




SEPTEMBER 2022  

COMMANDER’S MESSAGE

September is finally here, hopefully the temps will start coming down. 
Our first Legionnaire of the month has been picked for his contributions in the Honor Guard, van upkeep 

and other projects is Keith Moss. Thank you! Dinner and a drink on the Commander. Bravo Zulu! 
1st Vice CDR is dealing with the “years of service” on everyone’s new cards that says 2022, so please re-

frain from the phone calls. There was some confusion at the national level, and it is being corrected. He has  
reported a 40% renewal just days into the new fiscal year. We are looking into a breakfast or dinner for the 

early birds, so get your 2023 dues paid! details to follow. 
We have made a few changes in our executive board, Ray LeCroix requested Mike Koenigsman take over 

PR. Mike graciously accepted. Ray has filled the position as Historian. That left a hole for Member at Large which 
was filled by Bill Meenan. Thank you, gentlemen, for stepping up to the plate and filling another vital position. 

We still have a couple vital positions to fill. We need someone that knows many of the legionnaires for 2nd 
Vice Commander. We are looking for a FUN person. This position is responsible for entertainment/social calen-
dar, events and fund raisers. We also need a 3rd Vice Commander. We are looking for someone that is good with 
computers and social media. This position is responsible for the newsletter and social media (Facebook etc.) And 
to round out the officers we also need a Chaplain; someone that is spiritual, trustworthy, and empathetic. Any  

recommendations of members that would be good at these jobs would be greatly appreciated. We have a 
great team of support surrounding and supporting these positions. 

We are still looking for Honor Guard members, as of July our annual totals were 55 funerals, with 1378 
hours. That is a lot of volunteering! Thank you, Honor Guard, you are the pride of the Legion! 

August was great with the golf tournament, finance audit went well, sadly, our Honor Guard kept busy, and 
Show-Me continues to flourish. We have gotten some advertising with interviews on the radio, TV, and local 

 papers. 
September is a busy month with much activity going on. Patriots Day on 9/11, Auxiliary is killing us with 

a murder mystery 9/24, and it is finally cool enough for the riders to wash the dust off and go kickstands up! 
 Several rides this month. Be the ambassadors of the Legion you have always been, and ride safe! 
Coming up in October is Suits for soldiers, Mouse races and silent auction. We also have the Lake West 

Chamber of Commerce Social at the Legion on the 11th, come show off our Post! Trick or Trunk rounds out the 
month, more info on the calendar and in the newsletter! 
 
Austin Teel 
Commander 



Hello to all of the members who are reading this article. As our new year begins, I 
would just like to thank everyone for your continued support and commitment to the 
American Legion Auxiliary and I hope everyone is looking forward to another  
successful year. 
 
We are now in the final stages of finalizing our “Mardi Gras, Mask, Murder Mystery “ 
dinner event. If you have not purchased tickets, please do so now. Following are the 
details of this event. 
Date: Saturday September 24, 2022 
Time: Doors open at 4:00 pm. Social hour/appetizers, 4:00-5:00 pm. Cash bar. 
Dinner/ Show: 5:00-8:00 pm. 
AUDIENCES PARTICIPATION ENCOURAGED!  
COSTUMES RECOMMENDED: Evening wear, cocktail dresses, ball gowns, Venetia 
masks, suits, tuxedos. 
Silent Auction as well. 
ALL PROCEEDS WILL SUPPORT OUR LOCAL VETERANS!!! 
Any questions, please contact Michelle at 402-657-6005 or Betty at 573-216-2305. 
 
The last year's (2021-2022) audit for the auxiliary was completed by Jane Boyce and 
Retta Morton. They reported that everything was in order. Thank you both for stepping 
forward and volunteering for this project. 
 
The executive board and the auxiliary members adopted the 2022-2023 budget in the 
August meeting. Thank you all for your input. 
 
We draped the charter at the August meeting for Ollie Lindsey. She was a 22 year 
member of the auxiliary and will be missed. 
 
As a final note. We will be having our first speaker at our October 4th meeting. Some 
of you are already aware of who she is. Her name is Candace Malson, DNP,RN, 
ANP-BC. She is with Lake Regional Clinic-Laurie, Mo. We are hoping to have a great 
turnout for this informative meeting. 
 
Thought for the month: 
Life doesn’t allow us to go back and fix what we have done wrong in the past, but it 
does allow for us to live each day better than our last. 
 
Respectfully  
Betty Hovey  
President  



 
 

SAL 

News: SAL will cook dinner again Sept. 14th. Standard dinner tenderloin sandwich, chips, cole slaw and dessert. 
SAL members your help is needed! Report to kitchen by 4:00pm, dinner served starting at 6:00pm. New officers 
for 2023 have been elected:                                                           
 
Commander:       Jim Mellody    913-269-3375, jjmellody@charter.net 
First Vice:  Paul Henderson 
Finance Officer:     Joe Brunk 
Adjutant:   Jim Mellody 
Chaplin:  Matt  Laughlin 
If you want to help SAL come to the monthly meetings, first Wednesday of the month at 6:00PM. 
Thanks  to all the SAL active members that help us grow.  
Jim Mellody 

RIDERS 

Membership cards for 2023 are now available. However, due to difficulties in the past with communication, a 
new system will be in effect for obtaining 2023 cards. Here are the procedures. The fee for membership is still 
$25, the same as the last several years. The fee should be submitted in a sealed envelope with your name and 
SAL printed on the outside. Also include most recent address, phone number and email. This information will be 
used by State HQ and this Post to establish current contact list. The envelope can be mailed directly to the Post or 
placed in the blue SAL folder in the kitchen area. Please do not give to the bartenders, or another member unless 
they understand envelope must go to SAL folder. The folder will be emptied the first and third Wednesday of 
each month. Please no loose bills or checks, in the past these are misplaced or forgotten. How you want your card 
mailed include that info in the envelope. Hopefully with all info in writing cards can be issued timely. Thank you 
for your cooperation. Jim Mellody, SAL  

September 8th is the Vietnam Traveling Memorial Wall Escort to Lake Regional Air-
port.  “Operation  Welcome Home” a Salute & Welcome home to ALL our Vietnam Veterans.  No 
charge on Thursday 6pm-9pm.  Come out and support our Veterans! 
Your Lake Thunder riders will be present to escort the wall to the airport! 
September 14th thru the 18th is BIKE FEST! Lots of motorcycles will come to our lake and  
neighborhoods to partake in the beauty of where we live. Don’t forget the goodies available for 
 Silent Auction! If you have slightly loved or new items available for auction please bring them to 
the post as soon as you can. 
 
September, Friday 16th is the Veterans Memorial Ride starting at the VFW in Camdenton and ending 
at Post 624 around noon. 
 
Come out and support the riders that support Veterans past, present and future! 
September, Friday 23rd, is the Riders dinner.  Come out and support your post! 
 “ 
Regard your soldiers as your children, and they will follow you into the deepest valleys.  Look on 
them as your own beloved sons and daughters and they will stand by you even unto death!”- Sun 
Tzu 





Kansas City Chiefs 

VS 

Arizona Cardinals 

FOOTBALL KICKOFF PARTY 
SEPT. 11, 2022 

12 NOON 

Eat at 2pm 

Kickoff 3:25 

Bring covered Dish 
















