“People coming together to be The Church,

v Ity LU'th e ra n not just attend one.”

Chu rCh Trinity Lutheran Church is an open and inclusive
church, welcoming all who seek God.

69 Griswold Street - Hillsdale, Michigan
517-437-2647 - tichillsdale.org

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost July 17, 2022

Service of Holy Communion
9:30 a.m. Worship



Trinity Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

WELCOME TO WORSHIP THIS MORNING! We invite you to join us regularly for worship
and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our congregational life. If you are new here, we
welcome you; if you are a member of longstanding, we celebrate your gifts and your ministry
among us. Our order of worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin.

MISSION STATEMENT - The Mission Statement of Trinity Lutheran Church is to nurture faith
through proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ by word, sacrament, deeds and loving
relationships, to ALL people.

VISION STATEMENT - As proclaimers of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Vision of Trinity
Lutheran Church is to maximize our gifts and resources to reach out with God’s love and serve the
global community.

COMMUNION PROCEDURE - The communion table of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America is open to all baptized Christians who believe that our Lord Jesus is truly present in the
forms of bread and wine. Please follow the ushers’ instructions at the time of distribution.
Children who have not yet received first communion instruction are welcome to come forward
with their families to receive a blessing.

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated weekly throughout the year. No one is ever
required to participate in the sacrament, but it is offered to nourish and sustain God’s people. This
is in accordance with Lutheran teaching:
Background 35A: The Church celebrates the Holy Communion frequently because the
Church needs the sacrament, the means by which the Church’s fellowship is established
and its mission as the baptized people of God is nourished and sustained. This practice
was reaffirmed in 1989 by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We continue to
need “consistent pastoral encouragement and instruction relating to Holy
Communion...pointing up Christ’s command, his promise, and our deep need.” For a
variety of historical reasons, Lutherans in various places moved away from the weekly
celebration of the sacrament.
Application 35C: Participation in the sacramental meal is by invitation, not demand. The
members of the church are encouraged to make the sacrament a frequent rather than
occasional part of their lives.
(Excerpts from: The Use of the Means of Grace, Principle 35)

COMMEMORATION:

Bartolomé de Las Casas, missionary to the Indies, died 1566

A native of Spain, Las Casas first came to the Western hemisphere while serving in the military.
Upon arriving in the West, Las Casas was granted a large estate with Indigenous enslaved people
whom he freed after he was ordained a priest. He worked in the Caribbean and Central America
to improve the lives of the native peoples.



Sunday, July 17, 2022

INTRODUCTION

Perhaps the church, at its best, is “all ears.” God urges the faithful, again and again, to “listen
up!”—to heed the word that gives life. So it was with Abraham and Sarah, Mary and Martha, and
the early church at Colossae. So it is today as we join the assembly to hear the word of God, the
word of life.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Stand. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
the fountain of living water,

the rock who gave us birth,

our light and our salvation.

Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God,

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,

calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise

through Jesus Christ our Lord

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen



GATHERING HYMN ELW #853 When Morning Gilds the Skies
0 . | | . | | |
e e
Y — 7 L‘fi . - M1
1 When morn-ing gilds the skies, my heart a - wak -ing  cries:
2 When mirth for mu - sic  longs, this is my song of  songs:
3 No love-lier an - ti - phon in all high heav’'n is  known
4 Let all of hu - man - kind in  this their con-cord find:
5 Sing, sun and stars of space, sing, all who see his face,
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may Je - sus Christ be praised! When eve - ning shad-ows  fall,
may Je - sus Christ be praised! God’s ho - ly house of prayer
than “Je - sus Christ be praised!” There to thee -ter - nal Word
may Je - sus Christ be praised! Let all the earth a - round
sing, “Je - sus Christ be praised!” God’s whole cre - a - tion o’er,
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this rings my cur - few call: may Je - sus  Christ be praised!
has none that can com - pare with “Je - sus  Christ be praised!”
the e-ter - nal psalm is  heard: oh, Je - sus Christ be praised!
ring joy - ous with the sound: may Je - sus  Christ be praised!
to - day and ev - er - more shall Je - sus  Christ be praised!
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GREETING|

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you
HYMN OF PRAISE ELW # 164 Glory to God in the Highest
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray.
Eternal God, you draw near to us in Christ, and you make yourself our guest. Amid the
cares of our lives, make us attentive to your presence, that we may treasure your word
above all else, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

Sit

A A reading from Genesis

FIRST READING Genesis 18:1-10a

The LORD visits Abraham and Sarah to tell them that the long-awaited promise of the birth of a
child will be fulfilled for them in their old age.

The LORD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent in the
heat of the day. ?He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw them, he ran
from the tent entrance to meet them, and bowed down to the ground. *He said, “My lord, if I find
favor with you, do not pass by your servant. “Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet,
and rest yourselves under the tree. °Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh yourselves,
and after that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you
have said.” °And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, “Make ready quickly three
measures of choice flour, knead it, and make cakes.” “Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf,
tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it. 5Then he took curds and
milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them; and he stood by them under the tree
while they ate.

®They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?”” And he said, “There, in the tent.” %Then one
said, “I will surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son.”

A Word of God, Word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 46
Be still, and know that | am God!

'God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
*Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change,
though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea;
*though its waters roar and foam,
though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
“There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
°God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved:;
6



God will help it when the morning dawns.

®The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter;

he utters his voice, the earth melts.

"The LORD of hosts is with us;

the God of Jacob is our refuge.

8Come, behold the works of the LORD;

see what desolations he has brought on the earth.

°He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear;
he burns the shields with fire.

10mBe still, and know that | am God!

I am exalted among the nations, | am exalted in the earth."
"The LORD of hosts is with us;

the God of Jacob is our refuge.

A A reading from Colossians

SECOND READING Colossians 1:15-28
This letter offers a mystical teaching, that the great mystery of God is “Christ in you.” Because
Christ is present in the church, Christians share in his life, suffering, and glory.

S[Christ Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation;*¢ for in him all
things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or
dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. Y"He
himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. *®He is the head of the body, the
church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place
in everything. *For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 2°and through him God
was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace
through the blood of his cross.

2LAnd you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 2?he has now
reconciled in his fleshly body through death, so as to present you holy and blameless and
irreproachable before him—2provided that you continue securely established and steadfast in the
faith, without shifting from the hope promised by the gospel that you heard, which has been
proclaimed to every creature under heaven. I, Paul, became a servant of this gospel.

241 am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh | am completing what is
lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church. %I became its servant
according to God’s commission that was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully
known, 2°the mystery that has been hidden throughout the ages and generations but has now been
revealed to his saints. ’To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the
riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. %It is he whom we
proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone in all wisdom, so that we may present
everyone mature in Christ.



A Word of God, Word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al -le - Tu - ia.
P The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 10" chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL Luke 10:38-42

During his visit to the home of Mary and Martha, Jesus reminds Martha that her concern for her
many tasks distracts from the one thing that precedes all else: abiding in the presence of God.

3Now as [Jesus and his disciples] went on their way, he entered a certain village, where a woman
named Martha welcomed him into her home. 3*She had a sister named Mary, who sat at the
Lord’s feet and listened to what he was saying. “°But Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so
she came to him and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do all the work by
myself? Tell her then to help me.” “‘But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are
worried and distracted by many things; “’there is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the
better part, which will not be taken away from her.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ
Sit

SERMON



Stand

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #519 Open Your Ears, O Faithful People
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APOSTLES CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried,
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A

United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, and all in
need.

A brief silence.

A

C

Ever-present God, in Christ you fill all things. As your church gathers to hear your word,
share your meal, and receive your blessing, teach us to welcome strangers as we have
been welcomed by you. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Through Christ you created all things, visible and invisible. Teach humankind to honor
and protect all creation, including living things that remain hidden from our eyes such as
air, atmosphere, molecules, and microscopic creatures. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Through Christ you reconcile all things. Motivate those in power to end enslavement,
dehumanization, or brutality of any kind (in the spirit of Bartolomé de Las Casas, whom
we commemorate today) and to protect and improve the lives of Indigenous peoples. God
of grace,

hear our prayer.

Through Christ you bring peace. Assure all who are worried and distracted by many
things of your constant presence. Soothe those suffering in mind, body, or spirit. Sustain
all who are afflicted and those who serve as caregivers (especially). God of grace,

hear our prayer.

In Christ you make your word fully known. Inspire this worshiping community
(congregation may be named) to abide fully in your word as we sit at the feet of Jesus.
Bless the ministry of teachers and Bible study leaders. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

A

C

In Christ you brought forth the firstborn from the dead. We give thanks for the saints you
have gathered at your table. Gather us with them in your eternal glory. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with your Holy Spirit, we entrust
these spoken prayers and those in our hearts into your holy keeping.
Amen.
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SHARING OF THE PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

Please do not leave your pew, pass the peace to those in your family group as you wish but to
others by waves or other hand signs

Sit

OFFERING Third Sunday: Marifiki Children’s Fund
Each week, our congregation collects a general offering for the church and our ministries.
Additionally, we collect an offering for special projects. If you would like to make a regular gift
to the church, please place it in the offering plate. If you are looking to support our special

project (noted above), please place your offering in the barnyard boxes or noisy offering buckets.
The plate will be presented to the altar by the ushers at this time

OFFERING HYMN ELW #184 Let the Vineyards be Fruitful, Lord
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OFFERING PRAYER

A God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on your
goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good of
all, in the name of Jesus.

C Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
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+EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.
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LORD'S PRAYER
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the banquet.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
The presiding minister and the assisting ministers receive the bread and wine and then give them
to those who come to receive. As the ministers give the bread and wine, they say these words to
each communicant:

The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.
The communicant may say "Amen."

Follow the usher’s instructions to approach the altar. Communion will be by individual cup, the
communicant stands before the Pastor to receive the bread, then Assisting Minister will hand you
the cup the cup of wine. Gluten-free communion wafers are available upon request. Simply tell
the pastor at the time of communion. If you are unable to consume alcohol, please inform the
assisting minister when it is your turn to receive the wine, and you will be given a wine substitute.
There is a basket for the used cups

SILENT MEDITATION
While others are receiving commmunion you are invited to reflect on the readings, the sermon and the music of
the day.
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Stand

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with your
mercy. Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that all may come to
know your love. This we pray in the name of Jesus.

C Amen.

BLESSING
P The God of peace, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you,
and show you the path of life this day and always.

C Amen.
SENDING HYMN ELW #754 Jesus the Very thought of You
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but sweet-er far your face to view and rest with-in  your light.
a sweet-er sound than your blest name, O Sav-ior of us all!
how kind you are  to those who fall! How good to those who seek!

grant us at last to hear you say: “Come, share my home a - bove.”
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DISMISSAL
A Go in peace. Love your neighbor
C Thanks be to God.

T
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SERVING AT TRINITY

Ministers: Every member of the congregation Council President: Terry Vear

Pastor: Rev. Dennis Smith Vice-President: Suzanne Sponsler
Piano/Keyboard: Paul Lucas Treasurer: Chris McNamara
Parish Secretary: Chris McNamara Secretary: Sandra Dufur

Council Members: Warren Bartels, Johncie Langston, Brad Otterbein, Joe Painter, Gene
Stockford-Shively, and Patti Weber

SERVING TODAY:
Assisting Minister: Chris McNamara
Ushers: Tom Stockford-Shively and Diane Draper

ADDITIONAL SERVICES

Altar Guild: Tom Stockford-Shively

Offering Counters: Johncie Langston and Gene Stockford-Shively
Videographer: Gene Stockford-Shively

FLOWERS — The flowers on the altar today are given in memory of Kristin Lucas by her friends
and loved ones at TLC.

The music in this bulletin is reprinted with permission
under Annual License A-727368 from OneLicense.net.
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