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Ruth Kochera of Mountainhome captured this photo of our beautiful library at dusk after a recent snowfall.
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DONAGHYDONAGHY
INSURANCE INSURANCE 

DONAGHY
INSURANCE 

Rt. 390 Mountainhome, Pa 
2 doors down from Callie’s Candy Kitchen

www.donaghyins.com 
mike@donaghyinsurance.com

570-595-7451

Free, No obligation, No Contact,
Insurance quotes from a dozen different
 companies with one call, text, or email.

We won’t sell your info OR continue to 
text or email you if you don’t 

like our quotes. 

We also offer appointments at a safe

social distance if preferred. 

570-595-0500

Cucina Italiana M.
Restaurant & Wine Bar

Rt. 390/ 191, Cresco

www.bassoitaliana.com

BASSOBASSOBASSO
The Pipolo Family

Valentine’s Day Menu
February 12, 13, and 14

“Sweetie”
Cream of crab & tomato soup $8

APPETIZERS
“Baby”

Stuffed baby ar�chokes with lobster & broccoli 
$15

“His & Hers”
Sliced steak & shrimp scampi on cros�ni,

 topped with roasted tomatoes    $16
ENTRÉES
“Crush”

Salmon filet crowned with a walnut 
almond mandarin cognac cream sauce, 

served with blanched
 spinach and  an angel hair pancake  $25

“Flirt”
Stuffed chicken breast with a scallop stuffing 

finished with a rich bu�er caper sauce, choice of 
side  $30
“XOXO”

(for two people)
 9-oz. lobster tail & four jumbo shrimp 

all stuffed with lump crabmeat 
Side of fried broccoli and two riso�o cakes  $75

Ask about our homemade desserts
Our regular menu is also available

 
Tuesday-Saturday

 4:30-Close

Reservations strongly suggested
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Common sense would tell 
you this tree, when it came 
down, was going to land on 
the line, but now that I was 
a “bona-fide tree cutter,” 
I knew that with a little 
thought I could safely make 
it land elsewhere.
The plan was to notch it to 
make it fall in the opposite 
direction of the power line, 
and because of its leaning 
stature, wrap a rope from 
the top to around the base 
of a nearby tree, thereby 
having my sons pull on the 
rope as I made the final cut.  
I climbed up the tree and 
secured the rope as high as I 
could.  When I was ready to 
make the last cut and went 
to find my sons, Kenny was 
the only one home, as Phil 
had ventured off to a friend's 
house.
After I wrapped the rope 
around the base of the 
nearby tree, I told Kenny 
to start pulling when I start 
cutting.  I also told him, 
“under no circumstances let 
go of the rope.”  As I made 
the last cut, I saw the tree 
starting to fall the wrong 
way. I screamed to Kenny to 
pull on the rope, and when I 
looked over at him, he was 
hanging on to the rope with 
all his might.  Good lad!
The problem was, Kenny, 
being 13 years old and all 
of 98 pounds, was now 
being yanked towards the 
standing tree that the rope 
was wrapped around, and 
I realized that he would be 
smashed into the tree if he 
didn’t let go. After yelling 
“Let go!”, which he finally 
did, we both watched in a 
rather slow motion scenario 
as the falling tree headed 
straight for the power line.  I 
knew there was a steel cable 

Moving to 
the 
Poconos 
many years 

ago after spending 17 years 
in a hustling, bustling 
New Jersey metropolitan 
area, I felt like my whole 
life had done a complete 
turn-around.  No more 
would I be stuck in bumper 
to bumper traffic on the 
parkway each morning 
for an hour to go 17 miles 
to work. I was now in the 
beautiful, quiet, slow paced 
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Books that read out loud!
Try Wonderbooks for kids. 

www.barrettlibrary.org
570-595-7171

mountains of the Pocono.  I 
couldn’t even see my neigh-
bors' house from my porch 
(not that I owned much land, 
there just wasn't anybody 
else building, yet).  Being 
we had a fireplace installed 
when we built our new 
house, I inquired as to where 
to buy firewood.
“Buy Firewood?” My new 
friend Joe Bennett ex-
claimed. “Heck, around here 
we cut our own.”  “Hmmm, 
I do have a lot of dead trees 
around my property”, I 
thought, “ I’ll buy a chain-
saw and do it myself.”
Now, many of you country 
boys probably think guys 
like me, who came from 
the “city” are dangerous in 
the woods with a chainsaw. 
And, well, probably you 
have a point.
Cutting wood laying on the 
ground is quite a simple 
task, but when I first tackled 
a dead standing tree, I was 
very nervous as to where 
exactly it would fall.  But 
after it fell to the ground 
without any consequences, 
and the next one.  I was, in 
my own eyes, now capable 
of “keeping the home fires 
burning.”
After cutting many stand-
ing trees and even making 
them fall where I wanted 
the to, I felt confident that I 
could easily fell any tree and 
it was under my command 
as to where its final resting 
place would be.
WIth this in mind, I started 
taking a much closer look at 
a big old dead tree that had 
been hanging over the power 
line coming into our house.  
The tree grew crooked, and 
the power company ran 
the line right underneath it.  
Eventually it was going to 
fall.

attached on the line with 
other lines, so I thought that 
the tree would just rest on 
the cable instead of knock-
ing it down...I wasn’t ready 
for what happened next.
The weight of the tree, com-
bined with the strength of 
the cable, caused the electric 
box connected to the house 
to pull right off the wall, 
and then the whole shootin’ 
shebang, seemingly defying 
the laws of gravity, went up-
ward right through the roof.
Well...I gotta tell you, I have 
never seen such fireworks 
in my life. My three year 
old son, Tom, was jumping 
up and down with glee at 
the site of sparks shooting 
every which way. I thought 
our house was going to burn 
down, but, after running in 
the house and shutting off 
the main breaker, I came to 
realize there was no imme-
diate fire damage.
A little while later, after 
making all the necessary 
phone calls, Ed Bevans, the 
local electrician showed up 
at our property (and I still 
swear to this day, he was 
hiding a smirk on his face) 

and he informed me that 
all I had to do was call the 
electric company and they 
would have come and taken 
down that tree for free….. 
Huh, go figure!
This reminds me of a joke 
I heard….A city slicker 
moves to the country, goes 
into a hardware store and 
says he wants the best 
chainsaw he can buy.  He 
wants it to cut at least 5 trees 
an hour.  The salesman sells 
him the best chainsaw in 
stock.
The fellow returns the next 
day and says the saw doesn’t 
work as expected.  He only 
cut one tree and it took him 
all day to do it, the salesman 
takes the saw from him and 
fires it up. The fellow jumps 
back and says, “what’s that 
noise?”

  Rt.447, Canadensis    Phone 595-7222

   Stonewall
 Garden Center & 
Country Gift Shop 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM

 

 to our loyal customers for supporting 
our business during a very 

challenging season. 
      Have a safe and Happy New Year! 

We look forward to seeing you 
next spring!

A special

Thank you

http://www.barrettlibrary.org/
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The Friendly Community 
Center hopes that everyone 
stays in good health and looks 
forward to continuing great 
programs to help everyone 
Stay Healthy, Keep fit & Have 
Fun! 
Wishing everyone a Happy & 
Healthy New Year!
IT IS TIME! to JOIN OR 
RENEW WITH THE FCC 
FOR 2021  
TO STAY HEALTHY, KEEP 
FIT & HAVE FUN!  
MEMBERSHIP 
INFORMATION 
Membership Levels & Fees- 
Membership period January 
-December 
Choose the Membership level 
that is the right fit for you!
Member Basic – $25 Annually 
Member Plus – $40 Annually 
Members Unlimited – $180 
Annually  
Member Unlimited Quarterly 
$50 per quarter  
Join now to start participating 
in our current online 
programs! 
Quarters – Jan-Mar, April-
June, July-Sept, Oct-Dec.
CURRENT CLASSES 
BEING OFFERED ONLINE
BARRE FIT ONLINE
Tone, sculpt and 
strengthen your entire body 
with isometric movements 
and light weights during a low 
impact workout. Modifications 
can be made to accommodate 
your individual fitness needs. 
Barre is performed barefoot 
or with grip socks and a yoga 
mat. 
Time: Thursdays from 4:30 
-5:30 PM 
Instructor: Ashley Meinking, 
IBBFA Certified 
Membership: Unlimited or 
Unlimited Quarterly
BARRETT BIRDING 
CLUB ONLINE 
If you enjoy birds, join Darryl 
& Jackie Speicher of Pocono 
Avian Research Center for 
monthly meetings of the 
BBC at The FCC. Meetings 
will include informational 
programs, discussion of 
birds, and seasonal birding 
opportunities including walks 
and other birding activities 
throughout the year. Meetings 
will be online, and link sent 
out via email, if interested 
send an email to: info@
thefriendlycommunitycenter.
org
Time: 2nd Tuesday of 
the month 7 PM-Outdoor 
locations announced via email 
Facilitators: Darryl & Jackie 
Speicher and Tim Grover 

Membership: Basic
CHAIR YOGA ONLINE 
Enjoy all the benefits of 
yoga with the support of a 
chair. Learn common chair 
yoga poses and breathing 
techniques while increasing 
strength and flexibility. 
Time: Mondays 2-3 PM and 
Wednesdays 1:30-2:30 PM 
Instructor: Kimberly Matthew
Membership: Member Plus
FRENCH FOR FUN 
ONLINE
Parlez-vous francais? 
Traveling soon or just want to 
learn French? This is the class 
for you. Designed for levels 
from beginner to advanced.
Time: Wednesdays from 
10:30- 12 Noon 
Instructor: Yvonne LeBlanc 
Membership: Members Plus, 
$35
SEATED TO THE BEAT 
ONLINE 
An aerobic form of exercise 
based on different forms of 
dance in a seated position. 
This seated exercise is ideal 
for people with balance, hip 
and knee issues, but all levels 
are welcome to attend. 
Time: Tuesdays from 2 - 3 PM 
Instructor: Natalie Schultz-
Kahwaty, PhD
Membership: Member Plus
CREATE & CHAT 
ONLINE
Do you enjoy art or have 
projects that need to be 
completed? Join in and create 
with us using the medium 
of your choice. A weekly 
inspiration photo is provided, 
or you can work on an 
existing project while chatting 
in an online setting. 
Time: Thursdays at 10:30 AM 
Membership: Basic
LINE DANCING ONLINE
Dance to new and classic 
music while having fun and 
getting fit! 
Time: Thursdays at 12:15 
-1:45 PM 
Instructors: Carlisle Nostrame 
& Barbara Camlet 
Membership: Member Plus
MEN GET FIT ONLINE 
Men, this class is just for you! 
Workout to timed interval 
training. This program for 
men of all fitness levels 
incorporates balance, 
flexibility, and strength to 
interval timing. 
Time: Mondays at 12:30 and 
Thursdays at 3:00 PM
Instructor: Bob Larsen 
NASM, C-PT, CES, PES, 
ENFA BTS
Membership: Unlimited or 
Unlimited Quarterly
YOGA ONLINE 
Learn common poses and 
breathing techniques in a 
relaxing atmosphere while 
increasing strength and 
flexibility. Yoga mat is 
suggested. 
Time: Tuesdays from 10 – 11 
AM and Fridays from 10 – 11 
AM

Instructor: Colleen LaScala, 
CPT RYT
Membership: Unlimited or 
Unlimited Quarterly
DANCE TO THE BEAT 
ONLINE
An aerobic form of exercise 
based on different forms 
of dance. Have fun while 
working out to various genres 
of music and dance. Exercise 
can be modified to suit your 
fitness level.  
Time: Tuesdays from 3:15 
-4:15 PM 
Instructor: Natalie Schultz-
Kahwaty, PhD
Membership: Unlimited or 
Unlimited Quarterly
MORE ONLINE 
PROGRAMS COMING IN 
2021
Armchair Travel
Great Decisions
Bingo
Friendly Foodie
Get Crafty And More!
RADA CUTLERY – 
ONLINE FUNDRAISER
Are your kitchen supplies 
showing a little wear and 
tear from cooking at home 
so much over the last several 
months?  Treat yourself to 
some new cutlery, pans, 
marinades, soups and dips! 
Rada Cutlery products are 
made in the USA, and they 
offer so much more than 
just quality knives. Visit The 
FCC’s website or Facebook 
page to view the catalog and 
support a valuable place in our 
community! 
www.
thefriendlycommunitycenter.
org/rada-cutlery-fundraiser/
      Currently The FCC 
building is closed, but we have 
added more online classes 
and are also offering classes 
at outdoor venues. The FCC 
offers something for everyone 
at all member levels. For 
more information on how to 
participate in programs at The 
FCC, call Nicole Abrams at 
570-481-4330 or email info@
thefriendlycommunitycenter.
org. For a full listing 
of programs, visit The 
FCC’s website www.
thefriendlycommunitycenter.
org. 
    Join our mailing list to get 
a weekly email sent directly 
to your inbox chock full of 
information about The FCC’s 
programs and helpful links to 
our many community partners.
   Visit our website at www.
thefriendlycommunitycenter.
org/membership/  or 
send an email to info@
thefriendlycommunitycenter.
org to receive a membership 
packet via email or call and 
leave a message at 570-481-
4330 and someone will return 
your call

thefrogtownchophouse.comthefrogtownchophouse.com

The Frogtown Chophouse

p. 570.895.4460

e. info@thefrogtownchophouse.com

472 Upper Swiftwater Rd., Swiftwater, PA

Tues. thru Sun. 5pm - 9pm

Frogtown 
Chophouse

FROGTOWN CHOPHOUSE

come visit usat the

CHOP LIVE! 
Every Thursday @1pm 

on Facebook Live

indoor Dining!
now open for

( reservations are recommended )
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Did you know 
some LED 
replacement bulbs 
are illegal?

(BPT) - Safety should be paramount 
on roads - not only for drivers, but 
for cyclists and pedestrians. One 
of the easiest ways to make sure 
everyone stays safe on the road is to 
have well-functioning headlights.
     Headlights define what drivers 
can see, and anything that limits 
their vision increases the risk of 
accidents for everyone on the road. 
However, one of the most common 
issues with headlights today is when 
they project uncontrolled light, also 
known as glare. If you’ve ever driven 
a car, you’ve likely been subject to 
this glare from oncoming traffic at 
one point or another - it’s blinding, 
it’s a safety hazard and it’s often 
because of illegal LED low-beam 
replacement bulbs.
     How bad is this glare, really? 
Think of moments when you’ve 
driven past cars that kept their high 
beam lights on, even though you 
were in their field of vision. Those 
high beams flooded the road with 
uncontrolled illumination and made 
it near impossible to keep your 
eyes focused ahead of you. Using 
incorrectly designed and low-cost 
LED low-beam replacement bulbs 
as headlights in your car can create 

similar scenarios.
     Some of the U.S.’s 40,000 
annual traffic fatalities could 
potentially be averted by 
cracking down on the sale of 
these dangerous LED low-beam 
replacement bulbs, but LED 

replacement bulbs are being 
sold by third-party, online 
retailers for both low-beam 
and high-beam applications 
in the U.S., even though 
they are illegal.
     An estimated 60,000 
LED low-beam replacement 
bulbs are sold online weekly, 
and nearly two million 
consumers have installed 
these illegal bulbs in their 
cars within the past year. 
That’s two million chances 
to be on the wrong side 
of a bad glare. To make 
matters more complicated, 
consumers often purchase 
these bulbs online under 
the impression that they 
are legal and in compliance 
with the Department of 
Transportation’s (DOT) 

The Village Scene

•Residential & Commercial Services
•Grinder Pumps
•Grease Traps
•Septic Services, Maintenance,
      Repair  & Cleaning
•Portable Restroom Services

Family Owned and Operated - www.gottagopotties.com

570-894-8690
Kevin McWilliams, Owner

email: gottagoteam@outlook.com

24 Hour Services for 
Monroe & Carbon Counties

INC

Obituaries

January Birthdays
Kristin Jenkins
Kendra Riccio

Alexander Riccio
Annie Fullington

Carolyn Fullington
Sarah Jane Hardy

Sam Goll
Patrick Yerkes
Wade Sweeney

Debbie Sweeney
Robert Sweeney

Brandon Sweeney
Dylan Yerkes
Pam Sheloski

Bryan Zymdahl
Greg Zymdahl
Patti Zymdahl
Lalena Stirr
Logan Stirr

Nancy Grotevant
Karl Forssell

Heidi Zymdahl
Jeffrey Aleckna
Linda Sommers

Carson Ayers
Jerry Lewis

Emmit Galucci
Chloe Fulton

Lenny Castellano
Barbara Castellano

Kaitlyn Reed

January Anniversaries
Sylvia & Robert Gregor

Lee Shoesmith, 92, of 
Mountainhome, passed away on 
Wednesday December 16, 2020; 

Leslie (Lee) E. Ziegler, 55, of 
Cresco, passed away December 

13, 2020; Susan P. McGovern 72 
of Bartonsville, Pa. passed away 

on Thursday Dec. 24, 2020; Arlene 
A. Sheppard, 89, of Mount Pocono 

passed away Wednesday, December 
23rd;  Doris L. Manchester, 95, 
of Mount Pocono, died Saturday, 
December 26, 2020; Anthony 
“Tony” Charles Colello, 86, of 

Swiftwater, passed away peacefully 
Friday afternoon, December 18, 
2020; Susan P. McGovern 72 of 
Bartonsville, Pa. passed away on 

Thursday Dec. 24, 2020.

regulations.
     When drivers go to install these 
replacement bulbs, they’re typically 
putting them in vehicles with either 
reflector-based or projector-based 
headlight assemblies. These are 
designed for traditional lights, 
like HID or halogen bulbs, which 
emit very different light patterns 
compared to an LED bulb. The 
difference in beam pattern isn’t 
accounted for in the designs of 
illegal LEDs, which can be crafted 
to sub-par standards. Because of 
this, there tends to be a mismatch 
between the LED replacement bulb 
and the vehicle’s reflector - this is 
what creates that dangerous glare.
     For now, there is no 
regulation in the U.S. that allows 
manufacturers to design LED low-
beam replacement bulbs that pair 
correctly with vehicles’ reflectors. 
When the regulations change and 
provide legal guidance on the 
design and performance of these 
bulbs, you will be able to purchase 
them confidently from industry 
leaders that offer safe and reliable 
products.
     Until then, your best option is 
to use the technology that your 
reflectors were originally designed 
for, such as HID or halogen. The 
DOT has made it easy to identify 
safe, legal bulbs 
- just look for 
the mark on 
the bulb that 
indicates they are 
DOT-approved. 
You can do your 
part to keep our 
roads safe by 
purchasing safe 
and compliant 
replacement 
bulbs from 
an authorized 
dealer, and by 
proactively 
replacing your 
bulbs in pairs to 
avoid burn-outs.
     To learn more 
about headlight-
replacing best 
practices, visit 
https://www.
sylvania-
automotive.
com/customer-
education/faq/
index.jsp.

Neighborhood Bar & GrilleNeighborhood Bar & GrilleNeighborhood Bar & Grille Rt. 390 MountainhomeRt. 390 MountainhomeRt. 390 Mountainhome

 570-595-3900 570-595-3900
pourhousepa.compourhousepa.com
 570-595-3900

pourhousepa.com

#alwaysagoodtime  #supportlocalmusic#alwaysagoodtime  #supportlocalmusic#alwaysagoodtime  #supportlocalmusic

Open 7days a week 12pm-12amOpen 7days a week 12pm-12amOpen 7days a week 12pm-12am

Welcome Back!!!Welcome Back!!!
Your local spot Your local spot 

forfor

Great Food!Great Food!
Great Music!Great Music!

Great Friends!Great Friends!

Daily Dinner Specials Monday-ThursdayDaily Dinner Specials Monday-Thursday
Live Music EVERY Friday and Saturday @6Live Music EVERY Friday and Saturday @6

Welcome Back!!!
Your local spot 

for

Great Food!
Great Music!

Great Friends!

Daily Dinner Specials Monday-Thursday
Live Music EVERY Friday and Saturday @6

COOK’S
CORNER

3150 Rt. 715 Henryville, PA 18332570.620.1880

FAMILY RESTAURANT

The

cookscornerrestaurant.com
Wed-Fri 11:00am-8:00pm 

Saturday and 
Sunday 7:00am-8:00pm

Open for dine in and take out
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POCONO MOUNTAINS MUSIC FESTIVAL TO PRODUCE 
THE POCONO MOUNTAINS HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL (A 
VIRTUAL EXTRAVAGANZA!) 
Mountainhome, PA - Artistic Director, Scott Coulter, has announced that the Pocono 
Mountains Music Festival will produce a new musical experience featuring student talent 
from local Pocono area high schools–The Pocono Mountains High School Musical, A 
Virtual Extravaganza!. The event will be shared virtually in late April/early May. 
For the past 11 years, the Festival’s successful Performing Arts Camp has recognized 
the importance of student involvement in the performing arts. Knowing that most of our 
local Pocono high schools had to cancel their 2020 spring musicals and may have to do 
the same in 2021, Scott is stepping up to fill the void by working with the young artists 
of the Poconos with this project. 
Students in all high school grades (and 2020 graduates) who are interested or 
participate in drama, chorus, band, show choir, and orchestra are invited to submit 
to the Festival a video showcasing their vocal, acting, dance or instrumental talents. 
From the submissions, Scott and the artistic team will choose a cast of performers 
including featured soloists, a large chorus, and instrumentalists to perform the musical 
accompaniment. Scott and the cast will choose the theme of the musical revue. The 
extravaganza will be recorded in a theater with a pianist and bass player. The production 
will be shared virtually in late April/early May 2021. 
The Pocono Mountains Music Festival will comply with all CDC, state and local 
guidelines in place at the time of this event and to ensure the safety of all involved in this 
production performers will be coached and filmed individually. Our post-production team 
will edit together the performances to produce a cohesive and entertaining concert that 
highlights the talents of the young artists. 
The Pocono Mountains High School Musical is a perfect opportunity for local students 
to showcase their talents and build community across the Pocono school districts. We 
are also hopeful that this will help the Festival’s outreach as we continue to promote our 
Performing Arts Camp to students in the Pocono area. 
It is our pleasure to bring this production to the Poconos to ensure there is Music in the 
Mountains this spring and look forward to strong participation from the community. For 
more information and for students to sign up for the competition, go to www.poconofest.
org. 

Pocono Mountains High School Musical 
(A Virtual Extravaganza!) Frequently Asked Questions  
•What is the Pocono Mountains High School Musical? 
  o This project is a virtual performance opportunity for Pocono area high school                      
students that will incorporate song, dance, and instrumentals.  
•Is it a competition?  
  o No, but in order to participate you must audition by submitting a video 
showcasing your talent no later than February 1, 2021. 
• How does a student sign up? 
  o Students who are interested in participating should go to: 
www.poconofest.org to complete their application and submit their 
video. 
  o The deadline for submissions is February 1, 2021. 
  o Further details, including song selection and/or length, can be found on 
the website as well.  
•How many students will be selected? 
  o While we expect to have 20 – 24 featured young artists, that number may  
increase or decrease.  
•How much time should students expect to dedicate to this performance? 
  o Scott expects to announce the performers by the end of February 2021. In 
early March the performers will be invited to an individual in-person workshop. 
Performers will then have the opportunity to virtually work with Scott and/or a member 
of the artistic team to perfect their performance over the subsequent weeks. Once the 
performances are set, each performer will be individually filmed at a local theater. 
•With COVID restrictions, how will you insure the safety of all participants? 
  o The Pocono Mountains Music Festival will comply with all CDC, state and 
local guidelines in place at the time of this event. The safety of all involved with 
this project is a key consideration as to how Scott has designed this experience. 
  o Performers will be coached and filmed individually. There is no plan for the entire 
cast to be together in person. 
  o Our post-production team will edit together the performances to produce a cohesive 
and entertaining concert that highlights the students’ skills. 

  
In a world fufff ll of social media anaaa d fafffff ke news, Get The Facts!

Find out whww ataa is really going onooo in yoyyy ur communuuu ity - Come

to thtt e Supereee visors Meetings oroo Workshops:

Meetings:

• 2nd Wednesday of the monthtt ataa 5:30 pm anaa d 4thtt

Wednesday at 8amaaa .

Workshop:

• Workshop – 3rd Wednddddd esday of the monooo thtt ataa 8amaaa .

UnUUU able to make a meeting orooo workshop? All meeting minutes
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www.ww Barretttttttt ToToTTT wnshipipi .com

hhh r vvv n
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Deli (570) 595-FOOD

"Your friendly local market"
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Pack 89 Holiday Drive 
through was hosted by the 
Pack 89 Committee 
on Sunday December 20 at 
the Mountainhome United 
Methodist Church parking 
lot.

Each Cub Scout and his family drove 
through the parking lot to receive 
a goodie bag and then met Santa to 
receive a gift.

by Sue

595-2141595-2141

 
 
 
 

Full Service 
SalonSalon

 

by
Styles Styles 

Offering services to men, women 
and children of all ages

Come in today and experience 
the latest trends in cuts, 

color and highlighting

 

Sue’s Hours: Tuesday - Saturday 8 am - Closing
Heather’s Hours: Monday’s  11- 7

 walk-ins are welcome, but Appointments are recommended

frisbieelectrical@gmail.com
www.frisbieelectrical.com

Generators • Energy Conservation

Duane Frisbie Owner 

 Cresco, PA     
570-895-1420

 Residential • Commercial • Industrial
New, Renovations & Service Calls

Bucket truck service 35’ max

    Rt. 390, Mountainhome - 595-2141
 

Heather Schratt  
Stylist

 
 

HeHe

at Styles by Sue
(appointments recommended)

  Monday hours: 11:00 - 7:00  
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by Judy LinderLife, Or Something Like It

5160 Rt. 447 Canadensis, PA 18325

Ralph Megliola - Proprietor

570-595-7300 • 570-595-6379

Available by Appointment

Class 1 and 3 weapons
Buying ALL types of 

used weapons & 
military Items

A full line gun dealer

0.0
0.2
0.4
0.6
0.8
1.0

570-595-2222mcresco@aol.com

Financing Available Sales hrs. Mon - Fri 8:00 to 5:30   Sat 8:00 to 1:00

 Service by appointment  Mon-Fri 8 to 5:30.

Pa. State Inspection • Tires • Brakes • Exhaust

Sales and Service

Route 191, Cresco

Mick Motors

2015 Chrysler 200 S
Fully loaded 43695 

Miles 

$14,990

Stop by and see Annie for a deal that’s the cat’s meow!

Tell me, what is it you plan to do
with your one wild and precious life?

Mary Oliver

 When our girls were little, we measured things in “Barney time.”  Barney was the “leading 
man” on a television program they watched, a big, goofy, purple dinosaur, and for a few years, both Sam 
and Nicky were smitten with the guy.  Each episode ran for about 30 minutes, so when we were traveling 
somewhere and the “Are we almost there?” moaning began from the back seat, we would tell them we 
had “one Barney show” or “two Barney shows” to get to our destination.  It was a way to help them them 
to “get” the time involved even if their concept of a half hour or an hour was still fuzzy.

 I was thinking about this recently during this COVID crisis because I’ve been having trouble 
“getting” just how many people have died.  In the very beginning, I could imagine what it meant to lose 
a dozen people, of course, because I’ve seen a dozen people.  Same for a hundred people.  But when the 
count got to 100,000 I couldn’t get my mind around it.  What does a group of 100,000 people look like?

 Then I remembered football games - Penn State football games to be exact.  

 On home game days, the stadium at Penn State is always filled with at least 100,000 people.  
And I know exactly what that looks like because when I go to those games, I find them boring (sad but 
true) and spend most of my time just “people watching.”  In my mind, I started picturing the marching 
band – gone.  The coaches and players – gone.  The vendors selling the hotdogs and sodas – gone.  The 
student section and visiting fan section – gone.  Every seat empty.  Every sound silenced.  I could now 
picture what losing 100,000 people to COVID “looked” like.  I got it…and it made me sick.

 Then the numbers reported on the news ticked up and I had to imagine another stadium-full of 
people – gone.  Then, another stadium-full – also gone.  And as I write this, we are filling up the fourth 
stadium with more folks – gone, gone, gone.  I get it.  But I sure wish I didn’t.

 There is a sadness hanging over this world right now, for everyone who has lost a loved one, 
yes, but also for the rest of us.  This much pain can’t be corralled into some corner for only those directly 
affected.  It has seeped out and touches everyone.  It feels like it’s too much to bear.  Things feel hopeless.

 But in the midst of all this I wonder…

 What if this is the kick-in-the-butt we all need to start living better?  I don’t mean “better” in 
terms of some high moral ground or religious theory.  I mean “better” as in each of us actually living the 
way that feels right and most authentic.  

 Have you always loved cooking or woodworking or reading or racing cars, but told yourself 
to stop being immature?  Stop wasting time?  Have you wanted to sing in a band or learn to drive a stick 
shift?  Would your perfect day be sitting on the porch watching the birds at the feeder?  Do you want to 
climb a tree and sit high up in the branches just to see what the world looks like from up there?  Would 
you like to be a red-head or spike your hair?  Or go completely gray and stop shaving your legs?  Or try a 
habanero to see if they are really as hot as you’ve heard?   

 We all have things we have to do to put food on the table and take care of our loved ones, I 
know that.  But beyond that, if there’s something calling to you, it’s not a waste of time.  It’s actually 
where you should be spending your time whenever possible.  

 I bet that if you could talk for just 60 seconds with any of those good people who have died 
from COVID, they would not mention responsibility or work or duty or obligations.  I think they would 
tell you to go live the life you want to live right now, because time is short.  And no one has a guarantee 
that they will get tomorrow. 

 The next football stadium is filling up fast and any one of us might be part of that unfortunate 
group.  With that in mind, can anything be more important than you living today in the best possible way?  
No one cares if your refrigerator is clean or your oil filters need to be changed or if you get that big raise 
at work.  It’s way past time to live a good life, your way, on your terms.   

 So…go.  Do it.  Please.  What’s the alternative?  Living small?  I don’t think so.  Not now.  Not 
while time is so precious.  Even a big, goofy, purple dinosaur could tell you that.
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BATZEL DECORATING
Painting & Paperhanging

C�ey Batzel   570.595.2384

Interior / Exterior
Fine Craftsmenship for over 45 years

Water Damage Repair
         Deck Restoration / Staining
            Aluminum siding re�nishing

Powerwashing/Gutter Cleaning 

Get the green algae o� and have your house shine.  Quality work for  a budget price.

NEW CLIENTS :  Visit Benjies Salon for her organic color services.  
                              Free cut with any purchase of color services.

Mountain Appliance Repair
Servicing ALL major brands

570-350-9411

Experience the joy of sharing your time or 
material abundance with others. �e 
Salvation Army can provide you with the 
opportunity to volunteer your time or 
make a �nancial contribution that will 
support those in need.

Citadel Corps
226 Washington St. 

East Stroudsburg

421-3050

Ad paid for by anonymous donor

by Charlie

Barrett Township Volunteer Fire Co. 

Firecall

Volunteers needed. If interested come to Firehouse Tuesday at 7 o’clock.

Dec.2020 alarms

12/7 - 9:00am - 10 men - 1 truck - carbon monoxide alarm - Spruce Cabin Rd.
12/9 - 11:25am - 9 men - 1 truck - vehicle accident - Pheasant Way
12/9 - 7:02pm - 11 men - 1 truck - vehicle accident with injuries - Lake Rd.
12/10 - 11:56am - 7men - 1 truck - vehicle accident with entrapment and Med E Vac 
landing - Rt. 390.
12/10 - 4:31pm - 14 men - 1 truck - vehicle accident with injuries - Rt. 390.
12/10 - 5:37pm - 10 men - 1 truck - vehicle accident with injuries - Dutch Hill Rd.
12/15 - 2:12pm - 5 men - no trucks - auto alarm - Ledge Dr. - cancelled
12/21 - 7:47pm - 5 men - no trucks - auto alarm - Fawn Circle - cancelled
12/24 - 10:23pm - 3 men - no trucks - basement flooding - Chipmunk Ct.
12/25 - 2:43am - 5 men - no trucks - auto alarm - Roughneck Way - no fire.
12/26 - 9:24am - 7 men - no trucks - dog stuck in pipe rescue - Pheasant Lane.
12/31 - 3:31pm - 10 men - 1 truck - auto alarm - Weiler Corp. - no fire.
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The Barrett Lions Club 
Scholarship  Annual Din-
ner held at Cook’s Touch 
Restaurant in Mountain-
home was a great success 
as usual. Chef Dave Cook 
went beyond himself 
with his cuisine creations. 
If you missed this, you 
missed a great time. Put 
it on next year’s calender, 
and get your tickets early.  Kevin Hardy Wendy Price and Rick Newman

Sharon Hinkle, Linda Edwards and John Hinkle

Harry Niering Brick Linder and Kathy Scrudato

Jane Niering

Susan and Joe Diorio

Jim and Carol Hillestad Judy Linder and Rudy Haab

Rick Scrudato and Cindy Haab

Bill (B.I) and Bob (B.O.) BeseckerHoward and Laurie Funk

Alexandra Mephan

Digging into our archives, we found this centerfold from April 2005
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Gnus of  the Day

John Cafarella
Gnus Almanac 
books available 

on Kindle

The January full moon is the Wolf 
Moon. 
1.    New Year’s Day - The world’s 
most widely celebrated holiday.  
The celebration of the new year 
is the oldest of all holidays. It 
was first observed in ancient 
Babylon about 4000 years ago, 
during the premiere of Dick 
Clark’s New Year’s Rockin Eve. 
So who celebrates first? Since 
the Earth is divided into twenty 
four time zones, the new year 
moves progressively around the 
globe which is why we always 
found it amusing to see people 
in Hollywood celebrating New 
Year’s on “live” television shows 
when the ball descended in New 
York City.  The first time zone to 
usher in the New Year is just west 
of the International Date Line. 
The central Pacific Ocean island 
nation of Kiribati claims that its 
easternmost landmass, uninhabited 
Caroline Island, is the first to bring 
in the New Year. 
2.   1890-Thursday-  President 
Benjamin Harrison (the one 
sandwiched between Grover 
Cleveland’s two  terms) appointed 
Alice Sanger as the first female 
White House staffer. Sanger was 
hired as a stenographer. Previously, 
the only women employed in the 
White House were maids.  
3.   1961 –Tuesday-  Three 
technicians died at a U.S. plant 
in Idaho Falls in an accident 
at an experimental nuclear 
reactor. Official statement was 
radioactivity was  “largely 
confined”  to the reactor building. 
This  set the pattern for initial 
description of all future nuclear 
accidents  “slight leak”, “quickly 
contained”, “itty bitty….we hardly 
knew it was there”, “leak? What 
leak?”, “a mere puff”, and “teeny 
tiny crack, just ignore the carp 
with 9 eyes”. 
4.   1785 –Tuesday-  Happy 
Birthday Jakob Grim. With 
brother, Wilhelm, he wrote such 
popular fairy tales as  Hansel 
and Gretel, Little Red Riding 
Hood, Snow White, Rapunzel, 
Rumpelstiltskin and Abbott and 
Costello Meet the Kardashians. 
They are most famous for Kinder- 
und Hausmärchen  which we know 
as  Grimm’s Fairy Tales.
5.   1943-Tuesday-  George 
Washington Carver Day honors the 
African-American scientist on the 
anniversary of his death in 1943.  
He is best known for developing 

crop-rotation methods 
for conserving nutrients 
in soil and discovering 
hundreds of new uses for 
crops such as the peanut.  

No, Carver didn’t patent peanut 
butter – it had probably been 
developed by the Inca in 950 BC.
6.   1540-Saturday-  My Lord, if 
it were not to satisfy the world, 
and My Realm, I would not do 
that I must do this day for none 
earthly thing……Henry VIII on 
his wedding day as he married 
wife number four, Anne of Cleves. 
Anne, who was conspicuously 
ugly and only bathed rarely, was 
selected after a continent-wide 
search.
7.   1608-Monday- Timing 
is everything….shortly after 
the arrival of supply ships,  
Jamestown, the first colony, 
just eight months old, had a 
fire destroy many buildings 
within the fort, among them the 
colony’s first church. Most of the 
colony’s provisions were also 
destroyed. Powhatan, the father 
of Pocahontas, provided food 
for the colony sending allowing 
Pocahontas to go along almost on a 
weekly basis. 
8.   1935 –Tuesday-  Happy 
Birthday, Elvis Presley, cultural 
icon and originally a pretty good  
Rock n Roll singer …….at least 
the pre army Elvis.  The post army 
Elvis was spotty.  For every “Stuck 
on You” or “Devil in Disguise”, he 
came out with” There’s No Room 
to Rhumba in a Sports Car  or “Do 
The Clam”.  During his amazing 
career, Presley helped popularize 
rock and roll music in America. 
9.   1894-Tuesday-  Remember 
–all copyrights are awarded on 
a Tuesday….William Kennedy 
Laurie Dickson copyrighted the 
first motion picture. The movie, 
filmed in February 1893 at the 
Edison studio in West Orange, 
New Jersey, featured 47 images of 
a man sneezing.   Who nose what 
came next?  
10.   1935-Wednesday-   Amelia 
Earhart would become the first 
woman to fly solo across the 
Pacific Ocean as she began her 
flight from Honolulu to Oakland. 
The luggage was lost but she did 
enjoy the in-flight movie featuring 
Adam Sandler and the mating 
ritual of the Sumatran Slug.  
11.   1919-Saturday-  Romania 
annexed Transylvania.  
Transylvanians did not discover 
the annexation until after dark 
when they arose from their coffins.  
They took to the streets to protest 
but of course all the Romanians 
were asleep.  They knocked on 

Romanian doors and windows but 
they could not get in unless invited 
in. The whole thing was a bloody 
mess. 
12.   1737 –Saturday-   Happy 
Birthday, John Hancock, he of the 
huge signature on the Declaration 
of Independence. “I’ll sign it in 
letters bold enough so the King 
of England can see it without his 
spectacles on!”
13.   1978- Friday- NASA selected 
its first female astronauts. The 
six women chosen were  Rhea 
Seddon, (three flights – Discovery 
and two on Columbia)  Kathryn 
Sullivan, (three shuttle missions 
logged over 532 hours in space), 
Judith Resnik, (died on January 
28, 1986 on her second mission, 
during the launch of Challenger 
STS-51-L.), Sally Ride (who 
would fly two shuttle missions 
and become the first American 
woman in space), Anna Fisher 
(one shuttle mission – the second 
was cancelled after the Challenger 
disaster),  and Shannon Lucid (four 
shuttle missions.) 
14.   1794-Tuesday- Elizabeth Hog 
Bennett became the first woman in 
the U.S. to successfully give birth 
to a child by a Cesarean section. 
Her husband, Dr. Jessee Bennett 
of Edom, Va., performed the 
operation without anesthesia. 
15.   1861 –Tuesday- The safety 
elevator was patented as a 
“Hoisting Apparatus” by American 
inventor, Elisha G. Otis, of 
Yonkers, New York. His invention 
was designed to stop the fall of an 
elevator  in case of the lifting rope 
breaking. The process, however, 
did have its ups and downs. No, 
Otis did not invent the elevator, he 
invented the brake used in modern 
elevators. 
16.   2003- Thursday- The space 
shuttle Columbia was launched.  
The shuttle broke apart during its 
return descent on Feb. 1, killing 
Commander: Rick D. Husband, 
Pilot: William C. McCool, Payload 
Commander: Michael P. Anderson, 
Payload Specialist: Ilan Ramon, 
a colonel in the Israeli Air Force, 
Specialist: Kalpana Chawla, an 
Indian-born aerospace engineer on 
her second space mission., Mission 
Specialist: David M. Brown, and 
Mission Specialist: Laurel Clark
17.   1706- Sunday-Happy 
Birthday, Benjamin Franklin, 
American inventor, scientist and 
statesman, and first husband of 
Aretha Franklin.  He invented 
the Franklin Stove, still being 
manufactured; the lightning rod 
and bifocal eyeglasses. He also 
helped establish institutions 
people now take for granted: a 
fire company in 1736, a library in 
1731, an academy in  1751, and an  
insurance company in 1752. 
18.   1779-Monday- Happy 
Birthday, Peter Roget, English 
physician (synonyms - MD*, 

bones*, doc*, doctor, general 
practitioner, healer, medic, medical 
practitioner, medico, pill pusher, 
quack*, sawbones*, specialist, 
surgeon) born in London. Roget 
spent  his life on the project 
that has made his name, his 
thesaurus (synonyms - glossary, 
language reference book, lexicon, 
onomasticon, reference book, 
sourcebook, storehouse of words, 
terminology, treasury of words, 
vocabulary, word list), Roget’s 
Thesaurus of English Words and 
Phrases.  
19.   1825-Wednesday-  The first 
patent for food storage in cans - to 
“preserve animal substances in 
tin” - was issued to Ezra Daggett 
and his nephew Thomas Kensett 
of New York City.  They stored 
salmon, oysters, lobsters and 
rehabbing celebutards in their 
cans.  January 19 is now celebrated 
as Tin Can Day. 
20.   1998- American researchers 
announced they had cloned calves 
that could  produce medicinal 
milk. They were first to clone cows 
from fetal cells in which human 
genes were spliced into cattle 
DNA. It was a fetal attraction. 
21.   1799- Monday- - Edward 
Jenner’s smallpox vaccination was 
introduced.  In 1796, Jenner took 
the fluid from a cowpox pustule on 
a dairymaid’s hand and inoculated 
an 8-year-old boy. Six weeks later, 
he exposed the boy to smallpox, 
and the boy did not develop any 
symptoms. Jenner coined the term 
“vaccine” from the word “vaca” 
which means “cow” in Latin.
22.   1997-Wednesday- American 
Lottie Williams was reportedly 
the first human to be struck by a 
remnant of a space vehicle after 
re-entering the earth’s atmosphere. 
At 3 a.m., while walking in a park 
in Tulsa, Oklahoma, she saw a 
light pass over her head. “It looked 
like a meteor,” she said. Minutes 
later, she was plunked on the 
shoulder by a six-inch piece of 
blackened metallic material, and 
thus, teaching us all a lesson about 
walking in a park in Tulsa at 3 a.m. 
23.   2003 –Friday The final 
communication between Earth 
and Pioneer 10.  Pioneer 10 was 
launched on  March 2,  1972. At 
last contact, Pioneer 10 was 7.6 
billion miles from Earth, or 82 
times the distance between the Sun 
and the Earth. At that distance, 
it takes more than 11 hours and 
20 minutes for the radio signal, 
traveling at the speed of light, to 
reach the Earth. The last message 
indicated it had encountered a 
strange life form that appeared to 
resemble Vladimir Putin. 
24.   1972-Monday-  “Is it safe 
to come out yet?” After 28 years 
of hiding in the jungles of Guam, 
farmers found Shoichi Yokoi, 
a Japanese sergeant who was 
unaware that World War II had 

ended.
25.   1759 –Thursday- “Oh wad 
some power the giftie gie us / 
To see oursels as others see us 
“…….Happy Birthday, Robert 
Burns, Scottish poet. He wrote 
“Auld Lang Syne “- which we all 
happily sing but no one knows 
what the words mean.  
26.   2004 –Monday- Beware 
of exploding whales. The 
decomposing remains of a 60-ton 
sperm whale exploded on a busy 
street in Tainan, Taiwan showering 
nearby cars and shops with blood 
and liver, kidneys, intestines, 
lungs, pancreas, spermaciti and 
stomach, stopping traffic for 
hours. The whale had been on a 
truck headed for a necropsy by 
researchers, when gases from 
internal decay caused to explode 
into a mammalian sushi fest.
27.   1967-Friday-  Astronauts 
Gus Grissom, Ed White, and 
Roger Chaffee were killed when 
fire broke out during routine 
tests in the Apollo 1.  They were 
training for the first crewed Apollo 
flight, an Earth orbiting mission.  
At 6:31 p.m. one of the astronauts 
(probably Chaffee) reported, “Fire, 
I smell fire.” Two seconds later 
White was heard to say, “Fire 
in the cockpit.” The fire spread 
throughout the cabin in a matter of 
seconds. The hatch opened inward 
and it took over 90 seconds to get 
it open from the outside.
28.   1986-Tuesday-  Faulty 
O-rings destroyed the space 
shuttle Challenger 73 seconds 
after takeoff. The crew—Mission 
commander Francis R. Scobee, 
pilot Michael J. Smith, mission 
specialists Ronald E. McNair, 
Ellison S. Onizuka and Judith A. 
Resnick, and payload specialists 
Gregory B. Jarvis and Christa 
McAuliffe all died in the accident.  
29.   1927 –Saturday-  Happy 
Birthday, Lewis Urry, Canadian 
inventor . Urry created the small 
alkaline batteries that first went 
on sale in 1959 and now make up  
80% of battery sales. Check your 
mobile phone, laptop and camera, 
see the lithium batteries?  Yup, also 
an Urry invention.
30.   1945 –Tuesday- The sinking 
of the M.S Wilhelm Gustloff, 
the greatest maritime disaster in 
history. Well over 10,000 evacuees 
were crammed aboard the ship.  
Within 9 hours, 3 torpedoes 
launched by a Soviet submarine 
would hit the ship. Over 9,500 
people were killed. 1,523 people 
were killed on the Titanic. 
31.   1769-Tuesday- What was he 
thinking the first time he tried it?  
Happy Birthday, Andre Garnerin, 
French aeronaut, who was the first 
person to use a parachute regularly 
and successfully. In the words of 
Jonathan Swift, “twas a brave man 
that first ate an oyster”. 
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SOMMERS
Barry

www.GOODSHIFT.com
570-595-7400

Rt. 390, Mountainhome

• Automatic• Automatic
• Standard• Standard
• Import• Import
• Domestic• Domestic
• Heavy Duty• Heavy Duty
• 4WD• 4WD
• Clutches• Clutches
• Di�erentials• Di�erentials

TRANSMISSION

$25 OFF
20 yard container

With this ad  

570-595-9027  -  570-656-5183
www.dmpalmisano.com

30

Gregory L. BATZELGregory L. BATZELGregory L. BATZEL
PAINTING &

PAPERHANGING
Serving the Poconos for OVER 40 years

Free Estimates • Fully Insured
•Residential • Commercial • Industrial
•Wallpaper Removal & Installation
•Deck Repair & Restoration
•Faux & Custom Finishes
•Interior & Exterior Painting
•Plaster & Drywall Repairs
•Pressure WashingCresco 

570-595-7751 PA. REG. PA027479
EPA. FED. Lead CERT. NAT-34482-1

ATTENTION!
 BUCK HILL FALLS  

TOWNHOUSE RESIDENTS
We also pressure wash and stain town house exteriors.
We use the best products on the market to ensure you 

a quality paint job that will last for many years.

Buck Hill 
Cottages & 

Townhouses
• Interior & Exterior •

• Minor Repairs •

District Justice 
Phillip Riley

District Court 43-4-02

Because of the Covid-19 virus,
No court cases were filed for this issue

How to Pay Your Mortgage Off Faster.
(BPT) - Paid Content by Vanderbilt Mortgage and Finance, Inc.
     Buying a home is a major life step. Homes are by nature expensive and most home buyers cannot afford 
to purchase a home outright. Because of that reality, most home buyers finance a home purchase with a 
mortgage. A mortgage allows you to spread the payments for a home loan across many years. The result? 
Mortgages can make home ownership much more attainable for the average home buyer.

Why now is a great time to buy
     Currently, mortgage rates are at historic lows, meaning that the cost of borrowing funds is lower than it has 
been in previous years. If it fits within your budget, now is a good time to purchase a home. In fact, Vanderbilt 
Mortgage is offering new home buyers who chose to finance their home purchase with Vanderbilt 60 days 
with no payments after their mortgage loan funds. This provides a new home buyer time to settle into their 
new home and pay for the costs associated with moving - without having to immediately account for their first 
mortgage payment.

Benefits to paying a mortgage off faster
     While mortgages definitely make sense for most home buyers, there are advantages to paying off a 
mortgage before it reaches full term.

Why?
Because paying down your mortgage early:
Builds equity for resale. Paying down the principal balance on a mortgage can build equity in your home 
faster. Equity is defined as the market value of the home, minus the amount owed on the mortgage. For 
example, if your home is worth $150,000 and you owe $100,000 on the mortgage, then you have $50,000 
worth of equity in your home. This equity can then be utilized when you sell your home, for a down payment 
on your next home. In addition, some of the equity could be used to qualify for a home equity loan to make 
home improvements.
     Frees up cash for later. Another benefit to paying down your mortgage earlier is reducing the years the 
mortgage is active. Paying the mortgage off earlier will free up the money that was needed for a monthly 
mortgage payment, allowing that money to be spent on other items - or saved for retirement or an emergency 
fund.

How to pay off your mortgage faster
     If you’re interested in paying your mortgage off more quickly, here are two common strategies you can 
use:
     Extra payments every month. A more common way to pay a mortgage down early is simply to make 
extra payments to the loan’s principal each month, as frequently as possible. Whether it’s five dollars or one 
hundred dollars extra per month, every additional principal payment you can make toward paying a mortgage 
down more quickly really adds up. To show you how that would work, Vanderbilt Mortgage has developed an 
early payoff calculator to show how much you can save by paying extra toward the principal each month.
     Annual Additional Payments to Principal - You can also help pay your mortgage off faster by making extra 
payments to principal once a year. Whether it be a tax refund you receive, yearly bonus or extra savings, this 
investment toward paying your mortgage off sooner can help save interest cost in the future.

Go at your own pace
It’s important to remember not to overextend yourself while you’re working to pay a mortgage down. Create a 
realistic budget and go at a pace you can afford, and you will reap the long-term benefits. Your future self will 
thank you! Visit Vanderbilt Mortgage to learn more home owner tips or apply for mortgage today!

All loans are subject to credit approval.
Mortgage and Finance, Inc., 500 Alcoa Trail, Maryville, TN 37804, 865-380-3000, NMLS #1561, (http://
www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org/), AZ Lic. #BK-0902616, Loans made or arranged pursuant to a California 
Financing Law license, GA Residential Mortgage (Lic. #6911), MT Lic. #1561, Licensed by PA Dept. of 
Banking.
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COMING
FEBRUARY

A Sweet Heart
For Your

SWEETHEART!

Coming Soon!

$100/hour: 3 hour 
min. facility fee 

Catering 570-460-6371

www.oldhomestead.org

Bring your own food or let us cater for you!

Catering 570-460-6371

No Clocks In 
Vegas

Gambling, Casinos, 
and Las Vegas, 
three words that 
go hand in hand. 

Here’s one word you 
won’t see connected 
with those three… 
clocks. You will not 
find a clock inside 

a Las Vegas casino 
(most other casinos 
as well). The MORE 
aware of time you 

are, the LESS 
amount of money 

you will spend gam-
bling. Want to know 
something else you 
won’t find in a ca-
sino? Windows.

Trivia at Large
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Happy 
New Year, 
everyone! 

Here at the Library we’re kicking 
off 2021 with some new projects. 
We’re starting to phase in new 
library cards for everyone. On 
your next visit, we’ll update your 
information and issue you a card 
with a 14-digit barcode which will 
make it easier to access digital 
resources. The new cards come 
with a handy key tag, too. We’ll 
continue the work we started last 
fall changing to 14-digit barcodes 
on books, DVDs, and other 
materials, making the check-in/
check-out process work more 
smoothly. Another winter project 
is providing special programs 
focusing on “Wellness through 
the Arts,” the theme we chose 
for a grant we received from the 
Pennsylvania Humanities Council 
and the National Endowment 
for the Humanities (NEH) as part 
of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief 
and Economic Security (CARES) 
Act of 2020. Virtual programs 
for all ages, kids through adults, 
will offer healthy outlets for 
self-expression and personal 
improvement, including art, 
dance, cooking, and more. Staff 
members Chelsea and Lynn are 
designing a terrific framework! 
Details to be announced soon.  
     The Basket Raffle was a 
success! Thanks to everyone who 
purchased tickets and/or donated 
raffle items, we raised over $2900 
for the Library. The drawing was 
held on Dec. 12 and streamed on 
Facebook. The links to view the 
video and the list of the winners 
are posted on the Library’s web 
page: www.barrettlibrary.org. 
Thanks again for everyone’s 
generous support!

Stop by and browse! The building 
is open during the following 
times: 
Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri: 10am – 
4:30pm 
Wed: 10am – 6:30pm 
Sat: 10am – 1:30pm

Staff are available for an 
additional ½ hour at the end of 
each day to answer phones and 
provide curbside delivery service. 
570-595-7171. 
We appreciate that visitors 
have been following our COVID 
safety protocols of wearing face 
masks, using hand sanitizer, and 

Library Letters
By MaryAnn Lewis

maintaining social distance. 
Computer use is by appointment. 
We recommend that you call to 
schedule ahead of time: 570-595-
7171.  
Curbside Pickup Service! Call and 
tell us which books, audiobooks, 
magazines, and DVDs you want. 
Come to the library and we’ll 
deliver them right to your car. 
Browse our online catalog (www.
barrettlibrary.org) or let us know 
what you like and we’ll make 
some suggestions.  
**Please note that we CANNOT 
accept used book or DVD 
donations until further notice** 
PROGRAMS: Current programs 
& descriptions below. Check 
our Facebook page for 
additional programs, posts, and 
opportunities: www.facebook.
com/BPFLibrary. 
Virtual & TO-GO Programs for 
Children 
All programs take place on 
Facebook unless otherwise 
noted. Our live videos can be 
seen at www.facebook.com/
BPFLibrary/live/  You don’t need 
a Facebook account to view. Call 
the Library to reserve take-home 
bags: 570-595-7171. 
January S.T.E.A.M. Challenge: 
Winter Photography  
All Ages. A winter-themed list 
of photography challenges will 
be posted to our Facebook page 
on January 1st. Submit your 
pictures to our Facebook page or 
chelseabpfl@gmail.com before 
January 31st. 
Preschool Story Time Pals To-Go 
Ages 3-5. JAN: To-go bags 
available on ¼– Facebook Live 
programs on Thursdays, 1/7 & 
1/21, at 10:30AM. FEB: To-go 
bags available on 2/1– Facebook 
Live programs on Thursdays, 
2/4 & 2/18  at 10:30AM. Enjoy 
stories, songs, crafts, rhymes, 
fingerplays and more from your 
own home! 
Baby & Toddler Story Time To-Go 
Ages 0-3. JAN: Take-home bags 
available beginning ¼– Facebook 
Live events on Tuesdays, 1/12 & 
1/26 at 10:30AM. FEB: To-go bags 
available on 2/1– Facebook Live 
events on Tuesdays, 2/9 & 2/23 
at 10:30AM. Enjoy stories, songs, 
crafts, rhymes, fingerplays and 
more from your own home!  
Saturday Night Library: Episode 
5 - Are You Smarter Than A 
Librarian? 
Ages 6-12. Saturday, January 23 
at 7pm. Put your general trivia 

knowledge to the test! Join Ms. 
Chelsea for an interactive trivia 
game. The top three winners 
will receive a small prize. Please 
email chelseabpfl@gmail.com to 
register. 
February S.T.E.A.M. Challenge: 
Valentine’s Day Thaumatrope 
All Ages. To-go bags available 2/1. 
Share a picture of your finished 
thaumatrope before 2/28. 
Create your own optical illusion 
toy using paper, markers, a straw, 
and tape. 
Submit your pictures to our 
Facebook page or chelseabpfl@
gmail.com before February 28. 
Adult Virtual & Take Home 
Programs  
* *The Shakespeare group is on 
hold for now; stay tuned for an 
announcement about when it will 
resume. 
Monday, January 11th Adult 
Take-Home Craft: Stress Relief 
This month, our adult take-
home craft bags will contain the 
supplies to make a stress ball. 
Call the library to reserve yours 
today! 
Thursday, January 14th 6:30pm: 
Virtual Writing Group 
We invite all writers to our 
virtual writing group! If you’re 
interested, please contact the 
library with your email address so 
we can send you the Zoom link. 
Tuesday, January 19th 1:00 pm: 
Virtual Afternoon Book Club 
Join our afternoon virtual book 
club on Zoom! This month, we 
will discuss The Curious Incident 
of Dog in the Night-Time by Mark 
Haddon. If you’re interested in 
joining, please call the library for 
more details. 
Friday, January 22nd 3:00 pm: 
Facebook Recipe Tutorial: 
Mediterranean Quinoa Salad 
Lynn is making healthy 
Mediterranean quinoa salad 
and posting the video to our 
Facebook page. You can make 
this Sunday night and eat it for 
lunch the entire week! 
Tuesday, January 26th 7:00 pm: 
Virtual Evening Book Club 
Join our evening virtual book 
club in Zoom! This month, we 
will discuss The Long Call by Ann 
Cleeves. If you’re interested in 
joining, please call the library for 
details.  
Friday, January 29th 7:00 pm: 
Facebook Live Trivia 
Join us for fun night of trivia on 
Facebook. This month’s topic 
is the nineties. We’ll be there 
live to ask questions, and you 
can compete with others by 
answering in the comment 
section. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays in 
February: Virtual Fitness with 

Sandra Rivera 
Let’s keep moving with evening 
virtual Pound Fitness and Zumba 
classes with the amazing Sandra 
Rivera! For more information and 
to request the Zoom link, please 
call the library. 
Fridays in February 3:00 pm: 
Healthy Recipes Tutorials on 
Facebook 
Every Friday afternoon we will 
post a new tutorial video on our 
Facebook page that focuses on 
healthy recipes that are easy to 
make. 
Monday, February 8th: Adult 
Take-Home Craft 
We want to continue focusing on 
wellness with our adult crafts. 
This month, we will supply the 
materials to make lavender 
aromatherapy dough. This is 
a natural and relaxing way to 
relieve stress. 
Thursday, February 11th 6:30 pm: 
Virtual BPFL Writing Group 
We invite all writers to our 
virtual writing group! If you’re 
interested, please contact the 
library with your email address so 
we can send you the Zoom link. 
Below are a few of the online 
resources available through 
the library. Take advantage of 
technology! Visit our website to 
browse more online resources 
and get details on using them. 
Brainfuse  
Brainfuse provides support for 
learners of all ages, with an 
emphasis on assisting students 
in grades K-12. The Homework 
HelpNow service is staffed 
by professional tutors with 
expertise in all K-12 subjects. 
Online tutoring is available from 
2 pm to 10 pm, seven days a 
week, to anyone with a library 
card. Brainfuse also has support 
for adult learning, including 
preparing for the GED, career 
based exams, and help with 
writing resumes and preparing 
for interviews 
Hoopla! 
Borrow movies, music, 
audiobooks, ebooks, comics 
and TV shows to enjoy on your 
computer, tablet, or phone – and 
even your TV!  
OverDrive eBooks: Download 
and enjoy e-books on your 
computer or portable device. The 
collection includes fiction and 
nonfiction e-books for all ages.  
Looking forward to a year filled with 
good books and good health! 
Mary Ann, currently reading 
The Long Call, by Ann Cleeves, 
the January Evening Book Club 
selection. 

  

http://www.barrettlibrary.org
http://www.barrettlibrary.org
http://www.barrettlibrary.org
http://www.facebook.com/BPFLibrary
http://www.facebook.com/BPFLibrary
http://www.facebook.com/BPFLibrary/live/
http://www.facebook.com/BPFLibrary/live/
mailto:chelseabpfl@gmail.com
mailto:chelseabpfl@gmail.com
mailto:chelseabpfl@gmail.com
mailto:chelseabpfl@gmail.com
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CLASSIFIEDS
Reader Advisory: The National Trade Association we belong to has purchased the above 
classifieds. Determining the value of their service or product is advised by this publication. In 
order to avoid misunderstandings, some advertisers do not offer employment but rather supply 
the readers with manuals, directories and other materials designed to help their clients establish 
mail order selling and other businesses at home. Under NO circumstance should you send any 
money in advance or give the client your checking, license ID, or credit card numbers. Also 
beware of ads that claim to guarantee loans regardless of credit and note that if a credit repair 
company does business only over the phone it is illegal to request any money before delivering 
its service. All funds are based in US dollars. Toll free numbers may or may not reach Canada.

Call for pricing 595-3314

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

 
SELL YOUR ANTIQUE OR 
CLASSIC CAR. Advertise with us. 
You choose where you want to 
advertise. 800-450-6631 
visit macnetonline.com for details. 
  

AUTO DONATIONS

[WANTED] CARS/TRUCKS 
WANTED!!! All Makes/Models 
2002-2018! Any Condition. 
Running or Not. Competitive 
Offer! Free Towing! We’re 
Nationwide! Call Now: 1-888-368-
1016 
  

EDUCATION
 

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – Get 
FAA approved hands on Aviation 
training. Financial aid for qualified 
students - Career placement 
assistance. Call Aviation Institute 
of Maintenance 877-818-0783

FINANCIAL

CASH PAYOUT? 70 years old and 
kids are grown? Do you need that 
life insurance or is a big life 
settlement cash payout smarter? 
Call Benefit Advance. 1-877-332-
9643

• Light excavating 
• Tree work 
• Mowing
• Leaf cleanup
• Pruning�
• Mulching
• Planting
• Hardscaping
• Snow plowing

YERKES 
Property 

Management

570-595-3081

 
FOR SALE

 
TTENTION: Used Juul or another 
e-cigarette vaping device & 
developed a serious health condition 
such as stroke, seizure, convulsions, 
lung damage, pulmonary issues 
including heart attacks?  You may 
be entitled to compensation!  Call 
now: 1-855-358-5201 
 
Fair, Festival or Event coming up? 
Need to reach a larger audience 
to attend. Advertise with us, 
Community Papers who reach the 
audience you need. Give us a call at 
800-450-6631
 
SELL YOUR ANTIQUE OR 
CLASSIC CAR. Advertise with 
us. You choose where you want 
to advertise. 800-450-6631 visit 
macnetonline.com for details
.

FOR SALE

SELLING A FARM OR HOUSE? 
Advertise it here and neighboring 
publications. We can help you. 
Contact MACnet MEDIA @ 
800-450-6631 or visit our site at 
MACnetOnline.com VIAGRA & 
CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 100 pills 
for $150. FREE shipping. 
Money back guaranteed! 1-844-
596-4376

MISCELLANEOUS

Recently diagnosed with LUNG 
CANCER and 60+ years old? Call 
now! You and your family may be 
entitled to a SIGNIFICANT CASH 
AWARD. Call 844-231-5496 today. 
Free Consultation. No Risk

DISH TV $59.99 FOR 190 
Channels + $14.95 High Speed 
Internet. Free Installation, Smart 
HD DVR Included, Free Voice 
Remote. Some restrictions apply. 
1-855-270-5098.
 

[WANTED] CARS/TRUCKS!! 
All Makes/Models 2002-2018! 
Any Condition. Running or Not. 
Competitive Offer! Free Towing! 
We’re Nationwide! Call 1-888-368-
1016

�������������
������������������

Trivia at large

http://macnetonline.com/
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916 Route 390 Mountainhome, PA 18432

Business card page 
Display your card for $30 

per issue.

Color $40

TOP SOIL
• Fill Dirt • Crushed Stone • Septic Systems

* Lot Clearing • Foundation Excavation  
• Driveways • Site Work • Mulch Sales 

Canadensis
570-595-3388
Fax 595-7937

Fully Insured
PA.# 084977

Read the last 12 issues of the 
Village View at

thevillageview.com

Tuesday & Wednesday 9-6
Thursday and Friday 10-7

Saturday 9-2

Trivia at large

Patricia MacCabe, D.V.M.
Kathleen LaDuke, D.V.M.

Elizabeth Bell, D.V.M.

“Accepting New Patients”

Johnny Cash is a legendary singer-songwriter. Known 
as The Man In Black, and for hit songs such as Walk 

the Line and Ring of Fire, he is also known for his bari-
tone voice. Cash only had 3 voice lessons before he 

was told to stop. The voice teacher told Johnny to stop 
taking lessons and to “Always do it your way.”

22nd
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PLUMBING • HEATING 
AIR CONDITIONING/HVAC

570-991-0991570-991-0991
COUPON

 Special $10 OFF any service call or $100.00 
OFF any new A/C system

PA Lic. Num. 133427

15 Years experience serving Monroe, Pike 
and surrounding counties

24 Hour Emergency Service • Fully Insured

www.vitaleandson.com

VITALE     VITALE     SonSonSonSon

Start saving now with a
Christmas Club Account to enjoy
the magic of Christmas in 2021.

Christmas
is a magical

time of year. 

Love to fish? 
Paddle? Watch 
out for didymo!
From Brodhead 
Watershed Association
 Photo available 
at: https://drive.google.com/
file/d/1fPE0lWOpXt0mdU
neFTFVSMt1m8XORSET/
view?usp=sharing
Cutline: Didymo, 
otherwise known as rock 
snot. (Tim Daley/PA DEP 
photo)
 
 
Invasive plants can 
clog and injure all kinds 
of habitats. Gardens, 
forests — and creeks and 
streams, too.
 
The 50-cent word for one 
such invasive aquatic 
plant is Didymosphenia 
geminata. Most people 
know it as didymo or, 
because of its slimy 
appearance, rock snot.
 
In fact, it isn’t slimy. 
The visual “ewwww” 
factor is high, but to the 
touch, its texture is more 

like moist cotton or wool. 
Didymo thrives in cool, 
clear streams like ours, 
and according to American 
Angler “forms massive 
blooms resembling shag 
carpet,” that can be 8 
inches thick. It smothers 
plants and rocks, fouling 
the clean gravel trout 
need to lay eggs, and out-
competes the native diet 
of mayflies, stoneflies, 
and caddisflies — which 
trout feed on. It may 
bury freshwater mussels 
completely. 
 
Didymo is overwhelming 
waterways and waterbodies 
in at least 18 states, 
including Pennsylvania. 
It’s been found in the 
main stem of the Delaware 
River, Dyberry Creek 
in Wayne County, and 
elsewhere. Fortunately, so 
far, experienced anglers 
haven’t seen it in the 
Brodhead Watershed.
 
But didymo spreads easily 
and infects new waters 
when an unsuspecting 
kayaker or angler 

transplants even a few 
cells from an infected 
waterway. 
 
KEEPING IT OUT 
OF OUR LOCAL 
CREEKS REQUIRES 
VIGILANCE every 
time you fish, kayak or 
otherwise enter the water. 
You need to Check, Clean, 
Drain and Dry:
 
Check: Before leaving 
the river, remove obvious 
clumps of algae from 
boots, tackle, boats or 
clothing — and look for 
hidden clumps. Leave 
them at the site. If you 
find clumps later, don’t 
wash them down the 
drain. Instead, leave them 
to dry completely before 
discarding in the trash.
 
Clean: Soak and scrub 
gear for at least one 
minute in either hot (120° 
F) water, a 2% solution 
of household bleach, 
antiseptic hand cleaner, or 
dishwashing detergent.
 
Drain: Boat owners 

should drain all equipment 
and boats, including 
motor, bilge, live well and 
portable bait containers 
before leaving a waterway.
 
Dry: If cleaning is not 
practical, allow the gear 
and equipment, such as 
neoprene waders, felt-
soled waders or clothing, 
to dry completely. Then 
wait at least 48 hours 
before using them in any 
other waterway.
 
And don’t dump leftover 
bait into the water you’re 
fishing or even on the 
land, unless you collected 
the bait there. Put it in the 

trash.
 
For information on 
slowing the spread of 
aquatic invasive species, 
visit https://extension.psu.
edu/slow-the-spread-of-
aquatic-invasive-species
 
More on invasive 
plants can be found 
at brodheadwatershed.
org/invasive-species-
management-plan/

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fPE0lWOpXt0mdUneFTFVSMt1m8XORSET/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fPE0lWOpXt0mdUneFTFVSMt1m8XORSET/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fPE0lWOpXt0mdUneFTFVSMt1m8XORSET/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fPE0lWOpXt0mdUneFTFVSMt1m8XORSET/view?usp=sharing
https://extension.psu.edu/slow-the-spread-of-aquatic-invasive-species
https://extension.psu.edu/slow-the-spread-of-aquatic-invasive-species
https://extension.psu.edu/slow-the-spread-of-aquatic-invasive-species
file:///Users/user/Desktop/AA%20word%20docs%20copy/x-webdoc://063625B6-0C18-4F81-A0AD-C4A32A6A94B0/brodheadwatershed.org/invasive-species-management-plan/
file:///Users/user/Desktop/AA%20word%20docs%20copy/x-webdoc://063625B6-0C18-4F81-A0AD-C4A32A6A94B0/brodheadwatershed.org/invasive-species-management-plan/
file:///Users/user/Desktop/AA%20word%20docs%20copy/x-webdoc://063625B6-0C18-4F81-A0AD-C4A32A6A94B0/brodheadwatershed.org/invasive-species-management-plan/
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Answers on Page 16

On a cross country train, one of the passengers told the Pullman 
porter, “I must get off in Chicago. I’ll probably be very sleepy, 
irritable, and may even object to getting off. Don’t mind that. Throw 
me off the train if necessary.” 
   The train had long since passed Chicago when the passenger 
woke on his own accord. He stormed down the train looking for 
the porter. As they almost collided between cars the porter’s eyes 
popped really big and he said, “My goodness! How did you get 
back on this train?”

Teacher: “Define energy.” 
remember the last few words.” 
Teacher: “Ok, say the last few words then.” 
Johnny: “... and this is called energy.”

The well known concert pianist agreed to listen to a friend’s 
daughter play the piano. He was a very polite man and didn’t make 
a wry face, even though he wanted to.  
“Do you think I should take her to the conservatory in Paris?” she 
asked after she had finished.  
“It can’t hurt,” he replied hastily. “There are many eligible bachelors 
there.”

A man told the ringmaster that he was interested in joining the 
circus as a lion tamer. 
The ringmaster 
asked if he had any 
experience. 
The man said, “Why, 
yes. My father was 
one of the most 
famous lion tamers 
in the world, and he 
taught me everything 
he knew.” 
“Really?” said the 
ringmaster. “Did he 
teach you how to 
make a lion jump 
through a flaming 
hoop?” 
“Yes he did,” the man 
replied. 
“Yes he did,” the man 
replied. 
“And have you ever 
stuck your head in a 
lion’s mouth?” 
“Just once,” the man 
replied. 
The ringmaster asked, 
“Why only once?” 
The man said, “I was 
looking for my father.”
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570-839-8634
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   1 Lrg Pizza & Wings

 $19.95       6172 Paradise Valley Rd. 
      Cresco, PA

Saturday, Sunday,
 & Mondays

.

570.269.9031
570.421.2345

Diane Edwards,

.

1111 N. 5th Street Stroudsburg

RE/MAX of the Poconos

570-421-2345 

Diane Edwards,

!

"Start the New Year off on the right path! Find out 
your home value, or start the process of buying a 
home with your local Real Estate Expert!  Call Me!"
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