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State rep. pushes opioid tax bill
in ongoing fight against crisis in
Massachusetts

BOSTON — The devastation in Massachusetts related to the opioid crisis has led a
state lawmaker to propose a tax on the legal purchase of opioids from
manufacturers, with the goal of combating the epidemic by dedicating the
revenues generated to address substance abuse prevention and treatment.

“This is a step in the right direction and our continued fight to try to win this
battle with substance use disorders is of the utmost importance for the
commonwealth of Massachusetts,” said Rep. James O’Day, D-Worcester. “We have
to be able to do a better job of preserving families and lives.”

O’Day introduced the bill at the start of the 2017-2018 legislative session that
would impose a tax equal to one cent per milligram on the sale of any taxable
active opioid by the manufacturer, producer or importer. The bill was placed
under review in February, indefinitely postponing action.

Under the proposal, there would be no tax on drugs prescribed for medication-
assisted treatment for opioid addiction. Eligible patients – those prescribed a
taxable active opioid for pain related to cancer, hospice care, incapacitation or
facing death – would receive a rebate for cost increases related to the tax.
Ineligible patients – those suffering chronic pain from other conditions – will
likely pay higher amount.

A research report indicates that more than 1.5 billion people worldwide suffer
from chronic pain, including 100 million Americans, a number more than
diabetes, heart disease and cancer patients combined. Common chronic pain
complaints include low back pain, headache, neck and arthritis pain.

Tax revenues would be used exclusively for treatment of substance abuse,
including opioids, in the commonwealth and establishing programs like new
addiction treatment and sober living facilities.

Since 2015, legislators in at least seven states, as well as Congress, have introduced
15 bills to finance substance use disorder prevention and treatment activities by
imposing a surcharge (Connecticut and California), tax (Kentucky and
Massachusetts), fee (Minnesota, Washington), or an assessment (Pennsylvania) on
prescription opioids.

In the late 1990s, health care providers began to prescribe opioid pain relievers at
greater rates because the pharmaceutical companies reassured the medical
community that patients wouldn’t become addicted. This led to extensive misuse
of these medications before it became clear that these drugs were highly addictive.

Opioids trigger the release of endorphins, “feel-good” neurotransmitters, which
stifles the perception of pain and boosts temporary feelings of pleasure. When an
opioid dose wears off, the patient wants to feel good again, often setting them on a
path towards potential addiction.

Nationally, over 97 million people took prescription painkillers in 2015, according
to survey data and over two million Americans are estimated to have a problem
with opioids.

In Massachusetts, more than five people per day died from confirmed or estimated
opioid-related overdoses over the first nine months of this year according to the
Department of Public Health. There were 1,518 opioid deaths between Jan. 1 and
Sept. 30, compared to 1,538 deaths over the same period in 2017.

In 2018, among the 962 opioid-related overdose deaths in Massachusetts 90
percent had a positive screen result for fentanyl, a synthetic opioid that has effects
similar to heroin.

A big part of the problem is not having the availability of places for people to go
for treatment, said Jacqueline Morse, 37, a veteran in long-term recovery and an
opioid recovery coach at Assist, Educate and Defeat Foundation and Alyssa’s Place,
a peer recovery center in Gardner.

“There are never enough beds at any time which ends up sending an addict who
is willing to get treatment back out onto the streets,” said Morse. “This can
sometimes be fatal.”

Although she supports the legislation, Morse hopes the bill doesn’t unfairly
penalize patients with chronic pain who really need the medication. But every
positive always has a downside and vice versa, she said.

That potential penalty also concerns Michael Schatman, adjunct clinical assistant
professor at Tufts University School of Medicine, who said the tax will be passed
on to the consumer in the form of higher co-pays.

“While 1 cent per milligram may sound trivial, patients on high-dosage opioids
are often on disability,” said Schatman, who is also research director at Boston
PainCare. “To them, an extra dollar or two each day over the course of a year may
make purchasing quality of life-improving medications cost-prohibitive.”

When asked about medical marijuana being a viable option to treat chronic pain
over opiates, Schatman emphasized that based on recent data regarding physical,
cognitive, and psychiatric safety, in conjunction with the lack of empirical data
supporting it for pain management, the notion that medical marijuana is safe and
effective is “absolute baloney.”

Before passing such “draconian legislation,” legislators should be required to take
a brief course in chronic pain – or at least read pertinent literature written by key
opinion leaders, said Schatman, editor in chief of the Journal of Pain Research.

But O’Day doesn’t expect the tax to drive up the cost for chronic pain patients.

“This is not the intent of the bill whatsoever,” he said.

However, Lauren Deluca of Worcester, who founded the Chronic Illness Advocacy
and Awareness Group after her own challenges in getting opioid painkillers for a
gastro-vascular disorder that causes chronic stomach pain, disagreed.

“We have millions and billions of dollars on hand for the crisis already, so I
question the motive to bring forth more bills for more money,” she said. “This bill
helps fund more clinics and people who want to become executive directors and
build businesses for themselves, but it does not help those with addiction.”

Deluca doesn’t think anybody would file a rebate voucher as proposed by the
measure for, say, 50 cents. If there are two million such unclaimed vouchers for
50 cents each, that’s quite a bit of money for the state, she said.

As for chronic pain patients like herself, Deluca said, “It’s not a sin tax like the
cigarettes; we need the opioids to be alive.”

But according to Andrew Kolodny, co-director of Opioid Policy Research
Collaborative at Brandeis University’s Heller School for Social Policy and
Management, chronic pain patients should probably not be on opioids long term.

He said if a chronic pain patient takes an opioid every day for weeks and months,
within the first week they become tolerant and will need higher doses in order to
get pain relief, which causes a decline in their function.

Kolodny added that opioids are effective and appropriate for the eligible patients
mentioned in the bill in which case patients are on low doses to ease suffering.

“This tax makes sense to me,” he said. “They are putting in writing that this
money is for addressing opioids.”

On the contrary, Keith Humphreys, a professor of mental health policy at Stanford
University and former drug policy adviser in the Bush and Obama White Houses,
thinks the history of earmarked taxes is not very encouraging.

Humphreys said money from the tobacco settlement gets used to repave roads and
taxes on alcohol that are supposed to fund alcohol treatment ends up funding new
parks. If the state wants to fund substance abuse treatment, then they should
create the funding and not count on a dedicated tax, he said.

The tax could fall on pain patients as well as the state’s Medicaid program, he
continued, if the state is picking up a lot of these prescriptions.

“The state is just really taxing itself,” Humphreys said. “You know you could say,
‘Oh the state’s bringing in $100 million,’ but then that charge is coming onto
Medicaid and in the end, they are not making anything.”

A better legislative model, according to Humphreys, is the New York state law,
which charges companies that manufacture or distribute opioids in the state a
collective $100 million per year. With such laws, no chronic pain patient will have
to worry about price adversely affecting them and keeps the state out of it, he
said.

Healthcare Distribution Alliance, a national trade association representing primary
pharmaceutical wholesale distribution companies, filed suit in the U.S. District
Court for the Southern District of New York in July to block enforcement of New
York’s Opioid Stewardship Act and testified in opposition to O’Day’s bill in the last
legislative session.

In a statement, HDA said, “Using taxes to single out and punish an industry that
does not develop or produce medication for a crisis with multifaceted, complex
societal roots is fundamentally flawed. The proposed tax would ultimately raise
the cost of and limit access to medicines for the citizens of Massachusetts.

“Further, such an approach would impose a significant burden on the
pharmaceutical distribution industry that, as logistics experts, has no role in the
prescribing, dispensing or manufacturing of medications. The entity already
works collaboratively with state and federal regulatory and law enforcement
agencies to assist in the prevention of drug diversion and abuse.”

“We flagged the taxpayer study only to highlight the growing impact of illicit
drugs in Massachusetts and around the country,” said John Parker, senior vice
president of communications at HDA. “The original legislative proposal was not
designed to address this new and emerging reality.”

Schatman, who is also editor-in-chief of the Journal of Pain Research, said data
demonstrate that every year since 2011, opioid prescribing in the U.S. has
decreased. The current opioid crisis is about illicit fentanyl and its analogues,
which are flooding the streets. As physicians, for the most part, are no longer
willing to prescribe opioids for chronic pain, many legitimate chronic pain
patients are being forced to the streets, where they are purchasing illicit fentanyl
products pressed into faux prescription opioids, he said.

“[Faux prescription] opioids are extremely inexpensive and deadly,” said Schatman.

Ross Marchand, director of policy at the Taxpayers Protection Alliance, agreed.

Marchand said that in states with high cigarette taxes, tax avoidance through
arbitrage – the practice of taking advantage of a price difference between two or
more markets – is common. Criminal organizations have been caught buying
cigarettes in low-tax states such as North Carolina and selling them in high-tax
states such as New York, he said.

“Whenever you see taxation and prohibition, you see these sorts of unintended
consequences that opens up market opportunities for illicit organizations trying to
get a buck to fund terrible activities like human trafficking and drug production,”
he said.

O’Day plans to refile the legislation in the next session.

However, Deluca said the bill is not addressing the real drug problem, fentanyl.

The addiction community and the pain patients have starkly different needs, but
the opiate is what they have in common, she said.

“An opiate is vital for one and horrible for the other and we need to recognize that
vital difference and start respecting that line,” said Deluca. “There is an equitable
way to help both communities without penalizing one another.”

Prithvi G. Tikhe writes for the Gazette from the Boston University Statehouse Program.

business  addiction  drugs  taxes  public health  boston ma

Association of State and Territorial Health O:cials  Association of State and Territorial Health O:cials  File photo File photo

By PRITHVI G. TIKHE
For the Gazette

Published: 12/20/2018 11:15:26 PM

Support the Daily Hampshire Gazette. Subscribe Today 

 Share on Facebook

 Share on Twitter

 Share via E-Mail

Around the Web

Have over $20k in
Debt? Get a Free Debt
Relief Estimate (View
Online)
Debt Relief - Savvy Finances

California Gov May
Cover The Cost Of
Solar With Battery If
You Live In Los
Angeles
Smart Solar Install

Former Astronaut
Reveals Secret Method
to Destroy Enlarged
Prostates (Watch)
Daily Health Report

“the Lifestyle Change
That Saved Me”: 4
Heart Disease Patient
Stories
GoodRx

Knee Surgeons Baffled:
New Device Eliminates
Years Of Knee Pain
Health Insight Journal

Doctors Stunned: This
Removes Wrinkles and
Eye-bags Like Crazy!
(Try Tonight)
Trending Stories

More News

Four in the running for
Northampton superintendent
By ALEXANDER MACDOUGALL - Today

NORTHAMPTON — The search
committee to hire a new
superintendent for
Northampton Public Schools
has narrowed its selection
down to four candidates...

Olde Hadley Flea Market bids adieu
By SCOTT MERZBACH - Today

HADLEY — A giant outdoor
flea market that for nearly 40
years brought hundreds of
vendors and thousands of
customers to a large field along
Route...

A giant friend remembered:
Northampton Village Hill residents
hold ceremony for 2nd beech tree to
fall in last year
By ALEXANDER MACDOUGALL - Today

NORTHAMPTON — The
second of four iconic beech
trees located in a special park at
the former Northampton State
Hospital has fallen, leading to
a...

A Look Back: March 8
By JIM BRIDGMAN - Today

50 Years Ago ■Six voluntary
probation officers were
appointed to the Hampshire
County District Court staff
Tuesday by presiding Justice
Luke F...

Sign up for our free email updates
Please verify your request*Please verify your request*

First and Last Name

Email Address*
Check the email updates that you would like:*Check the email updates that you would like:*

 Daily Hampshire Gazette Headlines
 Daily Hampshire Gazette Contests & Promotions
 Daily Hampshire Gazette Evening Top Reads
 Daily Hampshire Gazette Breaking News
 Daily Hampshire Gazette Obits
 Daily Hampshire Gazette Sports
 Daily Hampshire Gazette PM Updates
 Daily Hampshire Gazette Weekly Top Stories
 Valley Advocate Newsletter
 Daily Hampshire Gazette Dining & Entertainment

Privacy Policy

Submit

Jobs

Site Director
03.02.23 Executive

Laboratory Technician II - Chemical
Engineering

03.01.23 Science

Administrative Associate
02.10.23 Administrative

Chief Operations Officer
02.09.23 Executive

Support Local
Journalism

Subscribe to the Daily Hampshire
Gazette, your leading source for
news in the Pioneer Valley.

Subscribe Now

Daily Hampshire Gazette
Office
23 Service Center Road
Northampton, MA 01060
413-584-5000
 

Copyright © 2021 by H.S. Gere & Sons,
Inc.
Terms & Conditions - Privacy Policy

Customer Service
413-586-1925
413-584-5000
circulation@gazettenet.com

Social Media
Facebook
Twitter
Youtube
Instagram

News

View All Sections

Part of the Newspapers
of New England Family

Amherst Bulletin
Athol Daily News
Concord Monitor
Greengeld Recorder
Monadnock Ledger-
Transcript
Valley News
Valley Advocate
The Concord Insider
NNEdigital

Girls basketball: Easthampton, South HadleyGirls basketball: Easthampton, South Hadley

both eliminated in Div. 4 Round of 16both eliminated in Div. 4 Round of 16

01:12

Top Stories

0 commentsSort by 

Facebook Comments Plugin

Newest

Add a comment...

https://www.gazettenet.com/
https://www.gazettenet.com/keyword/?keyword=Business
https://www.gazettenet.com/keyword/?keyword=Addiction
https://www.gazettenet.com/keyword/?keyword=drugs
https://www.gazettenet.com/keyword/?keyword=taxes
https://www.gazettenet.com/keyword/?keyword=public%20health
https://www.gazettenet.com/keyword/?keyword=Boston%20MA
https://www.gazettenet.com/News/Local/
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/190/H2633
http://www.painmed.org/patientcenter/facts_on_pain.aspx#chronic
https://www.poison.org/articles/opioid-epidemic-history-and-prescribing-patterns-182
https://www.samhsa.gov/data/sites/default/files/NSDUH-FFR1-2016/NSDUH-FFR1-2016.pdf
https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/prescription-drug-abuse/in-depth/how-opioid-addiction-occurs/art-20360372
https://www.samhsa.gov/data/sites/default/files/NSDUH-FFR2-2015/NSDUH-FFR2-2015.htm
https://www.samhsa.gov/data/sites/default/files/NSDUH-DetTabs-2015/NSDUH-DetTabs-2015/NSDUH-DetTabs-2015.pdf
https://www.mass.gov/files/documents/2018/11/16/Opioid-related-Overdose-Deaths-among-MA-Residents-November-2018.pdf
https://www.aedfoundationinc.org/
https://www.alyssasplace.org/
https://www.bostonpaincare.com/
https://www.ciaag.net/
https://energycommerce.house.gov/news/press-release/walden-passage-bipartisan-budget-act-2018/
https://www.cagw.org/thewastewatcher/smoke-what-happened-tobacco-master-settlement-agreement-money
http://www.pennlive.com/nation-world/2018/04/drugmakers_push_back_against_l.html
https://www.hda.org/news/2018-07-06-hda-files-lawsuit-to-block-new-york-opioid-law
https://www.masstaxpayers.org/sites/masstaxpayers.org/files/mtf%20opioid%20report%20final.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/08/03/upshot/opioid-drug-overdose-epidemic.html
https://www.gazettenet.com/byline?byline=By%20PRITHVI%20G.%20TIKHE
https://accountaccess.nne.media/ss70v2/nne/common/template.jsp?init=start&initEdition=GZ
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?s=100&u=https%3a%2f%2fwww.gazettenet.com%2fOpioid-tax-legislation-22294377
https://twitter.com/share?url=https://www.gazettenet.com/Opioid-tax-legislation-22294377&text=State%20rep.%20pushes%20opioid%20tax%20bill%20in%C2%A0ongoing%20fight%20against%20crisis%20in%20Massachusetts
mailto:?&subject=State%20rep.%20pushes%20opioid%20tax%20bill%20in%C2%A0ongoing%20fight%20against%20crisis%20in%20Massachusetts&body=Read%20this%20article%20from%20the%20Daily%20Hampshire%20Gazette%3A%20%20https://www.gazettenet.com/Opioid-tax-legislation-22294377
https://trends.revcontent.com/click.php?d=XgbPlx69JbAwVm%2F37Qeg6H6BbrFGM%2BUdkb74X1P10%2Fp%2BHYI%2F7vMtrvKUNNAFKSoBj8XQ2GPwtZGuwNuv3bGbN0nHyWTVks48gzVOxC%2BPVzoFv%2FThhx2fU1Vemz0LBjNMIc4YkMeKSTIORew%2Bz5uQngXtJdYWEfwgGkqnDgrO650Tb37TsjmsAbW4j%2F0RgG8Q6QbeY7YMYrB2bXchJMbj9qQ%2BwLTCWf4KDe369EZcEu6Ni0C9eTcD263KjDACLIS9f405Q1FVu66mmooPhuvUPRBRaI9kK%2BlQCPvJ7Fo2teqSUolIKcqajTBfoomchXB8thFlh9S6KxN14RHWWM5%2BoOe4iJqhVPAPhR%2FTUWbB7qaDJqjXynk75muuHKpN64W9A8393GeZ9pJqU%2Ftlyz0Te%2B%2BnrpLJXr2I4SmBmqclopuA2wWUUx7MXsK38IZ39QQd3Qjy0cPJgYPfqF4glz29litf7n3876p0lf79cjlq33DOcxBlHrv4LyCGPXXwaVk4WfuGMptDlguYWbIpkkW%2BpzjBLe5MRipZgQ0%2BBDYIglxb8Py5Sik7e9ronxI6So9Vcaq1E%2BmXWsKC7L7OMpBbiO5uT6LaX7f%2FlwbZKBgHvhJjjrQCNquddULSFJfqjQTitEtgDc1HU8gk3iwbjqQ%2Fkr62NYF04oz%2FKf8iCm%2B7M5mihWH7u36uiy5BqssErSWs0AZLSTo%2BmltE%2BnXNb6DN%2FA93qIBwL3dNmm6hD%2BzLfju8IMT2HNjXAhVV6VJB56Aeeb%2BiAnEFHzWjBFeF0IiFxctoXQcjSFXRX0lJzxxekZGfTmUzgZat5G2ozeTDZOLgDl7%2Fs5mH9FR5e59Q2XWyc5TmNZv%2BF0M6dDYoBJNRAK%2Fd6v0ry6Sa18AJ3WkWl6jQU8ikuEeUZsso6fxrPCzYOCK%2BUEqWe7ObdygaT7TW4hdZ70BI7%2Fl4dmgzp42ELekR0uB62%2FX7901QumSTIXpCGGeHQLssVtXwQcWbMwBaQbQDI9SIMi5niwHRsXcwU2Gt9nEBqceuKcmxxEFl%2Fq02N4Qc0M7A%2B3O9q9k7PfQmGztC1aZ3impUYzC7RrlsGRaSRvuK0Vd8YANk4Nqn32WZwAnc%2FEP9t3hhl2hIO1GExp7HKB9TVaTRILcqCMSarQH7RM10nMQs7ANx0mhn5%2BXgasTF6G1yxMe4SFHQO8XctsG0ajg5fZwtG4pP80AU%2FqdxLc%2BggZt03%2Fk3%2Fj2agb1k2%2FiyHGxX2Hb6qgMu0jfiB8VmyIfit9q2TPah9fuePuvGqT3S%2BpqmBwWqRpU8gn0Ktpd3y%2B3Vxj6rpj9N26z7rAvqotMuw7p22JaFDoNLo57%2FiNHGCV5ZRHRVh4CvORuG5op5ZaXr%2B1Z6C8RgTrFkCQVbEThVWmCg2TRF6dwNZKgNMGnCvapB0gP3U1Z8H%2FfLa0pfX8Z5QXsAXVPPzq%2FlQGjhvT2itbHKGcwKNDGZRhlcxIRxjz2%2BUCJLm3aJuvNMSeOfkrWBqCycVmkbVFyXd9I%3D&s2s=1
https://trends.revcontent.com/click.php?d=0uaPFD6tYkyeCZyexA%2BNLUbas56vU5euxkUEAcAYWrHuvpRZfeGQ9QwJ1rrUEoFT0i7lBoanRPRtXCCjErdZBnVUBEPHk%2BePyXRqwB6PGRdwheGmHCIwNpJ5pOR%2BQffXAgXSMqIhA3VRU1sYLm36LAbyiXIzShnyD%2Bfdwfp4KVNWarNLZdCjpWnKnVX0NQRmEXfznS8fT9y7fBAycVISIblVgAEc3XRidh1GXWKSZzcwuarAf0OjX2dI9ajOOj%2BtPlV49qYBlM5r1%2Fg2ksacjhdw97kyemTR0VDMA2Zjp5ytM09GJKSOkK3rHyW22uN65VuQtaCsR5YTIWI%2FYQbqQw3DU77uOGTygs%2Fp%2FfI5yr30kktxwMoGLuxFBsGJi%2FQNA5QtbR26G3K4a8yrMse1ewkWTFDS3O1udhlZ9EWpj0vC3qYqbeWL0Q7yt%2BvxtAeanUhat4HCoGwtzamLPEUg3TzjO6Rn8HBYjU6tM8KffePBsGHYv2Rcko6%2BQ%2F%2BCwgODuoNMDP81j7ClAE4iSrpfnBDk%2FxayJi%2BVHXyE9dSJ2xiPH2UhuJWw3NljqfFV58DxRUNYtbzD5XG3WrYxhx9eiri8A%2BlN0F%2FIhaQ0onD26ieVX6qLDnZz83Sye9%2FrFfwEdKQSwYKbDlRraHjEo22UK1%2BewEUUOheQBTdeHNCgHce6EPPa8P8va0EZ6vgIhGyvLpV6Gcc2Ac5Iv3K82y7bvsrehDlt%2BVukhKAuyFGnO9%2BGgpgl%2Bc93%2FP2eIuXKLE5tmujegLdZ%2B7d3rax7yhIVWDLeOt9%2FePiP7RRPL7rf83wdKSKBf9fyNyzxFQKrvPmD%2FMWdul%2BFdcnaS3nEK%2B1sw9qK3nrFO8BKggsGOnVjV3yTCS%2F7qCP7%2F0QXYkqJ4hs8u7gjRjU1Kbi6kr1oBsuG5WHpI3eQ4atQxVjpPd1AAt%2BbYwAtk5fVdw8wjzaMWUw2%2Fy5lQGFAAVky8LGrn2CsUrPfr1g0jaBHz19Cj5JJyaRBjXgz%2BpYDyryBhkKrPrXXLmCx0M9XLggbGP%2FPW6fXVgFhmGt7TnIFpxggel%2FtjoaS82lxydWsQkQiHWIxmNlRfDyZgFNVb3OyUOTXVb%2FbAinNno%2B7KNbs09SzUQkQYvbN9FUf0%2FL1LU9SBZkKStncXarurSTVPXEXIfUicfI%2BIKD%2FRH37peB4fan1GhAMBzLdAEpMcU5UbH9o2ziS3XVET1uN8zDpF81gto0r%2BQQSuYSC0BuByi62bEmt4%2Bqy%2FlKolimYayqFRq2z%2FzvYIaLA5FVZXU6DE9hdv4yveyxVR9WLWaDclGDoe%2BRr5j73UsOtNvsZXdBGPe9zoBA6SkAZAhZMeIYKhKSSNRd8cf3cn88cqfjOq3U7wkHSts9fch8ZwuBTmNOsngWkpkINodftFJibW4Qb9qGEz5Vt%2BSMX1rE7%2B01oxXiK5h31VG1%2FwLgthkaSuswgu7WRZcL%2BgRXqpaJUqYjJmNUJsRn2txLzwS3xo8qK1RcGx%2B0WbHO6ZIHmGnKMRdnu%2FCGIRxr7UzIb&s2s=1
https://trends.revcontent.com/click.php?d=QatVaUSS%2BcAl6ZiMMhbIG80q9LTl84o8OSIAAlInkj6%2Boa0Dtb6qTVOOnEhPYYkUZJpKZwQXgb0MLuc6aNw9GNF6ChfrH0GwyoQlLzOID9PWqZtuFWzzzdN0wLlOrKJxPx1mdvLtLPQUp5%2FflJY8OXZhdieqTX3gGwbTsCVE6WNJaFA8ZZg5UEeMCbGEZVLrXIRMvYH%2B0adM7zMwpRXO0Jh9sO%2FQHvzej0q%2FCB1%2FGk7m5vSUlnVnTOaMgGNC5M0wlNLSK5nPQD%2Bb8kcGuyzfxW0YH66aerP%2FzHMAsAvB1fQF%2FWGSqiUCTZB4TQCp7K2XdFTmIj4BWXlGuXEKJ2o81SM1uMWG0riQ94bTgYhMN0okRUjPbVrNt0lmEgb6pyXqKM4KgoAKEhWJSEwyp45qCBP6MG5EwWqfNTpgUGiVWW7qlk7m92hyD1I27Se0Xzp8PwPg9PLoETAou0jrNE%2F7I041woARF3dW9aJd78Fi%2BuGTdVAR3X%2FkdZseemWRfFLQ136gy%2BosRbieNJw3BwhN26THRk%2B5LFUSLaKLvKQfoQXnpLmf3dqEYu1ZxYMOxl%2FejCD1IpxAULx1ias07aY%2BKNjF%2FvT8nwcQm5wqzO9Qhn5NlgRzLsvMfcE2uw7L%2BwCEQ77GJWmgoKj%2B%2BcjryBqgWpM27igBEAAGkyd9u6Gjd3YnNaP70mQp53s9Fota4HSwx9Muatb4ayXOEEjQewhOy9S2WbLHJNkHMnSZz3fn8GP%2FAkCsxoXkIDUkx8U5%2BIGnmZ5T4UOX%2BgJ8pb80JEFNmRcAlb2ktpNbTfSnL%2BAEiEs2mPIIp7%2BXw8ca2GhTBYZrDGeD63jbXx19FR5D3jjKd07nbiq4Bkwn3gZfngCsA%2BbvoZmdevtImD7v2sZJ%2BQsoOAp5P2OUElBhPwUAlY4zy4xyxJhWAor63%2BK1ubAf0RcGuI3g%2BNiQOQNkw7usDlLBbeDyyldfEnn8mCtDEOmJWE1yXiSeP%2BKzT3MKqwxKj%2FUuTpgUikOpk9kNnJStSQlJFCTs5nk5X9udLtxhQ0Z9%2BmqjQ5%2BAnQ2UjcWcpDwYKqUUPYfkKmuwPmuuawUQIgg%2FnWHOeL9qXVv5123HzQWqVZS6nFucj%2BM8kzk0%2FiLtiiPxAT4RJJshQDrfmj5ZR9UH6SSV8QljQd80pNUoLozIRUG6c6gqRKQlUbt2dVeLlPg3bdbNgaMI72V8tFusJTTojiw9sLdwlQM4cDLJlaAmCXulKywwmpWFCWD2QjANrpbYfRxii%2F%2FoaLsvzbrcAi1JKdq3CNoSHjyF3F1HDW2KBsNeRfv5599VTaeMRKbFniQM1ekvWBwY%2B1vyV0XzPVyeiBaS94l40XQS8WdDiMv2efIin5c%2FPZRNVC1qu1qJ7ic0uttVnxx27sIc5eWzR%2BCpRkbVoE6xuCM7ozmKTPYBYCIT3B9DbBs1AhczZuR5SYPS8in8m36L5EsCCjHHie9A%2B%2BBhqjpucuUt%2BgekIDQNpw%3D%3D&s2s=1
https://trends.revcontent.com/click.php?d=TCrxK138gGccCTWIKQ467RR4o%2BWh0fHWhWNPDwaf3Z6mDIHPj972CKXPkrF%2BPWsUxaX%2BoNkrB%2BX87iSy%2FmpboJ70HdZTH7gmOYOUQ3qwChb%2FbodTNVvSpffnIbwjXrFAaEF1Zh1Fzdn%2FDgvYIQXYDyvj2kmUb82HCteOCtIIpl5y86wOeTvEjRwb0H%2FRSzM58H%2FP7fa2YxrjlyIXF8FRn3lTmZ5sHEDwOa5L4YYzJy%2BDkJJJZFEQXEZUUPU673pjtzonX7GqAjXdZkOQCLGN55bhnhH8jIsJcdYQStr%2BjRnPonwqIy5Rk4EY1OBLnQ%2Bsn1DR0VfND4fTe5h2%2B1avXDKUTBFXTjV753Uyi5OC%2F12wmiuFVTGpFGtxVBMkhG6fK%2FtvcsI0CyMJOJZZ79sLAmWASiqGuXBYvkYiK7PieYMMObcuasD7bzEUUVKXfkEg7bOYsXMVuvJUVH4gFARfQrLh4LJSE9O%2FGHuTdRULKU0bBEIBaEhsZIxMEY4s6VTBA4gITOjSX%2BbnF1woS3nCCRoyeJstexoQWBoaW%2FTJlTIX3Q%2BWF8Cb3lQjFQuSxPozM9kKXZbU3xiBd95PFMeDIbxNzygtxp0oHCy5UATA%2BteS4mFygPimkNN5TLevgytBoObW5zk%2FLbCNIFxwQbHqkVP9hShyQBdM9fnUCux88aNj2Gkw08m4dugMDbYzpkx8pNlMkMTa2tdx%2BtZ1LXZ7Y54GLS3JT5SEuwuIJN64cdNlSfXwyXcqsgC32vzYaMefYPwZXmKMmPBl4IAiY9JeK%2FRGy4d608m5b%2B%2BZus%2FbVMgSEkXVxik1wRS%2BGvhP%2F98xajc9wQoIIgeTZF9S0r2K%2BFuXqa533zwSN2zHRrHfC9JIl92UdkgG1BqWKFo02re2jmrM%2Fe%2BEFKkcjzVVmPHQOvRS0cW%2Fugt4043HLSgjcO%2FUBkOMy5jSks%2FAmMMyxxuC6J2FqtQHSV32IRxysekwYRJJWD6ZEkTRuKuwrPnMtl3AwZyJcDzx4le5FSaF70S0yAitZvjJK%2F1a2Q8%2FJTpoZ8VCS%2BszmLmwgB4pv6ucX8IF1eQWLRbLJS0u5%2BrOMC6a%2BqjYtTgfbrsC7z88wrcXvLLL%2BckA0u8ugT19qTdpDm3bD6VLOWGvT3zkF%2BHHCaH9iL1PBIHk85Ho8rxVT%2BWlcDZaeYY6ds3SjyJ%2BKE0K%2FjfhKxZH4GA6kTWkonjnJd3bOK3vNOA%2F42dYHENr4W4nJ5poUohrubWR9x6iTxVQTPaMxLa3rfximgjr6Ohxyg4HmFzAVkruQUKCTDY1h0pFvXfuy6OGm6qEWOhbIjAlqSuyaLik%2FM%2BQ76yAV5Mftqzdj3%2Ba%2FyHqGiVHdzZij21rgkE8DZ8y7hzWw%2BahGsvCfJmTaYFpS3m1yIXc%2FJrdUafBu%2FRcqVIx03o%2BrzeKfFvims5aQzlcfKgSollZTyO0TMbdGvr13QXERGCIja4g%2FAV8cbwHp4r5XzAcxrNQ8Pjycw%3D%3D&s2s=1
https://trends.revcontent.com/click.php?d=2TF40IA7Yhw%2BGMUmhKKdy%2F2RXkQAzwMb92nZb4kky4F3ntxFRTSRGJDsUXD5lfDbUS0jxWiZU3r9o2Wq9o89bX%2B2UNa%2B0Em2zdMhCVXYchXIDwigF87aNk0iaILZoRrq6VMINWudAfsTqHUQSB2TfPVqDeEdUAwDIjQcpAEAlSr83IMZftppc8SFx35LzQ5e%2BZ3bTpjEEJ1x%2Fh8chgcgDVQrEnr2qzAIz5FgEfQuITNeIPAYTsfH14xhMdkIg3RIRuMMdIhIHYPfyogcJh6FWBI1nJlmMCYV02%2BTkr8iahY962toD9QEJAhMO9mQ1Hhwlzz4Ih4uFlE6w6q51RMdIEXqvxbiCEna02M65KC2PvQs2YnAKE6CTD58BLSoY7sNc7E2T%2FzFiwcy9jMZTAgTUp9ZDgMvMtTqW9cneCusWa0CHGAWIyl5ffdkkUEKH7C%2BChnPi37vdcCKYWiCgV4XRu4CkUj4PD%2FgxKtvJ7TDVRYwEl8mNlRGx3PgqrPXlNcYAbuIT9u2mRRCKKx28rT6hksxZjYu05PXbl5W7xhN5vO2iwivgzd6OcblBqcCFUKPBCI2Pm5sK9rDA%2FmRPLQ%2BE46RLcK343d7vphEdPldfzduVnhSpztMX11iZEvPXf3HtmgscEvjoaDXaiVAiSQgvhe%2FYMzgv229WzW8YUuBhstokAPv0nBkuUgUKbRQ6U0IU4qGGe0edX7e%2B63AdJZycCPsxKRmOgyM9MfmEIBEP4uWTytgSCEuYEY%2BkvYVDkMDPwqAMSwDYjDOFbIBH37hK%2BGfu1p6IkzWiq2EHvCKlnzvI3yJIXT1sOvSOiLbyvWJi5qX06oUmPzxvJgLTU9l2wYrvrpAG2zW%2FfW%2B1DjenJEjrILNIBnCzkYz%2FeiNE6iuH0xbzO7RuzJ7ouX9qGaVeKsxUy3GNYP9G8pdbCZHK5%2FZ8e7NCh%2FiLRGR0CvMKzux7GWnEPCDxgsBaNJRkivyzf%2BD7ydiKXNHuYu989BJsnJTNR8tbs12y%2F6SCsfp67SZLu6NrIXJ%2FfQXX3IaTNpGOt6RReKqJAGGBh%2F6m%2FkeYN4EaPn1UtsLONB6%2FAQSC0jDXn5Vwf4Wbx1m%2BhTmJWa2vO2jcysU9v4rSPuQ2txOod6y%2F6DKusc8UDltY7DIsjhyHmO0aNpMK1Z1IJwD56myVitpoaDGJ%2F0arYk97qZPsjXD8JjxOeomBPpvftGGXVzgR8FuEPmF%2BkoPuSpuQ62fnu8Hq6fgVxDFYQ7TbZzHdV4SBKlupuWWq48ASYZFzGXmKxQmprX6iMh7eN%2BGPjqD0BMbtm7kmu38MBkPYKYSw5oxN59NT34RCEllal%2BY6OcJPHKlWUd%2FoiblNRh%2BywQ%2Fjiq7Lqy9YE4QVSdgcmvAqvb%2BtmlVWgVqfkPlogfbjknUTgdQU57pTuwhZDHVAzioMQWoWX0KilhHrexhpNnDULfNamQQPfRci%2B1u87d0%2Fr4S%2BFuX818zqE42pvnQyDWuHTDmnz91sIWZVACD4sAdC5KRtykvTgsp54WP3K7BiINiGm09XcVO%2FAm81Yj1hjQ5%2BQZP0kajkiXzmwfJNbT4%2Fra22RDrfSZACburZvhFFcBa&s2s=1
https://trends.revcontent.com/click.php?d=hX7CYWdncHif1buhnsUGqqOowrhwctWFd3JsBpmDLcb6QCVekGXQH%2B6kO94oE%2BFP1XM8C2v0o7dEJmlRWmUdY%2BeD07jlvBr6IGdErAv6D7AjrSRlGIC%2BS3NdPPDpyFuUajxgAmbC8tzxBaNwxA%2FiXdKKEdOtPUoT%2BCDCqAYbe%2BKLXA1jnDzsU8ck2Qn497sC5VpS0KiaNE4aXdrTnG6%2Bu%2FboJudx9rJB6m9lj2Kg1rY%2B5HQa7HhbC91gavUdM3gbYUAF5eZ8NK%2B4wytYBxK9g8KFgsSVDS%2BlHi8EfULy%2FtluMSULODTciSSvVQAtRZx4qZ9LjNB6LPJ%2B8giWS2G2P7nOURzHDt%2B62FlnHvi0GKbMC2O1N8TRo1N17MXK1bQlirvxdsmGnU1tx9DN9V6xoL80v3jJ1sW8ncsTzhvpFoBt%2B%2Fs7Mz6%2Bm24WN7xS77bPvD8lT01alF3sZUkgOGf9QTnpHx5xiNdrjz9vyGdnqd1M7UJOohVK9Y833DLAGU59exlRlFETgH8Cu3im5EQfXLtmD%2BD%2BpUpbHThYQw1wSZ52G85GEAi8lTBc07VAmDAwuN3GZSmlljiDpBeg54oWSPMq2QYoW5Tdv8hbBOr%2BQprrfvozbEIbCOHeCoDTP6ScgkUE1QT%2BDNoczEXuuWJy436cvwGhvToH0Hd2P8YOSYFF6iWJNLKTou799y6ouOzhG1OX1LcEJh85jbXqaUEW9ar%2BlvbNNkz7wlCVANZHL3429A9ZImwNJSs7rfm%2BGbEodJRiIVnZGCf74fFBLVzj%2BhvVRGOU17S7R1rI9iXcGSNiJmb1C2MFi%2BW0PgskM06JvA9hcsRnz%2BxtLVk%2FU%2By497glg5SSJHz1bAeiZdckYj5OYMK4LfwXX6940RwSp96ETEJSNBfhSkLf%2FqpAxWfvAzoSLsG5tN3HOGUlweLWRwuF5tCR1EI8twuc5e%2F2YUxZuababvcaCG%2FAT%2FOzgWVsmsRNWqI%2FQVk%2F%2FWSGUO%2BV4psZ5QnnPUQzTx8akbq%2BAN%2BjQm6ulHap0lRKicIfpVgwFBy%2BbwnqCccP3k7G3csllZPcYhyqP8gJXyXh3G95q6Id4zLAvizj6NInKknReBV4Ij0DspTbd1oJPOpZetvFMG4odVXlHxZi3JGY%2FERRQMTsnToIq3eSmtpD6FfQ1aEUQJtlXKJX4smvRwt6ehdx01i4p3GfkuZ4b2BmtG2T78SVWcnJ8kRCyYdJwEIpPmVuHu2BRlGIgwijiG6eL31QswbViJvWrrctMX1zthjhTQdZl%2FSoHLqvuW7JfMjd413oZ1Z6QLgnNNQA3rMDnysbDEJTjw4tLnBSJjG%2FwxuYcmief8%2Bgb%2FOiZUA1ov5ve6RtXIKS3%2Bz5tV1d6nIbzO9bDnyvl96A1445cPv9h8AkuKOC6hXUwvsQmH6%2F3GkI1Da17k13H0Le5yeDu67CCmxorinLRud9TgKvzopvcjEvJC8QX%2F52MAUPFyUdqhi%2BydwB0g6Asu0YiJys8kRBt5Njdx%2B%2BmtcGy2KLEykhJYQI0tv2c1kCA5dy%2FQJVEV2aaHS6emDVn8oRqIMz%2BFAMIv0IDxVzUkq1FNS4SoSToWIyMTpX9F42YnxEnVYHnTK4a49uVA%3D%3D&s2s=1
https://www.gazettenet.com/News
https://www.gazettenet.com/Superintendent-committee-narrows-search-to-four-candidates-50188593
https://www.gazettenet.com/Superintendent-committee-narrows-search-to-four-candidates-50188593
https://www.gazettenet.com/Olde-Hadley-Flea-Market-to-permanently-close-50127823
https://www.gazettenet.com/Olde-Hadley-Flea-Market-to-permanently-close-50127823
https://www.gazettenet.com/200-year-old-beech-trees-falling-50132524
https://www.gazettenet.com/200-year-old-beech-trees-falling-50132524
https://www.gazettenet.com/look-back-50185376
https://www.gazettenet.com/look-back-50185376
https://www.gazettenet.com/Reader-Services/Privacy-Policy
https://accountaccess.nne.media/ss70v2/nne/common/template.jsp
https://accountaccess.nne.media/ss70v2/nne/common/template.jsp
https://www.gazettenet.com/Reader-Services/terms-of-use
https://www.gazettenet.com/Reader-Services/Privacy-Policy
https://www.gazettenet.com/
tel:413-586-1925
tel:413-584-5000
mailto:circulation@gazettenet.com
http://www.facebook.com/DailyHampshireGazette
https://twitter.com/DailyHampGaz
http://www.youtube.com/user/gazettenet
https://www.instagram.com/dailyhampshiregazette
https://www.amherstbulletin.com/
https://www.atholdailynews.com/
https://www.concordmonitor.com/
https://www.recorder.com/
https://www.ledgertranscript.com/
https://www.vnews.com/
https://www.valleyadvocate.com/
https://www.theconcordinsider.com/
https://www.nnedigital.com/

