Association of Asian- Pacific Occupational Therapists in America (AAPOTA)

 15TH Annual Meeting: 2009 Secretary’s Report

Greetings to all, my sincere apology for not being able to attend this important event and annual AAPOTA membership meeting in Houston, Texas. The year 2008-09 has been very challenging and a milestone in advancing the purpose of AAPOTA.  
Fourteenth AAPOTA annual membership meeting was held on April 12, 2008 at Long Beach, California. AOTA board member Joan Rogers and AOTA staff Laurel Radley stopped by briefly. Laurel was urged to look into the issue of OT being left out of the preferred list for worker visa that impacted therapists from Asian countries not being able to apply for H Visas in the face of shortage of OT in USA. The highlight of the meeting was a guest lecture by our vice-president, Dr. Meena Iyer on the topic “Research: Practical how-to’s – From idea to completed project”. This was the first year; AAPOTA started this trend to include a guest lecture at our annual meeting. It was very well received and appreciated by the members.      
During this year, the AAPOTA board members continued their consistent effort to discuss various issues to promote our mission and purpose via conference call on an average once a month. During this year, from May 2008 until April 2009, we had 13 conference calls with an average attendance of 80% board members at each conference call. During our conference call on May 22, 2008, AAPOTA board approved the nomination of Joe Wells, OTD, OTR /L, as the Newsletter Editor in order to coordinate the efforts of publishing a quarterly e-newsletter.  
During May-June 2008, AAPOTA had a setback caused by the resignation of one of our founder board member K. Kshepakaran from the position of Membership Chair. The board was saddened by his resignation. Joe Wells was requested by the board to fill in the gap created by Shep’s resignation by taking over as the Membership Chair in addition to his responsibility as the Newsletter Editor. Dr. Meena Iyer was entrusted the responsibility of AAPOTA liaison to MDI Network and Centennial Vision. The board was further strengthened by the appointment of Nilkanth Bohre from Dallas, Texas as the Southern Representative and Dr. Vijay Suple from Windsor, Ontario, as the Canadian Representative.     
The first issue of “SPOTLIGHT” was published on October 6, 2008 followed by the second issue delivered at the beginning of the year 2009. The creation of this Newsletter was very well received and appreciated not only by the membership but also from various occupational therapy fraternities from Asian countries.    
A new AAPOTA website was launched during this year with the new web address www.asian-pacificot.org. The website was updated with the hard work by Joe Wells and volunteer efforts by Chana’s son. The latest Newsletter is also posted on the website. Efforts are being made to develop links on the home page by putting buttons for the newsletter, advertisements, etc.    
AAPOTA board has considered instituting various awards to recognize the achievement and encourage participation by AAPOTA members (academicians, clinicians, and students):

1. Award for best paper or poster presentation at AOTA conferences

2. The outstanding Achievement Award

3. Service Award

4. OT/ OTA Student of the Year   

AAPOTA board has initiated actions with ongoing development in following areas:  

1. Developing resource group of Asian/ Pacific Occupational Therapists to promote education, research, and practice at district, state, national, and international level by exchange of information, lectures, and seminars.
· Lectures by experts are arranged at the annual meeting since April 2008

· Initiation of collaborative efforts with the “Asian Pacific Regional Group”

· Involvement of clinician and academicians at the state and local level 
2. Set strategic goals for achieving AOTA’s centennial vision by promoting education and awareness of multicultural diversity and inclusiveness issues.

· AAPOTA representation in MDI network
3. Encourage contribution from our members on cultural issues, research activities, and professional development for publication in newsletter and periodicals.
· Publication of our newsletter “SPOTLIGHT”
AAPOTA is fortunate to have a strong board under the leadership of our President, Chana Hiranaka, as the pillar of the group, Vice President, Meena, as the dynamic force in advancing our mission, and Bhagwan Sharma, the treasurer to keep us moving forward. During this year, Inclusion of Joe Wells has brought talent and creativity to advance the purpose of AAPOTA. The representatives; Dr. Kulkarni and Marianne Mortera have always been there for valuable suggestions. Our new representative, Vijay Suple has given us a broader inclusion to cover the membership in Canada. Representative of the southern region, Nilkanth Bohre will be a valuable asset to our organization. Recent addition of Vijay Mishra to the membership committee as the Recruitment Coordinator for Michigan will be useful in coordinating the activities to increase and support membership in the state of Michigan. We need many more leaders to join the force and take responsibilities for advancing our mission and purpose.

Respectfully submitted,

Shreeavtar Rai                                                                                                           April 24, 2009
Secretary, AAPOTA   
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