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Distinguished Alumna 
Nancy Cooperstein Charney

Nancy Cooperstein Charney 
‘56 is an American award-
winning director and producer 
of both stage and screen. 
Career highlights as a producer 
include the original Broadway 
production of Lanford Wilson’s 
Pulitzer-prize winning play - 
Talley’s Folly - and the Emmy-
nominated and Wilbur Award-
winner - Snow in August - based 
on the book by Pete Hamill. In 
1966, she produced Megan 
Terry’s Viet Rock, the first of the 
anti-Viet Nam plays produced in 
New York City.  As a director of 

television, Ms. Cooperstein Charney’s work includes the LA Emmy 
award-winning film –Pioneer Women - The Wonder Years and the 
ABC Afternoon Special - UNDER THE LIMIT. Ms. Cooperstein 
Charney’s film work includes the short film – Private Debts - that was 
featured at Sundance, London, Deauville and Toronto Film Festivals.  
It won the Chicago Film Festival’s Golden Hugo Award, was shown 
on SHOWTIME and was hailed by Variety as a “classic tragedy 
(whose) direction is right on the mark, going for the rich subtext of 
feeling.”
Showcasing her as both producer and director is the feature-length 
documentary film WHO’S NEXT? now available on Amazon Prime 
Video. This powerful and timely film shines a light on how Muslim 
Americans have suffered from bigotry post-9/11. Through her riveting 
storytelling, Cooperstein Charney succeeds in encouraging viewers 
to choose knowledge over ignorance so that the challenges of 
marginalized communities can be effectively addressed. “WHO’S 
NEXT? is the type of artistic expression essential to those who 
cherish the concept of democracy.” David Rothenberg, Host of 
ANY SATURDAY, WBAI. Ms. Cooperstein Charney also directed 
a companion piece, highlighting how her early life influenced the 
creation of WHO’S NEXT?

Distinguished Alumnus
Capt. Paul B. Grozen USN (Ret.)

Paul Grozen ’50 was born 
November 29, 1932, to 
Julius Grozen ‘27 and Miriam 
Feitelberg Grozen ‘29. The 
family moved around Fall River 
during his early years, possibly 
giving him the distinction of 
attending more elementary 
schools (4) than anyone else. 
In his final year at Durfee he 
was selected as one of a four-
person team to represent the 
school in the state high school 
mathematics competition - the 
first time Durfee ever sent a 
team to that event. 

Paul’s mother died when he was almost eight, bringing his 
relationship with his father much closer. Julius had graduated from 
MIT and was a naval architect, enlisting as an officer during World 
War II and remaining in the Naval Reserve for 20 years. His father’s 
love of the Navy inspired Paul to join the Naval Reserve as a junior 
in high school and then with the support of his Congressman Joseph 
W. Martin, Paul was awarded an appointment to the United States 
Naval Academy in Annapolis.
At USNA Paul continued his academic success, graduating “With 
Distinction” and standing 28th in a graduating class of 750 (and in 
the top 3 in mathematics). In his second year, he met Phyllis Zelko 
and were married in 1956. 
Upon commissioning in 1955 Paul had three operational years in the 
destroyer community, then applied for submarine training. He served 
first aboard the diesel submarine USS Grenadier  and was then 
accepted into nuclear power training. He served on three nuclear 
submarines: USS Scamp as Weapons Officer, Operations Officer 
and Navigator; USS Permit as Executive Officer and Navigator; and 
USS Simon Bolivar as Executive Officer. 

Nancy Cooperstein Charney cont. on page 2 Capt. Paul Barton Grozen cont. on page 5
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Dear Fellow Alumni,
Few years in life help shape a school and a community as have 
the last two. Change has come in enormous quantities to where 
and how we are educated; we socialize and can participate in 
the arts and sports. Our students, staff and administrators have 
moved into an amazing new building, filled with endless and 
cutting edge learning opportunities. Our gratitude to the citizens 
of Fall River for their vision cannot be adequately expressed. 
Thank you for being part of one of the country’s greatest alumni 
organizations. Our breadth is spread far across the country 
and the globe as Durfee, and the Fall River school system 
has consistently produced leaders in every field. This year, we 
celebrate our newest graduates, scholarship awardees and 

distinguished alumni recipients on one night, Thursday, May 26, 2022, at 7:30 in the new 
Nagle Auditorium. On that night, we will also conduct a very brief business meeting, honor 
our deceased alumni and enjoy a multi-generational time of fellowship. 
Additionally, I would like to thank the Alumni’s Executive Committee who meet and help 
produce the Chimes and Alumni Night, especially our secretary, Charlotte Costa Thomas, 
‘64 and our treasurer, Janice N. O’Brien, ‘56. 
Finally, we wish to thank all of our Red and Black members who continue to support the 
Durfee Alumni organization. We are DURFEE.
Joseph R. Costa, ‘81
President, Durfee Alumni Association

Alumni – Did you know?
The Red & Black Club has 648 members.                                                

 Member Classes range from 1933 to 2022.    
Member Classes 1933 through 1969 – totals  498
Member Classes 1970 Through 1999– totals  130
Member Classes 2000 through 2022 – totals    20

We need to continue to add to R&B Membership!!
The Alumni Association joins with the upper classmates
and challenges classes 1970 forward to increase class

Ranks in the Red & Black Club for 2023

Ms. Cooperstein Charney grew up in Fall River, Massachusetts, where she graduated 
from BMC Durfee High School in 1956. She began her professional acting career at 
age 11, appearing opposite Edward Arnold in The Apple of His Eye at the SOMERSET 
PLAYHOUSE. She then went on to produce, direct and narrate the weekly radio program, 
Juniors Speak on WSAR. On WALE she was a regular on WOMEN OF WALE.  Later in 
New York City, she continued her radio career on WEVD, where she wrote, directed and 
produced a weekly program called Women in the News.
Her acting credits include Elaine May’s Name of a Soup and A New Leaf, Jean Claude Van 
Itallie’s King of the United States and Mystery Play and Connie Kaiserman’s My Little Girl. 
She was an acting member of Andre Gregory’s Manhattan Project, and an acting-teaching 
member of The Working Theatre, a project of Joe Chaiken and Kristin Linklater. As such 
she was awarded the title of “Master Teacher” from the Rockefeller Foundation.  Ms. 
Cooperstein Charney has taught acting to prisoners on Riker’s Island and taught teachers 
how to use acting as an instructional tool through the Teachers and Writers Collaborative. 
A graduate of Bennington College, Ms. Cooperstein Charney continued her studies at The 
Neighborhood Playhouse, The Berghoff School and Columbia University.
Ms. Cooperstein Charney now lives in New York City with her husband of 55 years, actor 
Jordan Charney. Together they have 2 children and 5 grandchildren.

Nancy Cooperstein Charney continued
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Previous Distinguished Alumni Recipients
1961	 Malcolm P. Aldrich.................................‘18
1962	 Bishop James L. Connolly....................‘13
1963	 Harold S.R. Buffington, Esq..................‘05
1964	 Edward B. Hanify, Esq..........................‘29
1965	 Dr. John C. Corrigan.............................‘21
1966	 Myer N. Sobiloff....................................‘24
1967	 Ellis Gifford...........................................‘02
1968	 Jerome Namias....................................‘28
1969	 Helen Winward Brown..........................‘03
1970	 Thomas Rodgers, Jr. ...........................‘30
1971	 John B. Cummings, Esq. .....................‘08
1972	 Humberto Cardinal Medeiros ...............‘37
1973	 Ambassador William J. Porter............. ‘30
1974	 Hon. James P. McGuire .......................‘31
1975	 James A. Nannery ...............................‘31
1976	 Hon. Beatrice Hancock Mullaney ........‘23
1977	 Gen. Melvin Zais ..................................‘33
1978	 Francis L. Gragnani .............................‘36
1979	 Robert J. Nagle ....................................‘28
1980	 Hon. Mary J. Fonseca .........................‘32
1981	 Dr. Roger N. Violette ............................‘25
1982	 Florence C. Brigham ............................‘17
1982	 M. Norman Zalkind ..............................‘31
1983	 Bayless Manning .................................‘40
1984	 Phillip Sacknoff ....................................‘35
1985	 James J. Hammond .............................‘26
1986	 Richard M. Rosenberg .........................‘48
1987	 Thomas J. Brown .................................‘42
1988	 Frank S. Feitelberg ..............................‘24
1989	 James Dean ........................................‘50
1990	 William H. Gaudreau ...........................‘46

1991	 Marcel P. Joseph .................................‘53
1992	 William K. Reilly ...................................‘58
1993	 Brig. Gen. John J. Liset, USAF ............‘38
1994	 Hon. Milton R. Silva .............................‘40
1994	 William F. Powers ................................‘48
1995	 Hon. Edward F. Harrington ..................‘51
1995	 Joseph E. Mullaney, Esq. ....................‘51
1996	 Michele Kaufman Rallis .......................‘58
1997	 Peter G. Collias, Esq. ..........................‘49
1998	 Mel  B. Yoken....................................... ‘56
1998	 Faust D. Fiore ......................................‘39
1999	 John J. McAvoy ...................................‘37
1999	 Dr. John T. Harrington ..........................‘54
2000	 William F.  Long, Jr. .............................‘44
2000	 Edgar C. Knowlton, Jr. .........................‘38
2001	 Lester W. Cory .....................................‘56
2001	 James Chace .......................................‘49
2002	 Kenneth L. Nathanson .........................‘42
2002	 James H. Smith ...................................‘47
2003	 Morton Dean Dubitsky .........................‘53
2003	 James F. O’Hearn ................................‘53
2004	 Rev. Shirley Scholes Andrews..............‘54
2004	 Ernest Moniz.........................................‘62
2005	 Lucille Roussell Hadley........................‘36
2005	 Daniel Bogan........................................‘51
2006	 Hon. William C. Carey..........................‘42
2006	 John Moriarty........................................‘48
2007	 Arthur  A. Teixeira.................................’62
2007 	 George  Duclos.....................................’52
2008	 Col. David W. Gavigan.........................’57
2008	 Dr. William D. Tompkins........................’39

2009   Dr. R. Judson Carlberg..........................’58
2009   Thomas J. Curry....................................’60
2010	 Betty M. Welch......................................‘45
2010	 Louise Durfee.......................................‘48
2011	 James J. Karam....................................‘65
2012	 Irving H. Picard.....................................‘59
2012	 Joseph F. Sabik, MD.............................‘79
2013	 John J. Fletcher, MD.............................‘53
2013	 Reena Deutsch, PhD............................‘68
2014	 Ruth Moss............................................‘50
2014	 Robert J. Dupere..................................‘48
2015	 Joseph A. Conforti, PhD.......................‘63
2015	 Ronald A. Schwartz, MD.......................‘52
2016	 Anthony F. Cordeiro..............................‘80
2016	 Hon. E. Susan Speier Garsh................‘65
2017	 Zelma Vincent Braga............................‘52
2017	 Charles D. Smith Ph.D.........................‘54
2018	 Margery Eagan.....................................’71
2018	 Hon. Joseph I. Macy.............................’61
2019	 Jerri Kaplan Sher BFA, .MAEd.............’66
2019	 Christopher J. Fontes, PhD..................’83
2020-21	 Robert S. Karam ......................................... ’61
2020-21	 Joseph A. Marshall...................................... ’65

“Ronald Lamarre Memorial Scholarship Fund” & “Joseph Andrews Scholarship” & “Oliver S. & Mary E. Hawes” to....................... Rory Botelho
“Robert L. Ferreira Memorial” & “Durfee Southern Reunion” &“Eleanor F. McKey” & “Herman P. Mello” to............................Zachary S. Botelho  
“B.M.C. Durfee High School Athletic Association – William H. Barker” & “Allen L. Jarabek Memorial Scholarship” to........Stephanie M. Cabral*  
“Thomas K. Brindley, Class of 1925 Scholarship” & “John T. & Louise B. Crowley Scholarship” to.................... Daisy M. Chimborazo Marquez*  
“Dr. Joseph M. Rockett Scholarship, Class of 1942” & “Morris & Ida Horvitz” to...................................................................... Bianca M. Cormier  
“James H. & Eunice T. Mullen” to....................................................................................................................................................Nicole DaSilva  
“Edward Borden Jennings Scholarship” & “Michael J. Sullivan Memorial Scholarship” to.......................................................Shannon E. Davis*  
“Jerome Namias Scholarship” & “Mary A. Draper” & “Arthur W., Annie M. & Lydia M. Smith” & 
       “Robert A. Richard and Patricia L. Richard Memorial Scholarship” to...........................................................................Isabella L. Desmarais  
“John J. & Elizabeth C. Harrington Scholarship” to...................................................................................................................... Faith C. Ferreira  
“George E. Devoll Scholarship” & “James A. Brown” & “Class of 1991 Douglas Carvalho & Todd E. Majkut Scholarship” & 
       “Hugo V. Violette Memorial, Class of 1933 Scholarship” & “Evelyn E. Mason & Nancy J. French Scholarship” & 
       “Helen C. Reddy Memorial Scholarship” to........................................................................................................................Savannah L. Ledo  
“Edward F. & Rose S. Smith Scholarship” to.......................................................................................................................Kareem H. Mahmoud*  
“Frank C. and Alice R. Chace” & “Class of 1924” & “The Phenix Memorial Scholarship, Carol Mother & 
       Andrew (Class of 1988), Son”& “Class of 1960” to............................................................................................................. Zachary B. Massa    
“Early Scholarship Holders” & “John A. Carvalho” & “William H. Lambert – William Lindsey” 
       & “Annie Jennings Anthony” &“Helen Simmons” to...........................................................................................................Saleen A. Mayette*    
“Robert J. Nagle & M. Rita Nagle” & “James Madison Morton, 3rd”
       “Harold R. Bannister in memory of James Edward Bannister and Catherine Manning Bannister” to............................Sophie E. McDonnell  
“Harold R. Bannister” & “Nathan & Irene Anthony Chace” to............................................................................................. Charlotte B. Misturado  
“Richard & Cecile Cloutier Scholarship” to................................................................................................................................Ignatius M. Mudoh  
“B.M.C. Durfee High School Athletic Association – Ernest Baroody” 
       & “Aaron Dashoff Memorial Scholarship” & “Albert G. Pierce Memorial” to..................................................................Katheryn R. Nogueira  
“Class of 1954” & ”Class of 1928” & “Carmi A. Belmont” to.....................................................................................................Savannah Pimentel  
“Class of 1943” & “Elizabeth R. Stevens” to.............................................................................................................................Hannah R. Reitzas  
“John S. Brayton” & “Class of 1931” & “Charles V. Carroll” & “Arthur W. Smith” to............................................................... Emma W. Rezendes  
“The Richard B. Butler, M.D. & Milton J. Gilbert, M.D. Scholarship” to.................................................................................................Ellen Wang

*Grimshaw-Gudewicz Charitable Foundation Grant
Most scholarships are supplemented with an Alumni grant and an Andrew J. Borden grant.

To nominate a Durfee Graduate for the 
Distinguished Alumni Award, 

please fill out and return the form on 
Page 11.
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Joe Raposo ’54 (Composer)
Generations of kids across America grew up listening to the music of Joe Raposo — and they still do. Born 

in Fall River in 1937, Raposo began playing music at an early age. In 1954, he graduated from Durfee High, 
where he participated in orchestra, band, chorus, the Serenaders vocal group, edited the yearbook — and was 
voted “Most Interesting.” After studying music at Harvard and in Paris, he embarked upon a career as a working 
musician, hooking up with Muppet master Jim Henson, with whom Raposo’s talent truly began to shine. He 
wrote the theme song for Henson’s “Sesame Street,” an instant earworm for kids of all ages, and was the show’s 
musical director. His versatile compositions were whimsical enough for kids to enjoy while exposing them to styles 
of music they may have never heard before. 

Overall, he composed (and sometimes sang) about 250 songs during his tenure, like “C is for Cookie,” “Sing,” 
“Little Things,” and “Bein’ Green”. The latter was written for Kermit the Frog of the Muppets, for whom Raposo 
also composed music — but it was also covered by icon Frank Sinatra, who considered Raposo a “genius” and 
a friend. In fact, Sinatra’s 1973 album “Ol’ Blue Eyes Is Back” contained four Raposo songs, and that was a 
compromise, since Sinatra wanted the entire album to be Raposo numbers. “Stylistically, he could cover such a 

wide range,” Jim Henson once said of Raposo. “He wrote songs with a very childlike simplicity. There is a cleanliness to his compositions that 
works very well for children, but it works for adults too, because there is that sense of simplicity in all of us.” 

He wrote over three hundred songs, Joe received five Grammy nominations and a 1981 Academy Award nomination for Best Original Song, 
“The First Time it Happens”, featured in “The Great Muppet Caper”. Joe Raposo was honored with numerous tributes as Joe Raposo Day (Feb 
8) and the Portuguese government had a ceremony in Fall River after his death knighting him with the order of Indonesia. 

Joe Raposo died of non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma in 1989, three days before his 52nd birthday. He is buried in Union Cemetery in Chatham, MA. 
Raposo’s family established the ASCAP Foundation (American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers) the Joe Raposo Children’s Music 
Award. The new Durfee High School has the Joe Raposa’s music room, named in his honor.

“Street Gang: How We Got to Sesame Street” documentary was made in 2021 and it premiered in theatres on April 23rd. It also can be seen 
on Prime Video.

Camp Noquochoke Centennial Celebrated
By Michael J. Vieira, ‘71

Camp Noquochoke, the Boy Scout camp in Westport, may have been closed for more than forty years, but 
the indelible impression that special place had on many B.M.C. Durfee High School students and others in the 
area has not faded. Although June 26, 2021 marked the 100th anniversary of the opening of the camp, a special 
event was held on September 25.

About 35 former campers gathered on Pine Hill Road to walk trails which are now part of the Westport Land 
Trust. After the walk, many adjourned to the Buzzards Bay Brewery nearby for fellowship and reminiscing.

John Hinves and Bill Chebot, both 94 years old, camped at Noquochoke from 1939-44 and attended the 
event. They are both 1945 graduates of Durfee High School. Other Hilltoppers from the class of 1969 were 
reacquainted after more than 50 years. 

A group of former Scouts and camp alumni who are working to preserve the legacy of Camp Noquochoke 
have created a Facebook group, Camp Noquochoke 100, for fellow campers to come and share their memories 
with others about their time at camp. New members are welcome to join.

“It’s been a great place to share old photos and old memories,” Michael J. Vieira, a 1969 Noquochoke camp 
staff member and author of a history of the camp said. Vieira is a 1971 Durfee graduate who taught at the high school for 20 years. 

Additionally, the group is working with the Fall River Historical Society to collect Scouting memorabilia from the area to expand the historical 
society’s Scouting repository. They are looking for old uniforms, badges, photographs, and paperwork, especially those related to Camp 
Noquochoke or the Order of the Arrow. 

Who knew that the humble beginnings of that first season 100 years ago would pave the way for generations of young Scouts from across 
greater Fall River? Through the Great Depression, World War II, polio epidemics, Vietnam, and so many other global events, Camp Noquochoke 
remained a haven for young boys across the area. 

“For those of us who grew up in the city, the short trip to Westport was an escape to wilderness and a place to meet life-long friends,” Vieira 
suggested.

For more information visit the Facebook Group, Camp Noquochoke 100 or contact campnoquochoke100@gmail.com.

Interesting Alumni Information - We are always looking for news 
that would be of interest to our Alumni. You are encouraged to send anything 

newsworthy for publication in the “CHIMES”. Be sure to include who is sending
the information and how you may be contacted.

Send your stories to: Durfee “Chimes” Alumni Association
P O Box 9656  -  Fall River, MA 02720-0011

Places of Interest on the Web for Durfee Alumni
Durfee High Link:

https://www.fallriverschools.org/durfee
Durfee Yearbooks:

https://www.fallriverschools.org/durfee/durfee-links/durfee-yearbooks
Alumni Website:

https://www.durfeealumniassociation.com
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Durfee’s Gift to 
Western Civilization

By Barbara Shea
On the night of August 25, 1914, less than 

a month after the start of WWI, one of the 
deadliest conflicts in history, German soldiers 
in occupied Belgium torched the University 
Library at the Catholic University of Leuven 
destroying hundreds of thousands of books, 
medieval manuscripts, works of art, and the 
school’s original charter of foundation dating 
from 1425.

On August 27th, Brand Whitlock, diplomatic 
representative of the U.S in Belgium, secured 
from the German army the release of hostage 
Monsignor Jules de Becker, rector of the 
American College of l.euven. De Becker, an 
eyewitness to the horror, recounted without 
emotion the terror that had taken place in 
Leuven: priests murdered, civilians executed 
and St. Peter’s Church in flames. But when 
he tried to report on the state of the library, 
he stuttered, placed his arms on the table, 
dropped his head and burst into tears. 

The following day Hugh Gibson, First 
Secretary of the American Embassy, risked 
his own life to visit the burning city of Leuven. 
As a neutral observer he sought to understand 
the cause of, and witness the effect of, the 
reported aggression against a non-combatant, 
civilian population. The library was a 
blackened ruin. Gibson was told by a German 
officer that it was necessary that Leuven be 
made an example so that all would learn to 
respect Germany.

The Sack of Louvoin blazed across 
international headlines. 

Germany’s plan backfired. Instead of 
exacting international respect, it provoked 
worldwide condemnation. 

The senseless murders and wanton 
destruction were viewed as a brutal attack 
against western civilization. In no way could 
the university library have been considered 
a military target. In no way could the razing 
of the library have been seen as a justifiable 
military act. 

On August 31, 1914, American war 
correspondent Richard Harding Davis wrote in 
the New York Tribune that, “At Louvain it was 
war upon the defenseless.” 

Future Nobel Prize winning author, Romain 
Rolland, wrote that “it could be clearly seen 
that the Prussian war-machine was not only 
aimed at enemy forces, but also against the 
civilian population and the cultural heritage, 
in breach of the Hague Convention, of 
international and martial law.” 

The library, which had been the repository of 
the university’s Bull of Foundation - its official 
charter issued by Pope Martin V in 1425 - lay 
in ashes along with 1000 manuscripts, 800 
incunabula and a quarter of a million books. 

An indignant public responded. Nations 
across Europe and the world formed 
committees to replenish the lost collection. 
Donations of books came from The 
Netherlands, France, Great Britain, Denmark, 
Spain, Italy, Poland, Sweden, Czechoslovakia, 
Japan, and Canada. Casts of antique 
sculptures came from Greece. 

France had a brilliant idea and fitting rebuke: 
rebuild the library. 

America took up the gauntlet. The National 
Committee of the United States for the 
Restoration of the University of Louvain, 
headed by Nicholas Murray Butler of Columbia 
University, generously offered to finance, 
design and construct a new library building. 
Fundraising began. To spark contributions, 
donors were promised that their names would 

be immortalized on the walls and pillars of 
the new library. Donations poured in from 
American universities, colleges, and public 
schools, amongst them Durfee High School in 
Fall River, Massachusetts. 

On July 4,1928, the library was inaugurated 
during a formal ceremony attended by Belgian 
royalty as well as foreign and domestic 
representatives from the academic, political, 
and religious worlds. Cardinal Ernest-Joseph 
van Roey blessed the building, clock, and 
carillon (bell tower). In thanking the American 
people, he said, 

       “Each stone gives evidence of the 
friendship of a citizen, student or child from 
the United States; each brick. will continue to 
say to each generation that an American hand 
has laid  them in this building.” 

Fourteen years after the start of the Great 
War) Ambassador Hugh Gibson handed over 
the golden keys of the new library to its new 
rector, Paulin Ladeuze. Shouts of “Long live 
America!” rang out. 

Durfee’s commemorative stone stands 
proudly amongst the stone pillars of the 
grand gallery that support this magnificent 
memorial to friendship and scholarship. 
Durfee’s generosity helped restore the town 
and university as a center of knowledge and 
culture. Durfee can take pride each 4th of July 
knowing that 3,000 miles away the Stars and 
Stripes is flown from the bell tower high atop 
the University Library in Leuven, Belgium in 
commemoration of America’s, and Durfee’s, 
selfless giving and shared commitment to 
western civilization. 

Note: l.euven is the Dutch spelling of the 
French title, Louvain. Historical records use 
the French spelling. Today, the town is known 
2S Leuven in keeping with the city’s official 
language (Dutch). 

Capt. Paul Barton Grozen continued
Finally, he commanded the nuclear attack submarine USS Haddock for more than four years, completing two six-month deployments to the 
Western Pacific and many Top Secret “Special Operations” . Paul then became the senior instructor for the “Prospective Commanding Officers” 
course. During this service assignment, he was selected for promotion to the rank of Captain. 
Paul then spent two years at the Pentagon in the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations as Deputy Director for Undersea Warfare Research 
and Development. He also served as the Senior U.S. Representative to a Standing NATO Committee on Undersea Warfare. Paul’s final 
position was another diplomatic posting, this time as Defense and Naval Attaché to the Netherlands. 
During Paul’s thirty-year Navy service, he was awarded numerous commendations, the highest being the Legion of Merit and Defense Superior 
Service Medal. Following his Attaché assignment, he was designated a Commodore in the Order of Oranje-Nassau, the highest award a 
foreigner could receive from the Netherlands. This citation was formally presented in ceremony by Queen Beatrix of the Netherlands. In 2019 
Paul’s Navy service was also formally recognized at Fenway Park by the Red Sox during one of their home games.
After retiring from the Navy, Paul and Phyllis moved to San Diego where Paul took a retirement job there with a small defense contractor and, 
shortly thereafter, accepted a position with Lockheed Martin.
In 2016, having completed his second 30-plus year career, Paul finally retired with ambitious plans for much more time with his two children, 
seven grandchildren, and now five great-grandchildren.



Robert J. Hayden, Jr.
Elva (Bertoncini) Kanakry

CM Sgy. John Kuttner, USAF, Ret.
Carolyn (Holt) Lafreniere

Marceline (Bertolini) Medeiros
James F. Melvin

Judith (Bergeron) O’Connell
Earl Sanft

William A. Seymour, MD
Norman J.  Shepherd

Everett F. Smith
Charles D. Somers - Memoriam

Florence (Picard) Southland
George F. Southland

Doris M. Thornton
Harold C. Walmsley

1952
Jean (Higgins) Bogan
Zelma (Vincent) Braga

Joan (Winslow) Buhrendorf
Lawrence A. Donnelly

Albert E. Dean
Janice (Plocica) Ferreira

Donald W. France
John A. Freeman
Richard Freitas

John T. (Ted) Golitz
Ronald A. Golz

Mary (Ryan) Janczura
Natalie (Wilson) Lafl eur
Judith (Campeau) Liles

John E. Machado
Manuel V. Medeiros
William L. O’Hear

Dino Polselli
Mario S. Polselli
Thomas Powers

Jacqueline (Zubat) Remus
Helen (Bohun) Schultz

Rona (Bernstein) Solberg
Nancy (Pollock) Stavis
Noreen (Curt) Sullivan
Muriel (Briggs) Wachlin

1953
Norma (Pereira) Atkinson, PhD

Roland G. Bouchard
Frederick C. Buda - Memoriam

Ronald Caplain
Lois (Hodgson) Condon - Memoriam

William B. Dixon
Thomas E. Dupont, Jr., Esq.

John J. Fletcher, PhD
Joanne (Bogle) Gerlach

Robert B. Higgins
Constance (Levesque) Karnasiewicz

Avelino Mendes
Joan (Powers) Pacia

Electra (Yaukopoulos) Petropulos
James D. Salvo
Ronald T. Silvia

1954
Leonard G. Alves
Arnold H. Bennett
James E. Bullock

Rev. Alan D. Carvalho
Robert L. Gagnon

James L. Harrington
John T. Harrington, MD - Memoriam

Miriam (Taylor) Harrison
Daniel F. Henry, Jr.

Stephen R. Kay
Richard J. Masse

Raymond H. Medeiros
Shirley (Medeiros) Mohamed

William J. Moran
Wendell S. Ogden

Bruce B. Place
Robert Plourde

Col. Ronald Silvia, USAF, Ret.
Charles D. Smith, PhD

Francis J. Sullivan
Thomas F. Travis

Major W. Wheelock
David H. Wordell

1955
Carole (Wishart) Anderson

Janet (Park) Been
Robert A. Bogle, Jr., Esq.

Eugene V. Botelho
Mary (Sousa) Carreiro

Pauline (Kotlarski) Davis
Winifred (Durfee) Dimock

Muriel (Levesque) Gagnon
Harry B. Golding

Lauretta (Deschenes) Gonyon

Janet Greenwood
Gertrude (Hargraves) Harrington

Robert  Hoole
Robert M.  Keshura

Theopilos Kuliopulos
Raymond Longshaw

L. Joseph Lovit
Joan (Linhares) Mello
Howard M. Miller, Esq.

Dorothy (Henaire) Nicolau
Evelyn (Aguiar) Paradis
Beverly (Costa) Pereira
Rhoda (Kaplan) Pierce

Richard E.  Rounds
Donald K Smith

Stanley W. Sokoloff
Beverly (Tierney) Tansey

1956
Paul A. Borkman

Patricia (Furze) Cassidy
Nancy (Coperstein) Charney

Douglas B. Crook
Claude Desjardins, PhD

Janice E. Farrell
Herbert Feldman

Louise (Higgins) Harrington
Jennette (Lortie) Kenyon

Robert Kitchen
Robert  Lagace

Seraphina (Jacome) Lagace
Sylvia (DeBonis) Lawton
Delores (Franco) McGarr
Eileen (Galego) Medeiros
Beverly (Soja) Nawrocki
Janice (Nichols) O’Brien

Stephen F. Pirog, Jr.
Judith A. Schneider

Joan (Hopkins) Sheedy
Priscilla (Mullen) Smith

Wayne P. Smith
Lionel B. Spiro

Sylvia (Hollins) Starkie
Jeanette (Wood) Wirz

Odette M. Wood
Lois (Duckworth) Wordell

Melvin B. Yoken, PhD
1957

Richard Alexander, USAF, Ret.
Belisario A. Almeida
Roland H. Boulay

Lt. Col. Harvey I. Chafi tz, USAF, Ret.
James R. Collard

Ronald W. Coulombe
Thomas A. Davol, Jr.

Carl A. Deeb
Lt. Col. Patrick J. Donovan, USAF, Ret.

Col. David W. Gavigan
Bruce E. Hutchinson

Eleanor (Fozzard) Kreassig
Louis E. Lataif, PhD

John F. Medeiros
Joseph C. Medeiros

Bessie (Jamoulis) Pagonis
Robert J. Pontes
H. Bradlee Smith

Geraldine (Callahan) Wise
1958

Robert Benevides
Dorothy (Frain) Blais

Helen (Mendonca) Carrier
Margaret (Foley) Deston
Judith (Longshaw) Fino

Thomas R. Flynn
Howard Galitsky

Ann (Boyko) Gannon
Alice (Boulay) Garvin

William A. Harris
Michael L. Kaegael

William F. Keating, Jr.
Francis A. Latessa

Marilyn (Manchester) Lowney
Norma (Dubiel) McKenzie
Dorothy (Albernaz) Midura

Lionel A. Morais
Lucy (Dubiel) Paulo
Stephen J. Peters

Charlotte (Smith) Pirog
Thomas E. Poole

Rev. Leo A. Poiselli, CSC
Michele (Kaufman) Rallis
Judith (Grinnell) Sanford

Walter R. Silvia
Stanley J. Wieszbicki

1959
Nancy (Manchester) Bennett

Muriel (Burns) Bodington

Joseph M. Bushell
June (Travers) Gagnon

Barbara (Czapiga) Gajda
Claudia (Britto) Gifford
Douglas A. Gray, Jr.

Timothy J. Griffi n
Polly (Tickle) Hearn

Robert Hughes
Richard W. Kocon, PhD
Mary Lou (Clark) Levine

Kenneth A. Machado
Claire (Leary) McMahon

Daniel C. Medeiros
Maria (Pereira) Medeiros

Susan (Tobol) Murray
Irving H. Picard, Esq.

Phyllis (Oliveira) Pingley
Beverly (Hillman) Ratte

Suzanne (Guillotte) Vitale
Francis W. Wing

1960
Beverly (St. Laurent) Abegg

Charles J.  Auclair
Madeline (Levesque) Brauch

Clark E. Broden
Carolyn (Sullivan) Curry

Shirley (Bannister) Dufresne
Mark G. Filler

Prof. Richard A. Freeman
Judith (Cohen) Goodwin
Ruth (Ward) Hathaway

Harold Katersky
Michael S. Lipsky

Ronald J.  Lowenstein
Mary-louise (Soares) Mancini

Elizabeth (Mulcahy) McCornock
Lois (Murphy) Mc Mullin

Mary Agnes (Pelton) Murphy
Judith (Barboza) Pearson
Delores (Botelho)  Silva
Linda (Towers) Warren

Richard Warren
Sandra (Stocklinski) Watters

Zen Williston, PhD
Sandra (Thomas) Wood

1961
Abraham C. Abdallah

Kenneth Barton
Norman J.  Bleau

Rayna (Maltais) Cipollini
Joseph A. Cote, Jr. PhD

Eugene M. Czepiel
David F. Fitzgibbons

Joan (Brissette) Flynn
Constance (Rocheleau) Furtado

Thomas C. Gibson
James A. Golen

Ellen (Donnelly) Hardgrave
Geraldine (Michael) Holewiak
Cynthia (Loudon) Isherwood

Robert S. Karam
Paul Lepage

Camilla A. Los
Patrick E. Lowney, Esq.

Bernice (Barnaby) Mannion
Robert J. Marchand, Esq.

Lillian (Heimann) Mendelowitz
Gerald J. Michael PhD

Shirley (Kennedy) Michael
Wayne (Pobzeznik) Ponik

Marguerite (Banville) Reuter
Richard R. Schenck

David C. Trindade, PhD
Marina Ventura

Margaret A. Walsh
Donald Yousif

1962
Nadilis D. Almeida

Veronica (Rodrigues) Barreiro
David E. Benevides

Valerie (Smith) Booth
Thomas J. Braga, PhD

Nancy A. Coray
Gary W. Drewniak

Arthur M. Ferrance, Jr.
John B. Hart

William S.  Hathaway, Jr.
G. Edward Larrivee
Maurice N. Larrivee
Raymond F. Mancini

Paula (Kline) McGillivray
Nancy (Tobol) McManus

John E. Mullaly
James H. Packer
Manuel  Papoula

Joseph S. Radovsky
Susan (Fearnley) Ramsden
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• 2021 - 2022 RED AND BL
1933

James A. Partridge - Memoriam
1936

Alice (Shaw) Harkin - Memoriam
1940

Lucy (Torchia) Campos
William F. McCarthy

1941
Eldredge H. Leeming

Rita (Davenport) Pearson
1942

Lucy (Baj) Los - Memoriam
1943

Sumner Alpert
Dorothy (Mockas) Hough

Victor E. Mello
Joseph E. Sullivan

Joan B. Twaddle - Memoriam
1944

Madeline (Flynn) Tozlowski - Memoriam
1945

Stanley  Janczura - Memoriam
Betty (Munro) Welch

1946
Janice (Tate) Anderson
Roger J. Boulay, MD

Mildred (Reid) Boyd - Memoriam
Philip A. Clorite

Robert A. Deane
George L Gesner

Muriel (Girard) Lafl amme
Frederick L. Mason,Jr.

James Mullins
James F. Nichols, MD

Peter G. Pacheco
Rosann (Barrett) Patota

Juliette (Talbot) Whitehead
1947

Clarisse (Dupont) Deane - Memoriam
James (Shay) Lynch

Margaret (Martini) Mattos
Ernest H. Picard, MD - Memoriam

Leona (Guidotti) Ribeiro
Stanley F. Stafi ej, PhD

Donald G.  Wood
Sandra (Thomas) Wood

1948
Doris (Allen) Blankley

Phyllis (Capone) Corcoran
R. Meredith (Pearson) Eastman

Mary (Medeiros) Lamothe
John J. Moriarty

Richard M. Rosenberg
1949

Peter G. Collias, Esq.
Francis W. Como

Ann (Hanley) Crane
Joan (Pemberton) Daley

Peter P. Depaola
Paul R. Kelleher

Elizabeth (Williams) Marsden
Louise (Pierce) McCarthy

Helen (Warden) Martin
Reva (Wernick) Newfi eld

Aubrey S. Nutbrown
Ralph J. Pickup, Jr.

Gerald Sandler
Anne (Patten) Sylvia

Anna (Wisz) Zdon
1950

Mary Lou (Walkden) Banks
Carol (Jones) Begor

Prof. Stephen B. Goldberg
William P. Goodrum

Col. Joan I. Gray,USAF, Nurse Corp., Ret.
Capt. Paul B. Grozen, USN, Ret.

Alice (Fernandes) Hayden
Lt. Col. Harold Katzman, USAF, Ret.

Louis B. Martins
Francis B. McAndrew

Barbara (Cohen) Rosenberg
Lorraine (Taylor) Stringer
Bernard A. G. Taradash

Carolyn (Capstack) Tuovinen
Janice (Kay) Warren

1951
Daniel E. Bogan

Edward S. Cunningham
Santi DiRuzza, Ltc., USA, Ret.

Janet (Dormer) Harrington

Janet (Spence) Ringuest
Joyce B.  Rodrigues

G.Milton Ryan
Irving H. Schneider

Barbara (Goltz) Sheer
Harriet (Forman) Shrater

CDR Paul L. Soares, USN, Ret.
Mary Ann (Pereira) Trzadel

Paul L. Trznadel
David W. Turner

Robert L. Williston
1963

Maria (Soares) Alves
Marie (Stetkiewicz) Benevides

James M. Blackburn
Prof. Joseph A. Conforti
Morton (Dubitsky) Dean
Penny (Berger) Glunts

John L. Isidor
Julia (Nawrocki) Isidor

Barbara (Zukroff) Koppel
Betty (Read) Mathias

John P. Mathias
James McManus
E. Jeffrey Pontiff

Marilyn (Smith) Rose
Bahira H. Sugarman

John T. Tunney
1964

Joseph Brum
Sarah L. Burns

Ernest H. Dessert
Joyce (Wilson) Dessert

Pauline (Buffi ngton) Dooley
Josephine (Gesiak) Dumont

Judith (Davis) Evans
Cheryl (Clarke) Furze

Angelina (Duarte) Gastall
James M. Gibney

Robert R. Greeson
William S.  Hampl, Jr.

Linda (Stafford) Harrop
Carol A. Hryciw-Wing

David J. Mello
Henry L. Pineau

Frances (Lyons) Sammons
Michael L. Shand

Nancy (Hart) Shand
Theresa (Folster) St. Laurent

Charlotte (Costa) Thomas
Gerard E. Vaillancourt

Alfred R. Vieira
Robert C. Wood

1965
Maria (Oliveira) Azza

Vincent J. Berube
Barry L. Bor

Steven A. Camara
Ronald M. Coite

Col. Francis DiNucci, USA, Ret.
Leonard T. Farias

Geraldine (Berube) Fortier
Hon. Eleanor Susan (Speier) Garsh

Joyce (Freeman) Goldweitz
Edward S. Goltz
Daniel L. Goyette

Linda (Kaufman) Grabiner, PhD
Alan W. Isherwood

James J. Karam
Richard C. Laudon, OD

Walter S. Los, Jr.
Ronald Maciel
John R. Manso

Joseph A. Marshall
Therese (Cousineau) Messier

Cheryl (Harvey) Mish
Paul Modlowski
Paul A. Montour

Suzanne (Perron) Montour
Joyce Perry

Christine (McIntyre) Plante
Ann (Masciarelli) Seery
Sharon (Viana) Vieira

Irving H. Zangwill
1966

Thomas Athearn
Teresa (Furtak) Berard

Robert G. Botelho
Douglas G. Clarke

Joyce (Felipe) Coelho
Aline (Desrosiers) Coite
Orlando C. Conforti, Jr.

Paul Ferreira
Judith (Chase) Graves
Jean (Pitera) Halligan

Bonnie (Maclaughlin) Heap

Rabbi Allen I. Juda
Sheldon M. Kline, Esq.

Roger G. LePage
Timothy T. Lifrak   

James J. Linhares
Barry F. Machado

Katherine (Boyko) Milano
Carol A. Michael
William T. Mullaly

Robert E. Pavao, DDS
Paula (Gallagher) Perry

Stephen D. Perry
Paula (Allison) Pizio

Sylvia (Medeiros) Santos
Elizabeth (Ferreira) Schneider

Jerri (Kaplan) Sher
Janet (Carroll) Smith

Sandra J. Souza
Edward J. Tavares
Robert A. Taylor

Donna (Enos) Wahl
1967

Cynthia (Janusz) Azevedo
John Azevedo, II

Henry A. Chamberlain
Anne E. Donnelly

Sandra (DiCorpo) Franklin
Jose G. Noversa

Carol (Feldman) Schneider
James M. Smith

Ada (Jackson) Wilders
1968

Susan (Booth) Avery
Russell A. Belanger

Deborah (Grozen) Bieri
Susan (Pacheco) Buchan

Margaret (Fairhurst) Copland
Reena Deutsch, PhD

Roberta (Castro) Dobbins
Norman J.  Lamontagne, Jr., PhD

Capt. Raymond Mello, PE,CEC,USN, Ret.
Jean (Botelho) Parenteau, PhD

Thomas J. Patota
Allen M. Rabinovitz
Robert A. Rapoza

Diane (St. Laurent) Sanders
Carol A. Silvia

Lois (Avila) Wilding
1969

Mary (Medeiros) Blouin
Joann R.  Deutch, Esq.

Geraldine (Cabral) Duarte
Patricia (Joseph) Goldman

Virginia A. Handfi eld
Ann M. Harkin

Kennth G. Littman, Esq.
Pauline (Robidoux) Nery

Susan (Moe) Raposo
Joan E. Reid

Richard S. Schwartz
Stanley J. Sikora, Jr.

Susan (Teixeira) Sousa
Robert P. Thomas

1970
Sherry L. Alpert

Herman Bomback
Laura (Tavares) Bomback

Mary (Swist) Clement
Judith Conrad

Cynthia (Cabral)  Corriveau
Jeanne (Pereira) DeMarco

Christine (Jean) Gibney
Sheila M. Kelly-Chace

Linda Quinlan
Jemmy L. Ryan

Dr. Barbara (Bishop) Sandusky
Penny (Sevin) Shore
Lorna (Ponte) Tomek

1971
Paul E. Coogan

Mary (Martins) Lopes
Russell Pichette, Jr.
Richard A. St. Amour

David R. Vasconcellos
Michael J. Vieira, PhD

1972
Robert C. Hadley

Joan (Harkin) Lacoss
Thomas P. Murray

Kris E. Roberts
Anna (Noversa) Silva

1973
Phoebe (Massoud) Blackburn

Gail (Pacheco) Bliss

Henry J. Boudreau
Michael C. Cass

Joanne (Carroll) Connor
Doane Mulcahy

Patricia A. Murphy
Stephen C. Rebello

1974
Bonnie  Bliss-Camara

Wayne J. Camara
Eloise (Lauzier) Carrier

Thomas D. Gaffney
Thomas W. Jean

Dr. Florine (Freitas) LeComte
Karen (Paulo) Ouellette

Linda (Perry) Picard
Roberta (Fillippi) Schneller

James Vaillancourt
Barbara (Urban) Walsh

1975
John D. Costa

Michael P. Duarte
Patricia (Cabral) Field
Adelia (Lopes) Gaffney

Jeffrey E. Ledoux, Insp. Gen., USAF
Eleanor G. Lessard

Gluseppina (Pina) Lucciola
Debra (Perry) Ozug

Donald Paula
Susan (Ogden) Pavao

Jane Piotrowski
1976

Michael Dupont
Linda (Karnasiewicz) Egan
Rose Marie (Pires) Knarr

Justin F. Paulo
Gale (Souza) Powers

Steven G. Tessier
1977

Jane A. Murphy
Robert E. Ryan
Shirley A. Tobol

1978
Brenda (Bishop) Azar

Holly J. Bronhard
Lisa (Lundy) Kusinitz

Jane (Lyons) Sullivan, Esq.
Colleen (Walsh) Taylor
Martin M. Zenni, II, MD

1979
Roberta A. Bonifacio

Sharon (Bogan) Quinn
Christopher Rockett

Kathleen (Araujo) Shannon
1980

Paula (Coutroubis) Kaylor
John M. Moreira

Patricia (Nawrocki) Murphy
Barbara (Medeiros) Williams

1981
Joseph R. Costa

Monique (Tremblay) Oliveira
Jane (Kravitz) Shelton

1982
Michael J. Coury

1983
Timothy G. Kelly

Francis M. “Chico” Kuhn
Matthew Pichette
Matthew Sakell

William A. Suneson
1984

Alison (Hornsby) Chaltas
Matthew G. Leger

1985
Lisa (McGinn) Canuel

Lizabeth (Callahan) McDonald
1986

James Faria
Michael Monsour, MD

Nigu Pichette
Vicki (Soares) Shield

Melissa (Branco) Vieira
James F. Wilcox, III

1987
Maryellen (Correia) Laberge

Lisa (DaCunha) Machnik
Sean P. Murphy

Danielle M.  Pavao
Delia Vieira-Cruz

1988
Claudine A. Cloutier, Esq.
Natalie (Ledoux) Ferreira

J. Barry McDonald, Jr., Esq.
Glenn Smith

1989
Matthew J. Desmarais

Antone Moniz
Kimberly (Garrett) Tiburtino

1990
Thomas M. Burke

Kristen (Mello) Gauvin
Filomena (Pavao) Kuchar
Nancy (Farias) Womack

1991
Joshua Panchley

Melissa (Karam) Panchley
1993

Sheila (Freitas) Haley
James  Pagano II

1994
Derek  Farias

Nancy Furtado
Jodi (Morris) Tabicas

1995
Dana (Reis) Giglio

Kerri (Gibney) Laurenzo
1996

Barden H. Castro
Colin W. Christ

1997
Sonya Braga

Paul G. DaSilva
Anthony F. DeRose

Cheryl (Aguiar) Estrella
1998

Jameson M. Guimond
2000

Nicholas L. Christ
2003

Barret H. Castro
Nicole L. Morell

2005
Jennifer E. Carey, Esq.

Bethany (Plasski) Guimond
Deborah M. Orlando

Danielle J. Pixley
Christina (Gomes) Raposo

Matthew Raposo
2006

James M. Brown
Berto A. Cabral

Daniel Quintal, Jr.
2007

Bryana (Donnelly) Diogo
2009

Tyler A. Brum
Andrew Raposo

2010
Marcus Dunmore

2012
Zachary S. Charette

2019
Kyle Neves

2020
Thomas Panchley

2021
Isabella L. Desmarais
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LACK CLUB MEMBERSHIP •

Anyone intersted in 
becoming a member of our 

Red & Black Club, may send 
a donation of $25.00 or 

more to:

B.M.C. Durfee High School
Alumni Association

P.O. Box 9656
Fall River, MA 02720-0011
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Barney Zeitz ‘69 

“Cornerstone Sculpture Project About Diversity” 2021
A piece of sculpture that honors the diverse cultures in the city was installed on the cornerstone of One 

Government Center. Two years in the making, it was the creation of Fall River native and artist Barney Zeitz. 
“We wanted to make this for everyone,” said Zeitz. “It’s indigenous people, immigrants, refugees and the 

enslaved. It’s about diversity and looking to the future.” 
With the help of city workers and a few of his friends, Zeitz oversaw the installation of the 9-foot-tall sculpture 

that was carefully lifted by a backhoe onto the cornerstone overlooking South Main Street. 
Zeitz, a 1969 BMC Durfee High School graduate, hand-welded the piece of art in his Martha’s Vineyard studio 

on his own. 
It took about 30 people to move it from his property to where it was displayed on the island for three weeks for 

public viewing before making its journey to its final home in Fall River. 
At the base of the sculpture a quote by Zeitz reads: “To the enduring memory of our ancestors: Indigenous 

peoples, then immigrants, the enslaved, and refugees. May we, their descendants, together with newcomers help build a more just and peaceful 
community.” 

“It has a little bit of everything, so that as a viewer, you can look to your past and maybe see someone you know up there,” said Zeitz. “There is 
clearly someone that looks indigenous, someone that looks of African descent. There is a young Asian boy crouching on the side.” 

While his goal was to make the sculpture a positive piece of art, Zeitz said it was important to represent the enslaved who were forced to come 
to this country. 

“It’s remembering that we had slavery, because we love to forget that this country was made by slaves,” said Zeitz. 
A self-taught welder, Zeitz, 70, began his art career in stained glass. His body of public artwork includes an immigrant memorial in Brewster 

Gardens across from Plymouth Rock, a Vietnam memorial on Martha’s Vineyard, a Holocaust memorial at the Rhode Island Holocaust Memorial 
Museum in Providence, as well as stained glass, metal pieces and functional art, commissioned for private spaces. 

The piece is directly welded “ which is insane,” said Zeitz. “Most people think this is a caste in a form, but it’s not, it’s all done by hand. That’s 
the look you get by directly welding and get different color tones,” said Zeitz.  The repurposed metals used to create the sculpture are all from the 
Westport company, Mid-City Steel, said Zeitz.  

Former City Councilor Steven Camara was the first to reach out to Zeitz several years ago with the idea of bringing art to the city’s public spaces. 
“It’s incredible what Barney, an artist, can do in terms of taking something like scrap steel and turning it into this magnificently beautiful and 

poignant depiction of the people that came here or were here, initially.” 
Camara said that once the concept of the piece and the location was decided, fundraising began with BayCoast Bank, BankFive, and local 

financial advisor Bernard Taradash making the initial donations. 
The City Council in 2019 approved the acceptance of the sculpture as a gift to the city. 
Camara said about $150,000 has been raised so far and there is still an opportunity for someone to donate to the project.
Every donor’s name, no matter how large or small the donation, will be engraved on the sculpture. 

Durfee Florida Southern Reunion - Cancelled
Rescheduled Class of 1965  -  57th Reunion

Sunday September 18, 2022 at The Cove Restaurant & Marina, 392 Davol St., Fall River MA   •   12:00 Noon - 4:00 pm – Cost $35.00
September 16th, 2022 - Friday Night Social at the Belmont Club 7PM to 11:30PM   •   September 16, 2022 Golf, FRCC 12:00 Noon

Additional Information contact: Arlene Harnett 508 676-9393 or aharnett22@verizon.net

Class of 1966  Rescheduled their “55th reunion” (a year late)
September 24, 2022 at Rachel’s Lakeside in Dartmouth  5:30 pm - 10:30 pm

If you have not received a reunion notice or need  more information contact Pat Capone Souza at Pat610u@hotmail.com

Class of 1970 - 50th reunion 
Sunday August 7, 2022 - Brunch 11 - 3 at The Cove Restaurant & Marina, 392 Davol Street, Fall River MA

Contact: Sue Goncalo Syde at s.syde@yahoo.com or Lorna Ponte Tomek at lornapt@gmail.com

Distinguished Alumni Nomination
Alumni, please take a moment to think about nominating a Durfee High School graduate for the Distinguished Alumni Award.  There are many 

graduates that are eligible some you probably know.  The Award recipient shall be an individual of commendable character and reputation who have 
attained preeminence in a profession or occupation or provided distinguished service in public, civic or charitable causes and graduated from B.M.C. 

Durfee High School or its predecessors twenty-five (25) years or more prior to the Annual Meeting. The Award shall be an engraved silver Paul 
Revere bowl which is presented at the Durfee Alumni Annual Meeting in May of each year.  Nominees are responsible for all travel and accommoda-
tions expenses. You can find the nomination form on page 11 of the Chimes, please attach a resume, bio, any newspaper or magazine articles or any 

other information to assist the Distinguished Alumni Committee in making their selection.
Your help in this matter will be appreciated……….Durfee Alumni Association
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Vietnam Veterans Memorial Dedication
By Skip Hochreich

Several years ago, a group of Vietnam veterans discussed the possibility of building 
a memorial in the eastern part of Massachusetts. In 2017 sixteen people got together 
to form the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall Committee. Six are members of Westport, 
Massachusetts, Chapter 207: Joe Marshall, the committee chair, Joe Biszko, Harry Terrien, 
William Desmaris, Alan Silvia, and Justin Latini, the fundraising chair and the president of 
Chapter 207.

A local architect designed’ an eighty percent replica of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
and chose the general contractor. Fundraising began in 2018 and the committee decided on 
a site for the project, Bicentennial Park in Fall River. The Park contains a World War II Iwo 
Jima monument, along with one honoring those who have taken part in the Global War on 
Terrorism. It is located near Battleship Cove. 

Once the needed permits were in place, the contractors were hired. Most of the labor and material were done at cost. Ground-breaking took 
place July 2, 2019. When COVID-19 hit fundraising became an issue. Lantini, the fundraising chair, said that, fortunately, significant donations 
already had come in with the aggressive fundraising campaign that had been conducted. The memorial’s website continued to bring in money 
from sales of memorial pavers and prints of the official memorial painting, “Forgotten Heroes” by Brian Fox. Grant writer Nancy Bernier also 
secured contributions for the memorial, including state and federal funds. Committee Chair Joe Marshall effectively led the entire effort. 

John Remedis from VVA Chapter 499 was designated the ambassador to the Wall Committee and helped organize many events the 
committee members held during the four-year project. Many younger veterans were very supportive and helped with fundraising and other 
activities. The dedication took place on May 15 under sunny skies. The Chapter 207 Honor Guard opened the ceremonies before a large 
audience. With a big-screen TV in the background and an excellent PA system, everyone was able to see and hear the speakers. VVA 
National Chaplain Fr. Phil Salois led the opening prayer. Guest speakers included retired Marine Corps Gen. Richard J. Neal and former war 
correspondent Morton D. Dean. Marshall thanked the construction crew and donors for their time and material needed for the immense project. 
Several elected officials were in attendance including Massachusetts Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito and Fall River Mayor Paul Coogan. Seating was 
spaced in compliance with pandemic regulations. Congratulations to all involved in this undertaking. The result is a magnificent memorial that 
will be reviewed by generations to come.Chapter 207

Fall River’s new B.M.C. Durfee High School Sept. 2021 
The new B.M.C. Durfee High School opened September 2021. The students 

walked into floor to ceiling windows, new desks, and trips to a planetarium 
without leaving the building. “We are going to have a world-class facility for 
the students of Fall River for many generations to come,” said Principal Matt 
Desmarais. “The spirit that is in this building already, the natural light, the 
energy, is really going to transform our school culture.”  

Desmarais said, unlike in the old building, every classroom in the new 
Durfee has windows that let in natural light. “This will be a game changer,” he 
said. “It’s very different from the cinder block airplane factory where we were 
for 40 years.”

The ground floor is mostly shops and classrooms for the school’s career 
and vocational tech program and fine arts classes, with oversized windows so passersby can peek in at the project’s art students are working 
on. The school’s culinary arts restaurant, rebranded as the Granite Grille, and the salon run by cosmetology students are next to a main 
entrance, meant to encourage community members to engage with students’ work.

The new school has several highly specialized spaces, like a TV studio with all-new equipment for students learning TV production and a 
planetarium with movie theater seats situated below a massive screen shaped like half of a sphere, like the one found in Boston’s Museum 
of Science. Desmarias said the planetarium will be a site for internal field trips for middle and elementary school students within the district.

Desmarais said even the traditional classrooms are all fully modernized. Each room is equipped with a Promethean board, an interactive 
screen that functions as a massive computer monitor, allowing teachers to display images from their computers and mark up the display with 
the touch screen function, and a few standing desks to accommodate students who might struggle to sit down through an entire class period. 
The library at Fall River’s new B.M.C. Durfee High School features soaring ceilings and natural wood.

The bright new building has some details that tie it to the past, including reclaimed wooden beams and stair treads from the King Philip Mill. 
The observatory at the top of the building houses a historic telescope crafted in the 1880s that has been in the school’s possession for more 
than one hundred years. There is also the belfry, where massive bronze bells that date back to the original Durfee building on Rock Street 
that have been supplemented with a few newly forged bells to create a full carillon. The building was opened without the auditorium being 
completed and a few of the construction and art classrooms being operational. Given the pandemic, it is amazing what was accomplished.
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Scholarship Recipients
Where are they now?

by: Kristen Mello Gauvin
Class of 1990

It has been another challenging, but exciting 
year here at Durfee. We opened the doors to 
our beautiful new facility in September all while 
watching our old school being torn down. It will 
be at least another year before the project is 
complete, but we are loving it so far.
A few years ago, one of my friends’ mothers 
came by my house and recruited me to be on 
the alumni association’s board. My neighbor 
Angie Gastall left me a note on my door. She 
probably knew how involved I am in Fall River 
and Durfee so it was an offer I couldn’t refuse
Since she is the reason I am on the board, I 
thought we could jump back to my senior year 
and catch up with a scholarship recipient from 
1990.
Laurel Gastall Howe
Durfee Chimes: I can’t say I don’t know too 
rnuch about you since we have been friends 
for over 30 years but tell us about your time at 
Durfee.
Laurel Gastall Howe: Well, I was on the swim 
and track teams at Durfee and we certainly had 
a lot of fun. I am still friends with quite a few 
people I graduated with. We just had a 30th 
reunion this past summer at the Cove. It was 
great to catch up with old friends.
DC: it sure was. Although we have been friends 
for so long, work, kids, and life has gotten in the 
way, tell us a little bit about what you have been 
up to since the nineties.
LGH: After I graduated from Durfee, I went 
on to Pace University in New York to study 
accounting. I loved my time in that area. Actually, 
I never left. I have been living in Connecticut 
ever since. After graduation I went to work for 
KPMG which is in the top 3 accounting firms in 
the world, Their headquarters was in NYC but I 
worked out of the Stamford office. I became a 

senior manager for them and I worked on their 
largest client at the time, G.E. From there I went 
to work in private equity, until I retired.
DC: Well, you have done a few things in your 
“retirement”?
LGH: Yes, I met my husband Rob while we were 
both working in London. He is originally from 
Michigan but we decided to raise our family in 
Connecticut. We have three boys Colton who is 
almost 19, Luke is 16 and Chase is 12
DC: So you have been pretty busy.
LGH: They definitely keep me busy. But I did 
have an interior design and antique business 
until it got to be too much with the kids. It is 
something I can always go back to but I won’t 
get the time back with my kids. Since then I have 
invested in rental properties in Connecticut and 
Newport so I manage those.
DC: I know that you have another interesting 
hobby. Can you tell us about that?
LGH: Around 2010, we bought a vacation home 
in Newport and I wanted to take a polo lesson. 
I grew up riding horses competitively but I had 
not ridden in 20 years. After the first lesson, I 
was hooked. I have been playing ever since. 
It is so fun and I have gotten to travel all over 
the world. Not so much in the past few years 
though.
DC: Where are some of the places you have 
travelled?
LGH: Chile, Morocco, Florida, Spain, Dubai, 
South Carolina and Argentina a few times.
DC: Wow! That sounds amazing.
LGH: Yes, it is great to be able to experience all 
these cultures. My son Luke plays now too so it 
is great that we can share that.
DC: Do you have your own horse?
LGH: Yes, his name is Samurai. He is in CT with 
us but in the summer, we take him to Newport.
DC: That is so interesting. I knew that you 
always rode before we got to high school but 
you were busy with sports at Durfee then. I 
guess all that is left is to tell us what you did with 
that scholarship from the Alumni Association. 
Do you remember the amount?

LGH: I do! it was $500 a semester for 4 years. 
It was a huge help. I got a full academic 
scholarship from Pace but we still had to pay 
for everything else like food, room and board 
and books. I used that money to buy my books 
every year. It really helped me. I worked all 
through high school doing the books at my 
father’s bar, Pottersville Pub. And when I got 
to college, I worked three jobs. My work study 
was being the lifeguard at the pool at school. I 
had an internship at MBIA as a municipal bond 
insurer and I worked at Express in the mall. Oh, 
I also did the books for the Rye Art Gallery in 
Rye, NY once a month.
DC: That is pretty impressive. I knew that you 
were always a great student but doing all that 
while in college is amazing. I guess Durfee 
prepared you well.
LGH: Yes, I loved my time at Durfee. We have 
amazing memories and friendships.
DC: Durfee is a very special place. Thanks so 
much Lau.

2021 - 2022 Alumni Information Form 
 The Durfee Alumni Association needs to hear from you if you wish to continue to receive The Chimes. 

 
___Please continue to mail the Chimes to this address*_____$5.00 Dues Enclosed______Other 
 
___Please email the Chimes to me at this email address___________________________________________________ 
 
Your Name________________________________________ Maiden Name (If applicable) ______________________________ 
 
Year of Graduation________ lf spouse is a graduate - Year of Graduation _____________________________________________ 
 
*Full Street Address________________________________________________________ City ____________________________ 
 
State_________.Zip__________ email Address ___________________________________  ____ Do not publish my information  
 
Red & Black Club Dues:   Min._____   $25.00 ________$50.00 ______ Other     =    Total Enclosed $____________________ 
Please make check payable to: Durfee Alumni Association, P.O. Box 9656, Fall River MA 02720 - 0011  
Submit your personal information and pay your dues or Red & Black at - www.durfeealumniassociation.com  
For questions please email us at: durfeealumniassociation@gmail.com or - Call 508-675-8100 Ext. 41998 
*For inclusion in the spring 2021 issue of the Chimes, please return no later than December 31, 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2021 - 2022 Alumni nomination form  
Thank you for taking the time to consider a nominee for the Distinguished Alumni Award. Please attach a resume, bio, any  
newspaper or magazine articles and any other information to the Nomination form. This information is needed to assist  
the committee. Nominations remain current for a five-year period and should be submitted no later than September 30th, 2021  
to be considered by the 2022 Selection Board. Please note:  Nominees are responsible for all travel and accommodation 
expenses. 

 Name of Nominee:  ____________________________ Year of Graduation _________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone Number:  ________________________________ email address:  _____________________________________________   

Name of person making nomination nomination:______________________________________________________________ 
Address:  _________________________________________ ___________________________________________________ 

Telephone Number:  ________________________________ email address:  _____________________________________________   

Are you a member of the Association? _______________Is the Nominee a Member? _________________________________ 
Please mail to: Durfee Alumni Association, P.O. Box 9656, Fall river, MA 02720-0011  
 
 

Annual Meeting ~ May 26, 2022 ~ 7:30 PM ~ Nagle Auditorium ~ Refreshments 6:30 to 7:30 PM

• The telescope, fully assembled, weighs about 800 to 1200 pounds  •  The Observatory dome’s diameter is 16’ -6” and weighs approx. 4,000 lbs  • The 
Planetarium dome weighs 3,250 lbs and has an inside diameter of 28’ consisting of 57 perforated panelsto form a 180-degree viewable projection surface  •	

Durfee will be the only public school in the country to have an official carillon  •  The biggest of Durfee’s bells weighs approx. 2,700 lbs and is 52 inches in 
diameter at the widest part  •  The smallest bell is approx. 92 pounds and is 15 inches wide  •  In total, the bells weigh approx. 11,000 lbs (5.5 tons)  •  If you 
walk around the “Figure 8” on all three floors of the new school, you have walked approximately 5,580 feet, which is one football field further than 1 mile!  •  

247,055 linear feet of piping. That amount of piping laid end-to-end is enough piping to reach the top of Mt. Everest 6.5 times.

Our history: BMC Durfee High School was named in honor of the only son of a wealthy Fall River family, Bradford Matthew Chaloner Durfee, who 
passed away at the age of 29. Bradford Durfee always hoped that part of his inheritance would go towards advancing education in the chemical, physical, 

and mechanical sciences, which were especially important to Fall River’s industry at the time. Construction began on the first Durfee High School on August 
13, 1883 and it was dedicated on June 15, 1887.  The building initially served 433 students. In 1978, Fall River completed work on the second Durfee High 

School-a 573,210 square foot, five story building on Elsbree Street. Compared to the first Durfee, the second school was able to incorporate the athletic 
complex and other amenities that were previously not on the original site, creating a “campus” environment.

Durfee Fun Facts!



Contact us at …
Our official Alumni website at: 
    http://www.durfeealumniassociation.com/contact	
By email at: 
    durfeealumniassociation@gmail.com
Like us on Facebook at: 
    Durfee Alumni Association
Telephone: 
    508-675-8100 ext. 41998

Mailing address:
Durfee Alumni Association
P.O. Box 9656
Fall River, MA 02720-0011

Visit the new official Alumni website at 
http://www.durfeealumniassociation.com/ to…
• Join the Red & Black – the official Club of Durfee Alumni 
• Pay annual Red & Black membership dues
• Make a donation
• Submit Alumni contact information
• Request the annual Chimes Newsletter  - mail or email distribution
• Check out upcoming reunions
• Nominate a distinguished alumni
• Share your reunion photos

Anyone interested in becoming
a member of our Red & Black Club, 

may send a donation of
$25.00 to:

B.M.C. Durfee High School
Alumni Association

P.O. Box 9656,
Fall River, MA 02720-0011 or at,
durfeealumniassociation.com

to use Pay Pal.
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2022 - 2023 Alumni Information Form
The Durfee Alumni Association needs to hear from you if you wish to continue to receive The Chimes.

___Please continue to mail the Chimes to this address*_____$5.00 Dues Enclosed______Other

___Please email the Chimes to me at this email address ________________________________________________________

Your Name____________________________________Maiden Name (If applicable) _________________________________

Year of Graduation________ If spouse is a graduate - Year of Graduation __________________________________________

*Full Street Address_____________________________________________City _____________________________________

State_____Zip__________ Email Address ___________________________________  ____ Do not publish my information 

Red & Black Club Dues:   Min._____   $25.00 ________$50.00 ______ Other     =    Total Enclosed $_____________________

Please make check payable to: Durfee Alumni Association, P.O. Box 9656, Fall River MA 02720 - 0011 
Submit your personal information and pay your dues or Red & Black at - www.durfeealumniassociation.com 
For questions please email us at: durfeealumniassociation@gmail.com or - Call 508-675-8100 Ext. 41998
*For inclusion in the spring 2023 issue of the Chimes, please return no later than December 31, 2022

2021 - 2022 Alumni Information Form 
 The Durfee Alumni Association needs to hear from you if you wish to continue to receive The Chimes. 

 
___Please continue to mail the Chimes to this address*_____$5.00 Dues Enclosed______Other 
 
___Please email the Chimes to me at this email address___________________________________________________ 
 
Your Name________________________________________ Maiden Name (If applicable) ______________________________ 
 
Year of Graduation________ lf spouse is a graduate - Year of Graduation _____________________________________________ 
 
*Full Street Address________________________________________________________ City ____________________________ 
 
State_________.Zip__________ email Address ___________________________________  ____ Do not publish my information  
 
Red & Black Club Dues:   Min._____   $25.00 ________$50.00 ______ Other     =    Total Enclosed $____________________ 
Please make check payable to: Durfee Alumni Association, P.O. Box 9656, Fall River MA 02720 - 0011  
Submit your personal information and pay your dues or Red & Black at - www.durfeealumniassociation.com  
For questions please email us at: durfeealumniassociation@gmail.com or - Call 508-675-8100 Ext. 41998 
*For inclusion in the spring 2021 issue of the Chimes, please return no later than December 31, 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2021 - 2022 Alumni nomination form  
Thank you for taking the time to consider a nominee for the Distinguished Alumni Award. Please attach a resume, bio, any  
newspaper or magazine articles and any other information to the Nomination form. This information is needed to assist  
the committee. Nominations remain current for a five-year period and should be submitted no later than September 30th, 2021  
to be considered by the 2022 Selection Board. Please note:  Nominees are responsible for all travel and accommodation 
expenses. 

 Name of Nominee:  ____________________________ Year of Graduation _________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone Number:  ________________________________ email address:  _____________________________________________   

Name of person making nomination nomination:______________________________________________________________ 
Address:  _________________________________________ ___________________________________________________ 

Telephone Number:  ________________________________ email address:  _____________________________________________   

Are you a member of the Association? _______________Is the Nominee a Member? _________________________________ 
Please mail to: Durfee Alumni Association, P.O. Box 9656, Fall river, MA 02720-0011  
 
 

2022 - 2023 Alumni Nomination Form
Thank you for taking the time to consider a nominee for the Distinguished Alumni Award. Please attach a resume, bio, any 

newspaper or magazine articles and any other information to the Nomination form. This information is needed to assist the 
committee. Nominations remain current for a five-year period and should be submitted no later than September 30th, 2022, to be 

considered by the 2022 Selection Board. Please note:  Nominees are responsible for all travel and accommodation expenses.



Raise our praises high to Durfee,
Alma Mater dear.

Tow’ring high beside the river, 
Radiant beacon clear.

God preserve for Alma Mater,
Standards staunch and true.

High aloft we’ll lift her banner
Bright with Durfee’s hue.

Love and praise we render ever,
Voices raised on high.

Loud we sing of Durfee’s glory,
To the earth and sky.
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