Patron of Reading Prize

Each school involved will take part in the same process.

1. The pupils, teachers, librarians and Patron of Reading of each school will be involved in designing their own internal process for coming up with a nominated title for each category relevant to their school. This will NOT involve a voting process but will be primarily discussion based, with pupils/teachers/librarians putting forward books they love, and perhaps a small representative panel judging the winner on the basis of the passion and arguments put forward for each book by their nominator(s). No school may put forward a book by their Patron of Reading, but they may nominate books by other Patrons of Reading.
2. Each school taking part will pay £50 towards the prizes.
3. The nominated books will be put forward by each school, along with their arguments as to why these books deserve to win, to the Patron of Reading Panel. The panel of approximately 5 Patrons will read the nominations and as many of the books as they can. They will then choose one outstanding book/nomination in each category.
4. The Patron of Reading Panel will make public the nominated books and circulate the list to all schools, so they can see what other great books have been chosen by schools across the country. 
The categories will be:

Key Stage 1 Age 5-7

Key Stage 2 Age 8-11

Key Stage 3 Age 12-14

Books to have been published in the 5 years preceding the prize year.

The suggested criteria for judgment and in terms of which nominations should be made are:
1. Is a child who reads this book likely to put it down with a sigh at the end and say, “That’s the best book I ever read’?
2. Would a child who read this book want to immediately read the next book in the series, or make a note of the author and find everything they’ve ever written?
3. Is the book likely to make its child readers laugh out loud, and/or cry, without it necessarily being a wholly ‘funny’ or wholly ‘sad’ book? 
4.  Is a child reader likely to be so absorbed by the story in this book so that by the end they don’t want to eat, sleep or engage with the outside world until they’ve finished it and found out what happens?
5.  Are there characters in the book that will be so fiercely loved by the children that read it that they would give anything to walk around the corner and find them walking the other way?
6.  Are these characters and the world they live in so loved by the child reader that they feel bereft when the book is over, and more than half inclined to read the whole book again from the beginning, just to keep those characters alive a little longer in their heads?

(These are the suggested criteria I put forward a while ago in a blog on the Carnegie…

http://awfullybigblogadventure.blogspot.co.uk/2014/06/how-do-we-judge-quality-in-childrens.html)

Reasons for structuring the prize process in this way
Voting is a passive process – even children who aren’t bothered one way or the other will vote/nominate, and usually for a book that is ‘flavour of the month’. Hence piles of Wimpy Kids. Doing it this way actively encourages schools to get the whole class talking about books they have loved, and justifying why they love them. In itself this is a valuable thing to encourage, no matter whether any of these books end up nominated. It will inspire passion, arguments, comparisons, rivalries – this is the life-blood of an interest in literature. The prize will be almost as much for the strength of the nomination arguments as for the book itself – it will thus recognise the schools for their work with pupils on reading and the passion their pupils demonstrate for the books they love.
Doing it this way opens up nominations to a much wider range of books, with some kids being passionate about a relatively obscure book from three years ago, and some schools having picked a book by a less-well-known, perhaps local, author they absolutely adore – this is what we want to encourage. Not just the same old same old. The publication of a list with as many books on it as there are schools would demonstrate the amazing breadth and depth of literature for kids and encourage schools to try out some books they may not have heard of. 
In this sense, the overall winners are almost the least important part of the Prize – but publicity for these winners is also publicity for the prize list and the whole scheme.

