
JORDAN RIVER A SYMBOL OF DEATH 
Josh. 3:14-17 So it came about when the people set out from their tents to cross the 
Jordan with the priests carrying the ark of the covenant before the people, and when 
those who carried the ark came into the Jordan, and the feet of the priests carrying the ark 
were dipped in the edge of the water (for the Jordan overflows all its banks all the days of 
harvest), 16 that the waters which were flowing down from above stood and rose up in 

one heap, a great distance away at Adam, the city that is beside Zarethan; and those 
which were flowing down toward the sea of the Arabah, the Salt Sea, were completely cut 
off. So the people crossed opposite Jericho. 17 And the priests who carried the ark of the 
covenant of the LORD stood firm on dry ground in the middle of the Jordan while all Israel 
crossed on dry ground, until all the nation had finished crossing the Jordan.”  
 The Jordan river is a symbol of death. They enter the river at the place where the 
priests are crossing and they represent the Messiah entering death (Jordan) before us. 
Now, the waters rose up and rolled back north to a place called Adam, which means 
“man.” That means sin/physical and spiritual death has been rolled back all the way back 
to Adam, the first man. Adam is a city near Zarethan, which means “distress.” Now, the 
Jordan flows down to the Dead Sea, which is symbolic of the Lake of Fire. So, what is 
being communicated here. There is only one place to cross, one way to enter death safely 
and that is where Yeshua has crossed (John 14:6, Acts 16.31). Man (Adam, red earth) 
dwells near distress (Zarethan) and is always close to death (Jordan). One day we will all 
come to the Jordan and without faith in Messiah, there is no crossing place.  
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