Violence

Preface

Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the Earth. (Matthew, 5:4.)

Dear reader:

We invite you to reflect on the paths traced by God, and to love your neighbour as you love yourself, respecting above all, their right to life.

The Brazilian Spiritist Federation has edited this brochure, so that you may understand through its edifying messages, that God alone has rights over human life.

Be part of the campaign ‘In the defence of life’.  

Enlighten yourself and say no to violence!

The Focus of the Spiritist Teachings

Question 742. What is the cause that impels man to war?

The predominance of the animal nature over the spiritual one, and the desire to satisfy his passions. In the barbaric state, the various peoples know no other right, but that of the strongest; and their normal condition is, therefore, that of war.

As men progress, war becomes less frequent, through their avoidance of the causes that lead to it; and when it becomes inevitable, they wage it more humanely.

Question 743. Will war ever disappear from the face of the Earth?

Yes, when men comprehend justice, and practice the law of God; all men will then be brothers. 

Question 746. Is murder a crime in the eyes of God?

Yes, a great crime; for he who takes the life of his fellowman, cuts short a life of expiation or a mission; that’s exactly where the offence resides.

Question 748. Does God excuse murder in cases of self - defence?

Only absolute necessity can excuse it; but if a man can preserve his own life without taking his assailant’s, he ought to do it.

Question 752. Is the sentiment of cruelty, connected to the instinct of destruction? 

 It is the instinct of destruction in its worst form, for though destruction is sometimes necessary, cruelty never is; it is always the result of an evil nature. 

Question 754. Isn’t cruelty, the result of the absence of moral sense?

Let us say, the moral sense is not developed, but do not say that it is absent; for its principle exists in every human. This moral sense will, in the course of time, render kind and humane beings. It exists therefore, in the savage; but in him it is latent, as the principle of the perfume is in the bud before it opens into a flower.   

All faculties exist in mankind in a rudimentary or latent state; they are developed according to more or less favourable circumstances. This development in some individuals neutralises that of others. The undue excitement of the material instincts delays the development of the moral sense, as the development of moral sense gradually weakens our animal-faculties.

Question 760. Will Capital Punishment one day, disappear from the human legislation?

Capital punishment will, most certainly, disappear in the course of time; and its suppression will mark a progress on the part of the human race. When mankind becomes more enlightened, the penalty of death will be totally abolished throughout the earth; men will no longer have the need to be judged by men. I refer to a time that is still a long way ahead of you.

Current social progress leaves much to be desired, but it would be unjust to modern society, not to recognise a certain amount of progress in the restrictions which, among the most advanced nations, have been successively used in capital punishment and to the crimes for which it is applied. If we compare the safeguards surrounding the accused, and the humanity with which he is treated even when found guilty, with the methods of criminal procedure at a period not very remote from the present, we cannot fail to perceive that the human race is really moving forward on a path of progress.  

Question 761. The Law of Preservation gives people the right to preserve their own life; isn’t mankind using this same right when a dangerous member is eliminated from society?

There are other means of preserving yourselves from a dangerous individual than killing; besides, you ought to open the door of repentance for the criminal, and not close it against him. 

Question 762. Wasn’t capital punishment, which may come to be banished from civilised societies, a necessity in times of less advancement? 

Necessity is not the right word. Mankind tends to find that a certain thing is necessary when it cannot manage to find something better. As mankind becomes more enlightened, it better understands what is just and repudiates the excesses committed in times of ignorance, in the name of justice.  

Question 763. Is the restriction in the number of cases in which capital punishment is applied, an indication of the progress of civilisation?

Can you doubt it? Don’t you revolt when you read about the recital of human carnage that were formerly perpetrated in the name of justice, and often in honour of the divinity; of the tortures inflicted on the condemned, and even on the accused, in order to wring from him, through excessive sufferings, the confession of a crime which very often, he had not committed?  Well, if you had lived in those days, you would have found this all very natural; and had you been a judge, you probably would have acted the same way. It is thus, that what seemed to be right during a certain time seems barbaric in another. The divine laws alone are eternal. Human laws change with progress and will continue to change until they are in accordance to the laws of God.

Question 765. What is to be thought of the application of the death penalty in the name of God?

It is a usurpation of God’s place in the administration of justice. Those who act in this manner, show how far they are from comprehending God, and how much they still have to expiate. Capital punishment is a crime when applied in the name of God, and those who do it, will be held accountable for it and for many other assassinations.

(The Spirit’s Book, Allan Kardec. FEB, Special edition.)

Blessed are the Meek and the Peacemakers

1-Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. (Matthew, 5:5)

2-Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called children of God. (Matthew, 5:9)

3- Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment: but I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council; and whosoever shall say, ‘Thou fool’, shall be in danger of hell fire. (Matthew, 5: 21-22)

4- By these maxims, Jesus makes meekness, moderation, docility, affability and patience, essential principles of the Law, consequently, condemning violence, anger, and all discourteous expressions towards others.  “Raca” was a disdainful expression amongst the Hebrews, meaning a worthless person, and was accompanied by pronounced spitting and turning the head to one side. In the scripture above, Jesus goes even further, for he threatens anyone who says to another - you fool - with the fire of hell.

It therefore becomes evident that here, as in all circumstances, the intention either aggravates or lessens the offence. But why should a simple word be seen as something so grave as to warrant such severe reproof? This is because every offensive word expresses a sentiment that is contrary to the laws of love and compassion, which should preside over all human relationships and maintain harmony among individuals. By sustaining hate and animosity, we undermine reciprocated benevolence and fraternity. To sum up, we should avoid them, because next to submission to God, love for your neighbour is the highest duty of all Christians. 

(The Gospel according to Spiritism - Chapter IX.)

Vengeance

Vengeance is one of the last relics of the barbaric customs, which tend to disappear from the human race. It is, like the duel, one of the last vestiges of the savage habits under which humanity was struggling at the outset of the Christian era. This is why vengeance constitutes a sure indication of an unevolved state of men and women who lend themselves to it, and also of the ones from the spirit realms, who inspire them. Therefore, my friends, vengeance should never find resonance in the heart of anyone who proclaims to be a Spiritist. You are well aware that to avenge oneself, goes so much against Christ’s precept: “Forgive your enemies”, that the person who refuses to forgive not only is not a Spiritist, but certainly is not even a Christian. Vengeance is an even more ruinous inspiration when it goes hand in hand with falsehood and baseness. Indeed, those who deliver themselves to this fatal and blind passion, rarely acts in the open. When they are the stronger, they fall savagely upon those they call the enemy, seeing that the mere presence of these persons inflames their spite, anger and hate. However, in most cases, they assume a hypocritical attitude, concealing the intentions they harbour in their hearts. In hidden ways, they follow their unsuspecting enemy in the shadows, awaiting an opportunity to safely strike. While hiding from their enemy, they constantly spy on them, preparing a hateful trap, and when the moment is propitious, they will, so to speak, put the poison in the cup.   When their hate does not reach such extremes, they attack the victim through their honour and affections. They do not hesitate to use slander and perfidious insinuations, skilfully spread on all sides, which increase along the way. As a consequence, when the one who is being persecuted presents himself in those places where the whispers of the persecutor have past, they are astonished to receive a cold reception instead of friendly and benevolent faces from those who had previously welcomed them.  They are even more surprised when instead of outstretched hands even these are refused. The final blow comes with the discovery that even best friends and closest relatives start avoiding him. Ah! The coward, who seeks vengeance in this manner, is a hundred times guiltier than the one who confronts and insults the enemy face to face.  

So let us do away with these primitive customs! They are the practices of a bygone era. A Spiritist who still today, claims the right to seek vengeance is not worthy to take part in the phalanx who holds as their motto: Without love there’s no salvation! But no, I can no longer detain myself in the thought that a member of this great Spiritist family would dare in the future to give in to the impulse of vengeance, instead of forgiveness.  – Jules Olivier (Paris, 1862) 

Hate

Love one another and you will be happy.  Above all else, take to heart the need to love people who inspire indifference, hate and scorn. Christ, who should be considered your model gave a perfect example of this kind of devotion to others. Missionary of Love that He was, He loved so much that He gave His very blood and life for love.  It is a painful sacrifice to love those who insult and torment us, but it is precisely this sacrifice that raises you above them. If you were to hate them, as they hate you, then you would be worth no more than they would. To love them is the Immaculate Host, wrapped in sweet fragrances that you offer up to God on the altar of your hearts. Even though the law of Love requires that each of you love all your brothers and sisters without distinction, it doesn’t shield your heart from their wickedness; on the contrary, it is the most anguishing of trials, which I know very well, for I have experienced this same torture during my last earthly existence. But God is ever present and will correct everyone who ignores the law of Love. Dear children, don’t forget that love draws us nearer to God, while hate drives us away from Him.  - Fénelon (Bordeaux, 1861)   

Duelling 

The truly outstanding individuals, are those who consider life merely as a journey that leads to a determined goal, taking little heed of the roughness of the way, they do not allow their footsteps to turn aside from the straight and narrow path. They attach little importance to the briars and thorns that hurt along the way, as those do not stop them from progressing. To devote one’s time to avenge an offence is to retreat from life’s ordeals and is always a crime in God’s eyes. If your understanding was not so distorted by misconceptions and prejudice, you would see such a thing as supremely ridiculous madness.   

As your own laws recognise, to kill someone by duelling is a crime. Under no circumstances, does someone have the right to make an attempt against the life of a fellow creature. Beyond earthly law, this is a crime by the standards of Divine Justice. In this case, more than in any other occurrence, you act as a judge for your own cause. Remember that you will be forgiven only to the extent that you forgive others. Through forgiveness, you draw closer to the Divine, and mercifulness goes hand in hand with inner strength. But as long as even one drop of human blood is shed by another human being, the true Kingdom of God- the time when peace and love will forever banish hatred, dissension and wars- will fail to take root on this planet. When this happens, the word “duel”, will exist in your language only as a distant and vague remembrance of a past that is gone. Then, no other antagonism will exist among mankind, apart from the noble rivalry of serving and giving more.  Adolf, Bishop of Argel (Marmande, 1861.) 

(The Gospel According to Spiritism, Allan Kardec - chapter XII.)

The Law of Love 

Love summarises the complete Teachings of Jesus, for it is the most sublime human sentiment. At the beginning of evolution, humans only had instincts; in the next stage, after some advancement and the onset of corruption, they are capable of sensations, but when they become instructed and more purified, they have sentiments. The most delicate apex of sentiment is love. Not love in the common sense of the word (that is, romantic love), but love as an inner sun, that at its burning centre, concentrates the soul’s highest aspirations and its essential Divinity. The Law of Love, replaces individualism for the reconnection of all beings in brotherhood, and thereby, extinguishes the social miseries.   Blessed are those, who transcending their physical nature, love wholeheartedly all suffering fellow beings. Blessed are those who love, because their love for others makes their own spiritual and physical challenges, appear trivial. Their step is light and they live as if transported outside of themselves. When Jesus pronounced the divine word “love”, it made the people tremble, and the martyrs, enraptured with new hope, walked fearlessly to meet death in the Roman circus.   

In its turn, Spiritism has come to pronounce the second word in the divine alphabet. Pay attention, because this word reincarnation, sets free at last, the life that people thought to put away under a gravestone. It represents the final triumph over death, and reveals to an astonished humanity, its legitimate heritage. Death is no longer a dark road leading to anguish and torture. Rather, it is a flight towards a liberated and transformed self. For centuries, the belief had been that blood redeemed the human spirit. Now, it is the spirit that redeems human life from the bondage of matter. – Lazarus (Paris, 1862)

(The Gospel According to Spiritism, Allan Kardec-chapter XI.)

 Repentant Criminals

                      Verger

(The assassin of the Archbishop of Paris)

On The 3rd of January 1857, a young priest named Verger fatally wounded Msg. Sibour, Archbishop of Paris, on coming out of the church of St. Stephen-on-the-Mount, in Paris. The criminal was sentenced to death and executed on the 30th of January. Up to his last moments, Verger showed no regret or repentance for his crime.

Evoked on the day of his execution, he gave the following replies:

1- (Evocation) - Ans. I am still retained in my body.

2- Is not your soul entirely free from your body? - Ans. No… I am afraid… I don’t know… Wait until I can be myself again… I am not dead, correct?

3- Do you repent for what you have done? – Ans. I did wrong to kill; but I was driven to it by my temper, which cannot cope with humiliations… you will evoke me at another time.

4- Why do you want to go away? – Ans. If I saw him, I would be very frightened, for I fear he would do the same to me!

5- But you have nothing to fear, because your soul is separated from your body; banish all uneasiness; it is no longer reasonable. – Ans. What do you want? Do you by any chance, have control over your own impressions? As for me, I don’t know where I am… I am insane.

6- Make an effort to be more self-possessed. – Ans. I cannot, because I am mad… Wait… I will try to regain my lucidity.

7- If you prayed, it would help you to organise your thoughts. -  Ans. I feel intimidated… I dare not pray.

8- Pray! The mercy of God is great. We will pray with you. – Ans. Yes, I always believed the mercy of God to be infinite.

9- Do you understand your situation more clearly now? – Ans. It is so extraordinary, that I still cannot make it out.

10- Do you see your victim? – Ans. I seem to hear a voice like his that says, “I don’t want you anymore”… It could be an effect of my imagination!... I tell you that I am mad, for I see my own body on one side and my head on the other; and yet, I seem to be alive in a space between the Earth and what you call the sky. I feel the chill of a knife falling on my neck, but it is probably the fear of death… It also seems to me, that I see a number of spirits around me, looking at me compassionately. They talk to me, but I don’t understand them.

11- Is there, among these spirits, one, whose presence humiliates you on the account of your crime? – Ans. I tell you that there’s only one of them who frightens me; the one I killed.   

12- Do you remember your past lives? – Ans. No, I am in a state of vagueness; I seem to be dreaming… Once again, I must recover myself.
13- (Three days later) – Do you understand your position more clearly now? – Ans. I know that I no longer belong to your world, and I am not sorry for that. I am sorry for what I did, but my spirit is now freer. I see more clearly that there is a succession of existences that give us the knowledge we need, as we go through them, in order to become as perfect as the nature of created beings allows.   

14- Are you being punished for the crime you have committed? – Ans.  Yes. I regret what I did, and I suffer for it.

15- In what way are you being punished? – Ans.  I am being punished, because I am aware of my fault, for which I ask God to grant me His forgiveness; I am being punished, because I recognise my lack of faith in God, and because now I know that we ought not to cut short the life of our fellowmen; I am being punished by remorse for having delayed my advancement by taking the wrong path, and by not having listened to my own conscience, which was telling me that by killing I was not going to attain my goal. I allowed myself to be dominated by envy and jealousy. I made a mistake and I regret it, for a man should always do his utmost to master his inferior passions, and I did not do so. 

16- What sensation do you experience when we evoke you? – Ans. Pleasure and fear, for I am not evil.  

17- In what does this pleasure and fear consist?  - Ans. The pleasure is to talk to men, and by confessing my faults, I partly atone for them; the fear, I cannot define; it’s a sort of a shame for having being a murderer. 
18- Do you wish to reincarnate on Earth? – Ans. Yes, and I even ask and desire to be constantly exposed to the danger of being killed, to experience the fear. 
Msg. Sibour, having been evoked, told us, that he forgave his murderer, and was praying for his repentance. He added that he was present at his evocation, but abstained from showing himself to him, in order not to increase his sufferings. He added that Verger’s fear of seeing him was already a sign of remorse, and was in itself, a punishment. 

Q. Does the man who kills, know that by choosing a new existence, he will then become a murderer? – Ans. No. He knows that, by choosing a life of struggles, he incurs the probability of killing a fellowman, ignoring however, if he will do so or not, for there’s always hesitation in the murderer’s mind before committing a crime.  

Verger’s situation, right after his execution, is that of almost all persons who die in violent manner. The separation of body and soul, being a process that cannot happen in an abrupt way, they remain stunned, not knowing whether they are dead or alive. The sight of Msg. Sibour was unnecessary to excite Verger’s remorse, which is why he was spared. However, in similar circumstances, the sight of their victims incessantly haunts other spirits.

To the enormity of his crime, Verger had added the absence of repentance while still alive. Consequently, his position according to the Church, was that of eternal damnation. However, as soon as he departed from the Earth repentance awakened in his soul, and repudiating his past, he sincerely wishes to make reparation for his offence. It’s not the excessive suffering that drives him to repentance, for he had not had time to suffer, but the voice of his conscience that he had failed to heed during his life, but which he now heeds.  

Why should no account be taken of his change of feeling? Why could it have saved him from hell had he felt it before his death and not after? And finally, why would God be merciful in case of repentance while he was alive and stop being so, a few hours after his death? We may feel surprised at the rapidity with which this change sometimes occurs in the mind of a criminal, who has remained hardened until his last moment. But for him, sometimes, the mere passage into the other life is enough to make him recognise the iniquity of his act. However, this sudden enlightenment is far from being general; if that were the case, there would be no bad spirits. Repentance is usually slow; and it is for this reason that punishment is usually long
.


Obstinacy in evil during life is usually caused by the pride of those who refuse to yield and to confess their mistake, because by being under the influence of matter, it throws a veil over their spiritual perceptions, fascinating and unhinging them.  When this veil drops away, light invades their reasoning and they are once again in their right minds. The immediate manifestation of better sentiments is always a sign of a certain amount of moral progress previously made by the spirit, only awaiting favourable conditions for asserting itself. On the other hand, a spirit’s persistence in evil after death is unquestionably an evidence of backwardness on its part, and shows that the material instincts are still stifling the germ of goodness; thus, the need of new trials that will force it into the path of amendment. 

(Heaven and Hell - 2nd part, chapter VI. Allan Kardec.)

 Capital Punishment

All founders of the great religious institutions that today still actively influence the human community, have departed the Earth with the surety of having being a 'diligent worker' until their final day.

Moses, in his old age, expired on the peak of mount Nebo, contemplating the Promised Land of Canaan. 

Siddhartha, the enlightened constructor of Buddhism, after his blessed pilgrimage amongst men abandoned his physical body in the flowered gardens of Kushinagar.

Confucius, who wisely formed an entire system of moral principles for the Chinese way of life, encountered death on a peaceful bed, while under the watchful eye of an affectionate grandson.   

Much later Mohammed, the creator of Islam, who consented to being adored by his disciples and categorised as immortal, perished in Medina while still in full maturity after an attack of a malignant fever.

With Jesus however, the farewell was different. 

The Divine founder of Christianity, which defines the Universal Religion of Love and Wisdom, was detained and incarcerated while in full youthful vitality, without true justification. 

No one examined His background, and He did not instigate any defensive resources.  

Denied by His best friends, He found Himself alone, amongst cunning judges, like a forgotten sheep among jackals, who allied themselves alongside the forces of selfishness and cruelty, to sentence Him to the supreme sacrifice.  

Herod, patron of public policy, called to rule on His case, determined that He should have the same treatment appropriate to any vile and despicable man.  

Pilate, being responsible for justice, self-abstained from granting Him, his natural rights. 

Handed over to those of the spiritually blind and rebellious multitude, He is chosen, rather than Barabbas, the wrongdoer, to suffer the unusual condemnation. 

Certainly, to induce us into compassion, Jesus accepted to suffer in silence the miscarriages of the terrestrial justice. He aligned Himself through the cross, alongside those affronted and wrongly condemned victims throughout all ages of humanity.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Christians of all interpretations of the Gospel and in all the corners of the world, be attentive to the exemplification of the Divine Benefactor: deviate the criminal from the crime, as you have already learned how to separate the patient from the illness!

Educate the erring person, when you cure the ill companion!

Banish definitively the sword and the knife, the truncheon and the gallows, the guillotine and the rifle, the electric chair and the gas chamber from the tables of the Penal Law. Let us all pray together, beseeching God to inspire us with patience and mercy towards one another; because even today in our judgments, it would be possible to hear deep within our conscience, the celestial warning given by the Divine Master, who was sentenced to death without blame: 

 “Let he who is without sin, cast the first stone”!

Emmanuel



 
(Book-“Religion of the Spirits”, psychographed by Francisco Candido Xavier pages 125-127 FEB.)

Considering Capital Punishment

“You inquire how the discarnates appraise the institution of capital punishment, and add: ‘would it not be just to exterminate the body of a spirit who has become a criminal? Would it be lawful to allow association between one who is perverted together with normal people?’

From here, we could then argue: which one of us has made a correct use of our bodies? Who has reached the spiritual status of the true humanity, so as to be able to consider one to be in complete equilibrium? 

To eliminate the physical body does not modify the spirit.  

(…) and the victims of the gallows or the firing -squad, of the executioner’s axe or the electric chair, if they do not immediately establish standards of heroism and renunciation beyond the grave, they then act as vampires, attacking those who were responsible for their death, and transform themselves in promoters of disharmony and indiscipline. 

Jesus, the Divine Liberator, came to break the shackles that conjoin us to these principles of punishment that equates to the crime.  

The solution for the dark problem of criminality amongst men is to organise a ‘renovating prison’, where both work and education find proper application. Likewise, the best method of integration for society against the criminal is, to let him live while amending his own errors.

If you show such a great interest in the regeneration of habits, defending with large enthusiasm the supposed legality of the death penalty, then search your own heart and conscience and verify if you are exempt from errors. If you have already overcome these obstacles of animality, and thus acquired great understanding through sacrifice, I would very much like to know if you would really have the courage to execrate the sinners of the world, casting at them the first stone. 

Brother X    

(Letters and Chronicles, psychographed by Francisco Candido Xavier pages 93-95.)
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