
: PIOLESE {sarl P CONVENTION
1 PARISH Clergy and lay delegates take
t ] - part In this, the highest legis-
' + RELTOR (priest)™ i lative body in the Episcopal
[ presides over the parigh; ] BpiplURE, DhDPESHN Church. It provides guidelines
Y etected by the parish, subject Porich ‘ COEVE TG Diopesan for the faith, guides the whole
= to the bishop's approval. riones ' ; — presided over by bishop Conventions | Church in programs of Christian
= VESTRY consists of %@a i education, evangelism, and
. G

sociai actlon. It consists of:

.« | | ~lay delegates and clergy gu.eay
parishioners elected to be the s } e,

agents and legal representatives lay business in the geographic
of the parish in matters of 6@'8\93‘1'&5 Ho area of the diocese.

conduct the Church's R

c,ergy * House of Bishops

3 a0, @ @
« LAY PEOPLE - are also ministers r r W f 3 r_«-‘-ﬂ-] N
of the Church. They take part in

church services and participate in
its teaching mission.

_l
. ; ‘ ‘and |3y » House of Deputies C>
— property and refations to J .
the clergy. ] O (7 O O Cje[e_g‘a‘l'&é ‘
|
1
J

The Book of Common Prayer
tells us that private worship slone
is inadequate; religion 15 8 fellow—
ship. You relate to the whole Chureh
Hhrough your PARISH —— vour local
church cormmunity...

* RECTOR- OF MISSION isthe lo-slmp, who
’appom‘\'s 5 vicar +o represertt him/ her

5,
v
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Yo :
—— s guided by the priest;
nurtured by chureh ceremonies,
prayer, the sacraments; witnessing
to Christ in congregation and community.

) i '
5 3 Christian WHNes2 and @ person
° participate

QUi SERVIEES Gy wiOREe
- prayer and working - performing acts of charity
together - working for social justice

and reform, Christian unity
on a personal, day-to-day
basis

— sharing our faith
through Chrlstian
education.

-- spreading the Good Word
to people in the world

community.

FuLFiils
spiritual needs

BESER UNDERSTRND
how to keep our daily
life in tune with our
search for salvation

2

It means trying 1o

. raise children in L
Qhrist's love &
. get ir\VOlVed in P
your pz:rlsln. |V O
Ay ARCH
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Baing o Epseopalion mesd
@w%’?\%’éﬁg Pt teaplgds n e L
siuvlg Heoogh Clwish inthe Ehoreh.

““The duty of all Christians is to follow
Christ; to come logether week by week for
corporate worship; and to work, pray, and
give for the spread of the kingdom of God.”

The Book of Common Prayer,
An Outline of the Falth



