Clean Wisconsin ▪ Midwest Environmental Advocates

Milwaukee Riverkeeper ▪ River Alliance of Wisconsin

Sixteenth Street Community Health Center

Waukesha County Environmental Action League


January 6, 2009

Mayor Larry Nelson
City of Waukesha

201 Delafield Street

Waukesha, WI   53188  

Dear Mayor Nelson:

On behalf of the organizations listed below, I want to thank you for hosting us at the Waukesha City Hall on November 13, 2008 for a briefing on the Waukesha Water Utility’s application for a diversion of Lake Michigan water.  As indicated at that meeting, we wanted to take some time to review the information and come back to you with questions, which we are doing now. The attached list of questions represent a compilation of the issues regarding which the undersigned environmental and conservation organizations would like more information. 
As you often acknowledge, if the City of Waukesha submits an application for diversion of Lake Michigan water, it will be precedent-setting for our state and for our Great Lakes Region.  Accordingly, we share your interest in a prospective application that meets the letter and spirit of the Compact and greatly appreciate your repeated commitment to an open and transparent application process.
One of our major concerns reflected in the questions relates to the absence of information regarding which, if any, other long term water supply alternatives were vetted or considered by the City of Waukesha.  We believe this information is necessary for the public and policy makers to make a fair and informed comparison of the potential environmental and economic impacts of the different alternatives.  
We appreciate this opportunity to obtain further information and we will follow up with you again following the City of Waukesha’s responses to these questions.

On behalf of the undersigned environmental and conservation organizations,
Peter McAvoy, Sixteenth Street Community Health Center

Clean Wisconsin

Midwest Environmental Advocates

Milwaukee Riverkeeper

River Alliance of Wisconsin

Waukesha County Environmental Action League

Enclosure

Cc: Daniel Duchniak, Waukesha Water Utility

       Robert Biebel, Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission


