History 300

Seminar on the Roots of Modern 

Environmental Consciousness

Instructor: Prof. J. L. Caradonna 

Email: caradonn@ualberta.ca
Office: Tory 2-10

Office hours: By appointment only

Meeting time: Tuesdays/Thursdays from 11:00-12:20

Meeting place: T B 76

Overview
This seminar will investigate the development of environmental consciousness in Europe 
and North America from the eighteenth century to the present. The course will weave 
together primary documents, recent historiography on environmental history, and 
historical theory. The seminar is based on the critical discussion of these readings. Some of the questions we will address include the following: How has the concept of "nature" changed since the early modern period? How did a discourse on "the environment" and "environmental problems" emerge in the Western world? How do we historicize conservationism and modern environmentalism? What is “sustainability,” its history, its complexities, and its future? Required: one previous course in European history or environmental history. 

Assignments
--Active class participation (25%)

--First 6-7 page book review (20%)

--Second 6-7 book review (20%)

--14-15 page historiographical essay OR 

Investigation of sustainability project on campus (35%)

Readings

Coursepack (available in the bookstore)

J. Donald Hughes, What is Environmental History?
Donald Worster, The Wealth of Nature
Michel Foucault, The Archaeology of Knowledge

G.P. Marsh, Man and Nature
Rachel Carson, Silent Spring
Barry Commoner, The Closing Circle
Jeffrey D. Sachs, Common Wealth
P. Hawken, A. Lovins, L.H. Lovins, Natural Captialism
A few other readings will be printed off the web
Week 1

January 11: Introduction to the course 
January 13:

Discussion: What is ‘environmental history’? What are the major historiographical trends 

in the field?

Readings: J. Donald Hughes, What is Environmental History?, chs. 1, 3, 6 [purchase]; 
 Donald Worster, The Wealth of Nature, chs. 1-2 [purchase]

Week 2

January 18
Discussion: What is a ‘discourse,’ an ‘episteme,’ and how should we approach the 

question of historical consciousness? 

Readings: Michel Foucault, The Archaeology of Knowledge, pp. 3-63, 106-117, 192 

[purchase]. 

January 20

Discussion: How to write a book review.

Assignment: Locate two book reviews, read them, print them out, and bring them to 

class to present and discuss. They should relate to environmental history. Places to look: the journal Environmental History, the journal Environment and History, or jstor.org (which contains numerous book reviews)

Week 3

January 25

Discussion: What is ‘nature’ and ‘the environment,’ and how have these concepts 

changed since early modernity?

Readings: Elizabeth A. R. Bird, “The Social Construction of Nature: Theoretical 

Approaches to the History of Environmental Problems,” Environmental Review 11, 4 (Winter 1987): 255-64 [coursepack]; Raymond Williams, “Ideas of Nature,” Problems of Materialism and Culture, pp.67-85 [coursepack]

Recommended reading: Emma Spary, “The ‘Nature’ of Enlightenment”, pp. 272-304 in 

The Sciences in Enlightened Europe [coursepack]

January 27 

Discussion: History, Tropes, and Narrative: Telling Stories about Nature and the 

Environment

Readings: Hayden White introduced by Green & Troup, eds., The Houses of History, 
chapter on narrative with portions of White’s essay called “The Fictions of Factual Representation,” pp.204-229 [coursepack]

Week 4

February 1

Discussion: The ‘State of Nature’ and Private Property in the 18th-century Atlantic World  

Readings: Rousseau, “Discourse on the Origin of Inequality,” [located online at 

http://www.constitution.org/jjr/ineq.htm]; Worster, The Wealth of Nature, ch.8 [purchase]

February 3

Discussion: Christianity, Gender, and the Environment
Readings: Carolyn Merchant, “Eve: Nature and Narrative,” in Canadian Environmental 

History, pp. 43-69 [coursepack]; Lynn White, “The Historical Roots of our Ecological Crisis” (essay from 1967 in Science), pp.1-5 [coursepack]
Week 5

February 8

Discussion: Cultural Contact, Ecological Imperialism, and the Pre-History of 

Environmentalism  

Readings: Alfred Crosby, Jr., “Ecological Imperialism,” in Canadian Environmental 

History, pp. 143-154 [coursepack]; Jeremy Caradonna, “Conservationism Avant la Lettre? Public Essay Competitions on Forestry and Deforestation in Eighteenth-Century France,” pp.1-23 [coursepack]; Richard H. Grove, “Origins of Western Environmentalism,” in Scientific American, 267, 1, 1992, pp. 42-47 [coursepack] 

February 10

Discussion: T.R. Malthus and the Emerging European Consciousness of Over-

Population and Scarcity of Resources.

Readings: J. E. de Steiguer, The Origins of Modern Environmental Thought, pp.1-17 

[coursepack]; Malthus, An Essay on the Principle of Population, pp.5-19 [coursepack]
First book review due 

Week 6

February 15

Discussion: David Henry Thoreau, Transcendentalism, and Environmental Philosophy 

Readings: Thoreau, “Winter Walk,” pp.1-10; Thoreau, The Maine Woods (“Ktaadn,” 
pp.1-6); Thoreau, Walden, ch.2 (pp.1-7) [all in coursepack]

February 17

Discussion: Industrial Revolution, Pollution, and Social Radicalism

Readings: Friedrich Engels, The Condition of the Working Class in England, 

introduction, chs.1-5, and 9 (located online via gutenberg.org; print it and bring it to class)
Week 7

Reading Week (Feb 21-25)

Week 8

March 1

Discussion: The Dawn of Conservationism: G.P. Marsh and Environmental Degradation.

Readings: G.P. Marsh, Man and Nature, pp.xv-xxxv, 3-5, 18-19, 28-52, 82-87, 99-102, 

186-189, 200-208, 279-280, 304-306, 456-465 [purchase].

March 3

Discussion: John Muir & Gifford Pinchot, Preservationism & Conservationism: Part 1

Readings: Worster, The Wealth of Nature, ch.14 [purchase]; John Muir, “The National 

Parks and Forest Preservations,” pp.1-4 [coursepack]; John Muir, “The American Forests,” pp.1-6 [coursepack], John Muir, Our National Parks, Ch.1 (pp.1-7) [coursepack]

Week 9

March 8

Discussion: John Muir & Gifford Pinchot, Preservationism & Conservationism: Part II

Readings: Robert Righter, The Battle Over Hetch Hetchy, pp.3-10, 66-95, 206-212 
[coursepack]; Muir, The Yosemite (“Hetch Hetchy”), pp.1-3  [coursepack], Congressional debates about the Hetch Hetchy Dam, pp.1-4 [coursepack]; Gifford Pinchot, Fight for Conservation, Chs. 1 & 4 (7 pages) [coursepack] 
March 10

Discussion: Discussion: Aldo Leopold, Ethics, and Environmentalism  

Readings: Leopold, “The Land Ethic” in A Sand County Almanach (1948), pp.vii-ix, 6-

18, 201-226 [coursepack]; Worster, The Wealth of Nature, ch. 13 [purchase]

Week 10

March 15

Discussion: Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring and the Advent of The Modern Environmental 

Movement
Readings: Rachel Carson, Silent Spring, chs.1-5, 8-9, 12 [purchase]; J.E. de Steiguer, 
Origins of Modern Environmental Thought, pp.28-43 [coursepack]
March 17

Discussion: Emerging Consciousness of an Environmental Crisis
Readings: Garret Hardin, “The Tragedy of the Commons” (1968, Science), pp.1-7 
[coursepack]; Barry Commoner, The Closing Circle, pp.1-10, 29-44, 109-176 [purchase]
Week 11
March 22
Discussion: Philosophies of the Small and the Decentralized from the 1970s
Readings: E.F. Schumacher, Small is Beautiful, pp.12-49, 59-70 [coursepack]; Amory Lovins, The Soft Energy Path, pp.3-60, 153-159 [coursepack]
March 24

Discussion: Deep Ecology 
Readings: Arne Naess, “The Shallow and the Deep, Long-Range Ecology Movement: A 

Summary,” pp.95-100 [coursepack]; Arne Naess, “Identification as a Source of Deep Ecological Attitudes,” in Deep Ecology, pp.256-269 [coursepack]; Keenan, Environmental Anarchy, pp.1-11 [coursepack]

Second Book Review due
Week 12
March 29
Discussion: The Concept of Sustainability: The Concept, its Growth, and Some 

Challenges

Readings: Donald Worster, The Wealth of Nature, ch.12 [purchase]; Albert Bartlett, 

“Reflections on Sustainability,” pp.1-38 [coursepack], Edwards, The Sustainability Revolution, pp.11-27 [coursepack]

March 31

Discussion: Visualizing Sustainability: Part I 
Readings: Hawken, Lovins & Lovins, Natural Capitalism, pp.1-21, 32-124 [purchase]
Week 13

April 5

Discussion: Visualizing Sustainability: Part 2
Readings: Jeffrey Sachs, Common Wealth, pp.29-114, 227-254, 271-289 [purchase]
April 7

Discussion: Visualizing Sustainability: Part 3
Reading: William E. Rees, “Impeding Sustainability? The Ecological Footprint of 

Higher Education?,” pp.88-98 [coursepack]; Chris Turner, The Geography of Hope: A Tour of the World We Need, pp.269-314 [coursepack]

Week 14

April 12

Discussion: The Present and Future of Sustainability

Readings: Michael Shellenberger and Ted Nordhaus, “The Death of Environmentalism: 

Global Warming Politics in a Post-Environmental World,” pp. 6-34 [coursepack]; Chris Turner, The Geography of Hope: A Tour of the World We Need, pp.322-339 [coursepack]; The Royal Society, “A Guide to Facts and Fictions About Climate Change,” pp.1-19 [coursepack]

Final Project due April 17th to my box or inbox by 4:30 pm. 

Some suggested further reading: 

*Bruno Latour, The Politics of Nature: How to Bring the Sciences into Democracy, ch. 1

*William Cronon, Changes in the Land
*Richard White, The Organic Machine
*M. V. Melosi, Garbage in the Cities: Refuse, Reform, and the Environment
*Ramachandra Guha, Environmentalism: A Global History
*Darwin’s On the Origins of Species
* Norton, B. (2005). Sustainability, A Philosophy of Adaptive Ecosystem Management.

