
 

“People coming together to be The Church, 

not just attend one.” 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church is an open and inclusive  

church, welcoming all who seek God. 

 

69 Griswold Street  Hillsdale, Michigan 

517-437-2647  tlchillsdale.org 

 

Christmas Morning                            December 25, 2022 
 

 

 
 

Service of Word 

9:30 am 
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Trinity Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP THIS MORNING! We invite you to join us regularly for worship 

and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our congregational life. If you are new here, we 

welcome you; if you are a member of longstanding, we celebrate your gifts and your ministry 

among us.  Our order of worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin. 

 

MISSION STATEMENT - The Mission Statement of Trinity Lutheran Church is to nurture faith 

through proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ by word, sacrament, deeds and loving 

relationships, to ALL people. 

 

VISION STATEMENT - As proclaimers of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Vision of Trinity 

Lutheran Church is to maximize our gifts and resources to reach out with God’s love and serve the 

global community. 
 

COMMUNION PROCEDURE - The communion table of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America is open to all baptized Christians who believe that our Lord Jesus is truly present in the 

forms of bread and wine. Please follow the ushers’ instructions at the time of distribution. 

Children who have not yet received first communion instruction are welcome to come forward 

with their families to receive a blessing. 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated weekly throughout the year. No one is ever 

required to participate in the sacrament, but it is offered to nourish and sustain God’s people. This 

is in accordance with Lutheran teaching: 

Background 35A: The Church celebrates the Holy Communion frequently because the 

Church needs the sacrament, the means by which the Church’s fellowship is established 

and its mission as the baptized people of God is nourished and sustained. This practice 

was reaffirmed in 1989 by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We continue to 

need “consistent pastoral encouragement and instruction relating to Holy 

Communion…pointing up Christ’s command, his promise, and our deep need.” For a 

variety of historical reasons, Lutherans in various places moved away from the weekly 

celebration of the sacrament. 

Application 35C: Participation in the sacramental meal is by invitation, not demand. The 

members of the church are encouraged to make the sacrament a frequent rather than 

occasional part of their lives.    

(Excerpts from: The Use of the Means of Grace, Principle 35) 
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Sunday, December 25, 2022 

 

INTRODUCTION 

As on the first day of creation, on this Christmas Day the Word illumines the world, shining forth 

to bring all things into being. Today we celebrate the incarnate Word, God becoming flesh to live 

among us in the person of Jesus Christ then and now. Emboldened by the good news of Christ’s 

birth, along with the shepherds, Mary and Joseph, and all witnesses to the light of Christ, we 

declare to the world that we have indeed seen and been transformed by the arrival of “the 

salvation of our God.” O come, let us adore! 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Stand. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins. 

 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

 sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our 

 sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

 Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. (kneel/sit) 

 

P Most merciful God, 

C  We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

 together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your 

 sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that 

 Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C Amen. 
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Stand 

ENTRANCE HYMN         ELW #275           Angels, From the Realms of Glory
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GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

 Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 

 Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in your  

 coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through Jesus Christ, our 

 Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

 forever. 

C Amen. 
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Sit 

A A reading from Isaiah.    
 

FIRST READING                       Isaiah 62:6-12 

The prophet invites the people to give God no rest until God reestablishes Jerusalem. In turn, 

they will receive names full of promise: The Holy People, The Redeemed of the LORD, A City Not 

Forsaken. 

 

 6Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, 

  I have posted sentinels; 

 all day and all night 

  they shall never be silent. 

 You who remind the LORD, 

  take no rest, 7and give him no rest 

  until he establishes Jerusalem 

  and makes it renowned throughout the earth. 

 8The LORD has sworn by his right hand 

  and by his mighty arm: 

 I will not again give your grain 

  to be food for your enemies, 

 and foreigners shall not drink the wine 

  for which you have labored; 

 9but those who garner it shall eat it 

  and praise the LORD, 

 and those who gather it shall drink it in my holy courts. 

 10Go through, go through the gates, 

  prepare the way for the people; 

 build up, build up the highway, 

  clear it of stones, lift up an ensign over the peoples. 

 11The LORD has proclaimed 

  to the end of the earth: 

 Say to daughter Zion, 

  “See, your salvation comes; 

 his reward is with him, 

  and his recompense before him.” 

 12They shall be called, “The Holy People, 

  The Redeemed of the LORD“; 

 and you shall be called, “Sought Out, 

  A City Not Forsaken.” 

           

A Word of God, Word of life.    

C  Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM                                       Psalm 97 

Light dawns for the righteous, and joy for the honest of heart. (Ps. 97:11) 
 

 1The LORD reigns; let the earth rejoice; 

  let the multitude of the isles be glad. 

 2Clouds and darkness surround the LORD, 

  righteousness and justice are the foundations of God’s throne. 
 3Fire goes before the LORD, 

  burning up enemies on every side. 

 4Lightnings light up the world; 

  the earth sees and trembles. 
 5The mountains melt like wax 

  before the Lord of all the earth. 

 6The heavens declare your righteousness, O LORD, 

  and all the peoples see your glory.  
 7Confounded be all who worship carved images and delight in false gods! 

  Bow down before the LORD, all you gods. 

 8Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice, 

  because of your judgments, O LORD. 
 9For you are the LORD, most high over all the earth; 

  you are exalted far above all gods. 

 10You who love the LORD, hate evil! 

  God guards the lives of the saints and rescues them from the hand of the wicked.  
 11Light dawns for the righteous, 

  and joy for the honest of heart. 

 12Rejoice in the LORD, you righteous, 

  and give thanks to God’s holy name.  
 

A A reading from Titus 

 

SECOND READING                               Titus 3:4-7 

God saves us not because of what we do. Rather, God is a God of mercy and salvation who 

graciously cleanses us in baptism and renews our lives through the Holy Spirit. 

 
4When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5he saved us, not because 

of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, through the water of 

rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. 6This Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus 

Christ our Savior, 7so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs according 

to the hope of eternal life 

 

A Word of God, Word of life.    

C Thanks be to God. 
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Stand 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 2cd chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL                                          Luke 2: 7-20 

The world’s deep night is shattered by the light of God’s new day. The glory of God is revealed to 

poor shepherds, who share the good news with others. 

 
7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 

manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.  

 8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 

night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am 

bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of 

David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 

wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let 

us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known 

to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 
17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who 

heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and 

pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 

heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 

P  The Gospel of the Lord.   

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sit 

SERMON                             The ShoeMaker’s Dream by  Masahiro Kasuya 
    

First Break                                      ELW #254  Come Thou Long Expected Jesus 
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Second Break                                  ELW #245vs 1,2,5  Creator of the Stars of Night 

 
Third Break                                    ELW #277vs 1 & 3 Away in a Manger 
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Final Break                                     ELW  #283  O Come All Ye Faithful 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

A With wonder and thanksgiving for Christ’s coming into the world, we pray for the 

 church, the life of the earth, and the whole human family. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

A The church in every land makes a joyful noise to herald your coming, O God. We give 

 thanks for poets, musicians, and hymn writers who give voice to our praise, and for all 

 who lead the church’s worship. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

A This day dawns with new hope for all living things, and from ocean depths to mountain 

 peaks the earth rejoices. Inspire in us an urgent zeal to protect the planet and renew its 

 resources (local environmental concerns may be named). God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

A Bring heavenly peace to this world and an end to armed conflict. Raise up leaders in 

 every nation who will honor human rights and establish equal justice for all people. Give 

 courage to all who speak out against oppression and advocate for the powerless. God of 

 grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

A Guard the lives of any in danger, especially those who work to protect others. Lead any 

 who are in desperate circumstances to sanctuary, help, and safety. Grant rest to the weary 

 and soothe those who are troubled (especially). God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

A Bless all who gather to worship on this holy day. Be present at our tables and 

 celebrations, and watch over those who travel. Sustain charities, outreach ministries, and 

 food pantries that give generously to people in need (local organizations may be named). 

 God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

A In Christ we have beheld your glory, full of grace and truth. We give thanks for those in 

 every generation who reflect the light of Christ. May their witness shine forth in our time. 

 God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Pondering the mystery of eternal love made flesh in Christ Jesus, we commend all for 

 whom we pray to the mercy of God. 

C Amen 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
 

Please do not leave your pew, pass the peace to those in your family group as you wish but to 

others by waves or other hand signs 
 

Sit 

OFFERING                           Second Sunday: Barnyard Boxes ELCA Good Gifts 
Each week, our congregation collects a general offering for the church and our ministries. 

Additionally, we collect an offering for special projects. If you would like to make a regular gift 

to the church, please place it in the offering plate. If you are looking to support our special 

project (noted above), please place your offering in the barnyard boxes or noisy offering buckets. 
 

OFFERING HYMN              ELW #184                        Let the Vineyards be Fruitful, Lord 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 

A God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have offered. Join our hearts with the 

 song of the angels, and gather us at your table of celebration. Strengthen us to share with 

 all the world the abundance of your grace upon grace, poured out in Jesus Christ, the 

 Word made flesh. 

C Amen. 
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

P Let us pray. 

 Holy God, Light of the universe, Teacher of truth, Giver of goodness, we hear your Word 

 in the scriptures, proclaiming to us your wisdom and inviting us to follow your call. For 

 speaking this Word, we thank you, O God. 

C We thank you, O God. 
  

P Your Word came among us in Jesus, our brother, who preached your righteousness, 

 healed the sick, and revived the brokenhearted. For giving us this Word, we worship you, 

 O God. 

C We worship you, O God. 
  

P By your Spirit, bless all who receive this Word, that upheld by the mystery of the body of 

 Christ, we may be light for the world, revealing the brilliance of your Son. For sustaining 

 us with your Word, we praise you, O God. 

C We praise you, O God. 
  

P Blessed are you, holy God, around us, with us, and in us, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER  

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done,   

  on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

  and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

  and lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
P God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in the grace of the 

 Holy Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN                        ELW # 311                Hail to the Lord’s Anointed  
 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
A Christ the Savior is born! 

 Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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SERVING AT TRINITY 

 

Ministers: Every member of the congregation 

Piano/Keyboard: Paul Lucas  

Parish Secretary: Chris McNamara 

Council President: Terry Vear 

Vice-President: Suzanne Sponsler 

Treasurer: Chris McNamara 

Secretary: Sandra Dufur 

Council Members:  Warren Bartels, Johncie Langston, Joe Painter, Gene Stockford-Shively, and 

Patti Weber  

 

SERVING TODAY: 

Lay Minister:  Cathy Shively 

Assisting Minister: Terry Vear 

Ushers: Sue Risk and Chris McNamara 

Coffee Hour: Gene Stockford-Shively            Next Week: Cathy Shively 

 
 

 

ADDITIONAL SERVICES 

Altar Guild: Thomas Stockford-Shively  

Offering Counters:  Suzanne Sponsler and Johncie Langston 

Videographer: Gene Stockford-Shively 

 

 

FLOWERS – The flowers on the altar today are given by Gene and Tom Stockford-Shively in 

memory of all the loved ones we have lost here at TLC.  

 

 

 

The music in this bulletin is reprinted with permission  

under Annual License A-727368 from OneLicense.net. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 


