
  Dear Friends, 

 

‘The Word became flesh and blood and moved into the 

neighbourhood’ (John 1:14 The Message). 

 

Those words will be spoken during the Advent and 

Christmas seasons, probably in a more familiar translation. 

The Message puts the Good News of Jesus’ birth into the 

striking terms of entering a neighbourhood at a particular 

time and particular place. His ministry touched real people 

with God’s grace and truth.  

 

In preparing the preaching plan, I prayed for each of the 

churches, preachers and worship leaders. It is a practice 

many of you do Sunday by Sunday and one I would 

encourage you to make your Sunday prayer. 

 

Each of our churches is set in a particular neighbourhood, 

with specific needs and opportunities. Our task is to take 

God’s love and message, in word and deed, into our 

community. So often, we forget our mission, struggling to 

maintain our structures and buildings. However, our 

facilities buildings and meetings should enable us to fulfil 

our mission captured in the words of a familiar hymn: 

 

Brother, sister, let me serve you; 

let me be as Christ to you; 

pray that I may have the grace to 

let you be my servant too. (Richard Gillard) 

 

As Christmas turns to 2022, we renew our Covenant with 

God and make ourselves available to serve God, wherever 

and in whatever way he chooses. I pray that God will fill us 

with his love and Holy Spirit to be as Christ to our 

neighbours.  

 

God be with you and bless you abundantly.   Paul Wilson 
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