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When and Where dld the idea beIPWﬁQ’i;Nr%F)‘/d[i)((j;reéovr\llzllckc))ﬁ:loersﬂgtghﬁr’?WeII, a relation|of
WFYR begln? his,Glenn P. Wishargalso served the YMCA movement

The official history of the World Federat
YMCA Retires (WFYR) states it started
Geneva Park in Canada in 1994. But th
concept behind WFYR started more tha|
years earlier. Let me explain:

In 1877 the first national organizatio
Christian college student groups was fo
Louisville, KY. Then, during a meeting
National Board of the YMCA of the USA
Luther Wishard, a student at Princeton
University, invited students from other associations to
separately from the adults. Tvieatgtudents representin
twentyone collegéghree of them blatiket and formed th
Intercollegiate YMCA.

asked him to be atinle staff member assigned to work
students in US colleges. By 1888 he had spent four yd
travelling overseas, helping more than 2,100 men and
student volunteer missionaries. He returned and helpd
OForeignto department of

Although Wishard was a missionary candidate, the YMfefind the world important for all? s

overseas, and married a wheamette who traveled with
‘Pfi‘rﬁ’,fas YMCA missionaries, spending some time as a

sconversation with Leonette, who live

109 years young, just strengthened
mitment.

0 |s the international dimension of t

&MCA movement important? Is ou

partnership with various movements

her Wi d

1€
V(ihristian heritage of the YMCA vital? The

rakfswer is yes to all three. In the next editidgesf | will
VS Rtris Lineweaverto use my space, and more (if the

t

@ARBFSTARI allow itt) to describe his recent trip to Jerus
tHe Bfdrts Yo MrEaferrinclpl@ it thePnélp df tRgrofd " 1]

Division.
What is the connection yowdbk?Y MCA of the USA h

worked closely with YMCAs around the world to strendthen
their work, and our own, in partnership with one anothér. The
concept and purpose of WFYR was in the minds of YMCA

Smith Trust Fund.
S

Phil Dwyer
WFYR Chair

“AGAPE 2020”
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In light of concerns about and implications of the ¢
international spread of CGMDthe coronavirus, the
officers have decided not to holgharson Executive
Committee Meeting currently slated-&8 Wirch in th
Netherlands. World YMCA and its officers have d
operate two virtual meetingg12®larch.

of
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Status
Commi

Patricia PeltonCarlos Madjri Sa
General Seq

» WORLD

See Page 4

£ YMCA President

WW I

@risoner of War when they served the YMCA in China] While
&ttending a supper at my local church, | sat across the(table fro
/48Pold lady and said hello. ltesastte Wishard It was

an interesting, and inspiring, supper hour listening to her talk
MPbout the important work the Wishagg

Fagdliindid for the YMCA. | was alw

DhtReMCA i nternati o but

hard
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EAM THE EDI TORS

CHAIR: Phil Dwyer (USA); dwyer_philip@yahoo.co

TREASURER: Kurt Kaboth; (USA); Kurt.Kaboth@gmail
VICE CHAIR/USA: Evan Page (USA); evancpage@hotm
VICE CHAIR/AFRICA: Francis M. Asiema (Kenya);
fasiema@gmail.com
VICE CHAIR/EAST ASIA: Kohei Yamada (Japan);
kyamada246@gmail.com
VICE CHAIR/EUROPE: Albrecht Kaul (Germany); albe.kaul
VICE CHAIR/LATIN AMERICACARIBBEAN: Roberto Uria
Mendez (Brazil); uria@uol.com.br
VICE CHAIR/MIDDLE EAST: Ghassan Sayah (Lebano
ghassayah@hotmail.com
VICE CHAIR/CANADA: Rich Bailey (Canada);
RichBailey@gmail.com
VICE CHAIR/OCEANIA: John Bindon (Australia)
VICE CHAIR/SOUTHASIA:Thomas Thomas (India);
tthomasymca@yahoo.com
COMMUNICATIONS CHAIR: Ken White (USA)
wfyrmembership@gmail.com
BRIDGES EDITORLen and Joyce Wilson (USA) ;
len.wilson@comcast.net
SECOURS SPECIAUX FUNEDnnie Mairs (USA);
bonniel673@earthlink.net
IMMEDIATE PAST CHAIRNOorris Lineweaver (USA);
lineweavernd@gmail.com
ADVISORS Prescott Johnson, Edgar Machado, Reg V|
CHAIRS OF ORGANIZED NATIONAL GROUPS:
BANGLEDESH:Sudip Arinda; sudinparinda@gmail.cd
BRAZIL: Jayme Araujo; jaymejaraujo@uol.com.br
CANADA: Franco Savoia; fsavoia@shaw.ca

COLOMBIA: Rose Mary Becerra; rosemarybel7@yahd
GERMANY :Klaus Juergan Diehl; Klaus.j.diehl@gmx.d
HONG KONG: K.F. Lau; peterkflau@yahoo.com.hk,

JAPAN:Shinichi Sakata
KOREA:Kwang Jin Rhim; kjrhim@hanmail.net
NIGERIA: Cornelius Olaomo; ctolaomo@yahoo.con
PERU: Carlos Quinteros; cquinc48@hotmail.com
PHILIPPINESCris Caparoso; ymca_cebu@yahoo.co
SRI LANKA: Vacant at present
SWEDEN:Anita Andersson; anita.andersson40@gmail.
TAIWAN: Kevin Liu; kevinliuB86@yahoo.com.tw

THAILAND: Taweechai Termkuna, taweeysmen@gma

UK: RevGraham Clarke; Jgliaham@talk21.com

URUGUAY: Julio Cesar Lagomarsino;

USA:Dale Packer, gdalepacker@gmail.com

(If we missed your group or erred, please let us kno

INDIA: Thomas Thomas: thomasymca@yahoo.con

This first edition Bfidgegprovides an opportunity fon
pur editors to wish all readddadges A VERY
HARPY AND HEALTHY NEW YEAR. The coming
and decade are full of challenges and opportunitie
rees | the U.S.
éhr ave | and sBedgeslastrates holvh
web. .
0S¢ themes are woven into the goals of our fello

members in other countries.

Ret i n a

involved with service and fellowship opportunities.
YMCA Alumni Travel club in the U.S. is gathering
momentum and support and is open to all YMCA 1
WFYR leaders in India, Latin America and the C
and the U.S. are planning for large assemblies this
in 2021.
Past presidents of WFYR are staying active for g
fellowshiplerry Prado Shaws helping coordinate
arrangements for AGAPE. Both JeDpm@Adderson
are active advisors to
initiatives in several countxieris Lineweaveris

year
5 for the

world, our communities and our retired YMCA friefds.

e €
S i
v WFY

n); U.S. and Canada are seeking ways to keep menpbers

The

etirees.
hribbea
b year a

ur

WEF

working with retirees and active Y leaders to initia
@ nPrincipleo, a train

itheir associations.

§%Wice worker in China inspirddhoyR. Mott, as
related by Hall 6s grealf
follower.

Y retirees and WFYR members around the worl
collectively willing to meet the challenges and opp
of this coming year and decade.

W

Len and Jeywilson

len.wilson@comcast.net

com
.com
Please send photos or articles to Len Wilson:
1101 Washington Avenue, #307
.) Philadelphia, PA 19147, or

ng

inherent in the YMCA and important to future Y leaders al

A service project in the Dominican Republic supported &
Y retirees expands its outreach in a local community.

gr

i are
Drtunitie
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Aloha from Hawaii
Y retirees from Hawaii and two chapters on the US
Coast recently gathered in Oahu for fellowship and
activities. Don Anderson, a tremendous Y Ambass

, . former WFYR Chair, helped with arrangefrtengsoup
Dear friends in WFYR, | am pleased to report on efenisand 5 moving presentation of YMCA youth and a

meca v
’,’A\LUMNI

connect v travel v serve by Dale PaCker, Preside

meetings to connect with chapter representatives a§sigBE3rojects in the Philippines. Honolulu Y CEO, Mi
the task of retaining members. We will keep you infgrgagflck; provided updates and details about youth vol
of our progress in this area, but last year we continyed {8 junches to persons finding shelter in forests outs
increase our membership numbers and finished theyagiithhd finding out how much each of them gaine
a budget surplus. Good news to all YMCA manag@gsperience. The retirees presented the Honolulu YMCA

The East Region of our organization is planning &b &xi#nes work with youth development service projeg
reunion in 2021. More details to follow, but hopefulptsama :

of you will be in the area and able to attend. )/ =
| \i”

We are serious about our goal of providing and
encouraging local chapters to become engaged in |,
projects. Lou Falk, one of the chief forces behind t
successful funding and services provided in the Dd
Republic, has been appointed National Chair Serv
Projects for this important task.

Chapters across the country are being urged to gt §
members that have not renewed and remind them [® 7
will be put on the inactive list and no longer receivdis
communications or newsletter from our organizatio®”s _

Our new triennium starts in 2021 and incoming President

Jean Carmichael is starting to seek persons interegtedomne :  w
Regi ona

several opening on the executive Board. Al umni  clha
Y retirees in the U.S. and around the world are gatheri

i Il ud g

plans for retires in t §r_tneHng with voluntd&Ps frfﬁnr\]é‘apanﬂ)lac@o%d?is'h Q?ificént

West
island
ador, ¢

jult lea

e
nteeril
ide

i from t
$1,000
ts.

encouraged and invited to become members of ouf ¥ nt

Alumni Travel Club and receive a new regular featyire, 8 °, *'
0Going Placesd news' .« |[er. M
. . ’\“‘w?‘f( 5 >
be found on our website: ymcaalumni.org "Q% : -
. . 3 2/ Z|Attending the gathering were form
Best wishes in 2020. “ecew |Bridgdstor Len Wilson, former Y UJ
and former WFYR chai

Masuda,
Visit Travel Club Info Center - www.ymcaalumnitravel.org

b T Pr
A Wo
r Do

Best Wi shes for Bl essings i n

Sunrise on New Y¢gdrrgd ends
Day

from|Chai g JMaYIR at Tozanso
September
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ABRASBr azilian YMCA Domi ni can Republ ig
Secretaries ASsSO(

Retirees Support Christmas Meals

Members and friends of the New England YMCA glurr
chapter continue their support for Don Gregoria, Dpmi
Republic as part of a-teng commitment to service and
involvement by members. Newly appointed Chair pf
National Services Projects for YMCA AlumhiduSA,
1 Falk, will continue to update read@sdijeson this

&xciting gp#oject which captures the goal of keeping Y r

ol €fdalgdd in meaningful service.
Sanveethe General Secretary of.the il S g

2
World Alliance of YMCAs,R®perto Uria Mendez :
Mendez brought information on the mail provisions [
inscriptions of AGAPE 202QLu)Carlos Gonzaga | AT% S8 : P
nominatewilton Mazzini to be the contact with Biaait- | o N M members of thle

ABRASA Regular Meeting

On November 12, 2019 ABRAS
Brazilian YMCA Retired Secreta
Association had its lunch meetin
YMCA Sao Paulo. In this meeti
colleagukeuiz Carlos Gonzaga
took office as chairman. The ag
items were: (1) a reporMayisa
Donatelli of the visit @arlos

Thanks all t h

Br i dYVCA Ambassador program, (4) and pres pon Gregoriajto
the impact éfrca de Noe Newegsother countries, and dinner

Executiv¥ Secretaigsmeraldino Jose Goncalves
Pereirapresented information from the first meeting
AB® Brazilian YMCA of Secretaries Association

Shown above: f
ing food home f (
and right: <chi
ready for a ses

L4

-~

Canada Y AlyBrando $avoia

Canadians are working to increase and retain Y retjree
longterm volunteers. There are major challenges {o

contaga “and “ose SN I R4 esttolméfatii réidifion Being the'CaiaiaYMCA A
E I di J C | P i ! i i P :
Vazzini . CThird row: Joao Paulo dariGreds i gystem tocqohagct yrrefirdey After they le
Kazuo Hidaka, Flavio Roberto Ar anf sYéemaouaRetlremenbl%wwddAn@thencéwalenge IS

1 ; oval ue proposition. d So|lme
€ 2020 because they do not perceive a value in their assodiatic
We continue to work with great enthusiasm on plans foithgademni.
2020. With great joy we note that the_ response from co|le@gweadh personal connections we have developed a
phenomenal: We currently have $8giseered and 90% oflretired YMCA staff and are surveying them to bette
our flna_nC|aI support target. All indicators suggest thal’.ﬁ%&estand their awareness of our organization ang
2020 will be highly successful . We look forward to the|event |r{ .

derstand their needs. We plan to share the results v

Sao Paulo, Augusiig2praying that you will be there as e
build new friendships and strengthen those of many yed¥$fYR and would be pleased to hear insights and rglev

reports from other WFYR groups dealing with similgr is
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OnPrinciple | naug
J e r us a byeNorris Lineweaver

New President f
Yg Retired of th

or
e

Friends of Jerusalem International YMCA teamed up W
and Y Alumni USA to field test discernment: "What do
to put Christian principles inta

tM&WBYRr et i red UK anReo@Grahane s
eE ket succeelim Lambas President who has been ir
for 11 years.

practice in the 21st Century?"
Focus groups were sponsqgred
by the Hoosier Buell Y Alufni
at the Pokagon Retreat and
Chiang Mai, Thailand, during
the WFYR World Conferenlce.
The process was fine tuned
thanks to feedback and input.

Twelve young adult staf
leaders were chosen by thg
respective local Associatio
CEOs to patrticipate in the |
Inaugural onPrinciple Cohg

pir
X

FIIY
T

=

Graham served as a Y Staff Member in Liverpool, Lg
South and South East Region and YMCA England fron
before becoming a Baptist Minister in 2000, after which
Treasurer and Board member at two YMCAs . He cont
a member of the National Archives Group and gives pr

President of the APS (the UK Staff Association) and in

t he
post

peds, th
n 1977

he wa:
nues to
psentat

on the history of the YMCA. As a staff member Grahgm was

volved

the APS/APD exchange programme, the planning and

management of the.5
Anniversary Youth Ever
1994 as well as Europs
Secretaries Conference|
Germany and Ireland.

tin
an
S in

2020. The first session wals He is currently Ministar
hosted by Springfield Collegéxndy cal houn, 7.[|9f MarshalswickBaptist
last October. Each young adilt ! swor t h, Mi ke [BreeChurch oSt Atbans,
leader is assigned a mentor Wifg °%¢ T oot Stewg JEbde, Xifl Britainds fifst
travels with them to guide and nt ernati onal YMSant whererheas also
facilitate discernment. Y 2029 NFinvolved in Christian YduthSecond from left:] Rev.
. . |l arke§ RedtiYred Cgmbri
Retirees and elder statesmen among our colleagues s¢Werksin Schools. gathering, July, 20
mentors and guide leaders. Graham sayls 0You can
The Graduation Symposium brings the entire groupftbth&k € t he man out of thel|Y
Global Leadership Summit scheduled for August 2020 |ifoGkédagward to developing relationships with other retjrees
around the UK and the world
WFYR Past Presi dent| HeSy e eritagtgdimgranam@talk?21.com
Secour s Sp eyTomavalentine,
Director YUSA International Division | FYR (| nogTi Taojnas, Presiden
Hi everyoneGreetings from Bethleh&futris Lineweaver | 2020 is the Silver Jubilee year of IFYR. |tis a
made a great presentation on Secours Speciauxtomofetham® t o magni fy and expl t
global Y National CEOs. _ _ |together. So let us all work together to nake
for the WYEYR support or local ¥ leaders to strt retirorg Dilee celebrations a grand succesg and
u iremen .
plans.Thanks to all of you for yo[ﬂrS%y His name.
wonderful support of the globaj Y
mission through WYFYR and
World Service.
) . Left: Pl anni nlg Gr
Left: Norris Linpweaver and Il EYR 2020 Sillver
Brownson, CEO of SJri Lanka YMCA
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